
PLANNING & LAND USE MANAGEMENT
MOTION

The Canoga Park neighborhood is one of the oldest communities in the San Fernando Valley. 
Along Sherman Way in Canoga Park exists a commercial center that thrives to this day with a mix of 
retail, medical, and office buildings. The community has nurtured this walkable community, and has 
christened it Main Street Canoga Park. Specifically this area includes the businesses along Sherman Way 
between Glade Avenue and Canoga Avenue, as well as Owensmouth Avenue between Gault Street and 
Wyandotte Street.

In addition to the investment that has taken place on the part of local businesses and patrons in 
Canoga Park, the neighborhood-serving commercial district also benefits from its proximity to the Metro 
Orange Line busway, which provides a broader range of mobility options, both for employees and for 
patrons of the area.

To continue to attract ongoing commercial investment, and in order to maximize the utility of the 
existing transit infrastructure, the City should consider parking standards that are appropriate to this 
unique context, and that are consistent with the community's desire to continue to attract a range of 
commercial services. Many of the commercial structures within the area pre-date the City’s current 
parking requirements, and have limited onsite parking available—thus creating a barrier to re-use of these 
commercial spaces.

In order to safeguard the vitality of the commercial district in and around Sherman Way, these 
new commercial uses could help further transform the neighborhood, along with the recently opened 
Canoga Park Orange Line, by exploring the feasibility of using the tools of a Modified Parking 
Requirement (MPR) Supplemental Use District (Ordinance No. 182242).

MPR Supplemental Use Districts provide for flexibility in either increasing or decreasing parking 
standards, by offering a menu of tools that can be applied as warranted to meet neighborhood needs. In 
some instances, the City might choose relaxed parking standards or require more off-street parking to 
relieve spill-over impacts on neighborhoods.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the Department of City Planning, with the 
assistance of the Transportation Department, to explore parking options that will enhance the economic 
viability and walkability on ‘Main Street Canoga Park,’ a transit oriented neighborhood generally 
bounded by Sherman Way between Glade Avenue and Canoga Avenue, as well as Owesmouth Avenue 
between Gault Street and Wyandotte Street. The exploration shall include using the tools of a Modified 
Parking Requirement (MPR) Supplemental Use District, and by incorporating the parking options and 
findings of the currently underway Orange Line Neighborhood Transit Planning study, to address the 
area’s limited onsite commercial parking requirements.
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