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To: Honorable Paul Krekorian, Chair
Budget and Finance Committee

The Mayor’s proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 for the Los Angeles 
Department of Aging (LADOA) is responsive to the needs of seniors and supportive of 
the operations of senior and family caregiver services. The LADOA is very appreciative 
of the proposed budget’s continuation of General City Purpose (GCP) funding for senior 
services which includes nutrition programs, elder abuse prevention, supportive social 
services and information access; roll-over funding of current year savings to the Fiscal 
Year 2015 - 2016 for the Sandra Cisneros Learning Academy/Echo Park Mini-MPC in 
Council District 13; and continued funding for an Emergency Alert Response System 
(EARS) pilot program.

However, equally important and beneficial to the 562,896 seniors in the city is access to 
programs that improve health and longevity such as the Evidence Based Health 
Programs (EBHP). LADOA’s budget request of $530,666 in GCP to offset CDBG and 
General Fund reductions and maintain its citywide network of EBHP Wellness Centers 
was not funded. Last year, the Aging Network's Wellness Centers provided Evidence 
Based Health Program classes to 4,127 seniors, of which 3,444 were unduplicated. 
The EBHP courses include Enhance Fitness, A Matter of Balance, Arthritis Foundation 
Exercise Programs, Diabetes Self-Management, and Chronic Disease Self
Management. The reduced funding will result in 1,911 seniors not being served, and 
the potential closure of sites that would not be able to operate on a reduced budget of 
$40,000 each. This cut also jeopardizes the employment of over 25 FTEs employees at 
the non-profits. Over the last four years, the City has invested in the development of 
Evidence Based Health Programs. These services will support emerging funding 
streams in the very near future. The Affordable Care Act is expected to provide health 
insurance payments to vendor for these types of services. This is not a quick process 
and LADOA anticipates 18-24 months to complete discussions and implement Action 
of new funding strategy.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (213) 202-5645.

cc: Miguel A. Santana, City Administrative Officer
Deputy Mayor for Budget and Innovation 
Deputy Mayor for City Services


