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On October 9th, 2015 the City Council unanimously approved Ordinance 183893 establishing a
Mandatory Seismic Retrofit Program for pre-1978 wood-frame soft-story and pre-1977 nonductile concrete buildings. The purpose of these programs is to reduce the "risk of death or injury
that may result from the effects of earthquakes."
Soft-story buildings are wood frame structures where the first floor has an open front wall (e.g.
tuck-under-parking). Under the soft-story program, each property owner was sent an Order to
Comply based on three prioritization categories. For buildings with 16 or more dwelling units, the
start date for sending out Orders was May 2, 2016 (3-story and above) and July 22, 2016 (2 story).
The timeline to comply is the same for all owners. Upon receipt of the Order to Comply, owners
must submit plans to retrofit in 2 years, obtain their permits within 3.5 years, and complete
construction within 7 years.
"Non-ductile reinforced concrete buildings” make up the majority of those concrete structures
built before 1976 (the year California adopted the 1976 uniform building code). These buildings
are also at risk of collapsing during an earthquake due to brittle frames and columns. Under the
non-ductile concrete program, owners must, upon receipt of the Order to Comply, submit a
checklist for review to determine whether the building requires retrofit within 3 years, submit
plans for retrofit within 10 years, and complete construction within 25 years.
As of April 2016, Los Angeles building inspectors identified 13,500 soft-story buildings.
Additionally, a group of University of California researchers identified approximately 1,500 nonductile concrete buildings built before 1976 which may need retrofitting as well. Many of these
types of buildings structurally failed during the 1994 Northridge Earthquake as demonstrated by
the Northridge Meadows apartment building which collapsed and killed 16 people. Due to the
significant risk of injury or death in the event of another earthquake, the City Council has a vested
interest in knowing the progress of the seismic retrofit programs.
I THEREFORE MOVE that the Department of Building and Safety report back with an update on
the progress of the Mandatory Soft-Story and Non-Ductile Concrete Retrofit Programs, including:
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Total number per Council District of soft-story and non-ductile concrete buildings that
require retrofit;
Total number and schedule of notices which have been sent out;
Total number of property owners who have complied;
Total number of property owners who are not in compliance;
Applicable enforcement measures that have been taken to ensure compliance; and
Any other information to ensure the Council's understanding of the program's progress.
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