RESOLUTION
rn P£| AWjMC

WHEREAS, any official position of the Ciiyw^LosL’AHgefes with respect to legislation,
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental
body or agency must have first been adopted in the fonn of a Resolution by the City Council
with the concurrence of the Mayor; and
WHEREAS, on May 25, 2016, the Senate passed Senate Joint Resolution 28 (S.J. Res.
28), a bipartisan joint resolution of disapproval under the procedures of the Congressional
Review Act, which would disapprove of the rule creating the US Department of Agriculture
(USDA) catfish program and return inspection of catfish back to the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), which currently regulates all other species of seafood; and
WHEREAS, the USDA catfish program was added by the Senate to the 2008 Farm Bill
conference report; it was neither in the House bill nor the Senate bill and was never subject to a
hearing, debate or a vote before it appeared in the 2008 conference report; and
WHEREAS, the catfish program unnecessarily shifts catfish inspection from the FDA to
the USDA’s Food and Safety and Inspection Service; and
WHEREAS, any facility that processes catfish and any other species of fish is subject to
duplicative regulation: USDA for catfish and FDA for all other species; and
WHEREAS, the Port of Los Angeles offloaded more than 1.2 billion pounds of seafood
last year, which amounts to approximately 38,000 containers, and of that amount catfish imports
accounted for 5 percent of that volume; and
WHEREAS, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) has indicated that the USDA
catfish program is duplicative and would cost taxpayers millions of dollars annually without any
added value; and
WHEREAS, the GAO has also indicated that catfish do no present a food safety issue and
are considered a low risk food; and
WHEREAS, the seafood industry is a major economic driver for the Los Angeles region
with seafood imports comprising a vast majority of the jobs; and
WHEREAS, the USDA catfish program adds an unnecessary layer of government
regulation, presents serious burdens to Los Angeles seafood businesses, wastes tax payer dollars,
and does not enhance the safety of the US catfish supply.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by
the adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2015-2016 Federal
Legislative Program SUPPORT of S.J. Res. 28, which would disapprove of the rule creating the
US Department of Agriculture catfish program and would return inspection of catfish back to the
Food and Drug Administration, which currently regulates all other sppekrs^of seafood.
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JOE BUSCAINO
Councilmember, 15th District
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