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On April 28, 2016, the City Planning Commission approved Code Amendment of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code to add subsection 3 allowing reduction in the required number of parking spaces in 
order to comply with mandatory standards for seismic retrofits of Soft Story Buildings and Non- 
Ductile Reinforced Concrete Buildings, as established through Ordinance No. 183,893.
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COMMISSION ACTION(S) / ZONING ADMINISTRATOR ACTION(S): (CEA’s PLEASE CONFIRM)

On April 28, 2016, the City Planning Commission:

Adopted the City Planning staff report;
Approved a proposed Ordinance amending Section 12.21-A,4(m) of the LAMC;
Found that the project is Categorically Exempt from CEQA, Case No. ENV-2016-359-CE; 
Recommend the City Council adopt the proposed Ordinance;
Recommend the City Council adopt the CPC Staff Report and Findings; and 
Recommend the City Council Find that the project is Categorically Exempt

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

ENTITLEMENTS FOR CITY COUNCIL CONSIDERATION:

Zoning Code Amendment

FINAL ENTITLEMENTS NOT ADVANCING:

N/A

ITEMS APPEALED:
N/A
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Los Angeles City Planning Commission
200 N. Spring Street, Room 532, Los Angeles, California, 90012-4801 

(213) 978-1300; planning.lacity.org

o I
LETTER OF DETERMINATION

: MAY 16 2016Mailing Date:

Location: Citywide 
Council Districts: All 
Plan Areas: All 
Request: Code Amendment

CASE NO.: CPC-2016-828-CA 
CEQA: ENV-2016-359-CE

Applicant: City of Los Angeles

At its meeting of April 28, 2016, the Los Angeles City Planning Commission took the 
following action:

RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL:
1. Recommend that the City Council adopt Categorical Exemption No. ENV-2016-359-CE, as 

CEQA clearance for the proposed Code Amendment, finding that the Categorical Exemption 
satisfied CEQA Guidelines Sections 15301 (Class 1) and 15305 (Class 5); and, that none of 
the exceptions identified in Section 15300.2 apply to the proposed Code Amendment.

2. Recommend that the City Council approve a Code Amendment to Section 12.21-A,4(m) of 
Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to add a subsection ‘3’, to read as 
follows:

LAMC Section 12.21-A.4(mV3):
“Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section to the contrary, the Department of 
Building and Safety may reduce the number of required parking spaces by the number of 
parking spaces that are necessarily displaced as a result of compliance with Divisions 93 
and 95 of the Article 1 of Chapter IX of the Los Angeles Municipal Code. The reduction 
shall not exceed 20% of required Parking spaces or one (1) space, whichever is greater.”

This action was taken by the following vote:
Moved: Dake-Wilson
Seconded: Padilla-Campos 
Ayes:
Absent:

Ahn, Ambroz, Katz
Choe, Mack, Millman, Perlman

5-0Vote:

James K. Williams, Commission Executive Assistant II 
Los Angeles City Planning Commission

: The Los Angeles City Planning Commission’s decision is final and not appealable.

If you seek judicial review of any decision of the City pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure 
Section 1094.5, the petition for writ of mandate pursuant to that section must be filed no later than the 
90th day following the date on which the City's decision became final pursuant to California Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 1094.6. There may be other time limits which also affect your ability to seek judicial 
review.

Effective Date/Aoi

Attachment: Ordinance, Findings 
City Planner: Luciralia Ibarra



ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance adding Subparagraph 12.21A.4.(m)(3) to Article 2 of Chapter I of 
the Los Angeles Municipal Code to provide for the reduction of required parking spaces 
when parking is displaced as a result of compliance with the Mandatory Seismic Retrofit 
Ordinance.

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Subparagraph 12.21A.4.(m)(3) of Section 12.21 of Article 2, Chapter I 
of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is added to the exceptions to read as follows:

(3) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section to the 
contrary, the Department of Building and Safety may reduce the 
number of required parking spaces by the number of spaces that are 
necessarily displaced as a result of compliance with Divisions 93 
and 95 of Article 1 of Chapter IX of the Los Angeles Municipal Code. 
The reduction shall not exceed 20% of required parking spaces or 
one (1) space, whichever is greater.

Sec. 2. Urgency Clause. The City Council finds that the inevitable occurrence 
of a major earthquake in the City of Los Angeles poses a current and immediate threat 
to the public peace, health, and safety. Pre-1978 wood-frame, soft first-story buildings 
are among the most susceptible to collapse in a major earthquake due to their structural 
deficiencies. According to a report, Resilience by Design, that Dr. Lucy Jones 
presented to City Council on January 14, 2015, these buildings, if left in their current 
condition, will very likely suffer extensive property damage and cause substantial 
physical harm if a major earthquake were to strike. Moreover, damage to these 
buildings would result in a significant loss of affordable housing units in a rental market 
where such units are already extremely scarce. This ordinance shall therefore take 
effect upon publication so that the seismic retrofit of the City’s most vulnerable buildings 
may commence as soon as possible in order to protect building inhabitants and the 
public at large.
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Findings

General Plan Consistency/Charter Findings

In accordance with Charter Section 556, the proposed Code Amendment is in 
substantial conformance with the purposes, intent, and provisions of the General Plan 
and assist the City’s efforts to mandate retrofits of soft story and non-ductile concrete 
buildings. Ordinance No. 183,893, amended Divisions 93 and 95 of 
the Chapter IX of the Los Angeles Municipal Code (Building Code), establishing 
mandatory standards for earthquake hazard reductions in existing wood-frame buildings 
with soft, weak, or open-front walls (‘soft story’) and existing non-ductile concrete 
buildings.

1.

Ordinance No. 183,893 was effectuated using two Categorical Exemptions:

ENV-2015-3581 -CE: Amendment to Division 93 of Article 1 of Chapter IX of the LAMC 
to require evaluation of existing commercial and residential buildings with three units or 
less, permitted before January 1, 1980, in which ground floor portion of the wood frame 
structure contains parking or other similar open floor space that causes soft, weak or 
open wall lines, to determine if specific minimum structural requirements have been met 
and, if not, to require retrofit of those structures to meet minimum requirements within 7 
years.

ENV-2015-3582-CE: Amendment to Division 95 of Article 1 of Chapter IX of the LAMC, 
requiring mandatory retrofit to pre-1980 non-ductile reinforced concrete buildings to 
prevent the potential loss of affordable or rent-stabilized residential units, to prevent loss 
of life and economic disruption. Non-ductile concrete buildings are brittle concrete 
buildings that do not have the structural ability to plastically deform or bend in order to 
absorb high amounts of energy before failure, increasing the likelihood of collapse and 
mortality for inhabitants in the event of an earthquake.

As of July 2015, approximately 100 voluntary seismic retrofit plans have been submitted 
to the City for review by the Department of Building and Safety (LADBS). A majority of 
the approximately 100 plans submitted have been able to meet the code requirements 
without resulting in the loss of parking spaces. In at least one known instance, the 
property owner chose not to submit plans because the design would require a variance 
as a result in the loss of parking.

The proposed code amendment would address parking reductions that may occur as a 
result of compliance with Ordinance No. 183,893. To that end, the General Provisions 
for Parking, identified in LAMC Section 12.21, will be amended to read as follows:

LAMC Section 12.21-A.4(mV3):

“Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section to the contrary, the 
Department of Building and Safety may reduce the number of required parking 
spaces by the number of parking spaces that are necessarily displaced as a 
result of compliance with Divisions 93 and 95 of the Article 1 of Chapter IX of the 
Los Angeles Municipal Code. The reduction shall not exceed 20% of required 
parking spaces or one (1) space, whichever is greater.”

The proposed Code Amendment addresses potential parking reductions that may result 
in conjunction with retrofits to comply with Ordinance No. 183,893. The General Plan will
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not be affected, as the proposed Code Amendment permits necessary reductions in 
parking in order to facilitate the previous establishment of minimum building code 
standards to retrofit wood-frame soft-story and non-ductile concrete buildings and sets 
forth the time limits by which property owners must meet the standards. No element of 
the General Plan will be affected by the amendment to the parking provisions of the 
LAMC.

CEQA Findings
The Department of City Planning determined that the proposed Code amendments would not 
have significant impact on the environment. A Notice of Exemption (ENV-2016-359-CE, Exhibit 
A), was prepared for the proposed ordinance after a review for any potential impacts on the 
physical environment.

Delegation of City Planning Commission Authority

In accordance with Charter Section 559, and in order to insure the timely processing of this 
ordinance, the City Planning Commission authorizes the Director of Planning to approve or 
disapprove for the Commission any modification to the subject ordinance as deemed necessary 
by the Department of Building and Safety and/or the City Attorney’s Office. In exercising that 
authority, the Director must make the same findings as would have been required for the City 
Planning Commission to act on the same matter. The Director’s action under this authority shall 
be subject to the same time limits and shall have the same effect as if the City Planning 
Commission had acted directly.


