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Honorable Members of the 
Los Angeles City Council 

c/o Office of the City Clerk 
200 North Spring Street, Room 395 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

SUBJECT: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE LOS ANGELES CITY ELECTION CODE 
(NEW LEGISLATION)

Summary
In advance of the 2017 Municipal Elections, the Office of the City Clerk, with the concurrence of 
City Attorney staff, recommends amending the City Election Code to comply with recent 
changes to the California State Election Code. The recommended amendments are 
summarized in Attachment 1 and the proposed language is included as Attachment 2.

Charter Section 412 provides that amendments to the City Election Code do not become 
operative until six months after publication of the approved ordinance. In order for these 
amendments to be operative in time for the May 16, 2017, General Municipal Election, it is 
recommended that the ordinance be written, approved, and published no later than November 
3, 2016.

Recommendation
That the City Council request the City Attorney to draft an ordinance to make various 
amendments to the Los Angeles City Election Code as described in this report.

Fiscal Impact Statement
Approval of the revised Los Angeles City Election Code will have no impact on the City’s 
General Fund.

If you have any questions regarding these proposed amendments, please contact me directly at 
(213) 978-1020.

Sincerely,

Holly L. Wolcott 
City Clerk

Attachments
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ATTACHMENT 1

Background
The following represents a brief description of each of the recommended changes to 
Election Code sections:

Use of Secrecy Envelope (Sec. 841)
This amendment creates an exception, in accordance with changes made to the State 
Elections Code by AB 1494, to the prohibition on voters from revealing how he or she 
voted. This exception would permit a voter to voluntarily disclose how he or she voted if 
that voluntary act does not violate any other law.

Prohibition against Disclosure of Vote or Intended Vote (Sec. 844)
This amendment also creates an exception, in accordance with changes made to the 
State Elections Code by AB 1494, to the prohibition on voters from revealing how he or 
she voted. This exception would permit a voter to voluntarily disclose how he or she 
voted if that voluntary act does not violate any other law.

Form of Vote-Bv-Mail Ballot Return Envelope (Sec. 1013(h))
This amendment will revise the form requirements on a Vote-By-Mail envelope to allow 
any person to return a Vote-By-Mail Ballot on the voter’s behalf, in accordance with 
Section 1014(c) of the City’s Election Code. This amendment tracks recent changes to 
the State Elections Code adopted as part of AB 1921.

Return of Voted Ballot (Sec. 1014(c))
This amendment would allow any person to return a Vote-By-Mail Ballot on the voter’s 
behalf. This amendment also clarifies that any person designated to return a Vote-By
Mail Ballot cannot receive any compensation for returning the ballot based on the 
number of ballots returned. This amendment also states that any person in charge of a 
Vote-By-Mail Ballot who knowingly and willfully engages in criminal acts related to the 
ballot is subject to punishment, as outlined in the California State Elections Code. This 
amendment tracks recent changes to the State Elections Code adopted as part of AB 
1921.



ATTACHMENT 2

CHAPTER VIII

POLLING PLACE PROCEDURES

Sec. 841. Use of Secrecy Envelopes.

When using a paper ballot with a secrecy envelope, before leaving the voting booth or 
compartment, the voter shall place the ballot in the secrecy envelope provided, without 
displaying the voting marks on its face, and shall not show it to anyone in a way as to reveal its 
contentST, except as provided in subsection (a).

(a) A voter may voluntarily disclose how he or she voted if that voluntary act does not 
violate any other law.

Sec. 844. Prohibition against Disclosure of Vote or Intended Vote.

While in the polling place, no voter shall declare to anyone else how the voter intends to or has 
voted, nor shall anyone ask another at a polling place for whom the voter intends to or has voted. 
except as provided in subsection (a). A Precinct Board Member shall not disclose how a voter 
has voted.

(a) A voter may voluntarily disclose how he or she voted if that voluntary act does not
violate any other law.

CHAPTER X 
VOTING BY MAIL

Sec. 1013. Form of Vote-By-Mail Ballot Return Envelope.

(h) if the voter designates another person his or her spouse, domestic partner, child, 
parent, grandparent, grandchild, brother, sister, or a person residing in the same household as the 
vote-by-mail voter to return the voter’s ballot, the name of the person authorized by the voter to 
return the Vote-By-Mail Ballot pursuant to Section 1009, 1014 or 1018, the relationship to the 
voter of the person authorized to return the Vote-By-Mail Ballot, and the signature of the person 
authorized by the voter to return the Vote-By-Mail Ballot.

Sec. 1014. Return of Voted Ballot.

(c) Except for the prohibitions contained in this paragraph, a voter may designate another 
person his or her spouse, domestic partner, child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, brother, sister, 
or a person residing in the same household as the vote-by-mail voter to return the voter’s Vote- 
By-Mail Ballot by complying with Section 1013(h) above.



ATTACHMENT 2

(d) No individual, person, group, or organization shall willfully interfere with or cause 
interference with the return of a Vote-By-Mail Ballot. A person designated to return a Vote-By
Mail Ballot shall not receive any form of compensation based on the number of ballots that the 
person has returned and no individual, group, or organization shall provide compensation on this 
basis. For purposes of this subsection, “compensation” means any form of monetary payment, 
goods, services, benefits, promises or offers of employment, or any other form of consideration 
offered to another person in exchange for returning another voter’s Vote-By-Mail Ballot. Any 
person in charge of a Vote-By-Mail Ballot and who knowingly and willingly engages in criminal 
acts related to that ballot as described in the State Elections Code, including, but not limited to. 
fraud, bribery, intimidation, and tampering with of failing to deliver the ballot in a timely 
fashion, is subject to the appropriate punishment specified in the State Elections Code. 
a Vote By Mail Ballot shall be returned by any paid or volunteer worker of any general-purpose 
committee,—controlled—committee,—independent—expenditure—committee,—political—party, 
candidate’s campaign-committee, or any other group or organization at whose-behest the 
individual designated to return the ballot is performing a service. However, the above may return 
the ballot of a candidate or a candidate’s spouse or domestic partner.-


