
PUBLIC SAFETY

MOTION

Human Trafficking is a significant and ongoing problem in the City of Los Angeles, and 
is particularly prevalent in some areas of the San Fernando Valley. According to the Coalition to 
Abolish Human Slavery and Trafficking (CAST), the City of Los Angeles is the top point of entry 
for trafficking persons into the United States, as the large immigrant population and the size of the 
City make it easy for traffickers to hide their victims from authorities. In addition to being a point 
of entry, many trafficking victims are forced to work against their will within the City, often as 
prostitutes. Further, some criminal gangs in the City have turned to human trafficking and 
prostitution as an alternative to drug trafficking, and have been known to force girls as young as 
twelve into prostitution.

There are three major aspects to dealing with human trafficking. The first is education, 
which the City and its non-profit partners engage in on a regular basis. The second is enforcement, 
which the Police Department (LAPD) is responsible for. The LAPD’s Human Trafficking Unit is 
responsible for the investigation and enforcement of state and federal crimes involving the sexual 
exploitation of human beings, works to identify and rescue individuals who are being sexually 
exploited through prostitution, as well as to identify and initiate investigations into those 
responsible for this exploitation. The third aspect is engineering. Environmental design elements 
such as more street lights, reductions in curbside parking spots and the conversion of some streets 
to one-way can make it more difficult for traffickers to force their victims to work as prostitutes. 
While the resources already dedicated to combating human trafficking are significant, the City can 
and should do more to deal with this issue in the San Fernando Valley, where the prostitution of 
trafficked persons is a major problem. A new Task Force focused on all three aspects is needed to 
effectively combat human trafficking in the Valley.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Police Department (LAPD) report on establishing an 
Operations - Valley Bureau Human Trafficking Task Force that would be tasked with investigating 
and addressing human trafficking crimes throughout the San Fernando Valley. The report should 
include an overview of the resources needed for this task force, and a discussion of what areas in 
the Valley would benefit from engineering projects designed to curtail prostitution.

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Administrative Officer (CAO), with the assistance of the 
LAPD, identify a source of funding for the Operations - Valley Bureau Human trafficking Task 
Force.
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