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A seven-story apartment complex that was still under construction in downtown Los
Angeles burned in a massive fire (referred to as "Temple/Fremont" fire) early morning on
December 8, 2014. The fire shut down portions of the 110 and 101 freeways during the morning
rush hour and destroyed the 1.3 million square foot residential construction project.

The fire caused extensive damage at the City-owned Figueroa Plaza complex located at
201 and 221 North Figueroa Street. In the 221 tower, over 300 windows were destroyed and
there was major water damage resulting from the fire sprinklers. The windows are being
boarded up and the entire tower will be shut down for an indefinite period of time. The
displaced departments at the 221 tower include Recreation and Parks, Building and Safety,
LAPD, Aging, Animal Services and LAFD. The 201 tower is operational and reopened to City
employees and the public Thursday, December 11, 2014. The fire also affected the Department
of Water and Power's downtown headquarters.

The clean-up, rehabilitation and reopening of the 221 tower will be an ongoing, long term
effort. City staff are identifying the exact extent of the damage and are in the process of
preparing a relocation plan for the displaced departments and a timeline for the reopening of the
221 tower. It is critical that, as part of this effort, departments identify an estimate of the costs
they will incur for replacement of City equipment/property, leasing/moving/storage, and any
other budgetary needs.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct all departments that were affected
by the December 8, 2014 fire in downtown Los Angeles that caused significant damage to the
Figueroa Plaza complex to identify and report on their immediate budgetary needs to the City
Administrative Officer (CAO) and instruct the CAO to prepare a coordinated response to the
Council.

I FURTHER MOVE that all affected departments document the damages incurred and
maintain accurate records of all associated costs in conjunction with the CAO and the City's
Risk Manager.

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Attorney work closely with LAPD and federal arson
investigators to explore, if warranted, any claims of negligence to recover any City damages.
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