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Los Angeles City Council

John Ferraro Council Chamber

Room 340, City Hall

200 N Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

February 3, 2015

Re: Resolution 14-1636: 1994 California Desert Protection Act / Maintain and Protect the California

Desert Environment

Dear Los Angeles City Council Representatives,

We are writing to request that you approve the 1994 California Desert Protection Act / Maintain and
Protect the California Desert Environment Resolution (the "Resolution") presented on December 2,

2014. The Resolution honors the contributions of Angelenos who worked tirelessly to pass the 1994

Desert Protection Act, and recommits the City to the protection of the desert environment, its scenic

vistas, animal migration corridors, wildlife habitat, dark night skies, air quality and water resources. We
thank the Council for recognizing the unique value of the California desert and the benefits it brings

Angelenos.

Dark night skies, profound natural quiet, and opportunities for solitude draw over 2.5 million visitors to

the California desert parks each year, many from Los Angeles. As prime regional tourist destinations,

the California desert parks provide, not only access to nature, but significant boosts to Southern

California. Protected desert areas are home to nearly 500 vertebrate species, ranging in size from tiny

lungless salamanders to majestic desert bighorn sheep and mountain lions. Although the stark beauty of
these landscapes seems ancient and immutable, deserts are fragile ecosystems, and there are substantial

threats to the deserts cultural and natural resources.

As Southern Californians who played a pivotal role in passing the Act, and those who continue to

cherish the fruits of the Act by visiting protected places in the California desert for hiking,

backpacking, photography, filming, or simply finding solitude, we urge the City to pass this Resolution
and continue to protect this amazing and unique place.

Sincerely,

Craig Deutsche Jim Dodson Sarah K. Friedman Joshua West

2231 Kelton Ave 43904 Galion Ave 1417 Calumet Ave 1768 Rotary Drive

LA, CA 90064 Lancaster, CA 93536 LA, CA 90026 LA, CA 90026


