
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angde^S respecf^f ifSSiMitiUjHo 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal 
governmental body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the 
City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, a recent proposal has surfaced calling on President Obama to declare 
virtually all Pacific seamounts, ridges, and banks (SRB’s) off the California coast as 
National Monuments using his executive authority under the Antiquities Act; and

WHEREAS, if such a declaration is made by executive order, the new monuments 
would permanently close virtually all of California’s offshore SRB’s to commercial fishing;
and

WHEREAS, this proposal was drafted and advanced behind closed doors with no 
public peer reviewed scientific analysis, no National Environmental Policy Act analysis, and 
virtually no public engagement, and

WHEREAS, the initial justification for this proposed action is filled with sensational, 
inaccurate statements and omissions; the economic analysis for the proposed closures grossly 
understates the importance and value of the identified [SRB’s] to fisheries and fishing 
communities; and

WHEREAS, fisheries provide healthy food for people, and our fisheries are a 
well-managed renewable resource; and California already has the most strictly managed 
fisheries in the world; and

WHEREAS, among the areas proposed for monument status are Tanner and Cortes 
Banks in southern California, which are critically important for many fisheries including tuna, 
swordfish, rockfish, spiny lobster, sea urchin, white seabass, mackerel, bonito, and market 
squid; the proposal also calls for the closures of Gorda and Mendocino Ridges in northern 
California, which are important grounds for the albacore tuna fishery; and

WHEREAS, closure of these important areas to commercial fishing would cause 
disastrous economic impacts to fishermen, seafood processors and allied businesses, 
fishing communities and the West Coast fishing economy; even more important than the 
value of the fisheries is the opportunity cost of losing these productive fishing grounds 
forever; and

WHEREAS, West coast mayors have called upon the President to stop the creation of 
these California offshore monuments under the Antiquities Act because monument status is 
irreversible, and the Antiquities Act process involves no science, no public involvement nor 
outreach to the parties who will be most affected by this unilateral action - no transparency;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by 
the adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2015-2016 
Federal Legislative Program opposition to any legislation or administrative action to declare 
virtually all Pacific seamounts, ridges, and banks (SRB’s) off the California coast as 
National Monuments, as further detailed in the text of this Resolution)
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