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RULES, ELECTIONS & INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONSRESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, since the 1990s, studies have indicated a strong link between firefighting and an 
increased risk of developing several major cancers; and

WHEREAS, in 2014, the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 
conducted a study over several years, which included approximately 30,000 firefighters, which 
revealed that firefighters were at risk of being diagnosed with cancer, and potential links between 
exposure to fire incidents and increased risk for lung cancer and leukemia, among others; and

WHEREAS, past studies on cancer incidences among firefighters have been limited by the 
availability and the standardization of important epidemiological data; presently, many states 
nationwide maintain registries that collect information regarding cancer diagnoses; these registries help 
further research related to assessing cancer incidences among firefighters; and

WHEREAS, HR 4625/S. 2799, entitled “the Firefighter Cancer Registry Act of 2016” is 
legislation pending in the House of Representatives and the Senate that would require the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to develop a voluntary patient registry to collect data on cancer incidences 
among firefighters; and

WHEREAS, HR 4625/S. 2799 would create a special purpose national cancer registry to 
provide researchers and public health agencies with more direct and comprehensive access to the 
specific set of information they need to conduct more robust, focused, and epidemiologically rigorous 
research on cancer incidences among firefighters; additionally, a national cancer registry would better 
inform firefighters of future precautions to take and develop more sophisticated safety protocols to 
lower cancer risks; and

WHEREAS, HR 4625/S. 2799 is bi-partisan and supported by the International Association of 
Fire Fighters (IAFF) and the International Association of Fire Ch iefs, among other state associations 
in support of firefighters; and

WHEREAS, the Los Angeles Board of Fire and Police Pension Commissioners have also 
endorsed this legislation and have requested that the City take an official position to support it;

• NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2015-2016 Federal 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for HR 4625/S. 2799, the Firefighter Cancer Registry Act of 2016, 
which would require the Secretary of Health and Human Services to develop a voluntary patient 
registry to collect data on cancer incidences among firefighters.
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