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Honorable Councilmember Paul Krekorian 
Budget and Finance Committee, Chairperson

Attention: Erika Pulst, Legislative Assistant I
Office of the City Clerk 
200 North Spring Street, Room 395 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

REQUEST FOR ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF STREET SERVICES, 
POSITION AS CHIEF SUSTAINABILITY OFFICER AND CHIEF URBAN FORESTER

Over the past month, two significant and substantial developments have taken place that will require 
additional executive leadership and expertise at the Bureau of Street Services (BSS). First, the Mayor 
launched the Sustainable City pLAn (pLAn) for Los Angeles. This plan sets forth a vision for 
transforming Los Angeles into a more sustainable City in the near and long-term, through the frames of 
environment, economy, and equity. The Mayor has recognized the incredible importance BSS will play 
in many of the plan’s objective - and, in fact, is a fundamental player in multiple key deliverables. 
Additionally, the City recently settled the Willits lawsuit, agreeing to implement a 30-year work plan to 
repair and reconstruct the City’s sidewalks. This $1.4 billion work plan will unquestionably have 
substantial impacts on the City’s urban forest; and due to a recent retirement, the BSS’ City Forester 
position (Street Tree Superintendent II, Class Code 3160-2) has become vacant.

In order to ensure full implementation of the Sustainability pLAn and in order to ensure that BSS is 
adequately poised to deal with the extremely complex tree canopy implications of the Willits settlement, 
BSS requests funding and exempt position authority for one Assistant Director for Sustainability with a 
civil service class title of Assistant Director Bureau of Street Services (Class Code 4156). This Assistant 
Director will serve as the BSS Chief Sustainability Officer - and, as a logical and major component of 
that position, assume the duties of the previously titled and classified City Forester position (Street Tree 
Superintendent II, Class Code 3160-2).

As the BSS budget proposal for FY 2015-16 was being prepared at the end of calendar year 2014, neither 
the pLAn nor settlement of the Willits litigation were contemplated or clear as it relates to their impact on 
BSS’ and other departments operations. As part of Mayoral Executive Directive #7, a dedicated CSO 
position is required to address the multiple sustainability issues under the purview of BSS that are
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associated with these two items, including but not limited to the environmental and economic impacts on 
the urban forest canopy and species diversity, as well as the oversight and implementation of other pieces 
of work, ranging from the retrofitting of our asphalt plants to the further development of Green Street 
models in our Pavement Preservation program and the transformation of medians and parkways under 
Mayoral Executive Directive #5.

The ideal candidate for this position will have excellent interpersonal and communication skills (both 
written and oral), extensive knowledge and understanding of best management practices in arboriculture, 
sustainability strategies, materials research and development, project management oversight, and long
term strategic planning, and have the ability to develop and analyze benchmarking and performance 
metrics. Due to the specialized knowledge and skills required, exemption of the CSO from civil service 
provisions will provide the flexibility needed to recruit and select the best qualified candidate from both 
within and outside the City workforce.

As mentioned, due to a recent retirement, the City Forester position (Street Tree Superintendent II, Class 
Code 3160-2) has become vacant. The duties of the City Forester are a logical and crucial subset of the 
responsibilities assigned to an AD for Sustainability. An upgrade of the City Forester position authority to 
an Assistant Director appears both economical and prudent. The current City Forester vacancy would 
allow the salary of the requested AD position to be partially offset with the savings generated from the 
vacancy. In summary, the BSS AD for Sustainability will serve as the City Forester, provide oversight 
and ensure realization of the pLAn’s objectives as it relates to services delivered by BSS, and work 
collaboratively and directly with other City departments and offices of elected officials.

Thank you in advance for consideration of my request for an exempt position authority for an Assistant 
Director, Bureau of Street Services (Class Code 4156). If you need additional information or have other 
inquiries, please contact Victoria Villa-Agustin, Chief Management Analyst, at (213) 847-2815.

Very truly yours,
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