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Resolution (Wesson for Cedillo - Huizar) to support any federal legislative and 
administrative action which would provide Temporary Protected Status for 
Ecuadorian nationals residing in the United States

SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached Resolution (Wesson for Cedillo - Huizar) to 
include in the City’s 2015-16 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for any legislative and 
administrative action which would provide Temporary Protected Status for Ecuadorian nationals 
currently residing in the United States.

SUMMARY
The Resolution (Wesson for Cedillo - Huizar) introduced August 16,2016 states that the Secretary 
of Homeland Security may designate a foreign country for Temporary Protected Status (TPS) due 
to conditions that temporarily prevent nationals from returning safely, or where the country is 
unable to handle their return adequately, including ongoing armed conflicts, environmental 
disasters, epidemics, or other extraordinary and temporary conditions. The Resolution further 
notes that during a designated period, individuals who are TPS beneficiaries or who are found 
preliminarily eligible for TPS upon their review of their cases, are not removable from the United 
States, can obtain an employment authorization document, and may be granted travel 
authorization.

The Resolution notes that in April 2016, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck Ecuador, and describes 
it as the worst natural disaster to affect that country in decades. It informs that as a result of the 
earthquake, 659 people died, 27,000 people were injured, and 25,000 were left homeless. The 
Resolution cites the United Nations’ estimate of more than 28,000 people still in temporary shelters 
in Ecuador. The Resolution asserts that nations with current TPS status include El Salvador, 
Guinea, Haiti, Honduras, Liberia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Sierra Leon, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and 
Yemen. It further describes the United States as home to 564,631 Ecuadorians, with approximately 
23,118 living in the Los Angeles metro region and that the Ecuadorian community has contributed 
positively to the development of this country. It notes that Ecuador continues to struggle after the 
devastating earthquake and conditions are not adequate for their nationals to return.

Therefore, the Resolution recommends that the City support federal legislation and administrative 
actions that would provide TPS for Ecuadorian nationals currently residing in the United States.



BACKGROUND

According to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), the Secretary of Homeland 
Security may designate a foreign country for TPS due to conditions in the Country that prevents 
nationals from returning safely or in cases where the country is unable to return its nationals 
adequately. TPS is a temporary status available to eligible nationals of designated countries, living 
in the United States, that grants them employment and travel authorization. A program enacted 
under the U.S. Immigration Act of 1990, TPS creates a moratorium on deportations, allowing TPS 
eligible nationals to remain in the United States for a specified period of time with renewal options.

On April 16, 2016, Ecuador experienced a destructive 7.8 magnitude earthquake. It is reported 
that the earthquake resulted in over 650 deaths and the displacement of over 25,000 individuals. 
The Ecuadorian government requested TPS status from the United States and is awaiting a 
response. In addition, several members from Congress have urged President Obama to grant TPS 
for Ecuador due to the extraordinary conditions in that country. In August 2016, the City of New 
York approved a Resolution calling for the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security to 
designate Ecuador for TPS.

Support for TPS to Ecuadorian nationals would be aligned with past City actions including a 2014 
Resolution (O’Farrell - Wesson) to support federal legislation that would offer TPS to Filipino 
nationals due to the devastation caused by Typhoon Haiyan (C.F. 14-002-S33). In 2001, the City 
adopted a Motion (Pacheco - Hernandez) to support federal legislation that would grant TPS to 
the Salvadorean community in the United States in response to a major earthquake (C.F. 01-0002- 
S56).
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the Secretary of Homeland Security may designate a foreign country for 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) due to conditions in the country that temporarily prevent the 
country's nationals from returning safely, or in certain circumstances, where the country is unable to 
handle the return of its nationals adequately; and

WHEREAS, the Secretary may designate a country for TPS due to ongoing armed conflicts 
(such as civil war), environmental disasters (such as earthquakes or hurricanes) or epidemics, and 
other extraordinary and temporary conditions; and

WHEREAS, during a designated period, individuals who are TPS beneficiaries or who are found 
preliminarily eligible for TPS upon review of their cases, are not removable from the United States, 
can obtain an employment authorization document, and may be granted travel authorization; and

WHEREAS, in April of 2016, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck Ecuador, the worst natural 
disaster to hit that country in decades, severely damaging its infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, as a result of the earthquake, 659 people died, 27,000 people were injured, and 
25,000 were left homeless; and

WHEREAS, the United Nations estimates that as of August, 2016, more than 28,000 people 
still remain in temporary shelters in Ecuador; and

WHEREAS, nations currently with TPS status include: El Salvador, Guinea, Haiti, Honduras, 
Liberia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Sierra Leon, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen; and

WHEREAS, the United States is home to 564,631 Ecuadorians, with approximately 23,118 
living in the Los Angeles metro region; and

WHEREAS, the Ecuadorian community has contributed positively to the development of this
county; and

WHEREAS, Ecuador continues to struggle after the devastating earthquake and the conditions 
are not adequate for their nationals to return; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption 
of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2015-2016 Federal Legislative 
Program support for legislation and administrative action which would provide Temporary Protected 
Status for Ecuadorian nationals currently residing in the United States.

PRESENTED BY:
GILBERT A. CEDILLO 

Councilrrtember, 1st District

SECONDED BY:


