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Committee
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Chief Legislative Analyst Assignment No: 14-10-0728

SUBJECT: Revisions to the Joint Powers Agreement of the San Fernando Valley Council of
Governments

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Approve the proposed amendments to the Joint Powers
Agreement of the San Fernando Valley Council of Governments, and authorize the Mayor to sign
and execute the agreement on behalf of the City, as adopted by the City Council.

SUMMARY
At its September 18, 2014 meeting, the SFVCOG Board of Directors made several revisions to
the JPA to better align the organization with current practices and to allow for improved
operations. The proposed revisions are as follows:

Dues (Section 5) - the establishment of the Authority's dues has been removed to allow
the Board discretion to annually assess the financial needs of the SFVCOG among
member cities.
Membership  (Section 5) - revised to establish procedures by which the Board may
determine whether members are adhering to their prescribed duties, and establishes steps
to address any member who does not fulfill their obligations.
Voting Structure (Section 8) - removed the provision requiring the unanimous vote of the
Board of Directors for approval of the Authority's actions. The new provision requires a
majority (defined as: three representatives from the City of Los Angeles; one
representative of the County; and two representatives of the independent cities) of the
Board for approval of most items. However, a supermajority (defined by a majority and a
total of ten affirmative votes) would be required for matters pertaining to the budget,
membership, JPA amendments, positions on ballot measures, and litigation.
Officers (Section 9) - revised to reflect current practices; the Chair and the Vice Chair
currently alternate annually between city and county members. Additionally, the JPA has
been changed to designate the LA County Auditor-Controller as the Treasurer of the
SFVCOG.

BACKGROUND 
The San Fernando Valley Council of Governments (SFVCOG) Board of Directors is a regional
Joint Powers Authority (Authority) consisting of member cities from the San Fernando and Santa
Clarita Valleys. Member cities include Los Angeles (seven voting members), Burbank (one
voting member), Glendale (one voting member), San Fernando (one voting member), Santa



Clarita (one voting member), and the County of Los Angeles (two voting members).

At its meeting of September 18, 2014, the SFVCOG Board unanimously approved several
amendments to the Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) which would revise the requirement for
unanimous voting, update the descriptions of SFVCOG officers, remove the dues provision to
allow annual assessments, change the requirement for jurisdictional approval of JPA revisions,
and other technical changes. The JPA currently requires the unanimous approval of the member
cities for any JPA amendment(s), and requires Council approval and concurrence of the Mayor.
If the Council/Mayor or any other SFVCOG member city, does not adopt the proposed
amendments as presented, then the amendments will be deemed disapproved, and will return to
the SFVCOG for reconsideration.
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