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February 8,2017
Los Angeles City Council Transportation Committee
City Hall, Room 1010 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Via email to: adam.lid@lacity.org 
Transportation Committee 
Councilmember Mike Bonin, Chair 
Councilmember Paul Koretz 
Councilmember Jose Huizar 
Councilmember Nury Martinez 
Councilmember David E. Ryu

There are a serious problems with the Vision Zero Tasks Force's (includes AAA the sponsors of the 
California Speed Trap Law and the 85 percentile rule) Vision Zero Action Plan (VZAP), the worst of 
which is the VZAP's intention to raise speed limits on Los Angeles' roadways including streets on Los 
Angeles' High Injury Network (HIN).

The lack of mention of lowering speed limits in the VZAP from the deadly 35/45mph limits on the 
City's boulevards, avenues, collectors and residential streets including the HIN to safer speed limits 
of 25/15 mph in Los Angeles is baffling.

Further the spending of $2 million of City funds on a billboard campaign when every time a 
community member or group asks LADOT for a street safety improvement, DOT staff remind us that 
there is no budget for such work makes this large expenditure questionable.
Especially when considering that amount would pay for 10 full stop lights or many more Activated 
Pedestrian Warning Devices (APWD) and/or Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB)

Safer, slower top speed limits have been instituted by New York City, Seattle, Boston and in other 
North American cities. The response to this being implemented in Los Angeles is often that "but LA is 
different". Yes it is different when compared to the ten other largest metropolitan cities in the US, it 
streets are doubly as deadly as many of those other cities largely because of our high speed limits.

Yes there is the California Speed Trap law and its 85 percentile rule that supposedly forces cities in 
California to raise speed limits. There are exceptions within this law and its rules that are manifest on 
all of the High Injury Network (HIN) streets in Los Angeles. These exceptions can be implemented by 
the City to lower speed limits on our streets instead of raising them if LADOT, the City Council, and 
Mayor Garcetti showed the will to do so.

On page 15 of the VZAP is the only mention of lowering speed limits in the Action Plan, "A speed- 
limit reduction may be more appropriate on streets where children walk to school."
In my experience children walk on all sorts of streets and not only to get to school, as do seniors and 
the disabled, our City's most vulnerable street users.

There is some amorphous language on page 36 of the VZAP as follows, "Vision Zero for Los Angeles 
will pursue local, state, and federal legislation that strengthens traffic safety policy...", but the VZAP 
doesn't go on to then state what policy changes will be pursued by the City.
I am unaware of any efforts made by the City Council or Mayor's office towards California State 
Legislators to change the Speed Trap Law and the 85 percentile rule since the Executive Order made 
by the Mayor in August 2015.
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More ominous in VZAP are the BENCHMARKS on page 37. The second row concerns finishing speed 
surveys on the HIN conducted by LADOT but does not state what the results of these surveys will 
be.
In Joe Linton's June 9th 2016 article in StreetsblogLA concerning the City Council Transportation 
Committee meeting of June 8th 2016, he states that
"LADOT General Manager Reynolds stressed that speed surveys and resultant speed limit increases are 
needed."
Earlier at this same meeting Ms. Reynolds stated
"IF WE COULD GET EVERYBODY IN THE CITY TO SLOW DOWN TO A SAFE SPEED, WE COULD SAVE 
HUNDREDS OF LIVES EVERY YEAR." This quote is verbatim from printed minutes of the meeting.

We live in a City (second largest in the US) and a State (largest population) that is now facing down the full brunt of 
the power of an arch-conservative unified federal government on the issue of immigrants rights, one of the most 
significant human rights battles of this century for our Country.
That the City of Los Angeles is not willing to deal with the same vigor towards Caltrans, and the State of California's 
terribly inequitable (most pedestrian, bicyclists and transit users deaths in Los Angeles are suffered by POC) Speed 
Trap Law and 85 percentile rule when California's legislature is controlled by the Democratic Party, when our City is 
suffering from an epidemic of Kills and Serious Injury (KSI) of persons who walk, ride a bike or use transit on its 
sidewalks, crosswalks, bike lanes, transit stops and streets is stunning.

Sincerely,

Bobby Peppey
Vision Zero Alliance member
Advisory and Policy Committee
Enforcement Committee
Homeowner
3523 Crestmomt Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90026

(This letter includes my personal concerns with the Vision Zero Task Force's VZAP and are not 
necessarily the concerns or opinions of the Vision Zero Alliance and its membership.)
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