
Save Residential Hollywood

SAVE RESIDENTIAL HOLLYWOOD IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
WORKING TO PROTECT THE HISTORY, CHARACTER, AND SCALE 

OF OUR AREA'S ARCHITECTURE AND OUR QUALITY OF LIFE.

November 11,2015 

Councilmember Jose Huizar
Chair of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee 
200 North Spring Street 
Lo* Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Nov. 17, 2015 PLUM Committee hearing, CASE NO.: CHC-2015-2432-HCM 
Cultural-Historic Monument Designation for Fifth Church of Christ in Hollywood

Dear Chairman Huizar,

On behalf of Save Residential Hollywood, Inc. (SRH, a non-profit organization representing 
more than 1500 residents of the area), this is to respectfully urge you to support our application 
for a Cultural-Historic Monument designation for the mid-century modern Fifth Church of Christ 
Scientist building in Hollywood (currently leased by the thriving and vibrant MOSAIC Church).

Hollywood has been losing historic buildings to demolition at an alarming rate but we can still 
save this gem of a structure for which there is resounding support:

® Our City Councilmember David Ryu, our County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, and our State 
Senator Ben Allen, and have sent letters of support (copies attached);

a The Los Angeles Conservancy and Hollywood Heritage feature this building on their
websites (printouts attached) and spoke at the Sept. 17 Cultural Heritage Commission hearing;

• Senator Dianne Feinstein’s office has said a letter is being prepared;

• Mr. Zev Yaroslavsky has said he mailed a letter to SRH (we will bring to the hearing);

• The Hillside Federation, and the historic Women’s Club of Hollywood came to speak in 
support of the designation at the Sept. 17 Commission hearing;

• The Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council, the Hillside Federation and several 
neighborhood associations have sent letters (copies attached);

• Before the Cultural Heritage Commission’s unanimous vote of approval,

Save Residential Hollywood, Inc., 7135 Hollywood Boulevard, Suite 1004, Los Angeles, CA 90046
www.savcrcsidcntialhollywood.com

http://www.savcrcsidcntialhollywood.com


each commissioner spoke enthusiastically and protectively about the historic building.
(The LA Times reported on the hearing—webpage printout attached).

A church has been on the site in question for almost 1.00 years. The original congregation 
outgrew its 1916 building, replacing it with the current structure in 1959, which it sold in 2008. 
The church building signals the start of the historically non-commercial (strictly residential) zone 
of the western end of Hollywood Blvd. Its height integrates well with its natural surroundings, 
affording views of the iconic Hollywood Hills behind it whose beauty is cherished by the 
community and marveled at by visitors.

We don't want Hollywood to lose yet another historic building, such as the Old Spaghetti 
Factory at Sunset and Gordon, or the Art Deco Mole-Richardson building on La Brea, which 
have been already lost, or such as another mid-century modem building slated for demolition, 
the Chase Bank building in the 8150 Sunset complex, to name only some.

Our cultural and historic heritage represented in Hollywood's architecture is a resource to be 
treasured and respected. We must not rob future generations of the invaluable contribution our 
historic buildings make to Hollywood’s unique sense of place.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Janet. Carper
Board Member, Save Residential Hollywood, Inc. 

cc: Councilmember David Ryu 

Attachments:

Letters of support from
1. Councilmember Dave Ryu
2. LA County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl
3. Senator Ben Allen
4. The Hillside Federation
5. Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council 
-and the following neighborhood associations—
6. Franklin/Holiywood West
7. Laurel Canyon
8. Outpost
9. Lower Nichols Canyon
10. Upper Nichols Canyon

Sent electronically and in hard copy.
CASE NO.: CHC-2015-2432-HCM

Save Residential Hollywood, Inc., 7135 Hollywood Boulevard, Suite 1004, Los Angeles, CA 90046
www.saveresklentialhollywood.com

Webpage printouts from
11. LA Conservancy
12. Hollywood Heritage
13. LA Times Sept. 17, 2015 article

http://www.saveresklentialhollywood.com
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August 17, 2015

Cultural Heritage Commission 
Office of Historic Resources 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 559 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-4801

RE: CASE NO.: CHC-2015-2432-HCM
FIFTH CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST 
7107-7129 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD

Cultural Heritage Commission:

I write to you today in support of the Historical-Cultural Monument Designation of the Fifth 
Church of Christ Scientist. This location is perhaps one of the most visually memorable 
buildings in not only the 4th Council District, but in the City of Los Angeles. While many 
residents and tourists may not know the history behind this iconic building, its visual 
uniqueness impresses itself upon the most casual of passerby.

Representing the constituents of Council District 4 to the fullest is always my top priority 
and over the past several months the input from the community regarding the Fifth Church 
of Christ Scientist has been sustained and consistent: this historical gem must be 
preserved.

Irrespective of community affinity for what is locally more often referred to as the "Mosaic,” 
several defining factors compel my recommendation for Historical Designation. 
Specifically, this 1959 building exemplified a contemporary and modern aesthetic for the 
time and inspired the Church of Christ Scientists to move away from typical architecture 
and in a new direction.

I urge you to designate 7107-7129 Hollywood Boulevard a historical monument based on 
its historic and cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles.

Councilmember



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
821 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION / LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 00012 

Tel: 213-974-3333 Fax: 213-625-7360 Sheila@bos.lacounty.gov

SHEILA KUEHL
SUPERVISOR, THIRD DISTRICT

September 15, 2015

Richard Barron, President
Cultural Heritage Commission, City of Los Angeles 
Office of Historic Resources 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 559 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-4801

RE: Case No. CHC-2015-2432-HCM
Fifth Church of Christ Scientist 
7107-7129 Hollywood Boulevard

Dear Mr. Barron:

I am writing to support the proposed designation of the Fifth Church of Christ Scientist building 
as an historical monument by the Cultural Heritage Commission. The building is historically 
unique and deserves a permanent place in the Los Angeles cityscape. The building is 
significant and ought to be preserved and reused.

The residents in the neighborhood strongly support the preservation of the Fifth Church of Christ 
Scientist building. In fact, the campaign to preserve the building was initiated by committed 
community members. I urge your commission to grant this building landmark designation and 
preserve Los Angeles' historic architectural legacy. Thank you for your consideration and time.

NE/am

mailto:Sheila@bos.lacounty.gov
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October 09, 2015

Los Angeles City Council
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-4801

RE: CASE NO.: CHC-2015-2432-HCM
FIFTH CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST 
7107-7129 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD

Dear Los Angeles City Council:

I am writing in support of the Historical-Cultural Monument Designation of the Fifth Church of 
Christ Scientist. This impressive and visually striking structure is one of the most iconic 
buildings in Senate District 26. At the western end of the Hollywood entertainment-tourism 
corridor, the Fifth Church of Christ Scientist provides our community a monument of 
experimental architectural trends of the late 1950s and early 1960s.

I have heard from many residents of the area who have shared their enthusiasm for the 
Historical-Cultural Monument Designation, citing both the architectural and historical value of 
this structure. As the representative of Senate District 26, I found it my duty to communicate to 
you their concerns about losing this historical gem. I

I strongly support the designation of the Fifth Church of Christ Scientist as a Historical-Cultural 
Monument based on its historic and cultural significance. Thank you for your consideration. If 
you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at (310) 318-6994.

Sincerely,

BEN ALLEN
SENATOR, 26th DISTRICT



P.O. Box 27404 
Los Angeles, CA 90027
www.hillsidefederation.org

PRESIDENT 
Marian Dodge 
CHAIRMAN 
Charley Mims 
VICE PRESIDENTS 
Mark Stratton 
Wendy-Sue Rosen 
SECRETARIES 
Carol Sidlow 
John Given 
TREASURER 
Don Andres

Beachwoori Canyon Neighborhood 
Bel Air Knoiic Property Owners 
Bel Air Skyorest Property Owners 
Benedict Canyon Association 
Brentwood Hills Homeowners 
Brentwood Residents Coalition 
Cahuertga Pass Property Owners 
Canyon Back Alliance 
CASM-SFV
Crests Neighborhood Assn.
Franklin Ave./Hol!ywood Bl. West 
Franklin Hills Resic'ents Assn. 
Highlands Owners Assn.
Hollywood Deli Civic Assn.
Hollywood Heights Assn. 
Hollywoodtand Homeowners 
Holrnby Hills Home-owners Assn.
Kagel Canyon Civic Assn.
Lake Hollywood HOA 
Laurel Canyon Assn.
Lookout Mountain Alliance 
Los Feliz Improvement Assn.
Mt. Olympus Property Owners 
Ml. Washington Homeowners All. 
Nichols Canyon Assn.
N. Boverly Dr./Frankfin Canyon 
Oak Forest Canyon Assn.
Oaks Homeowners Assn.
Outpost Estates Homeowners 
Rancho Verdugo Estates 
Residents of Beverly Glen 
Roscomare Valley Assn.
Save Coldwater Canyon!
Save Sunset B!vd.
Shadow Hills Property Owners 
Sherman Oaks HO Assn.
Silver Lake Heritage Trust 
Studio City Residents Assn.
Sunset Hills Homeowners Assn. 
Tarzana Property Owners Assn. 
Torreyson Fiynn Assn.
Upper Mandeville Canyon 
Upper Nichols Canyon NA 
Whitley Heights Civic Assn.

OF HILLSIDE AND CANYON ASSOCIATIONS, INC.

Cultural Heritage Commission 
Office of Historic Resources 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 559 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

September 15, 2015

Re: Case No.: CHC-2015-2432-HCM
Fifth Church of Christ Scientist 
7107-7129 Hollywood Boulevard

Dear President Barron and Commissioners:

The Federation of Hillside and Canyon Associations, founded in 1952 and 
representing 44 resident and homeowner associations spanning the Santa Monica 
Mountains, enthusiastically supports the nomination of the Fifth Church of Christ 
Scientist for Historic-Cultural Monument designation.

The Fifth Church of Christ Scientist, now commonly known as the Mosaic 
Church, located at the intersection of Hollywood Boulevard and La Brea Avenue 
is both the literal and figurative gateway to residential Hollywood. It’s 
windowless curved facade turns its back on the glitz and glamor of Hollywood 
Boulevard and opens up its fan-shaped building to the residential community to 
the west that it serves. The fan-shaped theme continues into the amphitheater 
auditorium with its accordion pleated ceiling.

Architect Howard George Elwell’s modem design was quite a leap of faith for 
the generally conservative architecture favored by the church. In a nod to history 
Elwell preserved the 1916 Reading Room designed by architect Frank Meline 
and incorporated it into his modem design. While the building itself is thoroughly 
modem, Elwell continued the church’s tradition of a domed sanctuary. The 
church is a satisfying blend of modem and traditional.

For many years the Fifth Church of Christ Scientist has been a landmark in 
Hollywood although not a formally designated one. More than a religious center, 
the church hosts numerous community activities.

The Federation urges the Commission to declare the Fifth Church of Christ 
Scientist an Historic-Cultural Monument.

CHAIRS EMERITI 
Shirley Cohen 
Jerome C. Daniel 
Patricia Bell Hears!
Alan Kishbaugh 
Gordon Murley 
Steve Twining 
CHAIRS IN MEMORIUM 
Brian Moore 
Polly Ward

Sincerely,

rMarian lDodge-j 
Marian Dodge

http://www.hillsidefederation.org


HOLLYWOOD HILLS WEST
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

October 26, 2015

Cultural Heritage Commission 
Office of Historic Resources 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 559 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Case No.: CHC-2015-2432-HCM 
Fifth Church of Christ Scientist 
7107-7129 Hollywood Boulevard

Dear President Richard Barron and Commissioners:

The Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council (HHWNC) is one of the certified neighborhood 
councils in the City of Los Angeles. The Fifth Church of Chris Scientist (commonly referred to as 
“Mosaic Church”) at 7107 Hollywood Blvd. is located in HHWNC's area.

At HHWNC's Board meeting on July 15, 2015, HHWNC's Board voted (11-3-0) to adopt a motion with 
regard to the “Mosaic Church” at that location. While the date included in the motion is past, the 
motion reflects a desire by the neighborhood council for general historic designation of the building:

“We support the application of Save Residential Hollywood for the designation of the Fifth Church 
Christ Scientist building at Hollywood Boulevard and La Brea Avenue as a Historic Cultural Monument 
in the City of Los Angeles. We urge the City of Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission to approve 
the application at its meeting on July 16.”

Sincerely,

> w \ -•—A/A.

Anastasia Mann 
President

cc: The Hon. City Council Member David Ryu, david.rvu(5)lacitv.org 
Mrs. Renee Weitzer, renee.weitzer@lacitv.org
Shannon Ryan, Office of Historic Resources, shannon.i~van@lacitv.org 
Mr. John Campbell, Save Residential Hollywood, campbell.iohnb@gmail.com 
Ms. Janet Carper, Save Residential Hollywood, ianet.carperi2@gmail.com

7095 Hollywood Blvd, Box 1004 Los Angeles, CA 90028-8911

mailto:renee.weitzer@lacitv.org
mailto:van@lacitv.org
mailto:campbell.iohnb@gmail.com
mailto:ianet.carperi2@gmail.com


Franklin /Hollywood West Residents Association
7470 Franklin Avenue ancires2007@sbcglobal.net 
Hollywood, CA 90046-2242 323.333.7445

July 11,2015

Office of Historic Resources 
Department of City Planning 
200 N Spring Street, Room 559 
Los Angeles, Ca 90012

Attn: Shannon Ryan - via email - shannon.ryan@lacity.org

RE: FIFTH CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST (aka MOSAIC CHURCH) HISTORIC 
DESIGNATION

Dear Ms. Ryan:

My name is Don Andres and I am President of the Franklin/Hollywood West Residents 
Association representing over 250 residents in the Hollywood area. As noted on the LA 
City Website, “The mission of the City Planning Department is to create and implement 
plans, policies and programs that realize a vision of Los Angeles as a collection of healthy 
and sustainable neighborhoods, each with a distinct sense of place, based on a foundation 
of mobility, economic vitality and improved quality of life for all residents.” I am writing 
in support of the Historic Designation of the former Fifth Church of Christ Scientist, 
presently known as the Mosaic Church, which is within our Association boundaries.

This building is a fine example of Mid-Century Modern Architecture built in 1959 and is a 
major work by local architect Howard Elwell. The original Christ Scientist Church, built 
in 1916, was so successful that by 1959 the congregation had outgrown its original 
structure. It serves as the gateway to the completely residential neighborhood west of La 
Brea, along Hollywood Blvd.

The building provides an architectural and visual demarcation between the residential 
community of Hollywood and the business/entertainment district east of La Brea Avenue 
and provides an iconic view of the Hollywood Hills. Regardless of one’s religious views, 
it is important to remember our city’s history as exemplified by the beautiful structure.

I respectfully request this building be given every consideration as a Cultural Historic 
Monument. Thank you for your attention in this matter.

Sincerely,

Don Andres, President
Franklin/Hollywood West Residents Association

mailto:ancires2007@sbcglobal.net
mailto:shannon.ryan@lacity.org
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A Community Organization Dedicated to Improving and Preserving 
the Quality of Life in Laurel Canyon

November 10, 2015

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

Councilman Jose Huizar
Chair of the Planning and Land Use Management Committee
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, California 90012
martin.schlaqeter@lacitv.org
sharon.dickinson@iacitv.org

Re: CASE NO.: CHC-2015-2432-HCM

Dear Chair Huizar and Members of the Plum Committee:

I am writing to you on behalf of the Laurel Canyon Association (LCA) to 
support the cultural historic monument designation of the Fifth Church of Christ 
Scientist building located at the northwest corner of Hollywood Boulevard and 
La Brea Avenue.

About Laurel Canyon Association

Initially, and by way of background, I would like to provide some 
background. LCA is a neighborhood association serving the area of the 
Hollywood Hills known as “Laurel Canyon,” one the most beautiful and 
environmentally important areas of Los Angeles. The hills in Laurel Canyon 
provide a scenic backdrop for the rest of Los Angeles. Further Laurel Canyon’s 
forested valleys and chaparral-draped hillsides offer habit for native wildlife. 
Laurel Canyon also is home to a watershed and greenbelt for the vastly 
developed plains of Los Angeles and the San Fernando Valley.

LCA was founded for the express purpose of preserving and improving 
the quality of life in Laurel Canyon. The goal of our community group is to 
promote the welfare of the residents of Laurel Canyon and to maintain the 
quality of life in the Hollywood Hills, by preserving its residential character, its 
quiet, privacy, natural beauty and safety. Moreover, LCA endeavors to 
encourage cooperation among all residents and to educate appropriate

Tel: 310-380-0845 
Email: jhall@ laurelcanyon. org

mailto:martin.schlaqeter@lacitv.org
mailto:sharon.dickinson@iacitv.org


November 11,2015 
Page 2

governmental bodies concerning changes in existing or proposed laws 
affecting Laurel Canyon or in anything that affects the local community. 
LCA’s jurisdiction includes Laurel Canyon Boulevard, its feeder streets and 
the Kirkwood, Stanley Hills, Lookout Mountain and Wonderland bowl areas. 
The neighborhood is bounded on the north by Mulholland Drive and at the 
south by Hollywood Boulevard. The main streets are Laurel Canyon 
Boulevard, Mulholland Drive, Wonderland Avenue, Lookout Mountain Avenue, 
Kirkwood, and Stanley Hills. LCA is a residential stakeholder with 
membership in the Los Angeles Neighborhood Council system, specifically, 
the Bel-Air Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council (“BABCNC”).

Proposed Designation

We understand that the building is slated for demolition by a developer 
and is currently leased by Mosaic Church. The Laurel Canyon Association 
supports the request because the proposed structure is a fine example of mid
century modern architecture and is featured on the web sites of the Los Angeles 
Conservancy and Hollywood Heritage. The Laurel Canyon Association is 
sensitive to preservation of historic and cultural monuments because Laurel 
Canyon itself is historic and home to a treasured and storied music community. 
The City of Los Angeles for too long has allowed historic and cultural 
monuments to be lost in order to achieve developers’ objectives. This must 
change and the City should heed the advice of the cultural preservation 
commission which unanimously supported the proposed designation at its 
September 17, 2015 meeting. Hollywood has already seen too many historic 
buildings lost such as the Old Spaghetti Factory at Sunset Boulevard and 
Gordon and the art deco Mole-Richardson Building on La Brea.

In sum, the Laurel Canyon Association firmly supports the historic 
monument designation of the Fifth Church of Christ Scientist and urges the 
PLUM Committee to do the same. I may be contacted at 310-380-0845 or at 
ihall@laurelcanvon.org if you have any questions, comments or concerns.

Sincerely,

Jamie T. Hall
Laurel Canyon Association 
President

mailto:ihall@laurelcanvon.org


June 18, 2015

City of Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission
C/O Office of Historic Resources
Department of City Planning
200 N. Spring Street, Room 559
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: fifth Church Christ Scientist (Mosaic Church) Historic Designation

Dear Commissioners:

The Outpost Homeowners Association represents the 475 homes in Outpost Canyon in the area of the Santa 
Monica Mountains between the Hollywood Bowl and Runyon Canyon Park. Our neighborhood is located just 
two blocks north of the Fifth Church Christ Scientist at the corner of La Brea and Hollywood Boulevards. Our 
residents pass by this historic building daily.

The church was built in 1916 and our neighborhood was developed in the 1920's with the early sales brochures 
touting the proximity of the tranquil hillside neighborhood to the nearby attractions in Hollywood, including 
shopping, entertainment, dubs and churches While the original church building was replaced in the 1950's in 
a mid-century modern architectural style, we understand that it still includes the original Christian Science 
reading room within it. Its mid-century modern architecture is in-and-of-itself worth preserving.

We understand that a mixed use development is proposed on this site and see no reason why the existing 
building cannot be preserved and incorporated into the development. The presence of the curved church 
building on that corner has been a key element of the fabric of Hollywood for half a century. We support the 
application of Save Residential Hollywood for the designation of the Fifth Church Christ Scientist building as a 
Historic Cultural Monument in the City of Los Angeles.

The Outpost Homeowners Association Board voted to support the nomination of the church for designation as 
a Historic Cultural Monument and urge you to approve the designation. Thank you for the opportunity to 
submit these comments of the Outpost Homeowners Association Board.

7007 Macapa Drive Los Angeles, CA 90068



2359 Nichols Canyon Road Los Angeles, CA 90046 323.309.3314

November 10, 2015

Office of Historic Resources 
Department of City Planing 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 559 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Attn: Shannon Ryan -via email - Shannon. ryan(Slacitv.org

RE: FIFTH CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST (aka MOSAIC CHURCH) HISTORIC DESIGNATION 

Dear Ms. Ryan:

I am Dietrich Nelson and am president of the Nichols Canyon Neighborhood Association (NCNA) 
representing over four hundred residents in lower Nichols Canyon in Hollywood. As stated in the City 
Planning Department, the mission of the department is to create and implement plans, policies and 
programs that realize a vision of Los Angeles as a collection of healthy and sustainable neighborhoods, 
each with a distinct sense of place, based on a foundation of mobility, economic vitality and improved 
quality of life for all residents. Our association is in support of the historic designation of the former Fifth 
Church of Christ Scientist, known as the Mosaic Church, which is part of our neighborhood network.

We marvel at the Church as an excellent example of Mid-Century Modern architecture built in the late 
1950s and designed by renowned architect Howard Elwell. Originally built in 1916 on the same location, 
the Church thrived and outgrew its original space and portion of the original Church was incorporated 
into the design of the new Church and remains today. The house of worship belongs in our 
neighborhood where it serves another denomination at Hollywood and La Brea.

Mosaic Church serves as defining space between the business and entertainment located to the east of 
La Brea and residential neighborhoods to the northwest.

We request that the building be designated as a Cultural Historic Monument. I thank you for your 
consideration and time.

Best regards,

Dietrich Nelson 
President
Nichols Canyon Neighborhood Association



UPPER NICHOLS CANYON 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Est. 2007

July 14,2015

City of Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission
do Office of Historic Resources
Department of City Planning
200 N. Spring Street, Room 559
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Fifth Church of Christ Scientist Historic Designation 

Dear Commissioners:
Our Upper Nichols Canyon Neighborhood Association represents 650 homeowners and 
renters in the Hollywood Hills. We are situated at the top of the Santa Monica Mountains 
above Hollywood Boulevard. Hollywood is our local community and we care about it a great 
deal.

We are submitting this letter of support for the historic designation of the mid-century modem 
Fifth Church of Christ Scientist, now the Mosaic Church, which not only still has interior 
elements of the original 1920s church but is, on its own, an excellent example of the mid
century architecture which gives Hollywood its' distinctiveness and diversity It holds down the 
comer of a completely "neighborhood area", from La Brea to Laurel Canyon, which embodies 
the older, more intimate-style of Hollywood living with interesting vintage homes and cottages, 
small apartment buildings and churches.

Hollywood is not an old and historic city like other parts of the country, but it has an 
architecture and community/neighborhood design which is significant to what has made 
Hollywood—"Hollywood"! That is our history We must preserve that. It is for this reason that 
our Upper Nichols Canyon Neighborhood Board has voted to strongly support the application 
by Save Residential Hollywood to have this building designated an Historical Cultural 
Monument.

Sincerely,

'Susan W Mullins 
President



Los Angeles Conservancy

Mosaic Church / Fifth Church of Christ, 
Scientist



A major mixed-use project at Hollywood and La Brea threatens the 
former Fifth Church of Christ, Scientist, one of the most significant 
postwar churches in Hollywood.

Background: About This Place
A mixed-use development project proposed for the northwest corner of 
Hollywood Boulevard and La Brea Avenue calls for the demolition of 
one of Hollywood’s historically significant churches: the former Fifth 
Church of Christ, Scientist. The modern house of worship was designed 
by local architect Howard Elwell, and the first services were held in the 
completed church in 1960.

New7 York based-developer LeFrak Organization, which purchased the 
church property from the Fifth Church congregation in 2008. is 
partnering with Beverly Hills-based developer Kennedy Wilson on the 
project. Known as Hollywood Horizon, the project would consist of 410 
apartments in three buildings of six, eight and twenty-four stories.

The Conservancy submitted comments on the Notice of Preparation in 
January 2015, pressing for the consideration of preservation alternatives 
that would retain and incorporate the building as part of the proposed 
project.

The project is located in Councilmember David Ryu’s district. In a 2015 
candidate interview' with the Conservancy prior to his election, Ryu 
stated that he hoped the developer of the Hollywood Horizon project 
would work with the community and the Conservancy.

The former Fifth Church of Christ, Scientist is significant as both an 
example of modern ecclesiastical architecture and as a prominent, local 
example of Christian Science architecture from the postw ar era. We



believe it is an historical resource under the California Environmental 
Quality Act, and should be considered as such in the environmental 
review.

In our comments on the NOP, the Conservancy pressed for the 
consideration of a range of options in the Draff E1R that reuse the 
historic building for uses consistent with the project description, 
combined with infill construction elsewhere on the site to provide the 
desired aggregate of square footage.

We believe that creative reuse options exist for Fifth Church and that it 
can be integrated successfully into a larger development project for the 
site. The proposed project should consider adapting the church building 
for commercial and/or retail use and incorporating it into the full project 
as a distinctive anchor of the community.

Media room, business center, and conference room uses, each of which 
are proposed in the NOP, could be particularly well-suited for Fifth 
Church; the building’s acoustically balanced auditorium, lower level 
reading room and foyers being conducive to these uses.

Potential alternatives in the Draft FIR could explore a redesign that 
relocates new construction onto the current parking lot surrounding Fifth 
Church, while repurposing the current landscaped corner of the property 
into the proposed public plaza.

Because the proposed project has a goal of achieving LEED Silver 
certification, the energy conservation realized through preservation and 
adaptively reusing Fifth Church should also be analyzed in the 
draft FIR.
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ENDANGERED AND AT-RISK IN HOLLYWOOD

■
ON THIS PAGE: Endanger ed At Risk

Ho«ywood Heritage tt&tctt Ust July 2015 
68 Properties

25 Green Properties (added i*wt 4 months) 
28 Black Properties (to watch)
15 Fred Properties (endangered properties)

Hollywood’s Most Endangered Sites:
Warner Pacific Theater: This grand Italianate Beaux Arts movie palace, 
designed by G. Albert Lansburgh, opened in 1928. It is the last of 
Hollywood's great movie theaters to remain underutilized and 
unrestored. A Historic Cutrural Monument and a contributor to the 
Hollywood Boulevard Historic District, plans of office rowers rising in the 
lot behind the theater continue to circulate as its neglected facade casts a 
shadow over the Boulevard, Its issues are further highlighted by the fate 
and condition of other theaters along the Boulevard: the Fox, the Vogue

http://www.hoilywoodheritage.Org/#lat-risk-and-endangered-holIywood/clxir Page 1 of 5
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See also: On the Boulevard
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The Boulevard, one of the most significant historic districts in the nation listed in the National Register of Historic Places, 
continues to be at risk through inappropriate remodeling, demolition, and adjacent new construction. Several major 
contributors to the district, including the Warner Pacific Theater, and the Janes House are at risk. Storefronts continue to be 
remodeled with no reviews or compatibly with the Secretary of the Interior Standards, damaging integrity of individual 
structures. Architectural guidelines, in the works for decades, have not been approved. Historic signs have been damaged or 
removed, while new signage proliferates without adequate oversight.

Historic Residential Neighborhoods: The recent survey of central Hollywood's historic resources commissioned by the 
Hollywood Redevelopment Agency, brought to light the existence of several intact historic neighborhoods representing 
various periods and forms of Hollywood's development. These small districts have been eroded over the decades and 
represent the last of Hollywood's residential communities dating from the first half of the twentieth century. To date, the 
new survey has not been approved by CRA/LA, nor are there any official boundaries or recognition of these communities by 
the Planning Department, increasing the risk of further incompatible infill and demolitions. SurveyLa has also identified 
historic residential neighborhoods in the hillsides and in Los Feliz. These survey efforts should lead to timely designation of 
HPOZs and special planning districts in order to preserve the special characteristics of each neighborhood.

Pre annexation homes: Homes buitr prior to 1910 in Hollywood continue to lose their integrity through demolition and 
inappropriate alteration. Hollywood Heritage can help owners make appropriate choices for these properties. Just over one 
hundred survive, and they are a very important and overlooked part of our past.

Hollywood Studios: Hollywood studios are the essential element of historic Hollywood, the economic engine and the most 
endangered of our resources after Hollywood Blvd. Studios created our town and continue to be important to its well-being. 
Expansion and development plans are in progress at Hollywood Center, Paramount, Sunset Gower, and the Sunset 
Bronson Studios. Within each of these studios are historic structures; each of these, studios were participants in the 
Hollywood Studio Task Force put together by former Councilman Michael Woo. Hollywood Heritage cooperated with the 
formation of this group as it promised surveys of the participating lots and notification whenever a historically significant 
building was affected by plans. Councilman O’Farrell has been supportive of discussions between the studios and 
Hollywood Heritage so that Hollywood Heritage can support sensitive development on studio sites while retaining their 
historic character.

Hollywood Heritage intends to be an active participant in the process, encouraging preservation of historic buildings of all 
shapes and sizes which relate to film production. The Lot (United Artists), Paramount, Hollywood Center, Sunset Gower 
(Columbia), and Sunset Bronson (Warner Brothers #1) each seek to keep their facilities relevant for current technology and 
use while retaining historic structures. Many structures on these properties have been and can be adaptively reused for 
industry needs.

Churches,. Parks and Community Institutions: Resources come in all shapes and sizes. It is the collection of these resources 
that give Hollywood its visual character. Erosion of this historic fabric through demolition and inappropriate alteration 
continues to endanger community identity. Particularly at risk are public and private non-profit institutions which form the 
nucleus of the Hollywood community. Without churches, clubs, parks, and schools, Hollywood will rapidly lose its "sense of 
place” and historic identity. Dwindling membership and congregations are challenged to properly care for some of the most 
unique properties in the community, Hollywood Heritage offers technical assistance to all stewards of such properties, 
including organizational development; identification of qualified architects and contractors; preparation of maintenance and 
rues plans’ and use of incentives.

Planning: It is not just historic building that are at risk. There is currently no planning framework in Hollywood to even 
discuss the opportunity for incorporating historic structures into planning for growth. Certified by the City Council in June 
2012, The Hollywood Community Plan is currently facing litigation. The Community Plan contains policies for the 
protection of historic buildings, districts, and neighborhoods. It is the implementation of these goals that Hollywood 
Heritage now seeks. Saving the past for the future still remains an important community benefit. Density and zoning must 
be clarified; community benefits for request over and above prescribed limits must be a part of a thoughtful and transparent 
entitlement process.

According to a Settlement Agreement with Hollywood Heritage, the CRA continues to process demolition permits in its 
former project area as the City determines how to absorb its responsibilities into Planning or other agencies. The 2009 
Settlement Agreement which Hollywood Heritage had with the agency continues in place, requiring the Agency to notify 
Hollywood Heritage of any pending demolition permits on buildings 50 years old or older. In the past year Hollywood 
Heritage has received requests for all types of properties located throughout the former project area. In some cases, an 
assessment report has been requested to provide a complete evaluation of the building. The owners of 6063 Sunset 
provided such a report produced by consultant Leslie Heumann. This well written document provided a history of the 
building, documented its many alterations and evaluated the building in its existing condition as not meeting the criteria for 
historic resources. The thorough analysis provided much needed information about the building: Hollywood Heritage made 
a considered decision and did not oppose its demolition. The implementation of the Settlement Agreement remains a 
positive way for Hollywood Heritage to share its concerns about the disposition of resources with the City. It is hoped that 
this relationship will continue with those who assume the CRA’s planning functions. Due to a lack of clear guidelines and 
complete public access to surveyed historic resources, decisions are still made on a case by case basis. This is not “planning." 
Hollywood Heritage encourages the Planning Department to quickly clarify and implement its approach to historic resource 
protection by use of specific plans, CPC’s, district designation, and architectural guidelines based on the Secretary of the 
Interior Standards.

Parks: Since the departure of Hollywood Heritage In 2009, the City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks has 
managed Wattles Mansion and Gardens, including the house and surrounding park. The mansion has remained dosed to 
the public. The Department started plans to reopen the house for events and was even allocated Quimby Act funds towards 
the restoration of the gardens. No work other than the erection of more security fencing and an engineering project to 
improve the water drainage at the rear (north) yards to handle surface storm water better in order to prevent the flooding 
and mud flow problems that had been experienced in the past has occurred. Left unoccupied and unused, Wattles future 
remains unclear. This icon of 20th century Hollywood deserves to occupy a more prominent role in the community. The 
Department owes its citizens a plan for its stewardship.
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Battle over Hollywood church 
could complicate a high-rise
development
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Hollywood could get more complicated after a Los Angeles 
commission recommended a move that would make it 
harder for a church on the site to be torn down.

The Cultural Heritage Commission unanimously 
recommended that the City Council deem the Fifth Church 
of Christ Scientist a historic monument.

Doing so would give the building added protections 
against alteration and demolition, giving city officials a 
chance to review any major changes to the half-century- 
old church.

The fate of the church represents one battle in the ongoing 
war over denser development in Hollywood and the future 
of the storied neighborhood: The church is at Hollywood 
Boulevard and La Brea Avenue, where developers want to 
build a trio of structures with apartments, shops and 
restaurants.

The nned. ct, known as Horizon Hollywood, also
would include a public plaza with benches and landscaping 
meant to revitalize the corner. The project website touts its 
environmentally friendly design, public transit 
accessibility and the jobs it would generate.

The plan is opposed by a group called Save Residential 
Holly wood, which asked for the church to be designated as 
historic. It argues that denser development there and at 
other Hollywood sites will strain aging infrastructure, 
worsen traffic and ultimately destroy the character of their



neighborhood.

Save Residential Hollywood says the church boasts a 
unique design and has been an important part of the 
neighborhood's history. The 22,000-square-fcot building 
has a Midcentury Modern design, including a sanctuary 
with an accordion-like ceiling, according to city staff. It is 
home to the Mosaic Church.

The Los Angeles Conservancy, a historic preservation 
group, said it wants to see the church building 
incorporated into the new project “as a distinctive anchor 
of the community.”

But attorneys representing the building owner argued that 
the application to make the church a historic monument 
was marred with inaccuracies and that the architecture 
was not sufficiently distinctive to meet the city 
requirements.

Attorney Dave Rand said the owner is concerned that a 
historic designation would “fundamentally impede” the 
development plans.

“This is very clearly a move by anti-development forces to 
stop the project,” attorney William Delvac added after the 
hearing Thursday.

Several local groups that sided with Save Residential 
Hollywood countered that they were focused on protecting 
the building, not blocking the planned development.



“The amount of support you saw here today is not about 
blocking a project,” Christy McAvoy, co-founder of the 
preservation group Hollywood Heritage, said after 
Thursday’s hearing. “It’s about saving a building that is 
important to them.”

McAvoy added that preservation didn’t mean that new 
development could not occur. “It’s not rocket science to 
incorporate a historic building into a development,” she 
said.

It isn’t impossible to demolish or alter a historic 
monument in the city, but the label makes it harder to do 
so, requiring added review by city officials. Recently, the 
same city commission recommended that a Beverly Grove 
apartment complex be deemed a historic monument, to 
the elation of tenant supporters fighting plans to tear 
down the building.

Delvac said Thursday’s decision “does not stop the project 
from being processed for new development,” but he 
declined to immediately elaborate on how it would affect 
the plans for the Hollywood site.

“At this point, they’re keeping all their options open as to 
what they might do,” he said.

The Thursday decision is not final: The council will have 
the last say on whether the church becomes a monument.

Follow at ii i for what's hapjjening at Los
Angeles City Hall.


