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September 26, 2016 

The Honorable Mayor Eric Garcetti 

The Honorable Herb Wesson and 

The Los Angeles City Council 

200 N. Spring Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90012 

Re: OPPOSE CF #15-0002-S215 (Buscaino) regarding protections at California seamounts 

Dear Mayor Garcetti, Council President Wesson, and Councilmembers: 

Please accept the following comments on behalf of the California Seamounts Coalition. We are a group 

of organizations—including Marine Conservation Institute, Pacific Environment, Surfrider Foundation, 

Wildcoast and others—working together to educate the public about the importance and value of 

seamounts in the deep waters off the California coast.  

These ancient islands, underwater volcanoes and deep-sea mountain ranges support extraordinarily 

high productivity and host relatively large concentrations of a variety of species. Marine scientists and 

conservation organizations have long noted the scientific significance of these special places. Left intact, 

protected seamounts, ridges and banks can serve as refuges and centers of resilience for a unique array 

of species and habitats in the face of activities that alter the seabed, as well as climate change and 
ocean acidification. 

The only formal proposal currently under consideration for these sites is Congressmen Farr and Lieu’s 

California Seamounts and Ridges National Marine Conservation Area Designation and Management 

Act (H.R. 5797). This legislation would offer additional protections to: Gorda Ridge (the portion off 

California); Mendocino Ridge; Gumdrop, Pioneer, Guide, Taney, Rodriguez and San Juan Seamounts; and 

Northeast, Cortes, and Tanner Banks. All are in federal waters and range from 45 to 185 miles offshore.  

These seamounts represent a small subset of the more than 56 verified seamounts in the  federal waters 

off California. These are some of the most well studied seamounts, but there are likely many more 
undocumented seamounts, ridges and banks in these waters.  

http://farr.house.gov/images/pdf/California-Seamounts-Bill_FINAL.pdf
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With less than one percent of federal waters protected along the continental United States, we believe 
comprehensive, long-term protection of these special places is necessary in light of the many challenges 
facing our marine ecosystems. Protecting them now is an investment in the future. 

Councilmember Buscaino mistakenly asserts that the proposal to safeguard select seamounts would 

permanently close all commercial fishing. However, H.R. 5797 explicitly says that: 

• There will be no limits on any fishing (commercial or recreational) at Cortes and Tanner Banks and the 
eastern half of Mendocino Ridge. These areas will only limit non-fishing commercial uses including oil, 
gas, mining, cable laying and energy siting; 
• The entire hook and line albacore fishery is exempted from the proposal; 
• All recreational fishing, including commercially licensed recreational charter boats, will continue to be 
permitted throughout all of the areas; and 

• Protections shall not be implemented without thorough and direct consultation with tribes, the Pacific 
Fishery Management Council (PFMC), fishermen and stakeholders. Specific boundaries and regulations 
shall be determined via this robust public consultation process. 
 

While this proposal could limit some fishing, landing data suggest that there is relatively little fishing 

currently occurring at these sites. Economic impacts of this proposal are therefore likely to be minimal, 
while benefits to California’s fragile seamounts and marine environment are significant.  

Proponents of H.R. 5797 have been reaching out to tribes, the PFMC and countless fishermen over the 

course of the last year and conversations are ongoing. Furthermore, the bill specifically calls for a 

“robust public process.” To say that there has been and will be no public involvement or outreach is a 
gross mischaracterization of the facts.  

Given the many inaccuracies found in Councilmember Buscaino’s proposed resolution, we must OPPOSE 
his resolution (CF#15-0002-S215); we call upon the City Council and Mayor to oppose the resolution as 
well.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has taken great strides towards environmental protections in recent years. We 
urge you to continue that proud tradition, as the City’s actions have a powerful influence around the 
world.  
 
Sincerely, 

Tina Segura      Craig W. Cadwallader 
West LA/Malibu Chapter, Surfrider Foundation  South Bay Chapter, Surfrider Foundation 
 
Samantha Murray     Nicole Portley 
California Seamounts Coalition    Pacific Environment  
 
Lance Morgan      Zach Plopper 
Marine Conservation Institute     Wildcoast 
 
Pete Stauffer 
Surfrider Foundation 

 


