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Fifth Church of Christ Scientist 17107-7129 Hollywood Boulevard)

Hollywood Heritage continues to support the inclusion of Fiftn Church, Christ Scientist, in the list of 
Historic Cultural Monuments. The property has been identified by the City's own SurveyLA project as 
meeting the criteria for designation The discussion before the Cultural Heritage Commission affirmed 
that the building and its siting on a prominent corner lot just west of the Hollywood Boulevard 
Commercial and Entertainment District (listed in the National Register of Historic Places) meets the 
criteria for listing as an HCM. The building has also been evaluated as eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places (CHECK).

Fifth Church has been a part of Hollywood's history since the early 1900s, and it has occupied this site 
since 1916, when the congiegation built an Neoclassical building that was an excellent example of 
Christian Science architecture for its time That edifice was replaced in 1959 by the building under 
consideration today, the result of a burgeoning congregation that included celebrities from tne film 
industry and the community. This church, far from signaling a decline in the congregation, was a 
reflection of postwar growth in the area. The building is an excellent example of Modern ecclesiastical 
architecture which embodies the principles of Christian Science architecture articulated in periodicals of 
the day. Those principles included the use of simple, unornamented materials to create spacious 
volumes and ancillary rooms specific to the tenets of the church. These "character-defining" features 
and materials are largely present in the building, despite the somewhat ill-advised removal of some 
wood paneling from the lobby and the removal of the organ. Other minor modifications have been 
made which do not negate the overall integrity of the site. The entire building functions as a whole, 
with the Sunday School room, readers' preparatory rooms, rear lobby, and other spaces grouped in a 
semi-circle around the main auditorium space. The developer's own consultants identified these spaces 
in their presentation at the Commission. While Hollywood Heritage does not necessarily agree with the 
evaluation of each and every space, the list of character-defining features presented was thorough and 
gives the community and the developer baseline information needed to discuss future rehabilitation

(The church designation should include the entire semi-circular building, not a truncated version All of the 
spaces are integral to understanding its significance, as is its setting The Commission dealt with the question 
of truncating or dismissing some features, but chose the appropriate approach to recommend designation of 
the whole.]



The Committee is no doubt aware that this is a site planned for future development, and that planning 
efforts in Hollywood of late have been under scrutiny. It has been the position of Hollywood Heritage to 
examine any proposed development on the site of an historic resource (designated, identified in a 
survey, or currently unidentified) carefully. Our Preservation Committee is composed of both 
community members and professional architects and historic preservation consultants, who give their 
expertise pro bono to the organization. With hundreds of resources identified by SurveyLA and the CRA 
surveys within the Hollywood Community Plan area, it has not been possible to initiate designation 
proceedings for all before they are threatened. It is disingenuous to think that all identified resources 
will be designated and their potential for reuse fully vetted before a project is proposed. Hollywood 
Heritage continues to pursue this goal with the LA Conservancy, Art Deco Society, Los Angeles Historic 
Theatre Foundation, and neighborhood organizations. We also find ourselves devoted copious amounts 
of time with development teams to plan for the future of these landmarks, and we will do so in this 
case. Perhaps the City can help us identify a way to streamline the designation of resources identified in 
City sponsored projects like SurveyLA and the CRA surveys. Council District 4 and 13 representatives 
have been helpful in this endeavor to date.

Designation of this building and site by the City Council sets the stage for this dialogue to commence 
through the EIR process. Alternatives to the proposed project can be explored, it is not necessary to 
sacrifice a resource of this caliber, with its long religious tradition and architectural pedigree, without a 
thorough investigation of its potential and a discussion of the merits of the proposed project.

Religious architecture in Hollywood is a very important context in our community. Many denominations 
are represented, testament to the diversity of the Hollywood community and its inclusion of differing 
viewpoints dating almost to its inception. Fifth Church is an important part of this context, and needs to 
join other designated and identified sites such as Hollywood Presbyterian, Hollywood Baptist, Blessed 
Sacrament, Hollywood Methodist, Krotona and others on the City's list of historic resources.


