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On September 28, 2014 the Los Angeles Times published a report ("Inland Empire Seeks to
Regain Control of Ontario Airport from L.A."), which attributes a series of troubling statements about
regional aviation and Los Angeles World Airports' commitment to grow L.A./Ontario International Airport
to LAWA officials. The Times report, and Riverside Superior Court motion on which the report was
based, quote from the emails of LAWA officials, making statements and comments that seemingly conflict
with and undermine the City's commitment to and interest in growing passenger traffic at LA/Ontario. If
accurate, those statements would indicate a serious departure from the airport regionalization policy the
City committed to as part of the LAX Stipulated Settlement Agreement.

According to the INRIX Traffic Scorecard, four of the ten most traffic congested corridors in the
United States are in the Los Angeles metropolitan area, and the most congested of them all is an
eight-mile stretch of the 405 freeway that runs through the Los Angeles Westside to and from LAX. As
LAX seeks to grow its share of passenger traffic from the current 67 million annual passengers to the 78.9
million allowed under the LAX Stipulated Settlement Agreement and beyond, traffic on the roads
surrounding the LAX area will continue to increase. The resulting congestion could hurt business and
economic activity, and make an already difficult commute infuriating for many Angelenos.

Metropolitan cities throughout the country with similar traffic concerns, including New York City,
Chicago, and Washington, D.C., have made efforts to address this problem by investing in multiple major
airports to meet the air passenger demand and spread out traffic impacts over a larger area. Indeed, one
of the key benefits to LAWA's ownership and operation of LA/Ontario International Airport, as well as its
interest in the airport property at Palmdale, was the promise of a coordinated regional network of major
airports to serve the entire Los Angeles region. As population centers continue to grow farther out from
LAX, the building of such a regional network of airports becomes increasingly vital.

In 2006, understanding the need to address traffic impacts and modernize our airport in an
environmentally sustainable manner, the Los Angeles City Council gave final approval to the LAX
Stipulated Settlement Agreement. As a result of that agreement, airport neighbors joined with city officials
in supporting the construction of a number of critical modernization projects at LAX, including the new
Tom Bradley International Terminal. Also a part of that agreement was a new process for planning for
future growth at LAX, and a recognition that such future growth should be mitigated by a real commitment
to a regional distribution of aviation demand in Los Angeles.

One of the key provisions of the settlement agreement was the development of a regional
strategic planning initiative to encourage passenger and cargo activity at LAWA's regional airports,
including Palmdale and Ontario. In the years since the settlement agreement was approved, Palmdale
Airport ceased passenger travel altogether and LA/Ontario International Airport passenger volumes
dropped nearly 40% from a peak of 7.2 million in 2007 to about 4 million last year. Meanwhile, traffic at
LAX continues to grow and is on pace for a record-breaking year of approximately 70 million annual
passengers for 2014.
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Responsible and sustainable planning for future growth at LAX, and the significant traffic and
environmental impacts associated with that growth, requires a commitment to a robust airport
regionalization policy. It is in the City's interest to ensure that LAWA meets the regionalization
commitments that were made in the LAX Stipulated Settlement Agreement, and that it acts in good faith
with our partner cities as part of that effort.

I THEREFORE MOVE that LAWA report to the Trade, Commerce, and Tourism committee
on the progress of commitments agreed to in the 2006 settlement agreement with regard to regionalization,
specifically 1) the regionalization working group and, 2) the regional strategic planning initiative, including
marketing efforts, opportunities to increase use of under-utilized facilities and other techniques by which
LAWA has attempted to support the growth of LA/Ontario Airport; and

I FURTHER MOVE that LAWA report to the Trade, Commerce, and Tourism committee on
the comparative status of regional airports of similar size to LA/Ontario, including industry trends that
could impact passenger volumes and airline service levels; and

I FURTHER MOVE that LAWA report to the Trade, Commerce, and Tourism committee in
Closed Session to address the statements and actions reportedly made by LAWA officials as part of the
City of Ontario's lawsuit.

PRESENTED BY:

Councilmember, 116 District

SECONDED BY:


