
BOARD OF LIBRARY
COMMISSIONERS

JOSEFA SALINAS
PRESIDENT

BICH NGOC CAO
VICE-PRESIDENT

GREGORY BETTINELLI
MAI LASSITER
RITA WALTERS

RAQUEL M. BORDEN
BOARD EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

CITY OF Los ANGELES
CALIFORNIA

ERIC GARCETTI

MAYOR

April 21, 2015

The Honorable Paul Krekorian, Chair
City Council Budget and Finance Committee
do Erika Pulst, Office of the City Clerk
Room 395, City Hall
Los Angeles, CA 90012

LOS ANGELES
PUBLIC LIBRARY

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES

MAYOR'S PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE LIBRARY DEPARTMENT

Dear Councilmember Krekorian:

RICHARD J. RIORDAN
CENTRAL LIBRARY

630 WEST FIFTH STREET
LOS ANGELES, CA 90071

(213) 228-7515 Phone
(213) 228-7096 TDD
(877) 488-4327 TDD
(TOLL FREE NO.)

JOHN F. SZABO
CITY LIBRARIAN

I want to thank the Mayor and City Council for the significant support provided to the
Los Angeles Public Library (LAPL). With this support, the Library provides a level of
social, cultural and educational services unmatched by any other public institution in the
city.

Today, the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) announced the Los
Angeles Public Library as one of ten recipients of the 2015 National Medal for Museum
and Library Service. The National Medal is the nation's highest honor given to libraries
and museums for service to the community. The award celebrates institutions that
present extraordinary and innovative approaches to public service to make a difference
for individuals, families and communities. The award recognizes LAPL's programs that
help people become American citizens, earn their high school diploma, manage their
personal finances and obtain health insurance, resources and consumer education
among others.

LAPL is honored to receive this prestigious award that recognizes the library for its
success in empowering our diverse communities and delivering services that help all
residents of Los Angeles reach their goals.

I appreciate the Mayor's recognition of the library's innovations and outstanding services
and his proposed budget enhances them. The Mayor's 2015-16 Proposed Budget
provides funds to improve our information technology infrastructure, increase our
digitization efforts, enhance our ability to bridge the digital divide by providing more IT
resources and digital learning spaces. The budget also includes funds to increase our
volunteer recruitment efforts and promote the library's resources to the public. The
proposed budget provides additional public service and support staff as well as fully
funds LAPD security staffing to patrol the libraries. The library materials budget has
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been increased by $1 million to purchase more books and electronic resources. The
proposed budget also provides staff to assist with performance and data management.
Additionally, the budget supports the Mayor's sustainability initiative by providing funds
for turf replacement at branch libraries and upgrading the lighting systems and other
equipment at Central Library to be more energy efficient.

With the support and assistance of the Mayor and the City Council, the Library has kept
the promises made to the people of the City of Los Angeles when the voters passed
Measure L in 2011. In October 2014, the Library fully restored service hours and is now
meeting all the obligations of Measure L. Additionally, we have been fully reimbursing
the City for all related costs; approximately 39% of the library's proposed budget is
dedicated to reimbursement of the General Fund.

During the current fiscal year, the library received a blanket exemption from the
managed hiring process to fill vacant positions to enable us to implement our initiatives
and provide efficient services to the public. We request the same blanket exemption
from the managed hiring process for FY 2015-16 to enable us to hire staff to enhance
those services and resources we provide the public.

If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact me or the
library's Assistant General Manager Kris Morita at (213) 228-7515.

Sincerely,

John F. Szabo
City Librarian

cc: Honorable City Councilmembers
Board of Library Commissioners
Barbara Romero, Deputy Mayor, City Services
Rick Cole, Deputy Mayor, Budget and Innovation
Matthew Crawford, Budget Director, Mayor's Office
Sharon Tso, Chief Legislative Analyst
Miguel Santana, City Administrative Officer
Elaine Owens-Sanchez, Senior Administrative Analyst, CAO


