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The DiCarlo Bakery - opened in 1906 by an Italian immigrant named Lorenzo DiCarlo - became
a cornerstone of the San Pedro community for nearly a century. Initially, the bakery was
operated by Lorenzo and his wife, Filomena, who baked the bread in an oven in the backyard of
their house, while their son, Pietro, delivered and sold the bread to local port fishermen using a
horse and buggy. As the business expanded due to its tremendous popularity and the family's
business acumen, the DiCarlos relocated the bakery several times to larger and larger locations
until they finally settled on the 10-acre plot at 1701 Gaffey Street in 1957. The DiCarlo Bakery,
until it came under corporate ownership in 1958, was the largest independently owned wholesale
baking company in Southern California.

Over the course of its lifetime, the DiCarlo Bakery gained a reputation for being exceedingly
generous to its employees, customers, and the San Pedro community. The bakery employed
mostly San Pedro residents, many of whom worked for the company their entire careers due to
the high wages, large pensions, health insurance packages, and the family atmosphere. Unlike
most businesses, the DiCarlos encouraged families to work for them and, as a result, members
of multiple generations could be found working side by side at the bakery.

Additionally, during the Great Depression, the owner at the time, Pietro DiCarlo refused to let
local families go hungry simply because they could not afford the cost of bread. He operated the
bakery under a credit system which allowed families to pay for their purchases whenever they
could. This meant that in many cases, the bakery was never paid for the bread given out.

Perhaps the most well-remembered instance of community stewardship by the DiCarlo family
began in 1961 when they converted four vacant acres of their property into baseball fields. They
leased these fields to the local Eastview Little League for $1 per year for forty-three years. This
league competed in the Little League World Series and local District Championships on several
occasions, even winning numerous years. At the time of its shut-down in May of 2004 as a
result of the closure of the DiCarlo Bakery, six-hundred players were registered with the league.

In recognition of the DiCarlo Family's contributions and service to the City, it is appropriate that
the City honor them by naming the intersection where DiCarlo Bakery was once located as
"DiCarlo Square".

I THEREFORE MOVE that the intersection of Gaffey Street and Capitol Drive in San Pedro be
named as "DiCarlo Square" and that the Department of Transportation be directed to erect
permanent ceremonial sign(s) to this effect at this location.
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