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The Los Angeles Harbor Department certified the Final Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) for the San Pedro Waterfront Project in November 2009. The realignment of 
Harbor Boulevard between 7th Street and 9th Street was one of the projects analyzed in 
the EIR in compliance with CEQA. An Addendum to the EIR dated June 22, 2015 was 
prepared to address minor project design changes to the Harbor Boulevard 7th Street 
and 9th Street intersections, along with the required street vacation. Relevant findings in 
these documents related to the street vacation are summarized below:

Air Quality and Meteorology
Construction of the modified intersection would involve equal or less construction 
activity both in terms of duration and equipment than the project analyzed in the final 
EIR. All applicable construction related mitigation measures from the Final EIR (AQ-3, 
AQ-4, AQ-5, AQ-6, AQ-7 and AQ-8) would be adhered to during construction of the 
modified intersection. As such, construction related emissions and minor revision to 
the Harbor Boulevard/7th Street/Sampson Way intersection design will not affect the 
impact determinations made in the Final EIR related to aesthetic resources.

The operational traffic impacts of the modified intersection design at both Harbor 
Boulevard/6th Street and Harbor Boulevard/7th intersections show that the modified 
design will result in either the same or improved Level of Service (LOS) compared to the 
intersection design analyzed in the Final EIR. As such, the air emissions associated 
with traffic circulation at the study intersections will be the same or less than those 
analyzed in the Final EIR, and the minor revision to the Harbor Boulevard/7 
Street/Sampson Way intersection design will not affect the impact determinations made 
in the Final EIR related to operational air emissions.
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Impacts
Although for the San Pedro Waterfront Project (entire project) AQ-3, AQ-4 are 
Significant and Unavoidable, and AQ-5, AQ-6, AQ-7, AQ-8 are Less than Significant 
after mitigation, for the Street Vacation Project, it is more likely that AQ3 and AQ4 are 
Less than Significant.

Reference: MMRP, pg. 2-2—2-7.

Mitigation Measures

MM AQ-3 Fleet Modernization for on-road Trucks
1. Trucks hauling materials such as debris or fill shall be fully covered while operating 
off Port property.
2. Idling shall be restricted to a maximum of 5 minutes when not in use.
3. Tier Specifications:

• January 1, 2009 to December 31,2011: All on road heavy duty diesel trucks with 
a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 19,500 pounds or greater used on site 
or to transport materials to and from the site must contain an EPA 2004 engine 
model year or newer in order to comply with EPA 2004 on-road emission 
standards.

• Post-January 2011: All on-road heavy-duty diesel trucks with a GVWR of 19,500 
pounds or greater used on site or to transport materials to and from the site shall 
comply with 2010 emission standards, where available.

A copy of each unit’s certified EPA rating, BACT documentation, and CARB or 
SCAQMD operating permit shall be provided at the time of mobilization of each 
applicable unit of equipment.

MM AQ-4 Fleet Modernization for Construction Equipment.
1. Construction equipment shall incorporate, where feasible, emissions savings 
technology such as hybrid drives and specific fuel economy standards.
2. Idling shall be restricted to a maximum of 5 minutes when not in use.
3. Tier Specifications:

• January 1,2009, to December 31,2011: All offroad diesel-powered 
construction equipment greater than 50 hp, except derrick barges and 

marine vessels, shall meet Tier 2 offroad emissions standards. In addition, all 
construction equipment shall be outfitted with the BACT devices certified by CARB. Any 
emissions control device used by the contractor shall achieve emissions reductions that 
are no less than what could be achieved by a Level 2 or Level 3 diesel emissions 
control strategy for a similarly sized engine as defined by CARB regulations.

• January 1, 2012, to December 31,2014: All offroad diesel-powered construction 
equipment greater than 50 hp, except derrick barges and marine vessels, shall 
meet Tier 3 offroad emissions standards. In addition, all construction equipment 
shall be outfitted with BACT devices certified by CARB. Any emissions control 
device used by the contractor shall achieve emissions reductions that are no 
less than what could be achieved by a Level 3 diesel emissions control strategy 
for a similarly sized engine as defined by CARB regulations.

• Post-January 1,2015: All offroad diesel-powered construction equipment greater 
than 50 hp shall meet the Tier 4 emission standards, where available. In



addition, all construction equipment shall be outfitted with BACT devices certified 
by CARB. Any emissions control device used by the contractor shall achieve 
emissions reductions that are no less than what could be achieved by a Level 3 
diesel emissions control strategy for a similarly sized engine as defined by 
CARB regulations.

A copy of each unit’s certified tier specification, BACT documentation, and CARB or 
SCAQMD operating permit shall be provided at the time of mobilization of each 
applicable unit of equipment.

MM AQ-5 Additional Fugitive Dust Controls
The calculation of fugitive dust (PM10) from unmitigated proposed project earth-moving 
activities assumes a 75% reduction from uncontrolled levels to simulate rigorous 
watering of the site and use of other measures (listed below) to ensure proposed project 
compliance with SCAQMD Rule 403.
The construction contractor shall apply for a SCAQMD Rule 403 Dust Control Permit. 
The construction contractor shall further reduce fugitive dust emissions to 90% from 
uncontrolled levels. The construction contractor shall designate personnel to monitor the 
dust control program and to order increased watering or other dust control measures, as 
necessary, to ensure a 90% control level. Their duties shall include holiday and 
weekend periods when work may not be in progress.
The following measures, at minimum, must be part of the contractor Rule 403 
dust control plan:

• Active grading sites shall be watered one additional time per day beyond 
that required by Rule 403;

• Contractors shall apply approved nontoxic chemical soil stabilizers to all 
inactive construction areas or replace groundcover in disturbed areas;

• Construction contractors shall provide temporary wind fencing around sites 
being graded or cleared;

• Trucks hauling dirt, sand, or gravel shall be covered or shall maintain at 
least 2 feet of freeboard in accordance with Section 23114 of the California 
Vehicle Code;

• Construction contractors shall install wheel washers where vehicles enter 
and exit unpaved roads onto paved roads or wash off tires of vehicles and 
any equipment leaving the construction site;

• The grading contractor shall suspend all soil disturbance activities when 
winds exceed 25 mph or when visible dust plumes emanate from a site; 
disturbed areas shall be stabilized if construction is delayed;

• Trucks hauling materials such as debris or fill shall be fully covered while 
operating off LAHD property;

• A construction relations officer shall be appointed to act as a community 
liaison concerning onsite construction activity including resolution of issues 
related to PM10 generation;

• All streets shall be swept at least once a day using South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (SCAQMD) Rule 1186, 1186.1 certified street sweepers or 
roadway washing trucks if visible soil materials are carried to adjacent streets.

• Water or non-toxic soil stabilizer shall be applied three times daily to all 
unpaved parking or staging areas or unpaved road surfaces; Roads and 
shoulders shall be paved; and



• Water shall be applied three times daily or as needed to areas where soil is 
disturbed.

MM AQ-6 Best Management Practices
The following types of measures are required on construction equipment (including on
road trucks):
1. Use diesel oxidation catalysts and catalyzed diesel particulate traps.
2. Maintain equipment according to manufacturers’ specifications
3. Restrict idling of construction equipment to a maximum of 5 minutes when not in use
4. Install high-pressure fuel injectors on construction equipment vehicles

MM AQ-7 General Mitigation Measure
For any of the above mitigation measures (MM AQ-1 through AQ-6), if a CARB-certified 
technology becomes available and is shown to be as good as or better in terms of 
emissions performance than the existing measure, the technology could replace the 
existing measure pending approval by the LAHD.

MM AQ-8 Special Precautions near Sensitive Sites
When construction activities are planned within 1,000 feet of sensitive receptors 
(defined as schools, playgrounds, day care centers, and hospitals), the construction 
contractor shall notify each of these sites in writing at least 30 days before construction 
activities begin.

Ground Transportation - Traffic and Circulation
The proposed Project would involve a series of transportation improvements, including 
expansion of existing roadways; intersection, landscape, and extension of the 
Waterfront Red Car Line.

Sampson Way would be expanded to two lanes in each direction and curve 
near the Municipal Fish Market to meet with 22nd Street in its westward 
alignment east of Miner Street. In addition, the project would include an 
enhanced four-way intersection at Sampson Way and 7th Street to provide 
improved access to and along the waterfront. There would also be a modification 
of the 6th Street connection to Sampson Way, eliminating access to Sampson 
Way from Harbor Boulevard via 6th Street.

Harbor Boulevard would remain in place at its current capacity with two lanes 
in each direction. Landscaping and hardscape improvements are proposed along 
the east side and west side of Harbor Boulevard south of 7th Street.

1)

2)

Construction of the modified intersection will be of equal or shorter duration than the 
project analyzed in the Final EIR and would be located in the same general location. As 
such, construction of the modified intersection would have similar road closures and 
detours to the intersection analyzed in the Final EIR. Two metro Local 205 bus stops 
on both sides of the street on Harbor Boulevard between 6th and 7th Streets would be 
temporarily impacted during construction. Metro has been notified and will locate 
nearby a temporary stop. As such, the minor revision to the Harbor Boulevard /7 
Street/Sampson Way intersection will not affect the impact determinations made in the 
Final EIR in relation to construction traffic.
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The operational traffic impacts of the modified intersection design at both Harbor 
Boulevard/6th Street and Harbor Boulevard/7th intersection were analyzed for the 2015 
Project Study Report Equivalent (PRSE) according to the Transportation Research 
Board, Circular 212 Critical Movement Analysis (CMA) planning Method as was utilized 
for the analysis of the 7th Street/Sampson Way Intersection in the Final EIR. The Final 
EIR LOS analysis was for 2038 traffic volumes, whereas the PSRE was analyzed for 
2040 conditions (using 2042 traffic volumes from the City Dock No. 1 Marine Research 
Center Project EIR as a surrogate), which is more conservative than the analysis in the 
Final EIR. A comparison of the LOS for the two intersection designs show that the 
modified design will result in either the same or improved LOS compared to the 
intersection design analyzed in the Final EIR (refer to EIR Appendix M-1, Table 38)

Two Commuter Express 142 bus stops on and both sides of the Sampson Way south of 
6th Street will be permanently impacted by the modified alignment. However, these 
stops would be permanently relocated after construction just south of the new signalized 
intersection on the realigned Sampson Way. There will be no net loss of the bus stops 
serving the project site after construction. As such, impacts associated with traffic 
circulation at the study intersections will be the same or less than those analyzed in the 
Final EIR and the minor revision to the 7th Street/Harbor Boulevard and Sampson 
Way/Harbor Boulevard intersections will not affect the impact determinations made in 
the Final EIR in relation to operational ground transportation.

Impacts
Less than Significant after mitigation.

Reference: EIS/EIR, chapter 3.11 pg. 36-37
The following mitigations measures would be implemented by the Port in consultation 
with LADOT to address intersection impacts identified through 2015 and 2037. These 
measures were implemented in June 2018.

MM TC-6 Prohibit parking on Harbor Boulevard (needed by 2015).
As a complementary mitigation measure for intersection-specific mitigation measures 
along Harbor Boulevard, the prohibition of parking on Harbor Boulevard would allow for 
the roadway to be configured to generally provide three lanes in each direction. This 
prohibition is identified in the current San Pedro Community Plan as a potential 
measure to improve traffic flow on Harbor Boulevard north of 7th Street. This work was 
completed in June 2018.

MM TC 15-a. Offset loss of parking through reconfiguration or expansion of 
parking elsewhere in the vicinity.

NOISE

As discussed under the Air Quality section, construction of the modified intersection 
would involve equal or less construction activity both in terms of duration and equipment 
than the project analyzed in the final EIR. Additionally, construction of the modified 
intersection would adhere to applicable mitigation measures NOI-1 and NOI-2 from the



Final EIR which would minimize noise impacts. As such, the minor revision to the 
Harbor Boulevard /7thStreet/Sampson Way intersection design will not affect the impact 
determinations made in the Final EIR related to construction noise.

The modified intersection will function similarly to the intersection analyzed in the Final 
EIR and the LOS of the modified intersection will be the same as or better than the 
intersection design analyzed in the Final EIR (see ground Transportation discussed 
above). As such, the minor revision to the Harbor Boulevard/7th Street/Sampson Way 
intersection design will not affect the impact determinations made in the Final EIR 
related to operational noise.

Impacts

Less than Significant after mitigation.

Reference: EIR Addendum, pg. 7—8 and MMRP, pg. 2-40—2-41.

MM NOI-1. Construct temporary noise barriers, muffle and maintain construction 
equipment, prohibit idling, locate equipment, use quiet construction equipment, 
and notify residents.
The following will reduce the impact of noise from construction activities:
a) Temporary Noise Barriers. When construction is occurring within 500 feet of a 
residence or park, temporary noise barriers (solid fences or curtains) will be located 
between noise-generating construction activities and sensitive receivers.
b) Construction Equipment. All construction equipment powered by internal 
combustion engines will be properly muffled and maintained.
c) Idling Prohibitions. Unnecessary idling of internal combustion engines near noise 
sensitive areas will be prohibited.
d) Equipment Location. All stationary noise-generating construction equipment, such 
as air compressors and portable power generators, will be located as far as practical 
from existing noise sensitive land uses.
e) Quiet Equipment Selection. Select quiet construction equipment whenever 
possible. Comply where feasible with noise limits established in the City of Los Angeles 
Noise Ordinance.
f) Notification. Notify residents within 500 feet to the proposed project site of the 
construction schedule in writing.

MM NOI-2 Construction Hours.
Construction activities for the proposed Project would not exceed the ambient noise 
level by 5 dBA at a noise sensitive use between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. 
Monday through Friday, before 8:00 a.m. or after 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, or at any time 
on Sunday. If extended construction hours are needed during weekdays under special 
circumstances, LAHD and the contractor will provide at least 72 hours’ notice to 
sensitive receptors within 0.5 miles of the construction area. Under no circumstances 
will construction hours exceed the range prescribed by the city of Los Angeles Municipal 
Code.


