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MOTION

The property at 412 Paseo Miramar in Pacific Palisades was formerly privately owned by 
the Bridges family. Following a landslide on the Paseo Miramar property that the Bridges 
contend was a result of faulty City maintenance of DWP pipes and/or sewer lines, the Bridges 
filed an inverse condemnation action against the City in 2005. The City agreed to take 
ownership of the 412 Paseo Miramar property for $16,000,000 as a result of the settlement of the 
Bridges’ action.

566 Lucero Avenue in Pacific Palisades is directly adjacent to this now-undeveloped City 
property located at 412 Paseo Miramar and an adjacent City-owned parcel at 418 Paseo Miramar 
(the City lots). The property owner of the Lucero property, Matthew Heyman, is seeking to 
utilize the City lot and an adjacent privately-owned parcel at 560 Lucero Avenue to install 
hydraugers — horizontal drains that help to reduce water and water pressure in the hillside. The 
owner of the Lucero property believes that these hydraugers, which would be comiected to the 
City sewer system, will provide desperately needed assistance in dewatering his property and 
thereby reducing the threat of earth movement. Due to the geography of the area and in order to 
ensure that these hydraugers are effective, they must be installed on the City’s vacant parcel.

The Bureau of Engineering’s Geotechnical Group and the Department of General 
Services believe that this agreement will benefit the City parcel. The City lot has a significant 
amount of water and associated water weight, all of which may lead to further land slippage in 
the future. By allowing the adjacent property owner to install and maintain these hydraugers, the 
City lot and the entire hillside will benefit by the lowering of the water table in a significant 
manner, which should improve the stability of the hillside. As the City seeks to one day sell this 
vacant parcel, this dewatering effort will provide a much needed boost towards its saleability and 
future plans to remediate this lot.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Engineer and the Department of General Services, 
in consultation with the City Attorney, be instructed to prepare and present an ordinance which 
authorizes the execution of an easement agreement between the City and the respective owners 
of 560 and 566 Lucero Avenue, in addition to granting an easement for the use of the City lot 
located at 412 Paseo Miramar for the purpose of installing hydraugers by the owner of 566 
Lucero Avenue, under the general terms outlined in the text of this Motion, in addition to any 
other terms that may be needed to protect the interests of the City, and subject to the approval of 
the City Attorney as to form and legality.
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MIKE BONIN
Councilmember, 11th District
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