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WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or 
policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency must have first been adopted 
in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, existing law authorizes a court in a criminal proceeding to order that the testimony of a minor 13 
years of age or younger be taken by contemporaneous examination and cross-examination in another place and out of the 
presence of the judge, jury, defendant or defendants, and attorneys, and communicated to the courtroom by means of 
closed-circuit television, if the court makes the specified findings; and

WHEREAS, one of the findings required by existing law is that the minor’s testimony will involve a recitation of 
the facts of specified crimes, including an alleged violent felony of which the minor is a victim; and

WHEREAS, children are often victims of human trafficking and forced into prostitution and there is often a 
criminal stigma placed on trafficked children; and

WHEREAS, currently pending before the State Assembly is AB 1276 (Santiago) that would authorize, under 
specified conditions, a minor 15 years of age or younger to testify by contemporaneous examination and cross
examination in another place and out of the presence of the judge, jury, defendant or defendants, and attorneys if the 
testimony will involve the recitation of the facts of an alleged offense of human trafficking and the court makes one of the 
the findings indicated below; and

WHEREAS, the findings include: the testimony by the minor in the presence of the defendant would result in the 
minor suffering serious emotional distress so that the minor would be unavailable as a witness; the defendant used a 
deadly weapon in the commission of the offense; the defendant inflicted great bodily injury upon the minor; the defendant 
threatened the minor or the minor’s family with serious bodily injury, deportation or removal; and the defendant or his or 
her counsel behaved in a way during the hearing or trial in a way that caused the minor to be unable to continue his or her 
testimony; and

WHEREAS, AB 1276 also requires that the testimony of the minor be communicated to the courtroom by means 
of closed-circuit television; and

WHEREAS, this bill seeks to protect young, vulnerable victims at the center of human trafficking from being in 
the presence of their traffickers as they describe their painful and traumatic experiences in court ; and

WHEREAS, supporters of AB 1276 say the cooperation of victims is often cmcial to building cases against 
profiteers of the billion-dollar human trafficking industry and they are aware that many young victims of human 
trafficking may run away in order to avoid facing their traffickers in court;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVLED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2015-2016 State Legislative Program support of AB 1276 
(Santiago) that would authorize, under specified conditions, a minor 15 years of age or younger to testify by 
contemporaneous examination and cross-examination in another place and out of the presence of the judge, jury, 
defendant or defendants, and attorneys if the testimony will involve the recitation of the facts of an alleged offense of 
human trafficking.
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