
File No. 14-1529

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT relative to the Accessible Parking (Blue Curb) 
Zone (APZ) Program.

Recommendations for Council action:

1. APPROVE the APZ policy in concept as detailed in the September 22, 2016 Los Angeles 
Department of Transportation (LADOT) report, attached to the Council file.

2. INSTRUCT the LADOT, in coordination with the City Administrative Officer and the 
Departments on Disability and Public Works to report in 45 days with a comprehensive 
implementation plan that includes:

a. Cost estimates and resource needs to deliver a fixed number of APZs per month.

b. Recommendations for regulatory changes that would provide more flexibility to local 
jurisdictions in implementing APZs.

c. Actions taken to merge the LADOT and Department on Disability lists of APZ 
requests into a single database.

3. REQUEST the City Attorney to prepare and present any necessary Ordinance(s) to amend 
Los Angeles Municipal Code Sections 80.57 and 89.60 based on current APZ 
requirements.

Fiscal Impact Statement: The LADOT reports that there may be significant financial impacts for 
capital improvements associated with the APZ Program depending upon the extent of the 
proposed implementation.

Community Impact Statement: Yes

Against:
Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council 

Summary:

On August 26, 2015, your Committee considered a Motion (Huizar - Bonin) relative to installing 
on-street blue curbs to create disabled parking spaces and recommendations, including 
proposed guidelines and necessary funding, to establish a viable blue curb installation program. 
According to the Motion, the LADOT regulates the use of curb space to address competing 
needs, assist in moving people and goods more efficiently, support the vitality of business 
districts, and create livable neighborhoods. In the past, the LADOT accepted requests from 
residents to install blue curbs to provide disabled individuals access to parking spaces. Blue 
curbs and disabled parking spaces are reserved for vehicles displaying valid disabled placards or 
disabled persons license plates from any state. Due to funding constraints and recent changes 
to State law, the City no longer provides this service. It is crucial that the City prepare a policy to 
provide mobility-impaired residents with disabled parking spaces in front of their homes if 
available off-street parking insufficient to satisfy their mobility needs. After consideration and



having provided an opoortunity for public comment, the Committee moved to continue this matter 
pending a report-back from the L.ADOT.

Subsequently, on September 28, 2016, your Committee considered a September 22, 2016 
LADOT submitted in response to the Motion. According to the LADOT, it has been working with 
the DOD, the Bureau of Engineerng (BOE) and the Bureau of Street Services (BSS) to define 
tne roles and responsibilities of such a program. What were previously identified as "Blue Curb 
Zones" or "Disaoled Parking Zones" are now designated by the State of California as APZs.

On average, LADOT receives approximately 30 APZ requests per month, and the DOC 
receives aoout 100 APZ requests per month. Requestors are being notified that the program to 
implement APZs has been suspended. It is undetermined how many cf the overall requests are 
duplicate locations. Federal and State guidelines including the Public Rights of Way 
Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG), the California Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(CA-MUTCD), and Caltrans Standard Plans have accessibility requirements for Accessible 
Parking Zones. The requirements include provisions for access ramps, removal of adjacent 
obstructions, relocation of curb lines for an access aisle for mid-block (conventional) locations, as 
well as for specific signs, roadway markings, and curb markings used to designate the APZ

On-street APZs in most situations are voluntary accommodations made for persons with 
disabilities and are not required Dy statute. Approximately 50 percent of APZ requests are at 
single-family residential locations, 35 percent at multi-family residential locations, and 15 percent 
at commercial/mixed residential- commercial locations. About 85 percent of the requests cannot 
be constructed at the requested location in a mannerthat meets federal and state guidelines. The 
remaining 15 percent often require significant capital improvements to the curb, gutter, sidewalk, 
and parkway to meet guidelines for the installation of an APZ. These capital improvements must 
be implemented before LADOT applies blue paint to the curb.

Meetings with BOE and BSS regarding the Sidewalk Repair Program indicate that improvements 
related to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) can be complex and unique to individual 
locations. Consequently, it is a challenge to approximate or generalize the cost per APZ 
request. Improvements commonly include construction of curb ramps, removal of grass 
parkways, sidewalk construction and repair, tree removal, tree root pruning, street light relocation, 
utility box and utility pole relocation, and the removal of other barriers. Another potential challenge 
is that a large portion or the entire blocx of sidewalk may be in need rehabilitation or 
reconstruction.

After further consideration and having provided an opportunity for puolic comment, the 
Committee moved to recommend approval of the recommendations as contained in the LADOT 
report, as amended, and detailed in the above recommendations. This matter is submitted to 
Council for its consideration.

Respectfully Submitted,
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BONIN: YES
KORETZ: ABSFNT
HUlZAR: YES
VARTINEZ: YES 
RYU: YES
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