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On October 1 st, the Bureau of Sanitation! reported to the Energy & Environment Committee on their plans to
handle the coming El Nino storms. Their report identified tens of thousands of catch basins throughout the city
and informed the committee that all catch basins had been cleaned prior to the coming storms.
On October 19th, a sudden and localized rain storm dropped rain across Downtown Los Angeles and the Boyle
Heights on the eastside. On some streets, flooding damaged vehicles and homes. It has been stated by the
department of Sanitation that the locations that experienced heavy flooding had previously had their catch basins
cleaned, but debris from the street flowed to the catch basins and proceeded to block them. This resulted in large
volumes of water not being able to drain from the street properly. While the Bureau of Sanitation has successfully
been removing debris from catch basins, more needs to be done in order to minimize the occurrence of flooding.
A comprehensive approach is needed that will proactively identify locations that are prone to excess debris and
flooding and will remove debris from vulnerable streets before a storm occurs.
Currently, the Bureau of Street Services only performs street sweeping on 30% of city streets on a weekly basis.
That leaves many streets that are not regularly swept, and many of these are in older parts of the city that do not
have modem infrastructure. Weekly street sweeping removes debris from the street and lessens the amount of
potential material that can block catch basins.
Regular street sweeping of areas that are prone to flooding or that have older infrastructure would allow for the
city to be better prepared in case of a rain storm and would minimize the damage caused to vehicles and property.
I THEREFORE MOVE that the Bureau of Street Sendees report back on the resources needed to provide regular
street sweeping during the El Nino season on streets prone to flooding and in areas that have older infrastructure.
I FURTHER MOVE that the Bureau of Sanitation report back within 10 days with detailed information on their
review of factors that lead to flooding on October 19th and their response. The Bureaus shall also report back on
locations that are prone to flooding, what causes the flooding at those locations, and what improvements need to
be done in order to prevent future flooding, including temporary methods that can be employed until permanent
solutions can be found.
I FURTHER MOVE that the Bureau of Sanitation and Bureau of Street Sendees develop a comprehensive plan
to remove debris from the public right of way in a proactive maimer that prioritizes areas of high flood
vulnerability and locations with older infrastructure.
I FURTHER MOVE that the Bureau of Street Services and Bureau of Sanitation develop metrics that assess
response times to flooded streets, rate streets and specific locations based upon their vulnerability to flooding, and
track what debris is blocking catch basins.
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