
MOTION

For 85 years, the Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles (LAFLA) has served as the law firm for poor and
low-income individuals throughout Los Angeles County. LAFLA provides clients with access to fundamental
services: food, housing, employment, safety and security. In 2013, nearly 75,000 individuals and families were
beneficiaries of LAFLA's services.

In an effort to consolidate operations and provide more responsive and efficient services in a central
location, LAFLA proposes to merge the current operations of its central facility, now located at 1102 S. Crenshaw
Boulevard, with the operations at 1550 W. 8th Street (subject site). The existing two-story commercial office
building at the subject site is proposed to be demolished and replaced with the construction of a new four-story
commercial office building comprised of 45,055 square feet of floor area. This new building at 1550 W. 8th Street
will serve as LAFLA's new headquarters. LAFLA is currently seeking City approval of various entitlements
under Case No. ZA 2014-2000 (ZV).

The Bureau of Engineering (BOE) has recommended that the project include a 5-foot wide dedication
along the subject site's 8th Street frontage, including a 20-foot radius property line return at the intersection with
Union Avenue, and a 2-1/2-foot wide dedication along the Union Avenue frontage. Also, BOE's standard
requirements include 7 feet of street improvements on 8th Street and 4-1/2 feet of street improvements on Union
Avenue as a transition to existing improvements.

The City is currently considering a new citywide "Mobility Plan" to establish a vision for a balanced
transportation system. City streets should be improved and maintained to accommodate multiple modes of travel,
including pedestrian travel. Street widening in this location should not take place if the road widening does not
improve vehicular traffic flow or otherwise degrades other modes of travel. Widening the streets at this location
will make it less safe and less accessible for pedestrians.

Given the minimal length of the subject site's street frontages, it is unlikely that either street will be
widened within the foreseeable future. Widening of 8th Street and Union Avenue would unduly burden the non-
profit organization with unnecessary costs.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Bureau of Engineering, with the assistance of the Department of City
Planning and the Department of Building and Safety, be instructed to waive the roadway widening improvement
requirements along 8th Street and Union Avenue, as provided under Section 12.37 of the Los Angeles Municipal
Code, for the project located at 1550 W. 8th Street, in that such widening would provide minimal enhancement of
vehicular traffic flow on either street and would unduly impact the ability of the Legal Aid Foundation of Los
Angeles to successfully complete its project and continue providing much-needed legal services to residents of
the County of Los Angeles.
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