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Dear Honorable Committee Chair Buscaino,

On behalf of Mack Urban, an active developer in the Downtown South Park community, I 
write to express opposition to the proposed changes to the City of Los Angeles’s tree 
pruning and removal policy in public right-of-way areas.

The proposed changes include:
• Application fee increase of 200 dollars
• An uncertain application process,
• Undefined post-pruning inspection standards.

These changes stand to make the tree pruning process more difficult, less effective 
and costlier for both parties involved. Moreover, the changes to this policy will make 
it more difficult to maintain a healthy tree canopy and safe neighborhood sidewalks.

Mack Urban supports the City’s efforts to combat climate change; however, this policy will 
cause significant delays in the approval and pruning process. Timely pruning is essential to 
ensuring a tree's vitality as well as the safety of pedestrians. As such, implementing a 
permit approval process that requires tree inspection prior to pruning is neither cost 
effective nor efficient, ultimately causing delays and more harm to the trees. Undefined 
time limits for receipt of permit and post pruning inspections will add more delay and 
uncertainty to the process. In addition, increasing the permit application fee and applying a 
$1,000 fine for improper pruning will only deter business owners from pruning altogether.

Because the City has historically struggled to dedicate resources to prune trees, many of 
the trees in South Park unhealthy, have damaged our sidewalks, and pose a safety threat 
during storms. In order to encourage timely pruning of street trees, the City should 
streamline the process to receive a tree removal permit - not make it more difficult, which 
will only discourage more owners from pruning their trees.

As fellow residents of the City of Los Angeles, we are willing and eager to collaborate with 
the City to address climate change. Permitting and enforcing street tree pruning and 
removal can be done more effectively without sacrificing efficiency and pragmatism, and 
without subjecting citizens to egregious fines.
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We ask that the Bureau of Street Services reconsider its recommendations and formulate a 
more efficient and lower cost solution that supports the local community in its effort to 
care for the tree canopy.

Sincerely,

Paul Keller 
CEO, Mack Urban
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