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Re: 805-833 South Catalina Street General Plan Amendment and Zone Change

Dear Ms. Dickinson,

I am writing to express the grave concerns that I have about the proposed project at 805
833 South Catalina Street. This project exemplifies exactly the type of “spot zoning” that 
subverts productive planning solutions to urban problems. There are appropriate planning 
processes through which we can increase density , and a mayoral override of a City 
Planning Commission decision is not one of them.

I am a member of the community-based organization. Chinatown Community for 
Equitable Development (CCED). CCED was founded in March 2012 and is an 
organization of community activists, residents, business owners, workers, and youth in 
Chinatown. CCED works with residents to build a Los Angeles with good jobs, a green 
environment, open recreational spaces, affordable housing and quality education for all. 
We are currently focused on tenants’ rights and development issues in Los Angeles.

The proposed project at 805-833 Catalina Street is an inappropriate development for the 
area given the neighborhood’s current residential character. Also, the lack of substantial 
public benefits concurrent with the proposed increase in density amount to a City give 
away of property to wealthy investors (density increases are like “land in the sky” 
because of the increase in building space they provide) with no return to the taxpayers 
and community members who will shoulder the burden of funding the infrastructure 
necessary for the developers to proceed.

Los Angeles now faces a serious lack of affordable housing that has driven overcrowding 
and homelessness to crisis levels. Zip codes in Los Angeles arc the most overcrowded in
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Like many other residents in neighborhoods throughout Los Angeles, I support 
community-driven development, from which perspective this project is a failure in 
substantial and multiple ways given the lack of community input and the flagrant 
disregard on the part of investors for the needs or sentiments of current residents in our 
communities.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

the entire nation, and Los Angeles leads the country in chronic homelessness. Building
more market rate housing will not solve these problems. Development such as this
actually drives increases in rents in the surrounding area and is far mom likely to lead to
increased displacement and rising rents than to lower housing costs.

Sincerely,

Lawrence Lan

Cc: Michael Bai, Office of Council President Herb Wesson
Sara Hernandez, Office of Couneilmember Jose Huizar 
Shawn Kuk. Office of Couneilmember Jose Huizar 
Clare Eberle, Office of Couneilmember Jose Huizar

Chinatown Community for Equitable Development (CCED) builds grassroots power with low-income and immigrant communities through 
organizing, education and mutual help. We are a multiethnic, intergenerational organization based in Los Angeles Chinatown.
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Alex Caputo-Pearl, UTLA President

February 23, 2016 

Couneilmember Jose Huizar
Chair, Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
City Hall 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles CA, 90012

OFFICERS

AIJEX CAPUTO-PEARL 
President

Dear Couneilmember Huizar:

Thank you for your serviee to the City of Los Angeles.
CECILY MYART-CRUZ .
utla/nea vice President We write this letter to express concern about the luxury tower proposed for 
UTiA/NEA Affiliate President 805-823 S. Catalina Street and 806-820 S. Kenmore Street.
BETTY FORRESTER 
UTLA/AFT Vice President 
AFT Local 1021 President

JUAN RAMIREZ 
Elementary Vice President

COLLEEN SCHWAB 
Secondary Vice President

ARLENE INOUYE 
Treasurer

DANIEL BARNHART
Secretary

Educators at the RFK Community School Complex who are important rank- 
and-file leaders of UTLA, a broad coalition of parents, students, and 
community members with whom they work, and educators from surrounding 
schools have been tracking this issue closely, having community dialogues, and 
attempting to express concerns.

Specifically, UTLA is concerned about the following:

• The project moving forward even though the Planning Commission 
opposed it

• Low-income families being displaced from their homes
• Lack of affordable housing within the proposal
• A sizable increase in traffic and pollution directly adjacent to a school
• The potential and unjust criminalization of young people of color, in a 

space that is directly adjacent to a school, that often comes with 
increased security brought in to serve luxury complexes such as this

• The potential increase in rent in the surrounding area that often comes 
with the development of luxury complexes such as this

• The clear need for other services and items in that specific community, 
that have been articulated by community members, that could be 
developed as an alternative to this luxury complex - services and items 
such as parks, green space, libraries, and recreation centers.

We look forward to hearing from you regarding these concerns. 

Thank you for your continued service to the City of Los Angeles. 

Sincerely,

Alex Caputo-Pearl
President, United Teachers Los Angeles

United Teachers Los Angeles • 3303 Wilshire Bivd, 10th floor, Los Angeles, CA 90010’ (213)467-5560 • www.utla.net 
Serving Los Angeles teachers with the California Teachers Association/National Education Association 

And the California Federation of Teachers/American Federation of Teachers, AFL-CIO

http://www.utla.net


City Clerk, Room 395 
City Hall
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear PLUM Committee members,

I am a Of the Koreatovvn neighborhood of Los Angeles, and I am writing to encourage
you to take action regarding an impoitant issue that profoundly impacts your constituents. Mike 
Hakim’s proposed 27-story luxury rental complex, “Catalina Project,” is grossly out of scale with 
the neighborhood; Commissioner Maria Cabildo described the proposed building as “wildly 
inappropriate" for its location.

A 27-story building is nine times the scale of the surrounding buildings in the area, and of the 
269 apartments being proposed, not one unit is offered as affordable housing. On numerous 
occasions, LA City Council and the LA City Planning Commission have voted against this 
development, citing bad zoning practice and negative environmental impacts for the existing 
community Additionally, we have seen that similar projects in other neighborhoods lead to rising 
rents in surrounding buildings This luxury building will have a negative effect on me and my 
neighbors, catalyzing further gentrification and displacing individuals and families like mine

As a concerned citizen, I am writing to demand that the city planning process be more inclusive 
of the community surrounding the proposed development Our voices and our concerns have 
continually been ignored. The Environmental Impact Report ("EIR") used to justify this approval 
was both flawed and outdated and must be revisited This development will affect the health of 
the various diverse communities that live ana work in Koreatown, a largely working class and 
immigrant neighborhood that is among the most densely populated in the nation (approximately
120,000 people live within 2.7 square miles)

In an obvious attempt to exclude the people of this community, who are largely Korean, 
Salvadoran, and Mexican, city planning letters sent to residents regarding this development 
were sent solely in English The City's attempts to rush this development through without the 
inclusion of these community members is truly appalling and this failing must be corrected.

Notably, this development was unanimously rejected by Mayor Eric Garcetti's City Planning 
Commission The Planning Commission's analysis was clear as to why the development is bad 
community planning for everyone. Among other reasons, adding this 27-story property in an 
already congested intersection wiil increase traffic exponentially where working class people 
already have no place to park, since the proposed development is adjacent to the largest school 
in the nation, the Robert F. Kennedy Complex. It will lead to rent increases to families already 
strugglmg to makes ends meet. Much like Mayor Garcetti's gentrifying developments in 
Hollywood led to a mass exodus of Latinos out of Hollywood, this will mean Latinos and 
Latino-owned businesses in Koreatown will be shuttered.



We are opposed to this development as planned, as it will have multiple negative impacts on our 
neighborhood. If Mike Hakim would like to move forward on building in this neighborhood, the 
building proposal must be revised to acknowledge the zoning requirements, existing landscape, 
and community need of Koreatown. Local residents must be heard in a conversation about what 
commumty benefits will oe included for projects of this scaie, such as affordable housing, green 
space, job-training centers, and parking spaces for community members. We want community 
development in true partnership with the community without displacing current residents. We 
want authentic community benefits that engage and support the residents in the surrounding 
area.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerelv.

Resident of Koreatown



City Clerk, Room 395 
City Hall
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear PLUM Committee members,
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I am a he Koreatown neighborhood of Los Angeles, and I am writing to encourage
you to take action regarding an important issue that profoundly impacts your constituents Mike 
hakim’s proposed 27-story luxury rental complex, “Catalina Project,” is grossly out of scale with 
the neignborhood; Commissioner Maria Cabildo described the proposed building as “wildly 
inappropriate” for its location

A 27-story building is nine times the scale of the surrounding buildings in the area, and of the 
2S9 apaitments being proposed, not one unit is offered as affordable housing On numerous 
occasions, LA City Council and the LA City Planning Commission have voted against this 
development, citing bad zoning practice and negative environmental impacts for the existing 
community. Additionally, we have seen that similar projects in other neighborhoods lead to rising 
rents in surrounding buildings. This luxury building will have a negative effect on me and my 
neighbors, catalyzing further gentrification and displacing individuals and families like mine.

As a concerned citizen, I am writing to demand that the city planning process be more inclusive 
of the community surrounding the proposed development. Our voices and our concerns have 
continually been ignored The Environmental Impact Report ("EIR") used to justify this approval 
was both flawed and outdated and must be revisited. This development will affect the health of 
the various diverse communities that live and work in Koreatown, a largely working class and 
immigrant neighborhood that is among the most densely populated in the nation (approximately
120,000 people live within 2.7 square miles)

In an obvious attempt to exclude the people of this community, who are largely Korean, 
Salvadoran, and Mexican, city planning letters sent to residents regarding this development 
were sent solely in English. Tne City's attempts to rush this development through without the 
inclusion of these community members is truly appalling and this failing must be corrected.

Notably, this development was unanimously rejected by Mayor Eric Garcetti's City Planning 
Commission. The Planning Commission’s analysis was clear as to why the development is bad 
community planning for everyone. Among other reasons, adding this 27-story property in an 
already congested intersection will increase traffic exponentially where working class people 
already have no place to park, since the proposed development is adjacent to the largest school 
in the nation, the Robert F. Kennedy Complex. It will lead to rent increases to families already 
struggling to makes ends meet. Much like Mayor Garcetti's gentrifying developments in 
Hollywood led to a mass exodus of Latinos out of Hollywood, this will mean Latinos and 
Latino-owned businesses in Koreatown will be shuttered.



We are opposed to this development as planned, as it will have multiple negative impacts on our 
neighborhood If Mike Hakim would like tc move forward on building in this neighborhood, the 
building proposal must be revised to acknowledge the zoning requirements, existing landscape, 
and community need of Koreatown. Local residents must be heard in a conversation about what 
community benefits will be included for projects of this scale, such as affordable housing, green 
space, job-training centers, and parking spaces for community members We want community 
development in true partnership with the community without displacing current residents We 
want authentic community benefits that engage and support the residents in the surrounding 
area

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Resident of Koreatown



City Clerk, Room 395 
City hall
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear PLUM Committee members,
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I am a cS^K’j'f^t/c&the Koreatown neighborhood of Los Angeles, and I am writing to encourage 
you to take action regarding an important issue that profoundly impacts your constituents Mike 
Hakim’s proposed 27-story luxury rental complex, “Catalina Project,” is grossly out of scale with 
the neighborhood; Commissioner Maria Cabildo described the proposed building as “wildly 
inappropriate'’ for its location.

A 27-story building is nine times the scale of the surrounding buildings in the area, and of the 
269 apartments being proposed, not one unit is offered as affordable housing On numerous 
occasions, LA City Council and the LA City Planning Commission have voted against this 
development, citing bad zoning practice and negative environmental impacts for the existing 
community. Additionally, we have seen that similar projects in other neighborhoods lead to rising 
rents in surrounding buildings. This luxury building will have a negative effect on me and my 
neighbors, catalyzing further gentrification and displacing individuals and families like mine.

As a concerned citizen, I am writing to demand that the city planning process be more inclusive 
of the community surrounding the proposed development. Our voices and our concerns have 
continually been ignored The Environmental Impact Report ("EIR") used to justify this approval 
was both flawed and outdated and must be revisited. This development will affect the health of 
the various diverse communities that live and work in Koreatown, a largely working class and 
immigrant neighborhood that is among the most densely populated in the nation (approximately
120,000 people live within 2 7 square miles).

In an obvious attempt to exclude the people of this community, who are largely Korean, 
Salvadoran, and Mexican, city planning letters sent to residents regarding this development 
were sent solely in English. The City's attempts to rush this development through without the 
inclusion of these community members is truly appalling and this 'ailing must be corrected

Notably, this development was unanimously rejected by Mayor Eric Garcetti's City Planning 
Commission The Planning Commission's analysis was clear as to why the development is bad 
community planning for everyone Among other reasons, adding this 27-stoiy property in an 
already congested intersection will increase traffic exponentially where working class people 
already have no place to parK, since the proposed development is adjacent to the 'argest school 
in the nation, the Robert F Kennedy Complex It will lead to rent increases to families already 
struggling to makes ends meet Much like Mayor Garcetti's gentrifying developments in 
Hollywood led to a mass exodus of Latinos out of Hollywood, this will mean Latinos and 
Latino-owned businesses in Koreatown will be shuttered.



We are opposed to this development as planned, as it will have multiple negative impacts on our 
neighborhood If Mike Hakim would like to move forward on building in this neighborhood, the 
ouilding proposal must be revised to acknowledge the zoning requirements, existing landscape, 
and community need of Koreatown Local residents must be heard in a conversation about what 
community benefits wi'l be included for projects of this scale, such as affordable housing, green 
space, job-training centers, and parking spaces for community members. We want community 
development in true partnership with the community without displacing current residents. We 
want authentic community benefits that engage and support the residents in the surrounding 
area.

Thank you for your attention to this matter

Resident of Koreatown



City Clerk, Room 395 
City Hall
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeies, CA 90012

Dear PLUM Committee members,
•HoXkif in

I am a the Koreatown neighborhood of Los Angeles, and I am writing to encourage
you to take action regarding an important issue that profoundly impacts your constituents. Mike 
Hakim’s proposed 27-story luxury rental complex, “Catalina Project,” is grossly out of scale with 
the neighborhood; Commissioner Maria Cabildo described the proposed building as “wildly 
inappropriate” for its location.

A 27 story building is nine times the scale of tne surrounding Duildmgs in the area, and of the 
269 apartments being proposed, not one unit is offered as affordable housing. On numerous 
occasions, LA City Council and the LA City Planning Commission have voted against this 
development, citing bad zoning practice and negative environmental impacts for the existing 
community. Additionally, we have seen that similar projects in other neighborhoods lead to rising 
rents in surrounding buildings This luxury building will have a negative effect on me and my 
neighbors, catalyzing further gentrification and displacing individuals and families like mine.

As a concerned citizen, I am writing to demand that the city planning process be more inclusive 
of the community surrounding the proposed development. Our voices and our concerns have 
continually been ignored The Environmental Impact Report ("EIR") used to justify this approval 
was both flawed and outdated and must be revisited. This development will affect the health of 
the various diverse communities that live and work in Koreatown, a largely working class and 
immigrant neighborhood that is among the most densely populated in the nation (approximately
120,000 people live within 2.7 square miles)

In an obvious attempt tc exclude tne people of this community, who are largely Korean, 
Salvadoran, and Mexican, city pianmng letters sent to residents regarding this development 
were sent solely in English. The City's attempts to rush this development through without the 
inclusion of these community members is truly appalling and this failing must be corrected.

Notably, this aevelopment was unanimously rejected by Mayor Eric Garcetti's City Planning 
Commission. The Planning Commission's analysis was clear as to why the development is bad 
community planning for everyone Among other reasons, adding this 27-story property in an 
already congested intersection will increase traffic exponentially where working class people 
already have no place to park, since the proposed development is adjacent to tne larges: school 
in the nation, the Robert F. Kennedy Complex. It will lead to rent increases to families already 
struggling to makes ends meet. Much like Mayor Garcetti's gentrifying developments in 
Hollywood led tc a mass exodus of Latinos out of Hollywood, this will mean Latinos and 
Latino-owned businesses in Koreatown will be shuttered.



We are opposed to this development as planned, as it will have multiple negative impacts on our 
neighborhood. If Mike Hakim would like to move forward on building in this neighborhood, the 
building prooosal must bo revised to acknowledge the zoning requirements, existing landscape, 
and uommunity need of Koreatown. Local residents must be heard in a conversation about what 
community benefits will be included for projects of this scale, such as affordable housing, green 
space, job-training centers, and parking spaces for community members. We want community 
development in true partnership with the community without displacing current residents We 
want authentic community benefits that engage and support the residents in the surrounding 
area.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Resident of Koreatown



City Clerk, Room 395 
City Hall
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear PLUM Committee members,
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I am a the Koreatown neighborhood of Los Angeles, and I am writing to encourage
you to take action regarding an important issue that profoundly .mpacts your constituents. Mike 
Hakim’s proposed 27-story luxury rental complex, “Catalina Project,” is grossly out of scale with 
the neignbornood; Commissioner Maria Caoildo described the proposed building as “wildly 
inappropriate” for its location.

A 27-story building is nine times the scale of the surrounding buildings in the area, and of the 
269 apartments being proposed, not one unit is offered as affordable housing. On numerous 
occasions, LA City Council and the LA City Planning Commission have voted against this 
development, citing bad zoning practice and negative environmental impacts for the existing 
community. Additionally, we have seen that similar projects in other neighborhoods lead to rising 
rents in surrounding buildings. This luxury building will have a negative effect on me and my 
neignbors, catalyzing further gentrification and displacing individuals and families like mine.

As a concerned citizen, I am writing to demand that the city planning process be more inclusive 
of the community surrounding the proposed development. Our voices and our concerns have 
continual'y been ignored. The Environmental impact Report ("EIR") used to justify this approval 
was both flawed and outdated and must be revisited This development will affect the health of 
the various diverse communities that live and work in Koreatown, a largely working class and 
immigrant neighborhood that is among the most densely populated in the nation (approximately
120,000 people live within 2.7 square miles)

In an obvious attempt to exclude tne people of this community, who are largely Korean, 
Saivadoran, and Mexican, city planning letters sent to residents regarding this development 
were sent solely in English. The City's attempts to rush this development through without the 
inclusion of these community members is truly appalling and this failing must be corrected.

Notably, this development was unanimously rejected by Mayor Eric Garcetti's City Planning 
Commission. The Planning Commission's analysis was clear as to why the development is bad 
community planning for everyone Among other reasons, adding this 27-story property in an 
already congested intersection will increase traffic exponentially where working class people 
already have no place to park, since the proposed development is adjacent to the largest school 
in the nation, the Robert F. Kennedy Complex. It will lead to rent increases to families already 
struggling to maxes ends meet. Much like Mayor Garcetti's gentrifying developments in 
Hollywood led to a mass exodus of Latinos out of Hollywood, this will mean Latinos and 
Latino-owned businesses in Koreatown will be shuttered.



We are opposed to this development as planned, as it will have multiple negative impacts on cur 
neighborhood. If Mike Hakim would like to move forward on building in this neighborhood, the 
building proposal must be revised to acKnowleage the zoning requirements, existing landscape, 
and community need of Koreatown L.ocai residents must be heard in a conversation about what 
community benefits will be included for projects of this scale, such as affordable housing, green 
space, job-training centers, ano parking spaces for community members We want community 
development in true partnership with the community without displacing current residents. We 
want authentic community benefits that engage and support the residents in the surrounding 
area.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely.

Resident of Koreatown



City Clerk, Room 395 
City Halt
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear PLUM Committee members,

P/\
I am a reoKrfiijpf the Koreatown neighborhooo of Los Angeles, and I am writing to encourage 
you to take action regarding an important issue that profoundly impacts your constituents Mike 
Hakim’s proposed 27-story luxury rental complex, “Catalina Project,” is grossly out of scale with 
the neighborhood; Commissioner Maria Cabildo described the proposed building as "wildly 
inappropriate” for its location.

A 27-story building is nine times the scale of the surrounding buildings in the area, and of the 
269 apartments being proposed, not one unit is offered as affordable housing. On numerous 
occasions, LA City Council and the LA City Planning Commission have voted against this 
development, citing bad zoning practice and negative environmental impacts for the existing 
community. Additionally, we have seen that similar projects in other neighborhoods lead to rising 
rents in surrounding buildings. This luxury building will have a negative effect on me and my 
neighbors, catalyzing further gentrification and displacing individuals and families like mine

As a concerned citizen, I am writing to demand that the city planning process be more inclusive 
of the community surrounding the proposed development. Our voices and our concerns have 
continually been ignored The Environmental Impact Report ("EIR”) used to justify this approval 
was both flawed and outdated and must be revisited. This development will affect the health of 
the various diverse communities that live and work in Koreatown, a largely working class and 
immigrant neighborhood that is among the most densely populated in the nation (approximately
120,000 people live within 2.7 square miles).

In an obvious attempt to exclude the people of this community, who are largely Korean, 
Salvadoran, and Mexican, city planning letters sent to residents regarding this development 
were sent solely In English. The City's attempts tc rush this development through without the 
inclusion of these community members is truly appalling and this failing must be corrected

Notably, this development was unanimously rejected by Mayor Eric Garcetti's City Planning 
Commission The Planning Commission's analysis was clear as to why the development is bad 
community planning for everyone. Among other reasons, adding this 27-story property in an 
already congested intersection will increase traffic exponentially where working class peopie 
already have no place to park, since the proposed development is adjacent to the largest school 
in the nation, the Robert F Kennedy Complex. It will lead to rent increases to families already 
struggling to makes ends meet. Much hke Mayor Garcetti's gentrifying developments in 
Hollywood led to a mass exodus of Latinos out of Hollywood, this will mean Latinos and 
Latino-owned businesses in Koreatown will be shuttered.



We are opposea to this development as planned, as it will have multipie negative impacts on our 
neighborhood. If Mike Hakim would like to move forward on building in this neighborhood, the 
building proposal must be revised to acknowledge the zoning requirements, existing landscape, 
and community need of Koreatown. Local residents must be heard in a conversation about what 
community benefits will be included for projects of this sca<e, such as affordable housing, green 
space, job-training centers, and parking spaces for community members We want community 
development in true padnership with the community without displacing current residents. We 
want authentic community benefits that engage and support the residents in the surrounding 
area.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,



City Clerk, Room 395 
City Hall
200 Nortn Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear PLUM Committee members,
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I am a Koreaiown neighborhood of Los Angeles, and I am writing to encourage
you to take action regarding an important issue that profoundly impacts your constituents Mike 
Hakim’s proposed 27-story luxury rental complex, “Cataiina Project,” is grossly out of scale with 
the neighborhood, Commissioner Maria Cabildo described the proposed building as “wildly 
inappropriate” for its location.

A 27-story building is nine times the scale of the surrounding buildings in the area, and of the 
269 apartments being proposed, not one unit is offered as affordable housing. On numerous 
occasions, LA City Council and the LA City Planning Commission have voted against this 
development, citing bad zoning practice and negative environmental impacts for the existing 
community. Additionally, we have seen that similar projects in other neighborhoods lead to rising 
rents in surrounding buildings This luxury building will have a negative effect on me and my 
neighbors, catalyzing further gentrification and displacing individuals and families like mine.

As a concerned c;tizen, I am writing to demand that the city planning process be more inclusive 
of the community surrounding the proposed development Our voices and our concerns have 
continually been ignored The Environmental Impact Report ("EIR") used to justify this approval 
was both flawed and outdated and must be revisited This development will affect the health of 
the various diverse communities that live and work in Koreatown, a largely working class and 
immigrant neighborhood that is among the most densely populated in the nation (approximately
120,000 people live within 2.7 square miles).

In an obvious attempt to exclude the people of this community, who are largely Korean, 
Salvadoran, and Mexican, city planning letters sent to residents regarding this development 
were sent solely in English. The City's attempts to rush this deveiopment through without the 
inclusion of these community members is truly appalling and this failing must be corrected

Notably, this development was unanimously rejected by Mayor Eric Garcetti's City Planning 
Commission. The Planning Commission's analysis was clear as to why the development is bad 
community planning for everyone. Among other reasons, adding this 27-story property in an 
already congested intersection will increase traffic exponentially where working class oeople 
already have no place to park, since the proposed development is adjacent to the largest school 
in the nation, tne Robert F. Kennedy Complex It will lead to rent increases to families already 
struggling to makes ends meet. Much like Mayor Garcetti's gentrifying developments in 
Hollywood led to a mass exodus of Latmos out of Hollywood, this will mean Latinos and 
Latino-owned businesses in Koreatown will be shuttered.



We are opposed tc this development as planned, as it wiil have multiple negative impacts on our 
neighborhood It Mike Hakim would like to move forward on building in this neighborhood, the 
building proposal must be revised to acknowledge the zoning requirements, existing landscape, 
and community need of Koreatown. Local residents must be heard in a conversation about what 
community benefits will be indudea for projects of this scale, such as affordaole housing green 
space, job-training centers, and parking spaces for community members We want community 
development in true partnership with the community without displacing current residents. We 
want authentic community benefits that engage and support the residents in the surrounding 
area. .

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Resident of Koreatown



City Clerk, Room 395 
City Hall
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear PLUM Committee members,
\yuteY |)V •

I am a rttaitiEirtt (tjf the Koreatown neighborhood of Los Angeles, and ! am writing to encourage 
you to take action regarding an important issue that profoundly impacts your constituents. Mike 
Harm's proposed 27-story luxury rental complex, "Catalina Project,” is grossly out of scale with 
the neighborhood; Commissioner Maria Cabildo described the proposed building as “wildly 
inappropriate” for its location.

A 27-story building is nine times the scale of the surrounding buildings in the area, and of the 
269 apartments being proposed, not one unit is offered as affordable housing. On numerous 
occasions, LA City Council and the LA City Planning Commission have voted against this 
development, citing bad zoning practice and negative environmental impacts for the existing 
community. Additionally, we have seen that similar projects in other neignborhoods lead to rising 
rents in surrounding buildings. This luxury building will have a negative effect on me and my 
neighbors, catalyzing further gentrification and displacing individuals and families like mine

As a concerned citizen, I am writing to demand that the city planning process be more inclusive 
of the community surrounding the proposed development. Our voices and our concerns have 
continually been ignored. The Environmental Impact Report ("EIR") used to justify this approval 
was both flawed and outdated and must be revisited. This development will affect the health of 
the various diverse communities that live and work in Koreatown, a largely working class and 
immigrant neighborhood that is among the most densely populated in the nation (approximately
120,000 people live within 2.7 square miles).

In an obvious attempt to exclude the people of this community, who are largely Korean, 
Salvadoran, and Mexican, city planning letters sent to residents regarding this cevelopment 
were sent solely in English The City's attempts to rush this development through without the 
inclusion of these community members is truly appalling and th:s failing must be corrected.

Notably, this development was unanimously rejected by Mayor Eric Garcetti's City Planning 
Commission. The Planning Commission's analysis was clear as to wny tire development is bad 
community planning for everyone. Among other reasons, adding this 27-story property in an 
already congested intersection will increase traffic exponentially where working class people 
already have no place to park, since the proposed development is adjacent to the largest school 
in the nation, the Robert F. Kennedy Complex. It will lead to rent increases to families already 
struggling to maxes ends meet. Much like Mayor Garcetti's gentrifying developments in 
Hollywood led to a mass exodus of Latinos out of Hollywood, this will mean Latinos ana 
Latino-owned businesses in Koreatown will be shuttered.



We are opposed to this development as planned, as it will have multiple negative impacts on our 
neighborhood. If Mike Hakim would like tc move forward on Du lding in this neighborhood, the 
building proposal must be revised to acknowledge the zoning requirements, existing landscape, 
and community need of Koreatown. Local resiaents must be heard in a conversation about what 
community benefits will be included for projects of this scale, such as affordable housing, green 
space, job-training centers, and parking spaces for community members. We want community 
development in true partnersnip with ttie community without displacing current residents We 
want authentic community benefits that engage and support the residents in the surrounding 
area.

Thank you for your attention to this matter

Sincer

i
Resident of Koreatown



City Clerk, Room 395
City Hall ■
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear PLUM Committee members,
\'A

I am a resuJW'Pf the Koreatown neignborhood of Los Angeles, and I am writing to encourage 
you to take action regarding an important issue that profoundly impacts your constituents. Mike 
Hakim’s proposed 27-story luxury rental complex, “Cataiina Project,” is grossly out of scale with 
the neighborhood; Commissioner Maria Cabildo described the proposed building as “wildly 
inappropriate” for its location.

A 27-story building is nine times the scale of the surrounding buildings in the area, and of the 
269 apartments being proposed, not one unit is offered as affordable housing. On numerous 
occasions, LA City Council and the LA City Planning Commission have voted against this 
development, citing bad zoning practice and negative environmental impacts for the existing 
community. Additionally, we have seen that similar projects in otner neighborhoods lead tc rising 
rents in surrounding buildings. This luxury building will have a negative effect on me and my 
neighbors, catalyzing further gentrification and displacing individuals and families like mine.

As a concerned citizen, I am writing to demand that the city planning process be more inclusive 
of the community surrounding the proposed development. Our voices and our concerns have 
continually been ignored. The Environmental Impact Report ("EIR") used to justify this approval 
was both flawed and outdated and must be revisited. This development will affect the nealth of 
the various diverse communities that live and work in Koreatown, a largely working class and 
immigrant neighborhood that is among the most densely populated in the nation (approximately
120,000 people live within 2 7 square miles).

In an obvious attempt to exclude the people of this community, who are largely Korean, 
Salvadoran, and Mexican, city planning letters sent to residents regaiding this development 
were sent solely in English. The City's attempts to rush this development through without the 
inclusion of these community members is truly appalling and this failing must be corrected.

Notably, this development was unanimously rejected by Mayor Eric Garcetti's City Planning 
Commission. The Planning Commission's analysis was clear as to why the development is bad 
community planning for everyone. Among other reasons, adding this 27-story property in an 
already congested intersection will increase traffic exponentially where working class people 
already have no place to Dark, since the proposed development is adjacent to the largest school 
in the nation, the Robert F. Kennedy Complex. It will lead to rent increases to families already 
struggling to makes ends meet. Much like Mayor Garcetti's gentrifying developments in 
Hollywood led to a mass exodus of Latinos out of Hollywood, this will mean Latinos and 
Latino-owned businesses in Koreatown will be shuttered.



We are opposed to this development as planned, as it will have multiple negative impacts on our 
neighborhood If Mike Hakim would like to move forward on building in this neighborhood, the 
building proposal must be revised to acknowledge the zoning requirements, existing landscape, 
and community need of Koreatown Local residents must be heard in a conversation about what 
community benefits will be included for projects of this scale, such as affordable housing, green 
space, job-training centers, and parking spaces for community members. We want community 
development in true partnership with the community without displacing current residents. We 
want authentic community benefits that engage and support the residents in the surrounding 
area

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

y
//

f

yf

Resident of Koreatown Vv v\ v 1 \iWb
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City Clerk, Room 395 
City Hall
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear PLUM Committee members,

As a resident of Koreatown, I refuse to let the development of a 27-story luxury rental 
complex called the “Catalina Project'’ happen or even begin. It goes on to show that not all cf 
our “esteemed" elected officials can be held accountable. The proposed project is extensively 
out of place. It is not in the interest of the community with a disproportionate urban density—in 
tact, the construction of this building will displace certain communitfes that have been living here 
for decades

Koreatown is a diverse community filled with people from all walks of life, but it’s also 
one of the most populated. There are a lot of reasons why this development plan is 
inappropriate, and frankly, ali of them makes more sense than Mayor Ehc Garcetti.

Tnis project will not only pollute the area with negative environmental effects, but it will 
also congest the flow of traffic to such extent that parking will no longer be available. It’s already 
bad as it is. Many people hero work two or more jobs, and at the end of the day, has to find 
parking space just to get home and rest As if that’s bad enough, the streets are too small to 
accommodate for more traffic, making moving around more of a hassle.

If something simple such as walking and crossing the street becomes impossible, then 
how could one propose the idea that this area is a regional center? I could see that our mayor 
thought this through clearly.

It is obvious that supporters of th'S project has the intention to exclude the people living 
in this community and push them out With this community largely made out of immigrant 
families and people of color, I can see why this plan was approved discretely. Seems to be an 
elitist view to me

If Mike Hakim would like to move on with this egregious plan, the building proposal must 
be revised to acknowledge the zoning requirements, existing landscape, and the needs of the 
community Another thing we demand is the inclusion of the community surrounding the 
proposed development. We cannot let ourselves suffer just so affluent buyers can thrive and 
Kick us out of our own community.

Thank you for evaluating this matter

Regards,

Karl Pineda 
674 S. Catalina St.
Los Angeles, CA 90005
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Cjty Clerk Room 395 
City Hall
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles,CA 900012

Dear PLUM Committee members,

I am a student attending UCLA-Community School one of the academies within RFK, and J. 
nave been a resident of the Koreatown neighborhood of Los Angeles for the past 17 years f am 
writing to encourage everyone to take action regarding of an important issue that can 
economically affect the community of Koreatown. Mike Hakim proposed to build a 2.7-story 
luxury rental complex, a complex that brings a rise of consequences that place us in a situation 
that can change the way the residents live forever.

As a concerned citizen, I a writing to demand that the city planning process be more inclusive 
of the community surrounding the proposed development. We live in a apartment a block from 
this is going to take place with a rental payment of $800. My dad is the the only that works 
enough to barely get through bills, costs, and rent. If this 27-story luxury is to continue and 
commence the construction,It can negativeiy throw koreatown residents under the bus The 
majority of the residents are m a low-income status. With the amounts of homeless rates 
increasing, this can either make people move out of their homes, or no longer be able to stay in 
this community and search for a new home

It is obvious that if parents start to take cut their kids from these schools, the less kids this 
school will have. This school has greatly impacted me and has lead me to be where I am today 
which is on my way to college and there is not many schools with great potential as this one 
Having the thought of this school potentially not existing anymore is heartbreaking. There are 
many kids out there who want education but if kids are obligated to leave because of economic 
reasons, it ruins their future. Gradually, this will become a place with a high concentration of 
people who have money and those who don't will move out.

Furthermore this community is impacted with a diverse of races, in particular latinos. Tne city 
plannings are being established in English,while many of the residents don’t understand the 
situation because of the language barriers. They are excluding the community opinions in this, 
and we need to make this be mere awared of and make sure people know that this is not okay 
Please stop the 27-story luxury rentai complex, for the sake of the Koreatown residents to save 
the lives of these people from potential life changing consequences.

Sincerely, Daisy Huantes

Resident and Student of Koreatown.
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Deat PLUM Committee member,

I am a student of UCLA Community school and 1 am writing this letter to encourage you to take action 
regarding our community. This building not only will lead to families having to leave their apartment that 
they’ve lived in for years but, the known diversity of our community will be gone. Miniroties will have no 
other choice to leave their home because the value of living will tremendously increase. I as a student am 
running the risk to lose my school due to talks and concerns of it becoming a charter school. This will also 
result in minorities leaving the school and making education for minorities even more dissapointing. The 
only thing this project will do is put money in already rich peoples pockets and take a lot from the people 
who it rightfully belongs to.

City Clear, Room 395
City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Sincerly Nataly Flores, 
700 s Westmoreland apt. 112 

Los Angeles, California



City Clerk, Room 395 

City Hall

200 North Spring Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear PLUM Committee members,

I am a resident of the Koreatown neighborhood of Los Angeles, and I am writing to encourage 

you to take action regarding an important issue that profoundly impacts your constituent. I am 

writing to demand that our voices and concerns be heard and be taken into serious consideration. 

As a resident and student in Koreatown, 1 have seen the effects that these developments have on 

the community. In my street, they tore down a building to construct a luxurious hotel, that is not 

even affordable to those living in the area. People have been pushed out, only to create arid 

construct a building that won’t help them or anyone around. These unnecessary developments 

are only benefiting the upper class and harming those who make up most of Los Angeles.

These new developments are pushing out people who have lived in this neighborhood for years, 

into dangerous and poor neighborhoods, because they can no longer afford where they used to 

live. Not only will this new 27-story building affect the residents living in the area but also the 

health of those around, including schools and workers. The amount of dirt and chemicals that 

will be in our atmosphere will increase, which will tremendously cooperate with global warming 

and climate changes; thus, affecting everyone. 1 am a student from UCLA Community School, a 

school that is located in front of where it is planned to construct the new development . The 

majority of those in schools are children and teenagers, along with adults. These are the people 
who will be affected by this idea, not those who are planning to construct.

I am opposed to this development, as it will have only negative outcomes to everyone in the 

neighborhood. We want authentic community' benefits that engage and support the residents in 
the surrounding area.



Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely, 

Miriam Lopez

1138 Fedora St. Los Angeles, CA 90006
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February 17, 2016

City Clerk Room 395 
City Ilall 
200 N. Spring St 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear PLUM Committee member,

I am a 10th at UCLA community School on the RFK campus of the Koreatown. My 
family and I have lived in Koreatown for about 5 years. I didn’t know that there was a 27 story 
building being built a block away from my house and right next to my favorite liquor store. My 
family doesn’t even know about the building being proposed, plus we didn’t even get a letter for 
it. I didn’t even know about this until my advisor telling me about this building. I didn’t get no 
letter from anyone.

Since this is Koreatown, it’s one of the densest places in Los angeies and the traffic is the 
worst. Just imagine 100s of more people in Koreatown and couple of more hundreds of cars with 
it. The pollution and the more cars that are being added to the traffic of one the densest streets of 
Koreatown. The place that is being built is the worst possible place because rt’s on 8th street and 
most of the traffic is on there. The building is in a road where there is a small road and they are 
trying to remove two business that are made to made room for the huge parking garage for 
entering and exiting.

For myself the traffic doesn’t r eally affect me because 1 walk to school, but when the 
construction starts the noise pollution will be loud. The noise from it will bother everybody in 
the neighborhood, Just imagine the noise during school. Most of the construction comes midday 
and also school is midday. The noise pollution can bother us in class because UCLA cs is the 
closest academy to the construction site.

Instead of the building being built we can build bunding that can help the community. 
For example we can build recreational parks, gyms, job center, cheaper apartments for families 
to live in because the new apartment rent will be above 2000 dollars and I’m pretty sure that 
most of the people in the community can’t afford that. Those are some of my vision of the empty 
let instead of building a luxury complex and adding more traffic.

Sincerely, 
Ehfaz Haq



City Cierk, room 395 
City Hall
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles CA 90012

My name is Amado and I am a student at the Robert F Kennedy 
community school. I live with both my parents, and recently there has been 
many apartments being constructed around my block and due to that our 
rent has been raised to about 5-7% more than what it used to be. I am 
concerned about this new 27 story building project because it is already 
nard for me to get to school on bus, there's always a traffic jam right around 
Vermont, and . am also concerned because our rent is already high as t is 
and we won’t be able to pay for it, if the rent gets even higher.

If this luxury apartment is build what will happen s that many people 
who already struggling with rent will be forced to move out of their homes 
because they can't pay for it any longer. Also :t will make traffic even worse 
than it is and also a h'gher chance of car collision and hurting students as 
well. The Data they have used is outdated and nas not since then been 
revised The robed F kennedy school has more 5,000 students attending 
which involves kindergaden through high school. We have to make it safe 
around our community and aiso make it easier for adults to take their child 
to school whether it be on car or bus. The air that we breath is already 
pretty dry and has many chemicals that we nhale on a daily basis adding 
more chemicals will increase a more dangerous environment for other 
students, especially students witn asthma. I wou'd love if you could please 
stop the project of this building, for the students at this school for adults 
who already struggling make ends meet. Our voice matters and our 
concerns should too



Dear PLUM Committee members,

I am a teacher at the Robert F. Kennedy Community School, located in Koreatown I am writing 
to ask you to stop development of M'ke Hakim’s proposeo 27-story luxury rental complex, 
“Catalina Project,”

Last month (3/9/16), one of our 12th grade students was hit oy a car Two years ago, a car 
crashed into our scnool complex on 8th street during drop-off time for over 1000 elementary 
school children. Luckily, only a few people were minorly injured. Daily, there are near miss 
accidents with pedestrians, bikers, sKateboarders, and vehicles. With over 4,000 elementary, 
middle, and high school students and over 500 staff members arriving to school and work daily, 
the car and pedestrian traffic is constant and dangerous for our families and staff. Weekly my 
students and parents tell me that their landlord is increasing the rent for their apartment. 
Families are having to move to find more affordable rent, even during the middie of the school 
year. The gentrification in Koreatown is disrupting my students' education and the lives of the 
families I serve.

City Clerk, Room 395
City Hail
200 North Spring Street
LosAngeies, CA 90012

The Catalina Project would bring a 27-story building with 269 apartments to this community 
The building wouid be nine times the scale of surrounding buildings. None of the apartments 
would be affordable for the families in our community. Commissioner Maria Cabildo described 
the proposed building as “wildly inappropriate” for its location. Like similar projects in other 
neighborhoods, this one will lead tc rising rents in surrounding buildings. The additional traffic 
and pedestrians would escalate an already dangerous situation for our students, families, ana 
staff. On numerous occasions, LA City Council and the LA City Planning Commission have 
voted against this development, citing bad zoning practice and negative environmental impacts, 
The Environmental Impact Report ("EIR") used to justify this approval was both flawed 
outdated Notably, this development was unanimously rejected by Mayor Eric Garcetti’s 
Planning Commission. Yet, residents, who are largely Korean, Salvadoran, and Mexican, 
received letters only in English about the forward progress of this development

Please stop the development of the Catalina Project. This development will this community 
more dangerous due tc accidents. It will catalyze further gentrification and displace our hard 

ig families. Please stop it now before more of our students are injured or worse, kilied. 
Please stop it before more of our families are qj^placed due to high rent costs.



February 19, 2016

City Clerk, Room 395 
City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Attn: Sharon Dickinson, Legislative Assistant

Re: 805-833 South Catalina Street General Plan Amendment and Zone Change 

Dear PLUM Committee Members,

As a resident and homeowner of District 10, it appalls me that the Mayor of this city and that my 
own Councilmember Council President Herb J. Wesson is supporting the development of a 
proposed 27 story luxury apartment building at 805-833 South Catalina Street,

Koreatown is one of the last working class neighborhoods left in Los Angeles. If low income 
families and individuals cannot find affordable housing in Los Angeles they are going to be pushed 
out to other counties, making them have to increase their commute expenses, forcing them to 
leave their children unattended, take second jobs and eventually leading to them being 
homeless. If we really want to attack the homeless problem head on in Los Angeles we need to 
start by preventing it from happening. A great city is not made up of wealthy individuals but of 
people of various socioeconomic backgrounds. The funds that Mr. Hakim is proposing to provide 
to the Affordable Housing Trust fund are a drop in the bucket, If he was a responsible developer 
he would set aside at least 20% of the units in his project for affordable housing as it's required 
by the California State Density Bonus law.

I want it to be clear that I am not against increasing density but what I am against is poorly 
planned development and this project is just that it's poorly planned. There is a reason why the 
planning commission did not recommend approving the project. At a time where we are going 
through one of the largest homeless crisis in Los Angeles, we must ask ourselves what kind of city 
are we creating and how do our actions propel the future of Los Angeles I urge Mr. Wesson and 
Mr. Garcetti to start asking for some real community benefits instead of settling for something 
that is supposed to pass of as a "win" for the city. PLUM Committee members please do not 
approve this project as is, ask for some real community benefits, keep Los Angeles affordable for 
people of all spectrums, and start to really take a stand tor the working class families and 
individuals that keep this city afloat

Sincerely,

Daisy ivuguei
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City Clerk, Room 395 
City Hall
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear PLUM Committee members,

I am a resident of the Koreatown neighborhood of Los Angeles, and I am writing to encourage you to take 
action regarding an important issue that profoundly impacts your constituents M.ke Hakim’s proposed 
27-story luxury rental complex, “Catalina Project,” is grossly out of scale with the neighborhood; 
Commissioner Maria Caoildo described the proposed building as ‘wildly inappropriate” for its location

A 27-story building is nine times the scale of the surrounding buildings in the area, and of the 269 
apartments being proposed not one unit is offered as affordable housing. On numerous occasions, LA 
City Council and the LA City Planning Commission have voted against this development, citing bad 
zoning practice and negative environmental impacts for the existing community. Additionally, we have 
seen that similar projects in other neighborhoods lead to rising rents in surrounding buildings This luxury 
building will have a negative effect on me and my neighbors catalyzing further gentrification and 
displacing individuals and families like mine

As a concerned citizen I am writing to demand that the city planning process be more inclusive of the 
community surrounding the proposed development Our voices and our concerns have continually been 
ignored. The Environmental Impact Report ("EIR") used to justify tnis approval was both flawed and 
outdated and must be revisited. This development will affect the health of the various diverse 
communities that live and work in Koreatown. a largely working class ana immigrant neignborhood that is 
among the most densely populated in the nation (approximately 120,000 people live within 2.7 square 
miles).

In an obvious attempt to exclude the people of this community, who are largely Korean, Salvadoran, and 
Mexican, city planning letters sent to residents regarding this development were sent solely in English 
The City's attempts to rush this development through without the inclusion of these community members 
is truly appalling and this failing must be corrected.

Notably, this development was unanimously rejected by Mayor Eric Garcetti's City Planning Commission. 
The Planning Commission's analysis was clear as to why the development is bad community planning for 
everyone Among other reasons adding this 27-story property in an already congested intersection will 
increase traffic exponentially where working class people already have no place to park, since the 
proposed development is adjacent to the largest school in the nation, the Robert F. Kennedy Complex. It 
will lead to rent increases to families already struggling to makes ends meet. Much like Mayer Garcetti's



gentrifying developments in Horywood led tc a mass exodus of Latinos out of Hollywood, this will mean 
Latinos and Latino-owned businesses in Koreatown will be shuttered

We are opposed to this development as planned, as it will have multiple negative impacts on our 
neighborhood. If Mike Hakim would like to move forward on building in this neighDorhood, the building 
proposal must be revised to acknowledge the zoning requirements existing landscape, and community 
need of Koreatown. Local residents must be heard in a conversation about what community benefits will 
be included for projects of this scale, such as affordable housing green space job-training centers and 
parking spaces for community members. We want community development in true partnershio with the 
community without displacing curerit residents. We want authentic community benefits that engage and 
support the residents in the surrounding area

Please keep Koreatown a livable neighborhood for low-income residents! The rapid development 
of luxury condos is having a disastrous impact on rents. I am a working graduate student, and 
fear being displaced as rents have skyrocketed at an unbelievable rate just these past two years. 
Homelessness is a burgeoning crisis -- now more than ever we need affordable housing rather 
than developments that make neighborhoods unhvable for low-income residents, and that fuel 
displacement. Koreatown is Koreatown because it's a historic community and center for Korean 
and Latino immigrants, among others. They are the ones who bring world-famous delicious food 
to its restaurants and food trucks, who make the local businesses run, and make it the unique 
place it is. I love that Koreatown is a multi-ethnic neighborhood, where you can see kids and 
families walking around because both housing and eats/housing are nearby, and you can see 
people from different ethnicities sharing buses. Keep Koreatown a place where low-income 
families can live, and even thrive!

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Amelia Chew

Resident of Koreatown
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