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The Honorable Mayor Eric Garcetti 
The Honorable Herb Wesson and 
The Los Angeles City Council 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

September 23, 2016

Re: OPPOSE CF #15-0002-S2l5 (Buscaino) regarding Opposing California Coast National 
Monuments

Dear Mayor Garcetti, Council President Wesson, and Councilmembers.

While we at the Sierra Club have been spending a great deal of political capitol on getting 
President Obama to make 5 national monument designations to protect some of America’s 
greatest wild places before he leaves office in 7 months, we have not forgotten the protection of 
the largest ecosystem on our planet, our living oceans.

With less than one percent of federal waters protected along the continental United States, we 
have an opportunity to set an important precedent on the West coast and protect these 
scientifically significant places today, before the current U.S. Presidential Administration leaves 
office.

These ancient islands, underwater volcanoes and deep-sea mountain ranges support 
extraordinarily high productivity and host relatively large concentrations of a variety of species. 
Marine scientists and conservation organizations have long noted the scientific significance of 
these special places. Left intact, protected seamounts, ridges and banks can serve as refuges and 
centers of resilience for a unique array of species and habitats in the face of activities that alter 
the seabed, as well as climate change and ocean acidification

Long-term deep-sea protections would complement those offered by California’s landmark 
coastal network of marine protected areas established in 2012, by connecting coastal and 
nearshore protections to offshore, deep-water habitats. This comprehensive approach would 
leave a powerful legacy of ocean protection for present and future generations.

Specific sites, boundaries, and regulations should be determined via a robust public consultation 
process that includes tribes, fishermen, and stakeholders in the creation of an implementation 
plan.



• There wnl be no limits on any fishing (commercial or recreational) at Cortes and Tanner Banks 
and the eastern half of Mendocino Ridge. These areas will still be protected from oil, gas, 
mining, cable laying and eneigy siting;
• The entire hook and line albacore fishery will be exempted from the proposal;
• All recreational fishing, including commercially licensed recreational charter boats, will 
continue to be permitted throughout all of the areas; and
• Protections shall not be implemented without thorough and direct consultation with tribes, 
PFMC, fishermen and stakeholders. This shall include a comprehensive public process.

Protections of these unique natural underwater features will also prevent future oil drilling 
operations in the federal waters surrounding the Sea Mounts and reduce the risk 
of deadly chemical dumping from international freighter traffic and protect important marine 
mammal habitat. Our oceans have been the worlds dumping waters for way too long, and while 
these designations will not solve all of the oceans problems, it is a major step in the 
right direction.

Congressman Ted Lieu (D-Santa Monica) has introduced legislation (HR 
5797) to make these designations along with several others in the 
Pacific Ocean.

The current conceptual proposal would ensure that:

For these reasons, we must OPPOSE Councilmember Buscaino’s resolution (CF#15-0002-S215) 
which, if enacted, would set the City of Los Angeles against California Coast National 
Monuments and we call upon the City Council and Mayor to oppose the resolution as well. The 
City of Los Angeles has taken great strides towards environmental protections in recent years 
and we urge you to continue that proud tradition, as the City’s actions have a powerful influence 
around the world.

Sincerely,

George Watland 
Sr. Chapter Director


