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LOS ANGELES SANITATION RESPONSE TO THE COUNCILMEMBER
HUIZAR MOTION (15-0887-S2)_________________________________

This report is in response to Council Motion No. 15-0887-S2 (Huizar) introduced on
October 21, 2015. In the referenced motion, the Bureau of Sanitation (LASAN) is
instructed to report relative to the October 19, 2015 flooding in Boyle Heights and its
causal factors, and in general the areas that are prone to flooding in the City and what
improvements are required to mitigate future flooding. The motion also requests to
identify and prioritize areas that are vulnerable to flooding and proactively remove any
debris and develop metrics to assess response time to flooding incidents.
On October 19, 2015, around 4 pm, a heavy rain cell poured down in the Boyle Heights
area. The rainfall was extreme and more than 1 inch of rain fell in less than one hour.
Consequently, the area experienced flooding, in particular, water flowed into a
basement at 551 Bernal and several vehicles were damaged on the street. LASAN
crews were immediately dispatched to the location and removed the water from the
basement. LASAN crews attributed the flooding to the blocked catch basins by loose
and floating trash and debris. One basin was blocked by a queen size mattress that
floated down and blocked the catch basin and another basin was blocked by sediment,
trash, and vegetation. The primary function of the storm drain system in the area is to
transport water as fast as possible to the closest water body, which is the LA River for
the Boyle Heights area. However, the loose debris and mattress in the area interfered
with this function and caused flooding. This of course was exacerbated by having of a
storm that poured more than one inch of rain in less than an hour.
LASAN remains committed to performing all necessary maintenance, enacting the
procedures to protect public health and the environment, and preventing flooding to the
greatest extent possible during storm events for the protection of property and public
safety. All critical elements of the storm drainage system have been inspected and
maintained in anticipation of this rainy season. Areas prone to flooding will be inspected
during rains to ensure proper operation. Nevertheless, localized flooding would be
expected in some areas of the City during especially heavy downpours exceeding the
capacity of the system.
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LASAN has prepared a wet weather preparedness plan that addresses many of the
issues that have been raised in this motion. That report is enclosed as Attachment A.
LASAN has a list of about 400 projects (Attachment B) throughout the City that are
prone to localized flooding during storm events that are more heavy than the ten (10)
design year storm. The City’s storm drain system is designed to carry a ten (10) year
storm frequency and the streets that transport the rainwater (below curb top) are parts
of the storm drain system. Since the City’s storm drain system was developed in 1960’s
and1970’s, as a result of urbanization and having more impervious areas in the City,
more storm runoff is generated that overwhelms the system that was created at a time
when there was more previous lands in the City.
LASAN has its “Clean Street Initiative (CSI)” under which the Bureau proactively cleans
and removes trash, debris, bulky and abandoned items from the City’s streets and
sidewalks. LASAN under the “Operation Healthy Streets (OHS)’’ also cleans and
removes trash from the Skid Row and Venice areas in a proactive manner. These
programs are very successful programs and are closely coordinated with all impacted
City departments to maximize and leverage resources.
In anticipation of storm events, LASAN as a part of its “Wet Weather Plan” proactively
deploys staff in those areas that are prone to localized flooding to improve response
time in case of any potential flooding. LASAN has also a 24/7 Call Center with staff that
are ready to help the City’s residents in case of any potential concerns with flooding.
The Hotline phone number is 1-800-877-2489.
As part of the CSI street and assessment efforts, LASAN has prepared a litter map
indicating the areas in the City with relatively large amounts of street trash. The map
was overlaid with areas that have higher probability of flooding or a history of flooding.
LASAN and the Bureau of Street Services (BSS) will coordinate to increase the
frequency of street sweeping and the frequency of catch basin cleaning prior to and
during the El Nino season. These efforts will reduce the amount of trash and reduce the
risk of flooding caused by trash blocking the catch basins.
Another important element of U\SAN Wet Weather Planning for the upcoming El Nino
season is its communication plan with the City’s residents. Through series of
informational bulletins, LASAN is providing outreach material on what the residents can
do to help themselves, i.e. securing loose items in their front/back yards, cleaning their
gutters, etc., and the resources that are available to them by the City. LASAN’s
outreach will closely be coordinated with the Council District offices, and includes
receiving input from residents regarding the specific areas in the City where flooding is
most problematic.
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LASAN has done a proactive planning to get ready for the El Nino season. The planning
approach includes three major areas including preparation, response, and recovery.
The details of each phase are more thoroughly covered in the attached Wet Weather
Preparedness Plan. While LASAN has done what it can to be prepared for the El Nino
season, Systematic upgrades to our storm drain system that focuses on capture of
runoff will help alleviate future risks of flooding.

RECOMMENDATIONS
1. LASAN will track its expenses for overtime necessary for staff to respond to
emergency responses and prepare an update to City Council. A request for
additional appropriations for overtime may be submitted if overtime use would
exceed our current appropriations.
2. LASAN will track its use of contractual services for emergency repairs during severe
storm events and prepare an update to City Council.
3. LASAN will evaluate the impacts of the upcoming El Nino season on the existing
infrastructure and identify capital needs for infrastructure improvements to protect
the public and properties.
4. Instruct the CAO and LASAN to present a financial plan to support systematic and
necessary watershed system upgrades and enhancements.
5. Instruct LASAN and BSS to continue their close El Nino activities coordination in
regards to increased street sweeping and catch basin cleaning per litter and flooding
map to minimize any localized flooding.
For any further questions or comments, please call me at 213-485-2210, or Shahram
Kharaghani at (213) 485-0587.
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