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OWNER(S): City of Los Angeles Department of General Services 
111 E. First Street Room 201 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

APPLICANT: City of Los Angeles 
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200 N. Spring Street, Room 559 
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(213) 978-1192

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the subject property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.

2. Adopt the staff report and findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE 
Director of Planning
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Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan City Planning Associate 
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments:
Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination Form Application



CHC-2015-2717-HCM
1700 E. Stadium Way
Page 2 of 7

Memorandum of Agreement between Federal Government and City of Los Angeles 
(May 21, 2015)

"Historic Resources Eligibility Survey of the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center, 
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notation

Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center Los Angeles” (Bruce Lively, 1987)

LADBS Permit Records

Sanborn Map (c.1944)
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FINDINGS

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center "reflects the broad cultural, economic, or 
social history of the nation, State or community” for its association with defense training 
purposes for the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve units and those in active duty from 
the early 1940s through the mid-1980s.

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center "embodies the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a 
period style or method of construction” as an example the PWA Moderne style.

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center "is a notable work of a master builder, 
designer or architect whose individual genius influenced his age” as the work of master 
architect Stiles O. Clements who practiced in Los Angeles from 1911 through 1965.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center (currently known as the Frank Hotchkin Memorial 
Training Center) was built in 1940. The Center was designed by architect Stiles O. Clements 
and exhibits character defining features of the WPA Moderne style. The property is located at 
1700 Stadium Way near downtown Los Angeles, in Chavez Ravine, and abuts Dodger Stadium 
to the east. Since the main function of the multi-building Reserve Center was to train soldiers, 
the central focus of the complex is the Training Building ("Building 1”), and this building, and its 
two original front and rear flagpoles, are the subject of this nomination.

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center was designed and approved in 1938, but wasn’t 
completed until 1940. Although always a Nayy-owned building, the structure did not come into 
being through the typical construction practices of the Navy with design and construction 
administered by the Bureau of Yards and Docks. Rather, the building was constructed through 
the cooperation of the Navy, the Marine Corps, the City and County of Los Angeles, the Works 
Projects Administration (WPA), and through the design work of Stiles O. Clements. Clements 
was one of the most important and productive architects ever to have practiced in Southern 
California. Because he was active for so long - he arrived in the city in 1911 and continued 
working until his retirement in 1965 - he was an important transitional architect in Los Angeles. 
The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center appears to be one of the first publicly funded 
buildings he is associated with.
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The Reserve Center had its origins in two programs: the development of a Naval Reserve 
system in the years just before World War I, and major reorganization during the 1920s; and the 
establishment of the Works Progress Administration (later the Works Projects Administration) 
during the New Deal, The need for the building in Los Angeles arose from the growth of the 
Naval Reserve program in Southern California, and the opportunity to finance the building came 
about through funding associated with the WPA program.

This property recently transferred from Federal ownership to the City, and this nomination is a 
requirement of the Memorandum of Agreement between the Federal Government and the City. 
The property is designated California Historical Landmark 972 and has been determined eligible 
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

The Reserve Center Training Building ("Building 1”) is made up of two separate buildings: the 
three-story "Office Building” and the "Drill Deck.” The buildings exhibit different uses and were 
separated for seismic safety reasons.

The Office Building portion of Building 1 is a three-story building with a slightly hipped clay tiled 
roof and is rectangular in plan. The primary elevation features a large central three-door entry, 
framed by four fluted pilasters. The entrance is accessible via a flight of concrete stairs, which 
open on to a concrete plaza. The floor of the concrete plaza extends outward to form the roof of 
the first story basement floor and runs the length of the primary elevation. The first story 
features recessed decorative cast stone "fasces” and scored concrete, resembling cut-stone 
(this surfacing technique is applied throughout the building’s exterior). Windows are steel 
framed sash. Three figurative cast panels are located in the spandrel area between the second 
story and first story doors, in cast concrete: a Marine Corps panel; an American Flag panel; and 
a Navy panel. The doors at the entry are paired steel doors with transoms. Windows are 
composed of either three part-steel frames awnings or fixed steel casements. Cornice treatment 
includes a concrete dentil course with a wide frieze below. The name, "Naval and Marine Corps 
Reserve Center” is spelled out in tall brass letters at this frieze level. A small beaded concrete 
string course runs across the fa?ade, at the height of the lintels and the top of the fluted 
pilasters. Each wing of the fa?ade features four concrete pilasters.

The side elevations are relatively simple compared to the front fa?ade. However, a four-story 
historic radio tower is located at the east elevation of the Office Building. Throughout the entire 
building windows are steel and vary between casement and awning.

The interior of the Office Building is different on the first, second, and third stories. The first story 
(basement) is accessible only from a set of interior stairs. This area includes an indoor shooting 
range and indoor (currently enclosed and emptied) pool. The second and most of the third story 
is occupied by classrooms, accessible only from a double-loaded hallway, running the length of 
the building. The second story includes an entry lobby and offices. The entrance lobby exhibits 
some remnant character defining features such as curving lobby walls and original brass lighting 
standards.

The Drill Deck is located to the rear of the Office Building, and the east and west elevations 
contain identical arched walls bisected by four reinforced concrete columns. The north 
elevation, to the rear, serves as a side entrance to the Drill Deck. It includes a projecting entry 
pavilion with symmetrical wings to either side and exhibits a hip roof, centered on the rear wall. 
This entrance has four fluted pilasters, centered on the rear wall, as well as three framed entry 
doors. A brick patio is located in to the rear of the Drill Deck. The piers at either side of the
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barrel vault include a cast-stone flag and festoon. An entry door is including in the right pier, with 
a curving concrete canopy sheltering four wooden doors with transoms.

The Drill Deck interior measures about 33,528 sq. ft. The ceiling is a variation of a "Lamella 
roof,” a patented roof design built as a series of diamond-shaped "honey-combed” trusses. The 
Drill Deck features a "floating floor”, with shiplap sub-floor laid upon a base of sand on asphalt. 
A concrete balcony extends around the perimeter of the Drill Deck, supported by cantilevered 
concrete columns. The Drill Deck floor is accessible from the second story of the Office Building; 
the balcony is accessible from the third story of the Office Building.

Other significant interior elements of the Drill Deck include: two guns and a torpedo sight at one 
end of the Drill Deck, two walls built to simulate a four level bridge of a ship, and the basement, 
which seems to be unaltered.

The Reserve Center also includes two metal flagpoles, erected as part of the original 
construction. The flagpoles are made of steel and are on cast iron bases.

Exterior character-defining features include:
Grand central staircase to entry plaza with integral planter boxes 
Three-part stacked steel awning-type sash windows 
Recessed cast stone features in the form of a bundled rod "facsces” motif 
Cut-stone concrete surfacing central, three-door entry, framed by four large fluted 
pilasters
Three figurative panels in cast concrete: a Marine Corps panel, an American flag panel, 
Navy panel
Tall concrete "radio” tower with hipped roof
Cornice with concrete dentil course with wide frieze below and the name "Naval and 
Marine Corps Reserve Center” spelled out in tall brass letters on the frieze

Interior character-defining features include:
Large interior drill deck with its "Lamella” truss roof and "floating floor”

Training elements consisting of 40mm gun, five-inch gun, torpedo sight, and 
simulated ship’s bridge 

Basement swimming pool 
Rifle range 
Curving lobby walls 
Brass lighting standards

o

Building 1 retains a remarkably high degree of integrity, particularly with respect to exterior 
elements. All windows and most doors appear to be original, with the possible exception of the 
main front and rear door. In the interior, most floor surfaces and wall surfaces have been 
replaced. Most of this work probably dates to rehabilitation work following a major fire at the 
building in 1980. Holistically, however, the building retains a very high degree of integrity to its 
original design, materials, workmanship, location, setting, feeling, and association.
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DISCUSSION

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center successfully meets three criteria of the Cultural 
Heritage Ordinance. First, it "reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, 
State or community” for its association with defense training purposes for the Naval and Marine 
Corps Reserve units and those in active duty from the 1940s through the mid-1980s. It is the 
largest and the second oldest Reserve Center in the United States. The building was designed 
specifically as a training center for Naval and Marine Corps Reserve units in Southern 
California. Its layout reflects this purpose and many elements of the building were constructed in 
pairs, to facilitate simultaneous training for two units at the site. The drill deck includes two 
bridges and the facility also has two separate galleys and two groups of quarters for visiting flag 
officers. The structure, although initially planned during the relatively peaceful mid-1930s, was 
completed against the backdrop of the fall of France and about a year before the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor. When it was first used, the armory was designated specifically for the 
training of Radio and Signal School reservists. During American involvement in World War II 
and the Korean War, the armory was used to train reserve units for active duty overseas. During 
peace times, the Center was used for training purposes.

Additionally, the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center "embodies the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction” as an example of the PWA Moderne style, which is a combination of 
the Moderne style popular at the time of construction and the Neo-Classical style typically used 
for Federal buildings. Character-defining features of the style applied to the building include its 
symmetrical rectangular form, steel sash windows, cast stone panels, simple cornice, and 
engaged fluted piers.

Lastly, the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center "is a notable work of a master builder, 
designer or architect whose individual genius influenced his age” as the work of master architect 
Stiles O. Clements who practiced in Los Angeles from 1911 through 1965. Clements was a 
partner of one of Los Angeles’ most prolific architecture firms, Morgan, Walls, & Clements 
(1920-1937). Later, he began his own practice, Stiles O. Clements & Associates, under which 
he designed the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center. In 1955, the firm’s name changed to 
Stiles and Robert Clements when his son became partner. Stiles O. Clements’ work spans all of 
Los Angeles and many of his buildings are designated HCMs. Some examples of his work are:

El Capitan Theatre (1926), HCM #495 
Mayan Theater (1927), HCM #460 
Richfield Oil Building (1928, demolished 1969)
Adamson House, Malibu (1929)
Pellissier Building and Wiltern Theater (1931), HCM #118 
Thomas Jefferson High School (1933)
Lou Ehlers Cadillac (1955, demolished 2008)

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 "consists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.”
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State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 "consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center as a Historic-Cultural 
Monument in accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative 
Code ("LAAC”) will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are 
regulated in accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is 
to prevent significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the 
standards set forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending 
designation, the historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through 
incompatible alterations and new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic 
site/open space. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly 
incorporated into the LAAC and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate 
construction activities which will ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and 
reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2015-2718-CE was prepared on September 21, 2015.

BACKGROUND

On August 6, 2015 the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under 
consideration. On September 3, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of 
Commissioners Barron and Milofsky visited the property, accompanied by a staff member from 
the Office of Historic Resources.
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SUMMARY

The proposed Historic-Cultural Monument is the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center 
(currently known as the Frank Hotchkin Memorial Training Center). The Reserve Center was 
built in 1940, designed by architect Stiles O. Clements and exhibits character defining features 
of the WPA Moderne style. The property is located at 1700 Stadium Way near downtown Los 
Angeles, in Chavez Ravine, and abuts Dodger Stadium to the east. Since the main function of 
the multi-building Reserve Center was to train soldiers, the central focus of the complex is the 
Training Building ("Building 1”), and this building, and its two original front and rear flagpoles, 
are the subject of this nomination.

This property recently transformed from Federal Ownership to the City, and this nomination is a 
requirement of the Memorandum of Agreement between the Federal Government and the City.

Proposed Monument Description

The Reserve Center Training Building ("Building 1”) is made up of two separate buildings: the 
three-story "Office Building” and the "Drill Deck.” The buildings exhibit different uses and were 
separated for seismic safety reasons.

The Office Building portion of Building 1 is a three-story building with a slightly hipped clay tiled 
roof and is rectangular in plan. The primary elevation features a large central three-door entry, 
framed by four fluted pilasters. The entrance is accessible via a flight of concrete stairs, which 
open on to a concrete plaza. The floor of the concrete plaza extends outward to form the roof of 
the first story basement floor and runs the length of the primary elevation. The first story 
features recessed decorative cast stone "fasces” and scored concrete, resembling cut-stone 
(this surfacing technique is applied throughout the building’s exterior). Windows are steel 
framed sash. Three figurative cast panels are located in the spandrel area between the second 
story and first story doors, in cast concrete: a Marine Corps panel; an American Flag panel; and 
a Navy panel. The doors at the entry are paired steel doors with transoms. Windows are 
composed of either three part-steel frames awnings or fixed steel casements. Cornice treatment 
includes a concrete dentil course with a wide frieze below. The name, "Naval and Marine Corps 
Reserve Center” is spelled out in tall brass letters at this frieze level. A small beaded concrete 
string course runs across the fa?ade, at the height of the lintels and the top of the fluted 
pilasters. Each wing of the fa?ade features four concrete pilasters.

The side elevations are relatively simple compared to the front fa?ade. However, a four-story 
historic radio tower is located at the east elevation of the Office Building. Throughout the entire 
building windows are steel and vary between casement and awning.

The interior of the Office Building is different on the first, second, and third stories. The first story 
is accessible only from a set of interior stairs. This area includes an indoor shooting range and 
indoor currently enclosed pool. The second and most of the third story are occupied by 
classrooms, accessible only from a double-loaded hallway, running the length of the building. 
The second story includes an entry lobby and offices. The entrance lobby exhibits some 
remnant character defining features such as curving lobby walls and original brass lighting 
standards.

The Drill Deck is located to the rear of the Office Building, and the east and west elevations 
contain identical arched walls bisected by four reinforced concrete columns. The north 
elevation, to the rear, serves as a side entrance to the Drill Deck. It includes a projecting entry
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pavilion with symmetrical wings to either side and exhibits a hip roof, centered on the rear wall. 
This entrance has four fluted pilasters, centered on the rear wall, as well as three framed entry 
doors. A brick patio is located in to the rear of the Drill Deck. The piers at either side of the 
barrel vault include a cast-stone flag and festoon. An entry door is including in the right pier, with 
a curving concrete canopy sheltering four wooden doors with transoms.

The Drill Deck interior measures about 33,528 sq. ft. The ceiling is a variation of a "Lamella 
roof,” a patented roof design built as a series of diamond-shaped "honey-combed” trusses. The 
Drill Deck features a "floating floor”, with shiplap sub-floor laid upon a base of sand on asphalt.
A concrete balcony extends around the perimeter of the Drill Deck, supported by cantilevered 
concrete columns. The Drill Deck floor is accessible from the second story of the Office Building; 
the balcony is accessible from the third story of the Office Building.

Other significant interior elements of the Drill Deck include: two guns and a torpedo sight at one 
end of the Drill Deck, two walls built to simulate a four level bridge of a ship, and the basement, 
which seems to be unaltered.

The Reserve Center also includes two metal flagpoles, erected as part of the original 
construction. The flagpoles are steel on cast iron bases.

Character Defining Features

EXTERIOR
Grand central staircase to entry plaza with integral planter boxes
Three-part stacked steel awning-type sash windows
Recessed cast stone features in the form of a bundled rod "facsces” motif
Cut-stone concrete surfacing central, three-door entry, framed by four large fluted 
pilasters
Three figurative panels in cast concrete: a Marine Corps panel, an American flag panel, 
Navy panel
Tall concrete "radio” tower with hipped roof
Cornice with concrete dentil course with wide frieze below and the name "Naval and 
Marine Corps Reserve Center” spelled out in tall brass letters on the frieze

INTERIOR
Large interior drill deck with is "Lamella” truss roof and "floating floor”

Training elements consisting of 40mm gun, five-inch gun, torpedo sight, and 
simulated ship’s bridge 

Basement swimming pool 
Rifle range 
Curving lobby walls 
Brass lighting standards

o

OTHER
Two original metal flagpoles
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Integrity

Building 1 retains a remarkably high degree of integrity, particularly with respect to exterior 
elements. All windows and most doors appear to be original. However, per a July 29th, 2015 site 
visit the originality of the main front and rear door is questionable. In the interior, most floor 
surfaces and wall surfaces have been replaced. Most of this work probably dates to 
rehabilitation work following a major fire at the building in 1980. Holistically, however, the 
building retains a very high degree of integrity to its original design, materials, workmanship, 
location, setting, feeling, and association.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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The majority of the information that follows has been pulled from the 2007 "Historic 
Resources Eligibility Survey and Archaeological Resources Inventory Survey of the 
Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center, Los Angeles, CA” conducted by KEA 
Environmental, Inc. and JRP Historical Consulting (see Attachment). Refer to this 
document for bibliographic references. This Historic-Cultural Monument nomination 
meets the requirements set forth within the May 21,2015 Memorandum of Agreement 
between the United States Federal Government and the City of Los Angeles (see 
Attachment).

7.A. HCM - Proposed Monument Description

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center (Frank Hotchkin Memorial Training 
Center) is comprised of a complex of multiple buildings. However, the site’s major 
building - referred to as the Training Building or "Building 1” (133,484 square-foot 
structure) is the subject of this Historic-Cultural Monument nomination (CHC-2015-2717- 
HCM).

The 1700 Stadium Way, Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center is located near 
downtown Los Angeles, in Chavez Ravine. The Dodger Stadium property abuts the east 
boundary of the Reserve Center. The Reserve Center includes a major armory building 
as well as three smaller subsidiary buildings, all situated in a parcel of about 12 acres. 
The site also consists of parking lots, and few open areas near the Reserve Center are 
left unpaved. However, although the majority of the site is large swaths of pavement 
used for military drilling practice, the site does have a recreational ballfield. Since the 
main function of the Reserve Center was to train soldiers, the central focus of the 
complex is the Training Building ("Building 1”). This structure housed training resources 
such as large galleys, a rifle range, indoor swimming pool, training classrooms, and 
limited living quarters for important visitors (Lively 1987:246).

Figure 1. HCM in relation to citywide 
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Figure 2. Aerial showing the HCM 
“Historic Property" Boundary denoted 
within the yellow dashed line.
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Figure 3. Aerial perspective showing 
Reserve Center’s spatial relationship to 
Stadium Way, the 110 Freeway, Dodger 
Stadium, etc. (Bing maps)
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BUILDING 1” OVERVIEWcc

The Reserve Center Training Building is a huge and complex structure, with a footprint 
of about 300' x 225' (67,500sf: or about one and one-half acres), and a usable area of 
133,484 sf: or more than three acres. The building is best understood as comprising two 
separate buildings: a three-story office and classroom wing at the front (the office 
building) - shown in blue below - and a tall drill deck at the rear (the drill deck) - shown 
in red below. The two buildings were called ''Office Building" and "Drill Deck" in the 
original plans.
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Figure 4. Zoomed in aerial perspective of the Reserve Center and the two major building types. (Bing maps)
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Building 1 is built into the hillside, such that only part of the office building is on a grade 
with Stadium Way. The floor of the drill deck is at grade with the second story of the 
office building. Because of this, the principal space of the building is the second story of 
the office building and the drill deck. The lowest story at the office building is effectively 
at basement level (technically floor 1). In keeping with conventional usage at the 
Reserve Center, however, the lower story of the office building will be called the first 
story, the main level the second story, and the top level the third story. The two buildings 
are essentially freestanding, joined by a narrow wing providing access to the drill deck 
office building. The buildings were separated for seismic safety reasons. The best 
description of the engineering of the building is offered in "Resilient Floating Floor 
Constructed in Great Drill Hall,"(Southwest Builder and Contractor 1941). Ostensibly a 
description of the flooring, the article also deals with the drill hall roof and seismic 
restraints for the building.
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Figure 6. Main stairway leading to main entrance on the second floor.

a*riK
/

_r,rrrrrm -'l
I

P—r—E l55 L 11s■m H L r*-r
trrV-pr E*B»• I

■ ■V.£

UsDSGSLJSU^LIfe [ ijJL 1
srr^-T- ‘ r; ,i

lip n.- .'^nirdl

-A

m
- a

LMK'•‘jf BUJ. *•- Jf*r ..t* ^ * £ppj?r7 vv •^r= •f.
tB ir- —i. •3/“5(7

Figure 7. Front elevation (1984 LAFD Plan set)



In the following discussion, the building will be described as a while, then in terms of 
front, rear, and left and right sides, ie. the left and right sides of the building when one is 
facing the facade. It is inconvenient to describe the elevation by directions because it is 
turned almost exactly at 45 degree from cardinal directions. The facade is the southwest 
elevation, the rear the northeast elevation.

EXTERIOR

Exterior Overview

The building as a whole is built of thick reinforced concrete walls. As further discussed 
below, the building is an excellent example of an architectural style unique to Federal 
architecture during the 1930s, variously called ''Stripped Classicism," "Starved 
Classicism," or 'WP A Modem e." Briefly, the style represents an attempt to retain 
identifiable neo-classical elements, long associated with Federal construction, while 
introducing the sleek and smooth surfaces characteristic of Art Deco and Streamlined 
Moderne, the "modem" architecture of the time. While predominantly a product of the 
design preferences of the 1930s, the building incorporates throughout its massive form 
many of the details drawn from the neo-classical architectural vocabulary. In addition, 
the building includes many nautical features, making it a unique (or at least highly 
unusual) interpretation of the Stripped Classicism.

Front Elevation - Overview

The neo-classical influences are best appreciated at the facade of the office building.
The entry is at the second story, approached by a tall flight of concrete stairs. These 
steps lead to a wide landing, surrounded by concrete barriers, creating a plaza at the 
facade. The plaza includes integral concrete planter boxes along the wall of the main 
building. The first story of the office building extends to the edge of the plaza so that the 
floor of the plaza creates the roof of the first story. The first story includes no doors, and 
is accessible only from interior stairs. It does include a series of windows at the facade. 
These unusual windows include three stacked steel awning-type sash, all operable.
Near the stairway, the first story features recessed cast stone features in the form of a 
bundled rod "fasces" motif; a Roman symbol of authority. The poured concrete surface 
around this row of windows has been scored, designed to simulate dressed and coursed 
ashlar. This cut-stone appearing concrete surfacing is consistent throughout the building, 
even on the great end walls of the drill deck, and is the single most dominant neo
classical aspect of the building's design.

Front Elevation - Basement (technically the first floor)

The first story extends to the edges, side to side, of the remainder of the building. To the 
right of the building, the plane of the first story is continued as a retaining wall, creating a 
large parking lot and foundation for the other buildings on the site. The retaining wall is 
about 500' long and 14' tall, the height of the first story from grade.
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Figure 8. Typical basement floor windows.

Front Elevation - Second Floor, Third Floor, and Tower

Above the main entrance landing stairs the facade of this building includes a long two- 
story central segment with symmetrical wings at either side. The focus of the fagade is a 
grand central three-door entry, framed by four large fluted pilasters. The spandrel area, 
between the second story windows and first story doors, include three figurative panels 
in cast concrete: a Marine Corps panel; an American flag panel; and a Navy panel. The 
doors at the entry are paired steel doors with transoms. These appear to be original to 
the building. Windows at the lower level of the two-story central segment facade of 
Building 1, are three-part steel awning types, identical to those at the first story. Upper 
story windows are unusual steel casements with four-light fixed sash above. All windows 
at the facade and throughout the building appear to be original, despite the fact that the 
building suffered a major fire in 1980. Based on a July 29, 2015 site visit the front doors 
of the main entrance appear to be replacements.
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Figure 9. Main entrance staircase and front fagade. A number of character defining features including the grand central
staircase, recessed cast stone features, three figurative panels in cast concrete, and the cornice can be seen in this photograph. 
Concrete front plaza planters, column-esque fluting, and steel frame windows are also visible.
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Figure 10. Main entrance staircase and front fagade. This photograph details the three figurative panels: a Marine Corps panel,

an American flag panel, and a Navy panel.
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Figure 11. First floor (entrance floor) and third floor windows.

In addition, the right side of the facade includes a tall concrete tower with hipped roof. 
This unusual element is treated below in the discussion of the right elevation.

The central segment of the facade includes a tall clay-tiled roof: which flattens at the 
ridge for mounting of vents and utilities. The cornice treatment includes a concrete dentil 
course with a wide frieze below. The cornice hides a metal gutter. The name, ''Naval and 
Marine Corps Reserve Center" is spelled out in tall brass letters at this frieze level. There 
is a small beaded concrete string-course across the facade, at the height of the lintels 
and the top of the fluted pilasters. The smaller wings to the right and left of the facade 
include tiled hipped roofs. At the facade, each wing includes four fluted concrete 
pilasters, with deeply recessed windows behind. These tall windows include five stacked 
awning windows. A stretched variation on the triple awning windows is found elsewhere 
on the building.
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Figure 12. Office building hipped tile roofing. The right side patio, first floor patio is also visible.

Side Elevations - Overview

The side elevations of the Training Building are quite complex because they include two 
very different forms: the hip roofed form of the one-story side wings, and the grand barrel 
vault of the drill deck wings. In addition, the left and right sides are quite different from 
one another, owing to the existence of the tower element on the right elevation.
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Figure 13. Roof detail showing the intersection of the Office Building and the Drill Deck.

Left Elevation

The left elevation is the simpler of the two side elevations. At the office building, the 
elevation is dominated by a one-story, hipped roofed element, continuing the one-story 
side element of the facade. The concrete plaza, dominant at the facade, extends to the 
side elevations as well. Although the lower story (first story) extends under all of the side 
elevation of the office building, not all of it is visible. The rear one-third of the first story 
was excavated into the hillside, so that the two-story element of the facade exists behind 
the one-story element, although it may be seen only from a distance. The windows on 
the one-story element are three-part steel awnings, typical of those found elsewhere 
throughout the building. The central doorway on the one-story element includes a highly- 
decorative surround, stylized fluted pilasters and a cast-stone eagle figure at the lintel 
The one-story element retains the dentil course, cornice treatment, also found on the 
facade and throughout the building.
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Figure 14. Left elevation. Both of the left elevations entrance doors are visible.

\i

1 v
k

I*
14 1

h

JUrn

Figure 15. Left, left elevation entrance door. A poured 
concreted motif is visible high above the doorway.

Figure 16. Right, left elevation entrance door. A 
poured concrete eagle details is visible.



?!

*• ‘

F

Figure 17. Typical left elevation first floor steel frame awning windows.

The great drill deck space is defined by two wide concrete piers, from which the arching 
drill deck roof is supported. The wall of the arched segment includes four huge 
reinforced concrete columns, with three bands of tall steel industrial sash between them, 
as well as solid concrete walls between the columns and the piers. Although it is a much 
different form, the concrete end wall of the drill deck wing repeats many of the 
architectural details found on the facade. The massive concrete surfaces, for example, 
are scored in the ashlar-like pattern of the facade. The cornice includes a dentil course, 
even atop the great arching concrete wall. The tall columns (50' tall, taller than all of the 
office wing except for the tower) are fluted in the same simple, stylized manner as the 
pilasters on the one-story element.
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Figure 18. Left elevation showing drill decks relationship to the office building.
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Figure 19. Left elevation detail of drill deck fagade.



The piers at either side of the barrel vault are generally plain concrete walls that are also 
scored to resemble ashlar. Each pier includes a cast-stone flag and festoon. An entry 
door is included in the right pier, with a curving concrete canopy sheltering four wooden 
doors with transoms. Solid concrete pedestals on the side elevations repeat the pattern 
of the planter boxes that exist at the facade.

Right Elevation

The right side elevation includes two major elements: the end wall of the drill deck wing, 
and a very complex variation on the office building. The drill deck wing is identical to that 
found on the left elevation. The right elevation of the office building is generally similar to 
the left elevation but is complicated by the existence of two additional elements: a tall 
tower and a five-sided building at the lower story. These two elements exist at the 
juncture of the two major wings. Plate 3 illustrates this juncture. That view illustrates the 
following elements, from right to left: the pier for the drill deck root, including a doorway 
and curved concrete canopy; the tower; a five-sided wing that projects from the plane of 
the tower; and the one-story and two-story wings of the main office building. The drill 
deck pier and the one- and two-story elements of the main office building are identical to 
their equivalent piers on the left side of the building. Only the tower and five-sided 
extension are unique to this side.
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Figure 20. Right elevation. Tower is partially visible.
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Figure 22. Right elevation typical windows.
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Figure 23. Right elevation drill deck fagade.
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Figure 24. Right elevation drill deck fagade detail.
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Figure 25. Right elevation drill deck fagade with the office building in background.

Right Elevation - Tower

The tower is a powerful architectural element but was functional as well. Its principal 
function in 1940 was to train Naval and Marine Corps radio operators in the use of radio 
transmitting towers. The tower may be accessed chiefly from a landing at the end of a 
hallway on the third floor. There are four levels to the tower: one at the entry, on a plane 
with the third story of the classroom building: second level, facing to the right; a dark 
third level; and a top level, with windows on all sides. At the top level, the tower is above 
the roof of both the office building and the drill deck. Windows in the tower are 
casements with four-light transoms, typical of those on the third story of the office 
building. The five-sided extension below the tower is essentially a fire escape for the 
three stories of the office building as well as the tower. The doorway at the edge of the 
office building is identical to that of the opposite side of the building, It is unusual, 
however, because of the presence of an anchor permanently attached to a concrete 
pedestal at the entry. The windows on the right elevation of the office building are also 
identical to those on the left elevation.
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Figure 26. Left elevation four-story tower.

Rear Elevation

The rear elevation, which serves as a side entrance into the drill deck, repeats many of 
the architectural details found at the facade. The rear elevation contains a projecting 
entry pavilion with a hip roofed element, centered on the rear wall and two symmetrical 
wings. The remainder of the rear roofline is a concrete parapet, hiding the base of the 
barrel vaulted drill deck roof. Four fluted pilasters, centered on the rear wall, frame three 
entry doors. The rear doors are among the most elaborately decorated elements 
anywhere in the building. Each entry includes double steel doors with large glazed 
panels. Each includes two sets of transoms. The lower transoms include steel grills in a 
crossing pattern with a star at the center. Rear doors are surrounded with wooden trim, 
in the fasces pattern, similar to the cast stone ornamentation at the first story facade of 
the office building. A brick patio is found behind the rear elevation.
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Figure 27. Rear elevation.
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Figure 28. Rear elevation central entrance; this entrance leads into the drill deck. Three recessed doors and poured- 
concrete fluting visible.
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Figure 29. Rear elevation perspective showing recessed windows.

Interior

The interior of the Training Building is significant and retains a good degree of integrity, 
although some modifications have occurred, chiefly in repair following a major fire at the 
building in 1980. Further, in 2000 a permit was processed and a women’s restroom was 
subsequently constructed in the basement.

In terms of design, the interior is generally simpler than the exterior and thus does not 
possess the same degree of architectural detail. There are, nonetheless, important 
interior spaces.

See "1984 Plans” Attachment for the interior layout of the buildings. See "Current Plans’ 
Attachment for a more recent set of plans.

Drill Deck

The grandest interior space is the drill deck. The drill deck is one large room, measuring 
about 127’ front to rear, and 264', side to side, creating a room of about 33,528 square 
feet: or about the size of a football field. The roof is a highly unusual ''Lamella roof;" a 
patented roof design built as a series of diamond-shaped ("honey-combed”) trusses, 
created with dimensional lumber cut and nailed at 45 degree angles. The floor of the drill 
deck space is also highly unusual. It features a ''floating floor," with a fir shiplap sub-floor 
laid directly upon a base of sand on asphalt. The history and significance of the Lamella 
roof and ''floating floor" of the drill deck a further discussed in the HCM Nomination 
Statement of Significance portion of this document.
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Figure 30. Drill deck interior facing left elevation. The Lamella roof is visible as well as the elevated interior track. The roof 
is a character defining feature.
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Figure 31. Drill deck interior facing right elevation. The Lamella roof is visible as well as the elevated interior track.
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Figure 32. Drill deck Lamella roof detail facing rear elevation.
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Figure 33. Drill deck Lamella roof detail facing rear elevation.



A concrete balcony extends around the perimeter of the drill deck, supported 
cantilevered concrete columns. The balcony, or gallery, was originally used as sleeping 
quarters for the hundreds of men who trained here. The drill deck floor is accessible from 
the second story of the office building; the balcony is accessible from the third story of 
the office building. The drill deck lighted naturally from corrugated glass panels 
extending nearly the full length of the roof.
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Figure 34. Drill deck interior track detail facing left elevation.
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Figure 35. Drill deck interior track detail facing left elevation.
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Figure 36. Drill deck interior track detail facing left elevation.



Several elements from the World War Il-era training base are permanently affixed to the 
drill deck and are regarded as contributing elements of the building. At the right end of 
the drill deck are two guns and a torpedo sight. These are affixed to heavy metal plates, 
which are attached to the drill deck floor. One gun is a 5-inch gun, manufactured in 
1945, and the other is 40 mm anti-aircraft gun. At either end of the drill deck, the end 
walls were built to simulate a four level bridge of a ship, used for simulating on-board 
conditions. The bridges exist behind the tall steel industrial sash at the end walls of the 
drill deck wing. As a result the rooms of each bridge are well-lighted with natural light.
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Figure 37. Drill deck World War II era guns.
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Figure 38. Drill deck World War II era guns.

The interior of the office building is different on the first, second, and third stories. The 
first story is, as noted, essentially a basement level, accessible only from interior stairs. 
This level is virtually unused today. During World War II and later, it was used for various 
training functions. It includes an indoor shooting range as well as a large indoor pool.
The pool is currently de-watered. The third story and most of the second story are 
occupied by dozens of classrooms, accessible from a double-loaded hallway, running 
the length of the building. The entry lobby for the second story includes some remnant 
architectural features from the late 1930s. Among these are curving lobby walls and 
original brass lighting standards, three of which exist in the lobby space.
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Figure 39. Main entrance interior lobby and curving lobby walls. These lobby walls are character defining features.
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Figure 40. Main entrance interior lobby curving lobby walls.
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Figure 41. Enclosed basement pool and original tile.
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Figure 42. Original wall and floor tile around the enclosed basement swimming pool.
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Figure 43. Overview of the enclosed basement pool. The partitions in this photograph were constructed as temporary walls 
for a late 1990s film set. These partitions are temporary and can easily be removed.
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Figure 44. Another room in the basement that is currently not being used. The partitions in this photograph were 
constructed as temporary walls for a late 1990s film set. These partitions are temporary and can easily be removed.



c

i
u

* ■
8-

Figure 45. Although the basement is not being regularly used it does have rooms where partitions have been put up as 
practice spaces for Fire Department drills.
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Figure 46. Second floor typical classroom space.



Figure 47. Typical interior stairwell.
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Figure 48. Typical interior hallway.
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Figure 49. First floor interior of four-story tower.
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Figure 50. Second floor interior of four-story tower.
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Figure 51. Third floor interior of four-story tower. A ladder leads to the fourth floor.
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Figure 52. Office space located near the first floor of the tower.



Integrity of Building 1

Building 1 retains a remarkably high degree of integrity, particularly with respect to 
exterior elements.

There is no indication that any original elements been removed. All windows and most 
doors appear to be original. However, per a July 29th, 2015 site visit the originality of the 
main front and rear door is questionable.

In the interior, most floor surfaces and wall surfaces have been replaced. Most of this 
work probably dates to rehabilitation work following a major fire at the building in 1980. 
On the whole, however, the building retains a very high degree of integrity to its original 
design, materials, workmanship, location, setting, feeling, and association.

Flagpoles

The Naval Reserve includes two metal flagpoles, erected as part of the original 
construction of this facility in 1938-40. The flagpoles are steel on cast iron bases. One is 
centered on the facade, and is 75' in height. The other flagpole is centered on the rear 
elevation. The flagpole locations are denoted by a red circle in the figure below.
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Character Defining Features

EXTERIOR

Grand Central Staircase to entry plaza with integral planter boxes
Three-part stacked steel awning-type sash windows
Recessed cast stone features in the form of a bundled rod "facsces” motif
Cut-stone concrete surfacing central, three-door entry, framed by four large fluted
pilasters
Three figurative panels in cast concrete: a Marine Corps panel, an American flag 
panel, Navy panel
Tall concrete "radio” tower with hipped roof
Cornice with concrete dentil course with wide frieze below and the name "Naval 
and Marine Corps Reserve Center” spelled out in tall brass letters on the frieze

INTERIOR

Large interior drill deck with is "Lamella” truss roof and "floating floor”
Training elements consisting of 40mm gun, five-inch gun, torpedo sight, 
and simulated ship’s bridge 

Basement swimming pool 
Rifle range 
Curving lobby walls 
Brass lighting standards

o

OTHER

Two original metal flagpoles

7.B. Statement of Significance

Evaluation of Significance

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center, Los Angeles, is eligible for listing as a City 
of Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument under three local nomination criteria. First, as 
a structure that is associated with the United States Navy in Los Angeles during the 
years surrounding and after World War II, the Reserve Center serves as a conduit for 
assisting to narrate the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, state, 
and community; specifically related to the military. The structure appears to be one of 
the earliest permanent Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Centers to be built in the 
United States. Secondly, the Reserve Center is also architecturally significant as a good 
example of an architectural type that represents the transition of the armory from its 19th 
and early 20th century roles. Further, Building 1 is also significant as a structure 
exhibiting distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type style - "Restrained 
Classism,” sometimes referred to as "Starved Classicism,” while also being inherently 
valuable because of the patented Lamella roof - wooden truss barrel vault - method of 
construction that spans the drill room clear-span building. Finally, since the structure was 
designed by Los Angeles-based architect Stiles O. Clements, the Reserve Center is 
further made significant as an example of a notable work of a master builder, designer,



or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

CRITERIA 1: Reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, 
state, or community.

As a primary reserve training facility during the years surrounding World War II the Naval 
and Marine Corps Reserve Center’s relationship with the history of the United States 
Navy elevates the structures significance to encompass the broad social - military - 
history of the city as well as the nation.

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center was designed and approved in 1938, but 
wasn’t completed until 1940. Although always a Nayy-owned building, the structure did 
not come into being through the typical construction practices of the Navy with design 
and construction administered by the Bureau of Yards and Docks. Rather, the building 
was constructed through the cooperation of the Navy, the Marine Corps, the City and 
County of Los Angeles, the Works Projects Administration (WPA), and through the 
design work of Stiles O. Clements. The Reserve Center had it origins in two programs: 
the development of a Naval Reserve system in the years just before World War I, and 
major reorganization during the 1920s; and the establishment of the Works Progress 
Administration (later the Works Projects Administration) during the New Deal, The need 
for the building arose from the growth of the Naval Reserve program in Southern 
California, and the opportunity to finance the building came about through funding 
associated with the WPA program.

The Reserve Center is essentially an armory - a training center for reserve military units. 
A long tradition of armory construction exists in the United States, attributable to the 
legacies of militias, or state-run National Guard units. Until the mid-20th century, the vast 
majority of these armories were built by the states for the National Guard, in an era in 
which the National Guard retained only loose ties with the regular Army (Fogelson 
1989). Dozens of armory buildings exist in California, most of them owned by the Military 
Department of the State of California, which administers state participation in the Army 
National Guard. A major state-owned armory, for example, still exists in Exposition Park 
of Los Angeles. It was built in 1914 and was used by the Guard until the 1960s.

Beginning with the Dick Act of 1903, the National Guard units of the various states were 
gradually integrated into the operation of the regular Army. The Dick Act and National 
Defense Acts of 1916 and 1920 established a separate Reserve force, apart from the 
state National Guard units, and helped to bring the state-operated National Guard 
training and command more in line with the regular Army (Wilson 1985). In time, the 
National Guard armories of these units became training centers for units of the U.S. 
Army, although armories have also retained their traditional function as community 
centers, particularly in smaller communities with relatively few civic centers. The greatest 
period for armory construction was at the tum of the century, although a substantial 
number of armories were built during the 1930s. The WPA or the Public Works 
Administration (PWA) funded most of these structures.

The Navy Reserve and Marine Corps Reserve systems developed long after the 
National Guard System had been established. Created in 1916, the Naval and Marine 
Corps Reserve programs were Federal programs from the outset, i.e. were not 
administered, directly or indirectly, by state military departments. The designations, 
Naval Reserve and Marine Corps Reserve, were first established in the Navy



Appropriations Act of 1916, although the distinction between reserve and volunteer 
servicemen was slight during World War I. After the war, both branches began to 
develop more explicit arrangements for organizing and training reserve units (Boykin et 
al. 1986, Millett 1980, Wilson 1985).

A Naval Reserve Center was established in Los Angeles during the 1920s. Until 
construction of the buildings currently under study, however, the Naval Reserves trained 
in rented space in a converted garage at 1965 South Los Angeles Street. The Navy 
described the parcel as the highest-rent armory space anywhere in the United States, 
and expressed an interest in moving elsewhere. In June 1928, the commander of the 
Naval Reserve units in Los Angeles, spoke at a meeting of Los Angeles civic leaders, 
including the mayor, several council members, county supervisors, and the president of 
the chamber of commerce. He warned that Long Beach had proposed donating land for 
a permanent reserve armory for the Los Angeles area reserve units and that Congress 
and the Navy were considering the offer. He warned: ''Taking advantage of this situation, 
Long Beach is now offering to house and take over the entire reserve activities in this 
district. Is Los Angeles going to let them do it?" (Los Angeles Times 6-24-28). According 
to newspaper account, in 1928 about 1700 enlisted men and 400 officers were enlisted 
in the Los Angeles Naval Reserve.

Until the 1940s, the U.S. Navy had a very small presence in the Los Angeles area. 
Indeed, the city leaders in Los Angeles lobbied vigorously throughout the 20th century to 
capture some part of the Navy budget in California, and focused chiefly on facilities in 
Vallejo in Northern California and San Diego in Southern California (Lotchin 1992). Los 
Angeles officials were wary of all competing cities but particularly Long Beach, which 
had already by 1928 lured away the air reserve units from Los Angeles (Los Angeles 
Times 6-24-28).

It was this fear of losing the Navy Reserve training facility to rival Long Beach, or some 
other California city that motivated Los Angeles officials to pursue construction of a Navy 
Reserve armory, even though the building would likely never be owned by the city. The 
opportunity to rectify the problem emerged during the mid-1930s, with the development 
of major public works construction programs by the Federal government, as part of the 
general New Deal counter-cyclical spending strategy.

Although there were many Federal job-creating programs during the New Deal, the best- 
funded and best-known programs were the PWA and the WPA. The two programs were 
fundamentally similar and funded many of the same types of projects. The PWA was 
created in 1933, as part of the ''First Hundred Days" flurry of new programs developed 
by the incoming administration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Under the cautious 
leadership of Secretary of the Interior, Harold Ickes, however, the PW A was slow to 
fund major public works construction projects. It was partly in response to the slow 
activities of the PWA that Congress in 1935 created the WPA, funding it at nearly $5 
billion -- the largest single appropriation in the history of the United States to that point. 
Under the much more free-wheeling leadership of Harry Hopkins, the WPA would 
quickly emerge as the leading program for public works construction in the United States 
(Leuchtenberg 1963).

The various states sought to earmark funding in both the WPA and PWA for National 
Guard armory construction. Although unsuccessful in setting aside funds for this 
purpose, guard spokesmen were able to convince both the WPA and PWA to include 
armory construction as permissible activities under both programs (Fogelson 1989). This



policy decision made vast sums of Federal public works dollars available to the City of 
Los Angeles in its quest to build a facility to keep the Navy reserve training center in the 
city.

Even before authorization of the WPA, however, the Navy had independently sought to 
develop a major training center in California, to support both a growing reserve program 
and a generally expanding Navy presence in California. Consistent with its practices in 
the 1920s and 1930s, the Navy had solicited proposals from various communities that 
might be interested in sponsoring construction of a reserve center, through donation of 
land, construction costs, or other inducements. The City of Los Angeles proposed 
creation of the Reserve Center on or near City-owned land in little-used Chavez Ravine, 
a short distance northwest of the downtown area. In January, 1935 -prior to creation of 
the WPA --the Navy selected the Chavez Ravine site from among 40 alternatives. 
Among the advantages of the site, in the Navy's view, was its isolation within the ravine, 
"inconspicuously nestled in the hills where raiding bombers in a possible attack by 
enemy air forces will be least likely to damage it" (Lieutenant Colonel F. C. Harrington, 
quoted in Lively 1987:243). Although the site was selected, the Navy had no funds to 
construct the facility.

The city offered this land to the Navy for the training center, and the offer was accepted. 
Throughout the remainder of 1935, the City of Los Angeles and Los Angeles County, 
working closely with the Navy, sought to piece together - a combination of local and 
Federal funds that could pay for the improvements. By late 1935, the basic arrangement 
had been developed: the city would donate land for the center, the county would donate 
$300,000 worth of materials; the remainder of the costs (it would cost $1.1 million) would 
be borne by the WPA (Lively 1987:243).

For reasons of local politics, however, the project was delayed for three years. A trade 
group proposed construction of the Mercado Pacific Exposition in Chavez Ravine, a fair 
designed to promote trade between California and Asia. Backers of the Mercado argued 
forcefully against the donation of city-owned lands for construction of the Navy training 
center because the facility would interfere with the proposed exposition. In 1937 and 
1938, a series of hearings were conducted at the City Council of Los Angeles over this 
issue. The specific issue was the donation of city-owned lands, although the largest 
issue was essentially a choice between the Mercado and the Training Center. American 
military leaders, including representatives of the Naval and Marine Corps, lobbied on 
behalf of the training center, as did veterans' organizations and many leading California 
businessmen (Lively 1987:245-246). The battle over how to use Chavez Ravine - armory 
or Mercado, or some combination of the two - dragged on for several years, between 
early 1937 and mid-1938. During the course of this debate in Los Angeles, the U.S.
Navy and the Marine Corps were steadfast in their commitment to construction of the 
Reserve Center at this site.

While this local debate dragged on, the City of Los Angeles funded preparation of plans 
and specifications for the project. The conclusion that design work was well underway, 
even as the city debated the fate of the site, is supported by several pieces of evidence. 
In one instance, Navy Captain Claude B. Mayo testified in support of the building in 
February 1938. Captain Mayo was stationed in San Diego and would later serve as the 
first commanding officer of the Reserve Center He assured the city council that the plans 
and specifications for the building were nearly complete (Los Angeles Times 2-16-38}. 
Also supporting this conclusion is the haste with which construction began, once the city 
had deeded the land to the Navy. The agreement between the Navy, the City, and



County was signed on March 22, 1938; construction was about a month later (Los 
Angeles Times 4-21-38). Finally, the approved plans for the building are dated 
September, 1938. It is unlikely the plans for this large and complex building could have 
been completed in the few months between March and September of that year.

The contract to design the building had been awarded to Stiles O. Clements. Clements 
had been an active and successful architect in Los Angeles for 27 years, most of that 
time with the partnership of Morgan, Walls, and Clements. He had only recently broken 
off from that partnership to form Stiles O. Clements and Associates. The huge proposed 
Navy training center was likely his first major commission on his own. Clements' 
biography and achievements are further discussed later in this document (significance 
criteria four). Work continued through November, 1940, when the large facility was 
turned over to the Navy.

The building was designed specifically as a training center for Naval and Marine Corps 
Reserve units in Southern California. Its layout reflected this purpose. The great clear- 
span drill deck wing was designed to allow two Reserve regiments to train 
simultaneously. Many elements of the building were constructed in pairs, to facilitate 
simultaneous training for two units at the site. The drill deck, for example, includes two 
bridges. The facility also has two separate galleys, as well as two groups of quarters for 
visiting flag officers; these were located in the third story of the office building. Because 
the Navy Reserve units that trained there included a Radio and Signal Corps School, the 
building was also fitted with a radio tower, integrated structurally and architecturally into 
the main building.

As noted, the gallery around the perimeter of the drill deck was designed as a track but 
also served as sleeping quarters for the reserves who trained there. The fact that 400
500 men slept as well as trained in the room forced the architect to include several 
unusual features, principally having to do with condensation. The great room, essentially 
uninsulated, experienced great changes in temperature between day and night and rose 
and settled with the changes in temperature. The huge floor was subject to the same 
changes in temperature and was allowed to ''float" on a bed of sand. At night in 
particular, the presence of so many men in the room caused a serious condensation 
problem. The floating floor (further disc1:lssed below) was designed to allow the 
moisture to seep through the wood to the sand, intended to minimize damage to the 
flooring.

The structure, although initially planned during the relatively peaceful mid-1930s, was 
completed against the backdrop of the fall of France and about a year before the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. When it was first used, the armory was designated 
specifically for the training of Radio and Signal School reservists. During American 
involvement in World War IT, the armory was used to train reserve units for active duty 
overseas.

Immediately after V-J Day, the Los Angeles Reserve Center was used as a separation 
center for tens of thousands of Naval and Marine personnel who were being discharged. 
By 1946, the facility was again being used for its intended purpose: to train Naval and 
Marine Corps reserve units. Many of these Reserve units were called back into active 
duty in 1950, making the armory again an active part of the regular Navy. After the 
conclusion of hostilities in Korea, however, the armory returned to a more predictable life 
as a reserve training center. It remained so until its closure in the late 1980s.



Today, the property is owned by the Los Angeles Fire Department, which uses it for 
offices, training and classroom purposes.

CRITERIA 3. Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type 
specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style, or method of 
construction.

Period: Armory Transition

Not only are the architectural style and the architect of the structure contributing factors 
for the Reserve Centers overall significance, but the building gains further significance 
as a good example of an architectural type that represents the transition of the armory 
from its 19th and early 20th century role as a community-based National Guard facility, 
to its modem role as a training center for units that work in close coordination with the 
regular military branch with which the armory is associated.

The Federal government and the various states have only recently begun to develop a 
comprehensive context for the evaluation of armories as a discrete historic property 
type. The basic reference work is that of Robert M. Fogelson (1989), whose America's 
Armories: Architecture, Society, and the Public Order was the first attempt to analyze 
this building type in a larger historical context. The State of New York in 1992 began a 
comprehensive inventory and evaluation of all known armories in the state. The results 
of this survey were recently summarized by Nancy Todd (1996) in an article in the 
publication CRM.

Armories were training buildings for National Guard units and later for reserve units of 
the Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force. Most armories were built and owned by the 
military division of the state in which they are located, and most are associated with 
Army-based National Guard units. The majority of armories historically served as training 
sites for National Guard units but also as community centers. Armories were typically 
headquarters for local disaster preparedness programs and, not uncommonly, sites for 
dances and other social events in small communities without major civic spaces. Just 
before and after World War I, the various National Guard units became more and more 
closely associated with the regular service, and the Naval and Marine Corps created 
entirely Federal Reserve units. As this coordination and integration increased, more 
armory buildings were funded and owned directly by the service with which the units 
were associated.

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve, planned in 1935 but not completely constructed 
until l940, is an excellent and significant example of an armory in the latter category. It 
was built to be used by reserve units unrelated to the state National Guard. In keeping 
with the long tradition of community based armory design, the building was constructed 
with participation by the city and county of Los Angeles. When the building was planned, 
it was seen as a community asset as well as a military center. By the time it was 
constructed, however, the building was drafted into regular Naval and Marine Corps 
service. It was important to the training of the Reserve in Southern California during 
World War II.

Although independent evidence was not located to support the contention, the Navy 
maintains that the Reserve Center in Los Angeles is also the second oldest as well as 
the largest Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center in the United States. The Naval and 
Marine Corps Reserve Center is a California Historical Landmark, designated



Registered Landmark No. 972. The documentation for this designation was prepared by 
Bruce J. Lively, who also wrote an extensive article on the building "Naval and Marine 
Corps Reserve Center Los Angeles” in 1987. Lively had access to official documents of 
the reserve system and his information is considered reliable. No independent 
confirmation was made with respect to the priority or relative size of the building among 
the population of reserve centers nationally.

Style: “Stripped Classicism, ” “Starved Classicism, ” “PWA Moderne

Aside from being a unique example of a transition in armory design, the Reserve Center 
also represents a significant example of what has been called of Federal 
architecture during the 1930s, specifically the style that has been called "Stripped 
Classicism," "Starved Classicism," or ''PWA Moderne." Federal architecture developed in 
alternating phases of domination by public service architects and domination by private 
architects. At various times, the architects in the employ of the Federal government 
designed essentially Federal buildings, from post offices to court houses (Craig 1984). At 
other times, including the 1930s, the bulk of this design work was undertaken by private 
architects under contract with the government. Whether carried out by public servants or 
contractors, however, most Federal architecture from the early years of the Republic 
through the 1920s had been dominated by the neo-classical tradition, first established in 
the Capitol complex, and spread through post office and courthouse construction to all 
parts of the nation.

During the 1930s, private architects were allowed to design public buildings to an extent 
not possible at any earlier period of the 20th century. The amount of Federal and 
Federally-funded construction accelerated tremendously during these years as New 
Deal programs -- especially the WPA and PWA- funded public works as an employment
generating activity. The scale of Federal construction was at or near its highpoint during 
the 1930s, as a proportion of total construction activity. Because of this great demand for 
Federal work, and a soft demand for design work by the private sector, virtually every 
active architect in California worked at one time or another for the Federal government. 
Both the WPA and the PWA hired private architects to design public buildings. There is 
little distinction between the two programs in this regard: both focused on the 
construction of useful, publicly-owned buildings, such as city halls, airports, schools, and 
hospitals. Both programs funded construction of armory halls throughout the United 
States. The PWA funded dozens of armories (Short 1986), as did the WPA Both the 
WPA and the PWA were construction-oriented agencies, paying much less attention to 
style than to creating jobs and useful public edifices. This was true of all types of 
buildings constructed under the WPA and PWA. In discussing armory designs, for 
example, the Acting Chief Engineer for the WPA argued that a building's style should be 
"purely a matter of available materials, taste and community influence and is therefore 
something for local determination" (quoted in Fogelson 1989:198). The vast majority of 
WPA buildings were designed by private architects who were had offices in the local 
community.

These private architects were torn between designing in the popular styles of the time 
(Art Deco, Streamlined Moderne) and honoring the long tradition of neo-classical design, 
so rooted in Federal building design from the early years of the Republic. The 
compromise between the two was a unique style, neither Moderne nor neo-classical, but 
a blending of the two. This phenomenon is almost unique to privately-designed Federal 
architecture from the 1930s, but was used so extensively that architectural historians 
have struggled to developed a term for the style. It is argued by some that the blending



of moderne and neo-classical was also typical of construction in Fascist Italy and 
Germany during the war. This case is made by David Gebhard and Harriette von Breton 
(1989). Gebhard and Von Breton use the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center as an 
illustration of this point. They write:

By stripping away excessive historical detail, relying on simple rectangular 
volumes, smooth surfaces, and square fluted piers instead of columns, Sumner 
Spaulding and his associates [designers of an unbuilt civic center for Los 
Angeles] showed how closely in touch they were to the stripped Neoclassical 
designs of Germany, Italy, and elsewhere. Equally close in spirit was Stiles O. 
Clements' U.S. Naval and Marine Corps Armory [sic] of 1939-40, whose 
forbidding exterior would have been very much at home in Berlin in the late '30s. 
(quoted in Gebhard and von Breton 1989: 75-76)

Their observation has led to some confusion. Bruce Lively (1987: 253) interpreted this 
statement to indicate that the building was "based on a German design." While it may be 
argued that the building resembles some German buildings from the period, there is no 
indication that Clements borrowed the building from a German model.

Lois Craig (1984), a principal historian of Federal architecture, emphasizes the classical 
element of the style, calling it "Starved Classicism." Still others have called it "Stripped 
Classicism." David Gebhard and others emphasize the Moderne element of the 
compromise, calling the style "P.W.A. Moderne," or 'WPA Moderne." The style is 
succinctly defined by David Gebhard (1973) as ''The Roman-Renaissance mode 
cleaned up with added elements of both the Zigzag and the Streamlined Modeme."

However, the difficulties in classifying this style helps to explain its unique qualities. The 
buildings are, for the most part, rooted in the neo-classical traditions. Of the hundreds of 
post offices, Federal courthouses, and other Federal buildings designed and built during 
this decade, most were essentially neoclassical in their character. The exceptions to this 
rule are smaller Federal buildings, typically small post offices, which were designed in 
Mission Revival or Spanish Colonial Revival. The more typical Federal buildings from the 
period was neo-classical in its massing, proportions, and detail. The neoclassical detail, 
however, is applied sparingly, often with inaccurate or exaggerated forms.

As noted, most major California architects had designed Federal or Federally-funded 
buildings in this style. Good examples include the Hollywood Post Office by Claud 
Beelman, and the Los Angeles Branch of the Federal Reserve Bank, by John and 
Donald Parkinson. In this respect, the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center 
represents Stiles O. Clements' opportunity to design a large building in "Starved 
Classicism," a style that was already well-represented throughout Los Angeles and 
Southern California by the time ground breaking for this building occurred in 1938.

Clements' design for the building was at once typical of the style and an unusual 
expression of it. As David Gebhard has noted, the style was almost universally executed 
in reinforced concrete, a modem an economical substitute for the stone masonry of the 
neo-classical. It almost always included fluting in the concrete to simulate fluting in 
columns. It also generally included some cornice treatment in the neo-classical mode. In 
these respects, the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center is typical of the "Starved 
Classicism" that dominated the design of Federal buildings during the decade.



The Reserve Center, however, was also highly unusual in several respects. First, it was 
a huge building. While a few Federal buildings from the period were substantial in scale, 
none approached the area of this building. Second, Clements was forced to work with a 
great arched drill deck space, a very unusual and difficult form to incorporate into a 
predominantly neo-classical building. Third, the topography of the site required a building 
that could conform to the hillside. Fourth, the function of the building required many 
unusual structural elements, including the radio tower, a large swimming pool and the 
aforementioned great drill deck. All of these factors added to the challenge of designing 
this particular example of "Starved Classicism" The architectural significance of the 
building, then, is that it typifies a specific style - the "Starved Classicism" - while dealing 
with extraordinary challenges.

Method of Construction: Lamella Roof

Finally, the building appears to be significant in the area of architecture because it 
incorporates unique or highly unusual elements, particularly its Lamella roof and "floating 
floor." The barrel vaulted, timber truss roof of the drill deck is arguably its most distinctive 
element. The roof has a span of 125' x 256'. While not a record-setting span, this 
represents a very substantial roof for its time, or any other time. Lively (1987: 253) 
argues that the building was the largest "enclosed structure without columns at the time 
it was constructed," but offers no evidence to support the contention. Many aircraft 
hangars, particularly lighter - than-air hangars from the 1930s, had much larger clear 
spans. Still, the building is clearly impressive.

The roof was a patented ''Lamella Roof" a honey-comb wooden roof system, 
manufactured and widely built in the Los Angeles area by the Summerbell Roof 
Structures Company, with offices in downtown Los Angeles. The company advertised 
widely in the Southwest Builder and Contractor. (e.g. editions of 4-8-1938 and 1-14
1938). The roof is identified as a Lamella roof in ''Resilient Floating Floor Constructed in 
Great Drill Hall" (Southwest Builder and Contractor 4-18-1938). The Lamella Roof 
system could be built in a variety of shapes, from a barrel vault to a dome to an octagon, 
all of which were illustrated in advertisements for the system. Further research may 
indicate that this roofing system was widely used and is still represented in extant 
buildings in Los Angeles and elsewhere. Based upon available evidence, however, it 
appears that this roof form is quite rare. Further, this huge span was no doubt a very 
substantial challenge for the roofing system.

Another highly unusual feature of the building is a ''floating floor'' installed in the drill 
deck. As noted earlier, Clements and others involved with the building were concerned 
about condensation within the drill hall. The big room, heavily occupied and without 
insulation, generated a great deal of condensation, collecting chiefly on the corrugated 
glass at the center of the room. To deter damage to the flooring from this condensation, 
the contractor, AB. Rice Floor Company of Los Angeles, developed a highly unusual 
flooring system, 'Which it called a ''floating floor." The grade of the drill deck was first 
leveled and rolled by WPA workers. A three-inch coat of asphaltic concrete was then 
"spread over the dirt and rolled to an even grade.'' Several weeks later, the rolled asphalt 
was covered with 15 inch felt paper, mopped with tar. Two inches of kiln-dried sand was 
then placed atop the felt paper, and leveled with screeds. The sand was covered with 
soft asphaltum pitch 'Which ''functions both as a seal and as an expansion joint." The 
flooring system was then place on the sand base. The sub-floor comprised 2" x 8" 
shiplap Douglas fir pieces; the fir was treated and kiln-dried. The floor was finished with 
3/4" maple boards, finished in a Duraseal sealant (Southwest Builder and



Contractor 4-18-1938).

CRITERIA 4: A notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his or her age.

The Naval and Marine Reserve Center is also significant because it was designed by 
Stiles O. Clements, and is thus a notable work of a master architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. Stiles O. Clements was a master architect from Los 
Angeles from 1911 until 1965.

Stiles O. Clements was one of the most important and productive architects ever to have 
practiced in Southern California. Because he was active for so long - he arrived in the 
city in 1911 and continued working until his retirement in 1965 - he was an important 
transitional architect in Los Angeles. Early in his career, he worked with the leading 19th 
and early 20th century Los Angeles architects. During the exceedingly productive middle 
of his career from the 1920s through 1940, he designed his best-known works in the Art 
Deco and Streamlined Moderne styles that typify Los Angeles design from that period. 
He continued to be active in design work after World War II, designing some of the 
largest post-war buildings in Southern California in partnership with his son, Robert 
(Southwest Builder and Contractor 1966: 17).

Clements was also a partner in one of the most prolific and successful firms in Southern 
California from 1920 - 1937, the firm of Morgan, Walls, and Clements. Perhaps the best- 
known building from the firm is the Art Deco/Skyscraper Gothic Richfield Building, built in 
1929. That building, Clements' personal favorite, has been demolished (Starr 1990: 78). 
Clements is generally credited with being the creative force behind turning the attention 
of the Beaux Arts-oriented Morgan and Wails firm to the emerging Art Deco and 
Streamlined Moderne design. That firm was arguably the key force in establishing the 
reputation of Los Angeles as a focus of high-quality ''modern" architecture from the 
1920s and 1930s. The firm, for example, was responsible for designing most of the best 
commercial buildings along Wilshire Bolvard's "Miracle Mile." The firm, however, was 
by no means restricted to the Art Deco/Moderne style. Dozens of Morgan, Walls, and 
Clements buildings have been designated Historic-Cultural Monuments by the City of 
Los Angeles, including the 1924 Spanish Colonial Oddfellows Temple; the 1926 Mayan 
Theater; the 1926 Renaissance Revival Pacific National Bank; the 1926 El Capitan 
Theater in Hollywood; and the 1929 Mediterranean Chapman Park Building.

In 1937, Clements left that firm to organize Stiles O. Clements & Associates, a name he 
would retain until 1955, when his son, Robert, was brought in as a partner. The name 
was then changed to Stiles and Robert Clements. The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve 
Center, then, was one of the earliest major commissions undertaken by Stiles O. 
Clements after he left the firm of Morgan Walls and Clements. The father-and-son firm 
was extremely active during the 1950s and 1960s, designing hundreds of shopping 
centers, parking garages, office buildings, and other major commissions in the post-war 
construction boom in Southern California.

Clements' career spanned nearly six decades, making him one of the most prolific 
architects in California history. He was partially or completely responsible for the design 
of some of the great landmarks of Southern California architecture, including the 
Samson Tire Company building, the aforementioned Mayan Theater, Coulter's 
Department Store (demolished), Pellissier Building (including the Wiltern Theater), and 
the aforementioned Richfield Building. Clements is treated in virtually all of the survey



works on Los Angeles architecture (e.g., Kaplan 1987, McGrew and Julian 1994).

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center represents several important landmarks in 
the career of this master designer. First, it was one of the first major commissions 
undertaken by Clements after he left the firm of Morgan, Walls, and Clements. Clements 
regarded it as a major achievement in his career. Late in his life, Clements culled 
through his drawings to donate the best examples of his work to the Huntington Library 
in San Marino, California. The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center was among the 
works sent to that prestigious research library (Rosenast 1990).

The Reserve Center also appears to be one of the first public buildings with which he is 
known to have been associated. During World War II and after the war, he and his son 
would be extensively involved in the design of many Federal buildings, including other 
commissions for the U.S. Navy. These commissions included designing buildings for the 
Los Angeles Board of Education, the County of Los Angeles, San Bernadino County, the 
City of Monrovia, the State of California, the Army Corps of Engineers, and additional 
buildings for the U.S. Navy (Southwest Builder and Contractor 1958). There is no 
indication in the architectural history of Southern California, however, that Clements 
designed any public buildings before his work on the Naval Reserve.

The Reserve Center is one of Stiles O. Clements' most successful works as it 
incorporates much of what he had learned in his excellent education and what was 
already a long career in professional design. Although he is generally credited with 
introducing the Art Deco/Moderne style of design to Morgan, Walls, and Clements, 
Clements had not always worked in the modern idiom. He was trained at the tum of the 
century at MIT and the Ecole de Beaux Arts and had worked with the local 19th century 
Beaux Arts masters upon his arrival in Los Angeles. His education and early training 
helped him to absorb and work with the vocabulary of neo-classical design. He emerged 
as one of the great masters of Art Deco and Streamlined Moderne design in Los 
Angeles or anywhere else in the country. This extensive training in the Moderne and the 
neo-classical helps explain the ease and skill with which Clements combined the neo
classical details of this building and its sleek Moderne design. Although he built no other 
buildings in the ''Stripped Classicism" style, he captured its essence in this building. 
Although not his best-known work, the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center is an 
important example of the career and talents of Stiles O. Clements.
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BY AND AMONG THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICAACTING BY AND THROUGH ITS GENERAL SERVICES 

ADMINISTRATION, THE CALIFORNIA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
OFFICE, AND THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES REGARDING THE CONVEYANCE, 
AND PRESERVATION OF BUILDING ONE AND ITS ASSOCIATED FLAGPOLES 

LOCATED WITHIN THE NAVAL AND MARINE CORPS RESERVE CENTER

WHEREAS, this Memorandum of Agreement (“MOA”), inclusive of all attachments, is made 
as of this 21s1 day of May 
(“GSA” or “Grantor”) and the California State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”), (all 
referred to collectively herein as the “Signatories” or “Parties” or individually as a “Signatory 
or “Party”), pursuant to Sections 106 and 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(“NHPA”) 16 U.S.C. §§ 470f and 470h-2, and its Section 106 implementing regulations at 36 
CFR Part 800; and

, 2-044 2015, by the U.S. General Services Administration

WHEREAS, the Department of the Navy (“Navy”), is the federal agency that has custody and 
accountability, on behalf of the United States, of the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center, 
the real property located at 1700 Stadium Way, Los Angeles, CA commonly known as the Naval 
Reserve Center (“Property”); and

WHEREAS, the Navy completed an Historic Resources Eligibility Study and Archaeological 
Resources Inventory Survey (“HRES”), prepared by KEA Environmental, Inc, San Diego, CA 
and JRP Historical Consulting, Davis, CA, in 1997 (Attachment 1 hereto), which determined 
Building 1 on the Property (’’Building 1”) and its two flagpoles (’’Flagpoles”) eligible for listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places (“NRHP”) (collectively “Historic Property”, 
Attachment 2 hereto); and

WHEREAS, the Navy determined that the Property was excess to its needs and reported the 
Property excess to GSA in September, 1998; and

WHEREAS, in 1998, GSA determined that the Property was surplus to the federal 
government’s needs and, in accordance with the procedures outlined in Title 40 of the U.S. 
Code, Section 101, et seq., sought to transfer the Property to a reliable steward committed to 
ensuring compatible use or uses and continuing responsible long-term stewardship of the 
Property, and

WHEREAS, the United States of America, through GSA, is proposing to convey the Property to 
the City of Los Angeles, CA (“City” or “Grantee”) pursuant to Public Benefit Conveyance 
authority set forth in 40 U.S.C. 553, for use as a Los Angeles Fire Department (“LAFD”) 
Training Facility subject to the Historic Covenant excerpted herein (“Historic Preservation 
Covenant”) (“Undertaking”), which references the U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation (“Secretary’s Standards”) and the prevailing applicable codes including the
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California Historical Building Code, California Code of Regulations (“C.C.R.”) Title 24, Part 8 
(“CHBC”); and

WHEREAS, in consultation, GSA determined that the Area of Potential Effect (“APE”) of the 
Undertaking is the boundaries of the Property to be transferred, referred to as Assessor’s Parcel 
Number 5415-14-900, Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, CA (Attachment 2 hereto); and

WHEREAS, the Property is also home to a 9/11 Twin Towers Memorial, owned and maintained 
by LAFD, a structure that does not contribute to the NRHP significance of the Historic Property, 
and therefore is not subject to the terms of this MOA; and

WHEREAS, GSA determined that the Undertaking constitutes an adverse effect to the Historic 
Property pursuant to 36 CFR §800.5 and, in accordance with §800.6(a) (1), has consulted with 
the SHPO and has notified the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (“ACHP”) of its 
adverse effect determination with specified documentation and the ACHP has chosen not to 
participate in the consultation pursuant to 36 CFR §800.6(a) (1) (iii), and

WHEREAS, the City and its Cultural Heritage Commission (“Commission”) participated in 
consultation and are invited signatories (“Invited Signatories” or “Invited Signatory”) to this 
MOA (36 CFR §800.6(c)(2)), and

WHEREAS, Navy and the Los Angeles Conservancy (“Conservancy”) have participated in 
consultation pursuant to 36 CFR §800.3(f), as Consulting Parties (“Consulting Parties”); and

NOW THEREFORE, the Signatories agree that the Undertaking shall be implemented in 
accordance with the following Stipulations to take into account the effects of this Undertaking on 
the Historic Property.

GSA shall ensure that the following Stipulations are carried out:

STIPULATIONS

I. HISTORIC PRESERVATION COVENANT. Grantor shall include a Historic 
Covenant substantially in the form set forth below in any conveyance instrument:

Ov
■.J

Historic Preservation Covenant. Grantee covenants and agrees for itself, its successors and 
assigns and every successor-in-interest to the Property (as described below), or any portion 
thereof, to be bound by the terms, conditions and restrictions of this preservation covenant. 
Unless otherwise noted, this covenant utilizes the definitions in 36 CFR part 800 (2004), and 
particularly 36 CFR §800.16 (2004). 1

1. Historic Property Description. Grantee covenants, acknowledges, and agrees to
preserve the Historic Property and setting in accordance with the terms and conditions of 
this covenant. The “Historic Property” consists of that portion of the Property depicted in 
Attachment 2] attached hereto and any improvements thereon, including without 
limitation Building 1 and its two associated flagpoles. The Historic Property and its
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setting are described in detail in the Historic Resources Eligibility Survey (“HRES”) 
prepared by KEA Environmental and JRP Historical Consulting, 1997. A copy of the 
HRES is attached to the Memorandum of Agreement By and Among the United States of 
America, Acting By and Through the General Services Administration, the California 
State Historic Preservation Office and the City of Los Angeles Regarding the Conveyance 
and Presentation of Building One and its Associated Flagpoles Located within the Naval 
and Marine Corps Resene Center (“MOA”), dated 21st day of May 
and filed with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (“ACHP”). It noted, among 
other items, the following facts:

, 3044 2015,

a. The Historic Property is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places
.(‘■NRHR”) based on its significance on a local level to the City of Los Angeles under 
NRHP Criterion A within the context of military history, and under Criterion C for 
its architecture. Under Criterion A, Building 1 is significant as a key reserve training 
facility in Los Angeles during World War II and because it appears to be one of the 
earliest permanent Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Centers to be built in the United 
States. Architecturally, Building 1 is significant in three aspects: as an important 
example of the work of Stiles O. Clements, a master designer; as a distinguished 
example of “Starved Classicism,” favored for Federal construction during the 1930s, 
and as a spectacular example of a clear-span building using the patented Lamella 
roof, a barrel vault built around wooden trusses.

b. Building 1 is the Training Building, a large and complex structure with a footprint of 
about 300’ x 225’ and a usable area of 133,484 sq. feet. The Training Building, built 
into the hillside, is comprised of two separate structures, a three-story office wing at 
the front and a tall drill deck at the rear. The building as a whole has thick 
reinforced concrete walls. The drill deck has a resilient floating wood floor and 50 
foot tall barrel vaulted roof. There are two flagpoles, centered on entries at the front 
and back of Building 1, which were erected in 1940 along with Building 1, and are 
part of the Historic Property. All other structures on the Property were determined 
non-contributing elements either in the HRES or in subsequent federal agency 
consultation.

c. Building 1, constructed in 1940
architect, formerly with the partnership of Morgan, Walls, and Clements, who had 
recently formed his own firm. The building is designed in an architectural style 
unique to federal architecture during the 1930s, variously called “Stripped 
Classicism,” “Starved Classicism,” or “WPA Moderne.” The style represents an 
attempt to retain identifiable neo-classical elements, long associated with federal 
construction, while introducing the sleek and smooth surfaces characteristic of Art 
Deco and Streamlined Moderne, the “modem” architecture of the time

<r-\\ ^"^0
d. Character defining features (“Character Defining Elements” or “CDE(s)”) of the 

Historic Property include:1'Grand central staircase to entry plaza with integral 
concrete planter boxes; three-part stacked steel awning-type sash windows; recessed

, was designed by Stiles O. Clements, a Los Angeles
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cast stone features in the form of a bundled rod “fasces” motif; cut-stone concrete 
surfacing; central, three-door entry, framed by four large fluted pilasters; three 
figurative panels in cast concrete; a Marine Corps panel; an American flag panel; 
and a Navy panel; tall concrete “radio” tower with hipped roof; cornice with 
concrete dentil course with wide frieze below and the name “Naval and Marine 
Corps Reserve Center” spelled out in tall brass letters on the frieze. Interior features 
include: large interior drill deck with its “Lamella” truss roof and “floating floor;” 
training elements consisting of 40 mm gun, five-inch gun, torpedo sight, and 
simulated ship’s bridge; basement swimming pool and rifle range; curving lobby 
walls; and brass lighting standards. Other features of the Historic Property include 
two original metal flagpoles.

^\3—-v a ,
e. Most changes to the Historic Property occurred following a fire and subsequent 

restoration in the 1980’s. The restoration work was designed by Clements & 
Clements of Los Angeles, son and grandsons of the original architect.

2. Alterations or LTse Changes. Grantee hereby covenants and agrees to comply with the 
following terms and conditions regarding any alterations to the Historic Property.

Standards: Grantee covenants and agrees to perform alterations to the Historic 
Property in compliance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation (“Secretary’s Standards”) and prevailing applicable codes including 
the California Historical Building Code, California Code of Regulations (“C.C.R.”) 
Title 24, Part 8 (“CHBC”).

a.

Historic Structure Report: Grantee covenants ana 
Structure Report (“HSR”), as described in the National Park Service Preservation 
Brief 43 - The Preparation and Use of Historic Structure Reports (attached hereto as 
Attachment 3 if a substantial alteration or change of use is proposed for the Historic 
Property. Grantee shall provide the California State Historic Preservation Office 
(“SHPO”) and the City of Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission 
(“Commission”) with HSR prior to such alteration or change of use occurring.
SHPO and Commission shall have fifteen (15) calendar days of receipt of HSR to 
respond. The HSR will specify what aspects of the Historic Property are considered 
historic and fall under the authority of this covenant.

# b. agrees to prepare a Historic

Plan Review: Grantee covenants and agrees to submit to Commission, for review 
and approval, all plans and applications for alteration of the Historic Property as 
required by Paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 of this covenant. Commission will review 
the plans in accordance with Los Angeles Municipal Code, Article 1, Sec. 22.171.14, 
(attached hereto as Attachment 4). the Secretary’s Standards, and prevailing 
applicable codes including the CHBC.

c.

Prohibition of Alterations to the Historic Property: Grantee covenants and agrees to 
not perform any alteration (e g. removal of significant and original historic materials, 
addition of material which may affect historic materials, or new construction), or

d.
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permit any inaction that would materially affect the Historic Property without the 
prior written approval of Commission, in accordance with Paragraph 2c hereof. 
Written approval of the Commission shall be required prior to installing any signage, 
undertaking any work which requires a permit, or altering paint colors on original 
materials or within CDEs of the Historic Property. If the Commission’s approval is 
not provided, such activities may not occur.

3. Ground Disturbing Activities. Grantee covenants and agrees to not perform material 
disturbance of any ground surface not already excavated as part of previous construction 
of the existing facility without first having a qualified archaeologist obtain a site records 
check from the California Historical Resources Information System (“CHRIS”), which 
includes the statewide Historical Resources Inventory database and the records 
maintained and managed, under contract, by eleven (11) independent regional 
Information Centers, and perform a sensitivity analysis. The sensitivity analysis shall be 
provided to SHPO prior to performing any the ground disturbance.

4. Professional Qualifications Standards. Grantee hereby covenants and agrees that all 
historical, archaeological, architectural history, architectural, and historic architectural 
work carried out pursuant to this covenant shall be conducted by or under the direct 
supervision of an individual or individuals who meets, at a minimum, the applicable 
Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards for conducting the 
appropriate work (48 FR 44738-9, September 29, 1983).

5. Maintenance Program. Grantee hereby covenants and agrees that:

a. Grantee shall preserve and maintain the Historic Property in a manner that preserves 
and maintains its attributes that contribute to the eligibility of the Historic Property 
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. Grantee agrees at all times 
to maintain the Historic Property in good repair and in a clean and safe condition and 
in a manner that will not exacerbate the normal aging of the Historic Property or 
accelerate its deterioration, all in accordance with the recommended approaches set 
forth in the Secretary’s Standards and as described in the HSR.

b. Commencing upon the effective date of this covenant, Grantee shall promptly take 
commercially reasonable actions to secure the Historic Property from the elements, 
vandalism and arson, and shall carefully undertake any stabilization that is necessary 
to prevent deterioration, using the Secretary’s Standards.

c. Grantee covenants and agrees to make every effort to maintain reasonable public 
access to the Historic Property, while providing appropriate security for Property 
tenants. Should major changes in Historic Property use become necessary, Grantee 
will consider those alternatives that continue to meet the public access and 
stewardship goals of this covenant as well as invite and consider comments from the 
Commission on those alternatives. Grantee further covenants and agrees to give first 
preference to those uses that meet the public access and stewardship goals of this 
covenant

Page 5 of 13



Naval & Marine Corps Reserve Center
1700 Stadium Way, Los Angeles, CA 90012

GSA Control No. 9-N-CA-1523
Final

d. Grantee shall conduct seismic analyses of the Historic Property, if necessary, prior to 
any ground disturbing activity that may affect the structural integrity of the Historic 
Property, and as warranted thereafter. Grantee shall take into consideration the 
results of seismic analyses, so that the structural integrity of the Historic Property is 
not adversely affected by such activities, and shall provide the results of seismic 
analyses to the Commission prior to said activity.

6. Casualty Damage to the Property. Grantee hereby covenants and agrees that:

a. Immediate rescue and salvage operations are not subject to this Paragraph, but rather 
are subject to Paragraph 7.d below. Subject to Paragraph 6.b below, if there is 
damage to the Historic Property resulting from casualty loss, Grantee shall repair or 
restore, as appropriate, the Historic Property in compliance with the Secretary’s 
Standards unless it is not feasible to do so because of commercial or physical 
infeasibility, legal requirements or other circumstances. If it is not feasible because 
of commercial or physical infeasibility, legal requirements or other circumstances to 
repair or restore the Historic Property in compliance with the Secretary’s Standards, 
Grantee shall consult with the Commission on other redevelopment alternatives and 
modifications of the Historic Property, which must adhere to the Secretary’s 
Standards. All cost and expense of the design and construction of any such 
redevelopment alternative or modifications shall be borne by Grantee.

b. In the event of damage to the Historic Property, whether covered by Paragraph 6. a 
above or by any other provision of this covenant, Grantee shall, in addition to all 
other obligations of this covenant, promptly take all steps necessary to render any 
undamaged portions or remains of the Historic Property in a reasonably safe 
condition and promptly take all commercially reasonable efforts to render same in a 
secure and watertight condition and to minimize additional damage to the Historic 
Property.

7. Discoveries, Unanticipated Adverse Effects Situations, and Emergencies. Grantee 
hereby covenants and agrees that:

In accordance with 14 C.C.R. § 15064.5(f), Grantee will provide for the protection, 
evaluation and treatment of any additional historic property discovered prior to or 
during future construction on the Historic Property. Should a discovery occur, 
Grantee will notify the Commission and the SHPO within two (2) business days (not 
including a federal or state holiday) to develop and implement an appropriate 
treatment plan prior to resuming construction operations in the vicinity of the 
discovery.

a.

b. All materials and records resulting from the data recovery shall be curated by an 
institution or organization selected by Grantee in consultation with the Commission. 
Any reports generated shall be prepared according to the U.S. Department of the 
Interior's Format Standards for Final Reports of Data Recovery Programs (42 FR 
537-79) and shall be provided to the institution or organization and to SHPO.
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If unanticipated adverse effects occur to the Historic Property, Grantee shall notify 
the Commission and the SHPO of the unanticipated adverse effect within two (2) 
business days (not including a federal or state holiday) of learning of such 
unanticipated adverse effect, and for any efforts in response to these unanticipated 
adverse effects, Grantee shall comply with relevant Stipulations of this covenant.

c.

Grantee shall ensure that any immediate rescue and salvage operations it undertakes 
on the Historic Property are reviewed in accordance with Los Angeles Municipal 
Code, Article 1, Sec. 22.171.14.

d.

8. Inspection. Grantee hereby covenants and agrees that the Commission, SHPO, or 
Grantor may, subject to reasonable prior notice in writing to Grantee, periodically 
perform reasonable visits to the Historic Property to ascertain whether Grantee is 
complying with the conditions of this covenant. The Commission, SHPO, or Grantor and 
Grantee shall cooperate in scheduling such visits.

9. Dispute Resolution. Grantee hereby covenants and agrees that if a dispute arises out of 
or relates to this covenant, or the breach thereof, and the dispute cannot be settled through 
negotiation, Grantee or any other party seeking to enforce the protections afforded by this 
covenant hereby agree first to attempt in good faith to settle the dispute by mediation, 
before resorting to litigation. Grantee’s responsibilities to carry out all other actions 
subject to the terms of this covenant that are not the subject of the dispute remain 
unchanged.

10. Communications. Grantee hereby covenants and agrees that any notice or other
communication required or permitted to be given under this covenant shall be sufficiently 
given or delivered if provided in writing and transmitted by personal messenger, certified 
mail, return receipt requested, or overnight delivery service with receipt confirmation, 
and addressed as follows:

In the case of a notice or communication to GSA:

U.S. General Services Administration 
50 United Nations Plaza 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4912 
Attn: Regional Historic Preservation Officer (9PH) 
With courtesy copy to:

U.S. General Services Administration 
50 United Nations Plaza 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4912 
Attn: Regional Counsel (9L)

a.

b.

U.S. General Services Administration
1800 F Street, NW
Washington, DC 20405
Attn: Federal Preservation Officer (PCAB)

In the case of a notice or communication to the SHPO:c.

State of California
State Historic Preservation Officer
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Office of Historic Preservation 
1725 23rd Street, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95816

In the case of a notice or communication to the Commission:

Office of Historic Resources, Department of City Planning
200 North Spring Street, Room 620
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Attn: Cultural Heritage Commissioners

d.

In the case of a notice or communication to the City of Los Angeles, CA:

City of Los Angeles 
Office of the City Attorney 
Real Property/Environment Division 
700 City Hall East 
200 North Main Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

e.

City of Los Angeles 
Department of General Services 
Asset Management Division 
Suite 201, City Hall South 
111 East First Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

f. With courtesy copy to:

Los Angeles Fire Department 
Training and Support Bureau 
Fire Facilities Commander 
1700 Stadium Way,
Los Angeles, CA 90012

or to such other address as any party from time to time shall designate by written notice 
to the others.

II. FEDERAL AND CITY ACTIONS

A. Historic Covenant. GSA shall record the Historic Covenant, referenced in Stipulation I 
above, as part of the conveyance documents in the permanent real estate records of Los 
Angeles County, California, as described herein. Upon notice of the recordation of the deed 
containing the Historic Covenant in Los Angeles County, CA, as described herein, and of the 
Property’s transfer from GSA to Grantee, GSA will send the SHPO and the Commission an 
official copy of the transfer document (e g. complete copy of recorded deed) and any other 
documents deemed necessary by GSA.

B. Historic Structure Report. City shall cause a two-phase HSR for the Historic Property 
to be prepared. .Phase One of the HSR will consist of a Physical Description and Evaluation 
£f Significance (“HSR Phase One”), as described in the National Park Service Preservation 
Brief 43 - The Preparation and Use of Historic Structure Reports (Attachment 3 hereto), 
identifying significant historic spaces and features and will be prepared no later than 120 
days after date MOA takes effect. Phase Two of the HSR shall be prepared in accordance

''hr
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with Stipulation I.2.b above, if a substantial alteration or change in use is proposed for the 
Historic Property. City shall provide SHPO with HSR Phase One upon completion. SHPO 
shall have fifteen (15) calendar days of receipt of the HSR Phase One to respond.

>. C. Designation of Historic Property as Local Historic Resource. By no later than 120 
days after the date the MOA takes effect, City will submit an application for initial 
consideration to the Commission for designation of the Historic Property as a Historic- 
Cultural Monument in accordance with Los Angeles Municipal Code, Article 1, Sec.
22.171.10 (Attachment 4 hereto). City shall provide SHPO with a courtesy copy of the 
Historic-Cultural Monument nomination.

D. Professional Qualifications Standards. Prior to conveyance, GSA shall ensure that all 
historical, archaeological, architectural history, architectural, and historic architectural work 
carried out pursuant to this MOA shall be conducted by or under the direct supervision of an 
individual or individuals who meets, at a minimum, the applicable Secretary of the Interior’s 
Professional Qualifications Standards for conducting the appropriate work (48 FR 44738-9, 
September 29, 1983), as it may be amended.

E. Maintenance Program. Prior to conveyance, City shall preserve and maintain the 
Historic Property in a manner that preserves and maintains its attributes that contribute to the 
eligibility of the Historic Property for inclusion in the NRHP. The City shall maintain the 
Property in good repair and in a clean and safe condition and in a manner that will not 
exacerbate the normal aging of the Historic Property or accelerate its deterioration, all in 
accordance with the recommended approaches set forth in the Secretary’s Standards and as 
described in the HSR.

F. Inspection. Subject to reasonable prior notice in writing to City, the Parties may 
periodically perform reasonable visits to the Historic Property.

G. Communications. Any notice or other communication required or permitted to be given 
under this MOA shall be sufficiently given or delivered if provided in writing and transmitted 
by personal messenger, certified mail, return receipt requested, or overnight delivery service 
with receipt confirmation, and addressed as follows:

In the case of a notice or communication to GSA:

U.S. General Services Administration 
50 United Nations Plaza 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4912 
Attn: Regional Historic Preservation Officer (9PH)

With courtesy copy to:

U.S. General Services Administration 
50 United Nations Plaza 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4912 
Attn: Regional Counsel (9L)

2.

U.S. General Services Administration
1800 F Street, NW
Washington, DC 20405
Attn: Federal Preservation Officer (PCAB)
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3. In the case of a notice or communication to the SHPO:

State of California 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Office of Historic Preservation 
1725 23rd St, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95816

4. In the case of a notice or communication to ACHP:

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
The Old Post Office Building 
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20004-2501 
Attn: Executive Director

5. In the case of a notice or communication to the Commission:

Office of Historic Resources, Department of City Planning
200 North Spring Street, Room 620
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Attn: Cultural Heritage Commissioners

6. In the case of a notice or communication to the City of Los Angeles, California:

City of Los Angeles 
Office of the City Attorney 
Real Property/Environment Division 
700 City Hall East 
200 North Main Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

City of Los Angeles 
Department of General Services 
Asset Management Division 
Suite 201, City Hall South 
111 East First Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

7. With courtesy copy to:

Los Angeles Fire Department 
Training and Support Bureau 
Fire Facilities Commander 
1700 Stadium Way,
Los Angeles, CA 90012

or to such other address as any party from time to time shall designate by written notice to 
the others.

H. Dispute Resolution. If, prior to conveyance, any Signatory or Invited Signatory objects 
to any actions proposed, or the manner in which the terms of this MOA are implemented, 
over the duration of this MOA, GSA shall consult with them to resolve the objection. If 
GSA determines that such objection cannot be resolved, GSA shall:

I. Forward all documentation relevant to the dispute, including GSA’s proposed resolution, 
to ACHP. ACHP shall provide GSA with its advice on the resolution of the objection 
within thirty (30) calendar days of receiving adequate documentation. Prior to reaching a
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final decision on the dispute, GSA shall prepare a written response that takes into account 
any timely advice or comments regarding the dispute from the ACHP, the Signatories, 
the Invited Signatories, and the Consulting Parties, and provide them with a copy of this 
written response. GSA will then proceed according to its final decision.

If ACHP does not provide its advice regarding the dispute within the thirty (30) day time 
period, GSA may make a final decision on the dispute and proceed accordingly. Prior to 
reaching such a final decision, GSA shall prepare a written response that takes into 
account any timely comments regarding the dispute from the Signatories, Invited 
Signatories, and Consulting Parties to the MOA, and provide them and the ACHP with a 
copy of such written response. GSA’s responsibilities to carry out all other actions 
subject to the terms of this MOA that are not the subject of the dispute remain 
unchanged.

2.

I. Duration. This MOA will expire on the date that the terms and conditions of the MOA 
are either complete or recorded in the deed of transfer of the Property. This MOA shall 
expire if its terms are not carried out within two (2) years from the date of its execution. 
Prior to such time, GSA may consult with the other Signatories and Invited Signatories to 
reconsider the terms of the MOA and amend it in accordance with Stipulation J. below.

J. Amendments. This MOA may be amended when such an amendment is agreed to in 
writing by all Signatories and Invited Signatories that signed this MOA. The amendment 
will be effective on the date a copy signed by all of the Signatories and those Invited 
Signatories that signed this MOA, and the amendment, is filed with ACHP.

K. Termination. If any Signatory or Invited Signatory that signed this MOA determines 
that the MOA’s terms will not or cannot be carried out, that party shall immediately consult 
with the other Signatories, and the Invited Signatories that have signed the MOA, to attempt 
to develop an amendment per Stipulation I., above. If within thirty (30) calendar days (or 
another time period agreed to by all Signatories and Invited Signatories that signed the 
MOA) an amendment cannot be reached, any Signatory or Invited Signatory that signed the 
MOA may terminate the MOA, upon written notification to the others.

Once this MOA is terminated, and prior to work continuing on the Undertaking, GSA must 
either (a) execute a subsequent MOA pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.6; or (b) request, take into 
account, and respond to the comments of the ACHP under 36 CFR § 800.7. GSA shall notify 
the Signatories, Invited Signatories, and Consulting Party of the course of action it will 
pursue.

L. Effective Date. This MOA shall become effective immediately upon signature of all 
Signatories, and a copy filed with ACHP. GSA shall provide all Signatories, the Invited 
Signatories, and the Consulting Parties with a complete copy of this MOA, including original 
signature pages, within fourteen (14) days of execution.

EXECUTION of the MOA and implementation of its terms evidences that GSA has afforded
ACHP a reasonable opportunity to comment on the Undertaking and its effects on historic
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properties and that GSA has taken into account the effects of the Undertaking on the Historic 
Property which is the subject of this MOA.

SIGNATURES APPEAR ON FOLLOWING PAGE
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This investigation details the findings of a Phase I Archeological Resources inventory and a Phase II 
Historic Eligibility survey of the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center, Los Angeles, California. 
The parcel is located in Chavez Ravine, facing Stadium Way. This parcel abuts Dodger Stadium 
property on its east border. The intent of the survey was to determine the presence of any cultural 
resources that may be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). This report was 
prepared for the U.S. Department of the Navy, Southwest Division, Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command, under Contract Number N68711-96-Q-2225. Work was conducted in accordance with 
the National Historic Preservation Act.

The Reserve Center includes a major armory building as well as three smaller buildings, all situated 
in a parcel of about 12 acres. Hie central focus of the Reserve Center is the Training Building 
(Building 1). This structure was determined eligible for the NRHP. The Reserve Center equipment 
repair shop (Building 2), and two flagpoles (Structures 15 and 16) also contribute to the significance 
of this property, as they were built during the period of significance and are consistent with the 
historical use and design of the main building. Other structures — Buildings 8 and 9 — were built 
after the period of significance and are not considered contributing elements.

No archeological resources were identified during the present study. As the Naval and Marine Corps 
Reserve Center is located in a highly urban area, the lack of archeological deposits is not surprising. 
Vegetation around the Reserve Center is ornamental, and frequently replaced. In addition to the 
structures noted above, several additional cultural features such as parking areas and concrete pads 
were noted. However, these elements have been significantly altered, or are longer in service, and 
are not considered historic resources. As such, they were not recorded.

This report makes the following recommendations:

The Navy should consult with the State Historic Preservation Officer on the eligibility 
determination of Buildings 1 and 2, and the two flagpoles.

1)

The Navy should avoid or mitigate adverse effects on these eligible resources.2)

3) The Navy should follow Section 110 requirenments for protecting resources eligible 
for the NRHP.

96-52 rcs-survfnl 03/11/97 in
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INTRODUCTION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

These investigations were conducted as part of a Phase I archeological resources eligibility survey 
and a Phase II architectural resources inventory of the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center in 
Los Angeles County (Figure 1). The Reserve Center is located near downtown Los Angeles, in 
Chavez Ravine. Dodger Stadium property abuts the east boundary of the Reserve Center (Figure 2). 
A Phase I Intensive Survey was carried out in order to determine if archeological resources that may 
be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) were present. A Phase II Historic 
Resources Eligibility Survey recorded four buildings (Building^lJ)2, 8, and 9) andcfwo flagpoles^ 
(Structures 15 and 16). Buildinj(sJ,)2 and Structures 15, 16 were evaluated as eligible for the 
NRHP. This study was prepared for the U.S. Department of the Navy, Southwest Division, Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command (SOUTHWESTDIV), under Contract Number N68711-96-Q-2225. 
Work was conducted in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). The 
NRHP Registration Form for the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center (JRP Historical Consulting 
Services 1996) is bound under separate cover.

Naval installations are required by NHPA, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and the 
Archaeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA) to protect National Register resources under their 
control. As summarized by (Greenhome & OTVlara, Inc. 1990), in order to comply with the 
requirements of these laws, the following are required: 1) an inventory of all potentially significant 
resources under the activity's control, 2) an evaluation of these resources for eligibility for the NRHP, 
and 3) avoidance or mitigation of adverse effects on eligible resources. The first step in this process 
is to provide an archeological and architectural inventory of cultural resources. Results of these 
surveys are detailed below. The results are then summarized, followed by management 
recommendations.

Appendix A contains the results of a records search requested from the South Central Coastal Center, 
UCLA Institute of Archaeology. The Native American contact program is documented in Appendix
B. Appendix C provides ate records prepared using California Department of Parks and Recreation 
format (DPR 523 forms). Data entered into the Cultural Resource Information System (CRIS) is 
listed in Appendix D.

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center is located in Chavez Ravine, abutting Dodger Stadium 
property, near downtown Los Angeles (Figure 2). The complex consists one large structure (Building 
1), three smaller subsidiary buildings, and parking areas (Figure 3). Few open areas near the Reserve 
Center are left unpaved. The main function of the Reserve Center was to train soldiers. Its buildings 
and overall layout reflect this function. Building 1 housed large galleys, a rifle range, indoor 
swimming pool, training classrooms, and limited living quarters for important visitors (Lively 
1987:246). Exterior spaces encompassed large paved areas useful for military drilling practice, as 
well as a ballfield for recreation.

196-52/nes-surv.fnl 03/11/97
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The climate of the region is semi-arid, although the climate of the Reserve Center is somewhat 
influenced by ocean conditions. Close proximity to water moderates the temperature extremes 
experienced in more inland parts of Orange County. The average annual temperature is in the low 
60s, with rainfall generally occurring between November and April. Winter storms produce the 
harshest weather, sometimes accompanied by high winds and rough seas. Summers are often 
completely dry.

Vegetation at the Naval and Marine Reserve facility is introduced and largely ornamental. Of 
particular note is a large fig tree near the southeastern border of the Reserve Center property that may 
predate the facility. Small animal life exists at the base that is typical to semi-urban areas, such as 
ground squirrels and other rodents. The area also contains a number of birds and insects common 
to the area.

STUDY TEAM

KEA conducted research for this project according to professional and legal standards. The study 
team consisted of professionally trained archeologists and an historian. KEA subcontracted with JRP 
Historical Consulting for the services of Stephen D. Mikesell, a highly qualified architectural 
historian. The following were key participants in this research:

Position 
Principal 
Project Manager 
Historical Archaeologist 
Architectural Historian

Person
James EL Cleland, Ph.D. 
Rebecca Allen, Ph.D. 
Christy C.V. Dolan, M.A. 
Stephen D. Mikesell, M.A.
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PREHISTORY AND HISTORY OF THE INSTALLATION

The following details prehistoric, ethnographic, and historic uses of lands that now make up the Naval 
and Marine Coips and Reserve Center lands. It only briefly summarizes prehistoric and ethnographic 
uses, as no archeological remnants of this period of land use were located during the current project. 
The historic period has been dominated by agricultural and military uses of the land. Particular 
attention is paid to the history of the Reserve Center itself) since its inception in 1938.

PREHISTORY

Archeologists generally assume that humans were present in California beginning as early as 10,000 
to 11,000 years ago, although some evidence points to an earlier occupation (Heizer 1978:3-4).In 
order to discuss in general terms this early occupation throughout the state of California, Wallace 
(1978) devised a chronology from 9,000 to 2,000 B.C. that divided native culture into three periods, 
based on differences in primary subsistence activities. Others (notably Chartkoff and Chartkoff 1984; 
Morratto 1984) have designed similar chronologies, although scholars have designated periods with 
alternate names (see Table 1).

Table 1. Prehistoric Cultural Chronology
(Based on Wallace 1955 and 1978 and Chartkoff and Chartkoff 1984)

Primary Subsistence Strategy Range of DatesPeriod

Period I (also called Paleoindian)

Period II (also called Early-Middle Archaic)

Period III (also called Late Archaic - in 
Orange County the Milling Stone Period)

Intermediate Cultures (also called the 
Pacific Period)

Late Horizon (also called Late Prehistoric)

Hunting 

Food Collecting

Prior to 6,000 B.C.

6,000 to 3,000 B.C.

Diversified Subsistence 3,000 to 2,000 B.C.

Various, depending on region 2,000 B.C. to 500 A.D.

Various, depending on region 500 to circa 1800 A.D.

Native Americans in Period I or the Paleoindian period obtained most of their food from hunting 
activities, killing large and small game, as well as birds. Projectile points and other chipped stone 
implements dominate the artifact assemblages associated with this period, along with faunal refuse 
such as bone and shell. Archeological sites generally reflect hunting camps, kill sites, and some 
occupational areas.

The hallmark of Period II is the change in diet from hunting to the collection of vegetal foods such 
as seeds. Prolonged drought has been advocated as a reason for the change in subsistence activities. 
Vegetal food grinding implements, including hand stones and milling stones, dominate artifact 
assemblages from Period n. Chipped stone technology continued, but decreased in importance. 
Occupational sites associated with this period tend to increase in size and stability, and consequently
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have deeper and more diverse debris. Archeological sites from this period are especially common in 
southern California. According to Wallace’s (1978:30) scheme, after about 3,000 B.C., more 
regional cultures developed that more intensively exploited all resources within a particular area. 
Collection of vegetal foods continued to be of major importance, although hunting and fishing 
activities increased.

Artifact assemblages from Period III are similar to those of the previous period, although the 
introduction of the mortar and pestle is a hallmark of the later period. Chipped stone implements also 
increased in variety, as do bone and shell artifacts. Overall trends during this period include increased 
exploitation of a variety of food resources, with the emphasis on hunting, fishing, or vegetal collecting 
dependent upon the particular region Native Americans inhabited.

In the southern California coast, Wallace (1955) described the Native American cultures as belonging 
to what he called the Intermediate cultures, lasting from 2,000 B.C. to 500 A.D., although Elsasser 
(1978:55) states that these dates do not have rigid boundaries. Elsasser (1978:55) further subdivides 
the southern California coast into four regions: the Santa Barbara mainland, the Channel Islands, Los 
Angeles (Santa Monica Mountains), and San Diego. He characterizes the artifact assemblage from 
this period as being dominated by basket hopper mortars (for the processing of vegetal foods), bowl 
mortars, pestles, broad leaf-shaped stone blades, and side-notched, leaf-shaped, and stemmed project 
points. Population size grows during this period, and some villages are permanently occupied. Trade 
and the development of trade routes gains in importance during this period.

The period following the Intermediate cultures is referred to as the Late Horizon (500 A.D. to circa 
1800 A.D.), or the Late Prehistoric. This period is characterized by an increased reliance upon 
hunting, and a corresponding increase of the use of the bow and arrow and variations in chipped stone 
technology. The increase in food exploitation was complemented by an increase in population and 
village size. Other hallmarks are an increase in the variety personal adornment items made of shell and 
steatite, and more elaborate mortuary rituals and grave goods (Elsasser 1978:56). An increase in the 
importance of trade is also noted as a hallmark of the late prehistoric period.

ETHNOGRAPHIC PERIOD

Many of our inferences of Native American culture prior to contact with European groups comes 
from anthropological studies of the native groups. These studies relied on oral historical traditions, 
observations of remaining native material culture, and clues provided by information recovered from 
archeological sites.

Lands presently occupied by the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center were once primarily used 
by Native American groups today known as the Gabrielinoo, Chumash, and Tataviam (Native 
American Heritage Commission, see Appendix C). These groups were described by the Spanish who 
later missionized the area, and designated after the Native American villages after the missions closest 
to them, primarily Mission San GabrieL Other local Los Angeles County Native Americans also went 
to nearby Mission San Fernando. One source (Lively 1987:241) states that land on or near where the 
Reserve Center was built served as an Indian village and burial ground, although this has not been 
verified archeologically.
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Descendants of these Native American groups exist today, and many are actively concerned with 
heritage preservation. Part of the present inventory process was to identify individuals from these 
three groups that may be interested in the area (see section on Native American Contact Program 
below, and Appendix C). Although the Native American Heritage Commission did not identify any 
Sacred Lands within the current project area, many Native Americans are still interested in the 
archeological inventory process.

HISTORY

Overview

Chavez Ravine was named after Julian Chavez (1810-1879) who, according to Lively (1987:241) 
lived in the Ravine after 1844. Chavez was a farmer, prominent in local politics, and during his 
lifetime served as assistant mayor, judge, councilman, and county supervisor. In the the late 1800s, 
Chavez Ravine was also home to the Jose Sepulveda family. Before this, the land had only been used 
for temporary campsites during the Hispanic period in California (1769-1848). Neither Chavez or 
Sepulvada settled on the Reserve Center site, although they may have used it for pasture land.

The Reserve Center site has been owned by the City of Los Angeles since the years of the Civil War. 
The land was first used as a Jewish cemetery, established there in 1854. That facility was closed in 
1910 and the remains moved to the mid-Wilshire area of the city. In 1862, the City of Los Angeles 
established a smallpox penthouse in Chavez Ravine, at the location of the current Naval and Marine 
Corps Reserve Center. The city set aside portions of Elysian Park as early as the 1880s, and 
expanded the park to include a pistol range and Police Academy (Lively 1987:241-243).Use of the 
area continued as park lands into the 20th century, until the lands were designated for the Naval and 
Marine Corps Reserve Center. No physical evidence of these earlier historic uses has been located 
on Reserve Center grounds.

Military History of the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center was designed and approved in 1938. It was completed 
in 1940. Although always a Navy-owned building, the structure did not come into being through the 
typical construction practices of the Navy — with design and construction administered by the Bureau 
of Yards and Docks. Rather, the building was constructed through the cooperation of the Navy, the 
Marine Corps, the City and County of Los Angeles, the Works Projects Administration (WPA), and 
through the design work of Stiles O. Clements. The Reserve Center had it origins in two programs: 
the development of a Naval Reserve system in the years just before World War I, and major 
reorganization during the 1920s; and the establishment of the Works Progress Administration (later 
the Works Projects Administration) during the New DeaL The need for the building arose from the 
growth of the Naval Reserve program in Southern California. The opportunity to finance the building 
came about through funding associated with the WPA program.

The Reserve Center is essentially an armory -- a training center for reserve military units. A long 
tradition of armory construction exists in the United States, attributable to the legacies of militias, or 
state-run National Guard units. Until the mid-20th century, the vast majority of these armories were 
built by the states for the National Guard, in an era in which the National Guard retained only loose
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ties with the regular Army (Fogelson 1989). Dozens of armory buildings exist in California, most of 
them owned by the Military Department of the State of California, which administers state 
participation in the Army National Guard. A major state-owned armory, for example, still exists in 
Exposition Park of Los Angeles. If was built in 1914 and was used by the Guard untfl the 1960s.

Beginning with the Dick Act of 1903, the National Guard units of the various states were gradually 
integrated into the operation of the regular Army. The Dick Act and National Defense Acts of 1916 
and 1920 established a separat6 Reserve force, apart from the state National Guard units, and helped 
to bring the state-operated National Guard training and command more in line with the regular Army 
(Wilson 1985). In time, the National Guard armories of these units became training centers for units 
of the U.S. Army, although armories have also retained their traditional function as community 
centers, particularly in smaller communities with relatively few civic centers. The greatest period for 
armory construction was at the turn of the century, although a substantial number of armories were 
buflt during the 1930s. The WPA or the Public Works Administration (PWA) funded most of these 
structures.

The Navy Reserve and Marine Corps Reserve systems developed long after the National Guard 
system had been established. Created in 1916, the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve programs were 
Federal programs from the outset, i.e. were not administered, directly or indirectly, by state military 
departments. The designations, Naval Reserve and Marine Corps Reserve, were first established in 
the Navy Appropriations Act of 1916, although the distinction between reserve and volunteer 
servicemen was slight during World War I. After the war, both branches began to develop more 
explicit arrangements for organizing and training reserve units (Boykin et al. 1986, Millett 1980, 
Wilson 1985).

A Naval Reserve Center was established in Los Angeles during the 1920s. Until construction of the 
buildings currently under study, however, the Naval Reserves trained in rented space in a converted 
garage at 1965 South Los Angeles Street. The Navy described the parcel as the highest-rent armory 
space anywhere in the United States, and expressed an interest in moving elsewhere. In June, 1928, 
the commander of the Naval Reserve units in Los Angeles, spoke at a meeting of Los Angeles civic 
leaders, including the mayor, several council members, county supervisors, and the president of the 
chamber of commerce. He warned that Long Beach had proposed donating land for a permanent 
reserve armory for the Los Angeles area reserve units and that Congress and the Navy were 
considering the offer. He warned: ‘Taking advantage of this situation, Long Beach is now offering 
to house and take over the entire reserve activities in this district. Is Los Angeles going to let them 
do it?” (Los Angeles Times 6-24-28). According to newspaper account, in 1928 about 1700 enlisted 
men and 400 officers were enlisted in the Los Angeles Naval Reserve.

Until the 1940s, the U.S. Navy had a very small presence in the Los Angeles area. Indeed, the city 
leaders in Los Angeles lobbied vigorously throughout the 20th century to capture some part of the 
Navy budget in California, and focused chiefly on facilities in Vallejo in Northern California and San 
Diego in Southern California (Lotchin 1992). Los Angeles officials were wary of all competing cities 
but particularly Long Beach, which had already by 1928 lured away the air reserve units from Los 
Angeles (Los Angeles Times 6-24-28).
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It was this fear of losing the Navy Reserve training facility to rival Long Beach, or some other 
California city, that motivated Los Angeles officials to pursue construction of a Navy Reserve 
armory, even though the building would likely never be owned by the city. The opportunity to rectify 
the problem emerged during the mid-1930s, with the development of major public works construction 
programs by the Federal government, as part of the general New Deal counter-cyclical spending 
strategy.

Although there were many Federal job-creating programs during the New Deal, the best-funded and 
best-known programs were the PWA and the WPA. The two programs were fundamentally similar 
and funded many of the same types of projects. The PWA was created in 1933, as part of the “First 
Hundred Days” flurry of new programs developed by the incoming administration of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. Under the cautious leadership of Secretary of the Interior, Harold Ickes, 
however, the PWA was slow to fond major public works construction projects. It was partly in 
response to the slow activities of the PWA that Congress in 1935 created the WPA, funding it at 
nearly $5 billion -- the largest single appropriation in the history of the United States to that point. 
Under the much more free-wheeling leadership of Harry Hopkins, the WPA would quickly emerge 
as the leading program for public works construction in the United States (Leuchtenberg 1963).

The various states sought to earmark funding in both the WPA and PWA for National Guard armory 
construction. Although unsuccessful in setting aside funds for this purpose, guard spokesmen were 
able to convince both the WPA and PWA to include armory construction as permissible activities 
under both programs (Fogelson 1989). This policy decision made vast sums of Federal public works 
dollars available to the City of Los Angeles in its quest to build a facility to keep the Navy reserve 
training center in the city.

Even before authorization of the WPA, however, the Navy had independently sought to develop a 
major training center in California, to support both a growing reserve program and a generally 
expanding Navy presence in California. Consistent with its practices in the 1920s and 1930s, the 
Navy had solicited proposals from various communities that might be interested in sponsoring 
construction of a reserve center, through donation of land, construction costs, or other inducements. 
The City of Los Angeles proposed creation of the Reserve Center on or near City-owned land in 
little-used Chavez Ravine, a short distance northwest of the downtown area. In January, 1935 ~ 
prior to creation of the WPA — the Navy selected the Chavez Ravine site from among 40 alternatives. 
Among the advantages of the site, in the Navy’s view, was its isolation within the ravine, 
“inconspicuously nestled in the hills where raiding bombers in a possible attack by enemy air forces 
will be least likely to damage it” (Lieutenant Colonel F.C. Harrington, quoted in Lively 1987:243). 
Although the site was selected, the Navy had no funds to construct the facility. —

The city offered this land to the Navy for the training cotter, and the offer was accepted. Throughout 
the remainder of 1935, the City of Los Angeles and Los Angeles County, working closely with the 
Navy, sought to piece together a combination of local and Federal funds that could pay for the 
improvements. By late 1935, the basic arrangement had been developed: the city would donate land 
for the center, the comity would donate $300,000 worth of materials; the remainder of the costs (it 
would cost $1.1 million) would be borne by the WPA (Lively 1987:243).

1196-52. rcs-sun'.fnl 03/11/97



')

For reasons of local politics, however, the project was delayed for three years. A trade group 
proposed construction of the Mercado Pacific Exposition in Chavez Ravine, a fair designed to 
promote trade between California and Asia. Backers of the Mercado argued forcefully against the 
donation of city-owned lands for construction of the Navy training center because the facility would 
interfere with the proposed exposition. In 1937 and 1938, a series of hearings were conducted at the 
City Council of Los Angeles over this issue. The specific issue was the donation of city-owned lands, 
although the largest issue was essentially a choice between the Mercado and the Training Center. 
American military leaders, including representatives of the Naval and Marine Corps, lobbied on behalf 
of the training center, as did veterans’ organizations and many leading California businessmen (Lively 
1987:245-246). The battle over how to use Chavez Ravine — armory or Mercado, or some 
combination of the two — dragged on for several years, between early 1937 and mid-1938. During 
the course of this debate in Los Angeles, the U.S. Navy and the Marine Corps were steadfast in their 
commitment to construction of the Reserve Center at this site.

While this local debate dragged on, the City of Los Angeles funded preparation of plans and 
specifications for the project. The conclusion that design work was well underway, even as the city 
debated the fate of the site, is supported by several pieces of evidence. In one instance, Navy Captain 
Claude B. Mayo testified in support of the building in February, 1938. Captain Mayo was stationed 
in San Diego and would later serve as the first commanding officer of the Reserve Center He 
assured the city council that the plans and specifications for the building were nearly complete (.Los 
Angeles Times 2-16-38). Also supporting this conclusion is the haste with which construction began, 
once the city had deeded the land to the Navy. The agreement between the Navy, the City, and 
County was signed on March 22, 1938; construction was about a month later (Los Angeles Times 
4-21-38). Finally, the approved plans for the building are dated September, 1938. It is unlikely the 
plans for this large and complex building could have been completed in the few months between 
March and September of that year.

Construction of the Reserve Center Buildings

The contract to design the building had been awarded to Stiles O. Clements. Clements had been an 
active and successful architect in Los Angeles for 27 years, most of that time with the partnership of 
Morgan, Walls, and Clements. He had only recently broken off from that partner ship to form Stiles 
O. Clements and Associates. The huge proposed Navy training center was likely his first major 
commission on his own. Clements’ biography and achievements are further discussed below. Work 
continued through November, 1940, when the large facility was turned over to the Navy.

The building was designed specifically as a training center for Naval and Marine Corps Reserve units 
in Southern California. Its layout reflected this purpose. The great clear-span drill deck wing was 
designed to allow two Reserve regiments to train simultaneously. Many elements of the building 
were constructed in pairs, to facilitate simultaneous training for two units at the site. The drill deck, 
for example, includes two bridges. The facility also has two separate galleys, as well as two groups 
of quarters for visiting flag officers; these were located in the third story of the office building. 
Because the Navy Reserve units that trained there included a Radio and Signal Corps School, the 
building was also fitted with a radio tower, integrated structurally and architecturally into the main 
building.
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As noted, the gallery around the perimeter of the drill deck was designed as a track but also served 
as sleeping quarters for the reserves who trained there. The fact that 400-500 men slept as well as 
trained in the room forced the architect to include several unusual features, principally having to do 
with condensation. The great room, essentially uninsulated, experienced great changes in temperature 
between day and night and rose and settled with the changes in temperature. The huge floor was 
subject to the same changes in temperature and was allowed to “float” on a bed of sand. At night in 
particular, the presence of so many men in the room caused a serious condensation problem. The 
floating floor (further discussed below) was designed to allow the moisture to seep through the wood 
to the sand, intended to minimize damage to the flooring.

The structure, although initially planned during the relatively peaceful mid-1930s, was completed 
against the backdrop of the fall of France and about a year before the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor. When it was first used, the armory was designated specifically for the training of Radio and 
Signal School reservists. During American involvement in World War n, the armory was used to 
train reserve units for active duty overseas.

Immediately after V-J Day, the Los Angeles Reserve Center was used as a separation center for tens 
of thousands of Naval and Marine personnel who were being discharged. By 1946, the facility was 
again being used for its intended purpose: to train Naval and Marine Corps reserve units. Many of 
these Reserve units were called back into active duty in 1950, making the armory again an active part 
of the regular Navy. After the conclusion of hostilities in Korea, however, the armory returned to 
a more predictable life as a reserve training center. It remained so until its closure in the late 1980s.

Today, the property is being leased to the Los Angeles Fire Department, which uses it for training 
and classroom purposes.
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INVENTORY METHODS AND RESULTS

ARCHIVAL STUDIES

A records search of archives at the South Central Coastal Information Center at the University of 
California Los Angeles Institute of Archaeology identified 30 surveys and/ox excavations that have 
been conducted within a one-mile radius of the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center. Appendix 
A provides the records search results. None of the noted investigations were located within the 
current project area.

Tlie records search identified four prehistoric sites and six historic sites near the Reserve Center. The 
majority of sites are located south of the current project area, although two are located north of 
Dodger Stadium As noted above, no archeological resources were located within the Reserve 
Center property boundaries. According to Elizabeth Soriano, the Assistant Coordinator of the 
Information Center, the area of the Reserve Center was highly developed by early 1900. The lack 
of archeological sites in such an urban is not surprising.

Inspection of our historic maps -- Los Angeles 1928 &1931 6' series and Pasadena 
1896 & 1900 15' series -- indicated that the area was completely developed at the turn 
of the century and contained a very dense street grid pattern with numerous buildings. 
There are a few primary roads leading to the Elysian Park area with a new buildings 
[sic] at the base of the hill. By 1928 & 1931, the area contained an extremely dense 
street grid with numerous buildings. Elysian Park had meandering primary roads 
leading to a developed area on the hilltop with a small street grid that had a high 
density of buildings.

(Soriano 1996:1)

The National of Historic Places lists four properties within a one mile radius of the project. They are 
the Los Angeles Plaza Historic District, Los Angeles Union Passenger Terminal, Plaza Substation, 
and the United States Post Office Los Angles Terminal Annex. In addition, the California Historical 
Landmarks of the Office of Historic Preservation, California Department of Parks and Recreation lists 
12 California landmarks in the near vicinity, including the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center 
itself In addition, the California Points of Historical Interest identifies the Los Angeles High School 
(now the Criminal Courts Building), constructed in 1873. Finally, the City of Los Angeles Historic- 
Cultural Monuments indicate 43 landmarks within one-mile of the Reserve Center. Appendix A gives 
the full results of the records search, including listing all noted landmarks. The project area, then, is 
clearly one important to local, state, and national history.

NATIVE AMERICAN CONTACT PROGRAM

Contact with Native American groups that may be interested in the project at the Naval and Marine 
Corps Reserve Center was initiated through the Native American Heritage Commission. The 
Heritage Commission responded with a list of 27 individuals representing several Native American 
groups that may be interested. Table 2 lists these individuals and their tribal affiliation.
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A letter was sent to each of these individuals (see Appendix C). The letter informed the Native 
American community of the proposed project, and requested consultation regarding traditional 
cultural properties and/or areas of sensitivity that may be affected by the proposed project. It asked 
for help in identifying any concerns that the Native American community may have regarding the 
cultural resources in the study area. Also enclosed was a map showing the project area, and a list of 
the Native American groups contacted during the project.

To date, two responses have been received. Diane Garcia Napoleone, Chumash, called Dr. Allen, 
and requested a verbal project update. Her only concern was that if heavy ground-disturbing 
activities occur in the ballfield area of the Reserve Center, that a Native American monitor be present. 
She stated that the area of Chavez Ravine was reported to be a Native American village site, and that 
was why she felt that a Native American monitor was required. Ernest P. Salas, Gabrielino/Tongva 
Tribal Council, wrote a letter. He requested as well that a Native American monitor be present 
during ground-disturbing activities.

Table 2. Native American Contacts Regarding Reserve Center Property

Individual Contacted Tribal Affiliation Comment

Jenny Mousseaux (Mcleod) Ohlone/Costanoan
Chumash
Salinan

Letter returned; no forwarding addressRichard Angulo Chumash

Charles Cook Chumash
Gabrielino
Yokut
Kitanemuk

Chumash
Tataviam
Femandefio

Beverly Salazar Fokes

Dr. Kote
Lin A-Lui’Koy Lotah 

Samuel H. Dunlap

Chumash

Gabrielino

Redstar Chumash

Melissa M. Para-Hemandez Chumash
Yaqui

Gabrielino
Chumash
Tataviam
Yaqui

Rudy Ortega

GabielinoVera Rocha

Julie Lynn Tumamait Chumash

Patrick Tumamait Chumash Letter returned; no forwarding address
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Jim Velasquez Gabrielino

Dwayne Vigil Chumash

Letter returned; no forwarding addressMark Steven Vigil Chumash

Anwa Wilani Tataviam

ChumashQun-tan Shup

Art Alvitre Gabrielino

GabrielinoCindi Alvitre

Ron Wermuth Tubatujabal
Kawailsu
Koso
Yokut

Paul (Valenzuela) Varela Chumash
Tataviam
Kitanermuk
Tongva

Gabrielino
Luiseno

Louise Jefiredo-Warden

Letter received; requested Native American 
monitoring of any ground disturbing 
activities

Ernest P. Salas Gabrielino/T ongva

John Jefiredo Gabrielino

Robert F. Dorame Gabrielino/Tongva

Della Dominguez Yowlumne
Kitanemuk

Call received; requested Native American 
monitoring of any ground disturbing 
activities

Diane Garcia Napoleone Chumash

ARCHEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS

Evidence of prehistoric and historic human activity has been documented in the vicinity of the project 
(see previous section). Prehistorically, this portion of Los Angeles offered a number of subsistence 
resources for Native American inhabitants. During the nineteenth century, the area experienced 
limited development during the land "booms" of the time. With the twentieth century came a variety 
of military activity in the area.
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Prehistoric Resources

Archeological investigations suggest that aboriginal use of the area predates this time by several 
thousand years. Documented site types in this portion of Los Angeles primarily consists of lithic 
scatters, along with some habitation areas. Potential activities and site types on the Naval Reserve 
land are constrained by environmental factors such as the topography and geology. For example, the 
relatively sheltered ravine may have been useful as a habitation area. With the subsistence resources 
potentially available at the site, evidence of at least seasonal habitation could be expected. However, 
the area is also well-developed, and as pointed out earlier, has been since the turn of the 20th century.

Lands at the Reserve Center facility generally fall into three categories: paved, developed, and open 
areas. Large paved areas, including parking lots that once doubled for parade grounds, dominate the 
complex (see Figure 3). Developed areas have buildings or picnic areas constructed on them. The 
only open area is a large ballfield above the main structure.

In response to the differing land use, KEA archeologists used three survey methods. Paved areas 
were not surveyed, as there is no ground visibility. Developed areas were field-checked by ground 
surveys of areas thought to have some potential for cultural resources. These areas were not 
systematically surveyed, as the ground was highly disturbed, and chances for locating archeological 
sites were minimal Archeologists surveyed the ballfield with systematic 10 m parallel transects. No 
archeological resources were found at the Reserve Center.

Historic Resources

Prior to the military using the site for the Reserve Center, relatively little historic period activity was 
documented in the project vicinity. As noted above, although the site once served as a Jewish 
Cemetery, all remains have been removed. Similarly, use of the site for as a smallpox pesthouse has 
left no physical remains. The military presence has overshadowed earlier land uses. No historical 
archaeological resources were located dining the present survey.

4 ARCHITECTURAL (BUILDINGS/STRUCTURES) SURVEY

In October 1996, Stephen D. Mikesell of JRP Historical Consulting Services conducted a Phase II 
Architectural Survey. The group of buildings that comprise the Reserve Center are built into the 
hillside of Chavez Ravine. The major building — called die Training Building or Building 1 — steps 
back into the hillside, with the first story at the grade of Stadium Way. The other buildings are 
terraced up the hillside, with two buildings at the grade of the second story of the Training Building, 
the third building at a level that is actually higher than the roof of the Training Building. Figure 3 
shows the spatial relationship of the various buildings. The focus of the property is the Training 
Building, a grand 133,484 square-foot structure. The other buildings are secondary and quite small 
by comparison. The four buildings are discussed separately below. The reader is referred to the 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (JRP Historical Consulting Services 1996) 
for more detailed descriptions and photographs of the buildings.
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Building 1 - Training Building ^

The Training Building is a huge and complex structure, with a footprint of about 300' x 225' (67,500 
sf or about one and one-half acres), and a usable area of 133,484 sf or more than three acres. The 
building is best understood as comprising two separate buildings: a three-story office and classroom 
wing at the front (the office building) and a tall drill deck at the rear (the drill deck). The two 
buildings were called “Office Building” and “Chill Deck” in the original plans. These plans are housed 
at the Huntington Library in San Marino, California. A copy was provided by the Nayv. Southwest 
Division. ........ "

As noted the building is built into the hillside, such that only part of the office building is on a grade 
with Stadium way. The floor of the drill deck is at grade with the second story of the office building. 
Because of this, the principal space of the building is the second story of the office building and the 
drill deck. The lowest story at the office building is effectively at basement level In keeping with 
conventional usage at the Reserve Center, however, the lower story of the office building will be 
called the first story, the main level the second story, and the top level the third story. The two 
buildings are essentially freestanding, joined by a narrow wing providing 
the office building. The buildings were separated for seismic safety reasons. The best description of 
the engineering of the building is offered in “Resilient Floating Floor Constructed in Great Drill Hall,” 
(Southwest Builder and Contractor 1941). Ostensibly a description of the flooring, the article also 
deals with the drill hall roof and seismic restraints for the building.

access to the drill deck from

Plate 1 is a general view of the facade of the office building. Plate 2 shows the side of the drill deck 
wing, with its 50' tall barrel vaulted roof. In the following discussion, the building will be described 
in terms of front, rear, and left and right sides, Ie. the left and right sides of the building when one 
is facing the facade. It is inconvenient to describe the elevation by directions because it is turned 
almost exactly at 45 degree from cardinal directions. The facade is the southwest elevation, the rear 
the northeast elevation.

-J Gl-'kJL- \y
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Training Building Exterior
The building as a whole is built of thick reinforced concrete walls. As further discussed below, the 
building is an excellent example of an architectural style unique to Federal architecture during the 
1930s, variously called “Stripped Classicism,” “Starved Classicism,” or “WPA Modeme.” Briefly, 
the style represents an attempt to retain identifiable neo-classical elements, long associated with 
Federal construction, while introducing the sleek and smooth surfaces characteristic of Art Deco and 
Streamlined Modeme, the “modem” architecture of the time. While predominantly a product of the 
design preferences of the 1930s, the building incorporates throughout its massive form many of the 
details drawn from the neo-classical architectural vocabulary. In addition, the building includes many 
nautical features, making it a unique (or at least highly unusual) interpretation of the Stripped 
Classicism.

The neo-classical influences are best appreciated at the facade of the office building. The entry is at 
the second story, approached by a tall flight of concrete stairs. These steps lead to a wide landing, 
surrounded by concrete barriers, creating a plaza at the facade. The plaza includes integral concrete 
planter boxes along the wall of the main building. The first story of the office building extends to the 
edge of the plaza, so that the floor of the plaza creates the roof of the first story. The first story
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Plate 1. General View of Facade and Office Building

Plate 2. Left Side of Drill Deck Building
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includes no doors, and is accessible only from interior stairs. It does include a series of windows at 
the facade. These unusual windows include three stacked steel awning-type sash, all operable. Near 
the stairway, the first story features recessed cast stone features in the form of a bundled rod “fasces” 
moti^ a Roman symbol of authority. The poured concrete surface around this row of windows has 
been scored, designed to simulate dressed and coursed ashlar. This cut-stone concrete surfacing is 
consistent throughout the building, even on the great end walls of the drill deck, and is the single most 
dominant neo-classical aspect of the building’s design.

The first story extends to the edges, side to side, of the remainder of the building. To the right of the 
building, the plane of the first story is continued as a retaining wall, creating a large parking lot and 
foundation for Buildings 2 and 9, which are to the right of the Training Building, at the level of the 
second story. The retaining wall is about 500' long and 14' tall, the height of the first story from 
grade.

Above the landing, the facade of this building includes a long two-story central segment with 
symmetrical one-story wings at either side. The two story segment and the right one-story element 
may be seen in Plate 1. The focus of the facade is a grand central three-door entry, framed by four 
large fluted pilasters. The spandrel area, between the second story windows and first story doors, 
include three figurative panels in cast concrete: a Marine Corps panel; an American flag panel; and 
a Navy panel. The doors at the entry are paired steel doors with transoms. These appear to be 
original to the building. Windows at the lower level (second story) of the facade are three-part steel 
awning types, identical to those at the first story. Upper story windows are unusual steel casements 
with four-light fixed sash above. All windows at the facade and throughout the building appear to 
be original, despite the fact that the building suffered a major fire in 1980. In addition, the right side 
of the facade includes a tall concrete tower with hipped roof This unusual element is treated below 
in the discussion of the right elevation.

The central segment of the facade includes a tall clay-tiled roof which flattens at the ridge for 
mounting of vents and utilities. The comice treatment includes a concrete dentil course with a wide 
frieze below. The comice hides a metal gutter. The name, “Naval and Marine Corps Reserve 
Center” is spelled out in tall brass letters at this frieze level There is a small beaded concrete string 
course across the facade, at the height of the lintels and the top of the fluted pilasters. The smaller 
wings to the right and left of the facade include tiled hipped roofs. At the facade, each wing includes 
four fluted concrete pilasters, with deeply recessed windows behind. These tall windows include five 
stacked awning windows. A stretched variation on the triple awning windows is found elsewhere on 
the building. 

eA
The side elevations of the Training Building are quite complex because they include two very different 
forms: the hip roofed form of the one-story side wings, and the grand barrel vault of the drill deck 
wings. In addition, the left and right sides are quite different from one another, owing to the 
existence of the tower element on the right elevation.

o

.r.

(e7
impler of the two side elevations. At the office building, the elevation is 

dominated by a one-story, hipped roofed element, continuing the one-story side element of the facade. 
The concrete plaza, dominant at the facade, extends to the side elevations as well. Although the 
lower story (first story) extends under all of the side elevation of the office building, not all of it is

\ . e- A_a_ nj
The left elevation is the s
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visible. The rear one-third of the first story was excavated into the hillside, so that the two-story 
element of the facade exists behind the one-story element, although it may be seen only from a 
distance. The windows on the one-story element are three-part steel awnings, typical of those found 
elsewhere. The central doorway on the one-story element includes a highly-decorative surround, 
stylized fluted pilasters and a cast-stone eagle figure at the lintel The one-story element retains the 
dentil course cornice treatment, found also at the facade and throughout the building.

The great drill deck space (facade shown in Plate 2) is defined by two wide concrete piers, from 
which the arching drill deck roof springs. The wall of the arched segment includes four huge 
reinforced concrete columns, with three bands of tall steel industrial sash between them, as well as 
solid concrete walls between the columns and the piers. Although it is a much different form, the 
concrete end wall of the drill deck wing repeats many of the architectural details found on the facade. 
The massive concrete surfaces, for example, are scored in the ashlar-like pattern of file facade. The 
cornice includes a dentil course, even atop the great arching concrete wall. The tall columns (50' tall, 
taller than all of the office wing except for the tower) are fluted in the simple, stylized manner of the 
pilasters on the one-story element.

The piers at either side of the barrel vault are generally plain concrete walls, again scored to resemble 
ashlar. Each pier includes a cast-stone flag and festoon. An entry door is included in the right pier, 
with a curving concrete canopy sheltering four wooden doors with transoms. Solid concrete 
pedestals on the side elevations repeat the pattern of the planter boxes that exist at the facade.

The rear elevation, which serves as a side entrance into the drill deck, repeats many of the 
architectural details found at the facade. The rear elevation includes three major elements: a 
projecting entry pavilion, with symmetrical wings to either side. The entry pavilion is a hip roofed 
element, centered on the rear wall. The remainder of the rear roofline is a concrete parapet, hiding 
the base of the banel vaulted drill deck roof. Four fluted pilasters, centered on the rear wall, frame 
three entry doors. The rear doors are among the most elaborately decorated elements anywhere in 
the building. Each entry includes double steel doors with large glazed panels. Each includes two sets 
of transoms. The lower transoms include steel grills in a crossing pattern with a star at the center. 
Rear doors are surrounded with wooden trim, in the fasces pattern, similar to cast stone 
ornamentation at the first story facade of the office building. A brick patio is found behind the rear 
elevation. Concrete planter boxes, similar to those at the facade, frame either side of the entry 
pavilion.

e

The right side elevation includes two major elements: the end wall of the drill deck wing, and a very 
complex variation on the office building. The drill deck wing is identical to that found on the left 
elevation.

The right elevation of the office building is generally similar to the left elevation but is complicated 
by the existence of two additional elements: a tall tower and a five-sided building at the lower story. 
These two elements exist at the juncture of the two major wings. Plate 3 illustrates this juncture. 
That view illustrates the following elements, from right to left: the pier for the drill deck roof 
including a doorway and curved concrete canopy; the tower; a five-sided wing that projects from the 
plane of the tower; and the one-story and two-story wings of the main office building. The drill deck
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Plate 4. Drill Deck Interior
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pier and the one- and two-story elements of the main office building are identical to their equivalei 
on the left side of the building. Only the tower and five-sided extension are unique to this side.

The tower is a powerful architectural element but was functional as well. Its principal function 
1940 was to train Naval and Marine Corps radio operators in the use of radio transmitting towei 
The tower may be accessed chiefly from a landing at the end a hallway on the third. There are fo 
levels to the tower: one at the entry, on a plane with the third story of the classroom building: 
second level, facing to the right; a dark third level; and a top level, with windows on all sides. At t. 
top level, the tower is above the roof of both the office building and drill deck. Windows in the tow 
are casements with four-light transoms, typical of those on the third story of the office building. T 
five-sided extension below the tower is essentially a fire escape for the three stories of the offi 
building as well as the tower. The doorway at the edge of the office building is identical to that < 
the opposite side of the building, It is unusual, however, because of the presence of an anchc 
permanently attached to a concrete pedestal at the entry. The windows on the right side of the offi 
building are identical to those on the opposing side.

Training Building interior
The interior of the Training Building is significant and retains a good degree of integrity, althou; 
some modifications have occurred, chiefly in repair following a major fire at the building in 198 
Generally, the interior is simpler than the exterior, without the same degree of architectural deta 
There are, nonetheless, important interior spaces.

The grandest interior space is the drill deck. The drill deck is one large room, measuring about 12' 
front to rear, and 264’, side to side, creating a room of about 33,528 sfl or about the size of a footb: 
field. Plate 4 offers a general view of this space. The roof is a highly unusual “Lamella roof5' 
patented roof design built as a series of diamond-shaped (‘honey-combed) trusses, created 1 
dimensional lumber cut and nailed at 45 degree angles. The floor of the drill deck space is also high 
unusual. It features a “floating floor,” with a fir shiplap sub-floor laid directly upon a base of sax 
on asphalt. The history and significance of the unusual roof and “floating floor” of the drill deck a: 
further discussed below.

As shown in Plate 4, a concrete balcony extends around the perimeter of the drill deck, supported c 
cantilevered concrete columns. The balcony, or gallery, was originally used as sleeping quarters f< 
the hundreds of men who trained here. The drill deck floor is accessible from the second story of tl 
office building; the balcony is accessible from the third story of the office building. The drill deck 
lighted naturally from corrugated glass panels extending nearly the full length of the roof These ai 
visible in Plate 4.

Several elements from the World War E-era training base are permanently affixed to the drill dec 
and are regarded as contributing elements of the building. At the right end of the drill deck are tw 
guns and a torpedo sight (shown in Plate 5). These are affixed to heavy metal plates, which a’ 
attached to the drill deck floor. One gun is a 5-inch gun, manufactured in 1945, and the other is 
40 mm anti-aircraft gun. At either end of the drill deck, the end walls were built to simulate a fou 
level bridge of a ship, used for simulating on-board conditions (seen at the far end in Plate 4). TT 
bridges exist behind the tall steel industrial sash at the end walls of the drill deck wing. As a resul 
the rooms of each bridge are well-lighted with natural light.
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Plate 6. Swimming Pool, Located in First Story of Office Building
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The interior of the office building is different on the first, second, and third stories. The first story 
is, as noted, essentially a basement level, accessible only from interior stairs. This level is virtually 
unused today. During World War II and later, it was used for various training functions. It includes 
an indoor shooting range as well as a large indoor pooL The pool, currently de-watered, is shown 
in Plate 6. The third story and most of the second story are occupied by dozens of classrooms, 
accessible from a double-loaded hallway, running the length of the building. The entry lobby for the 
second story includes some remnant architectural features from the late 1930s. Among these are 
curving lobby walls and original brass lighting standards, three of which exist in the lobby space.

Integrity of the Training Building
Building 1 retains a remarkably high degree of integrity, particularly with respect to exterior elements. 
There is no indication that any additions have been made. Nor have any original elements been 
removed. All windows and doors appear to be original. In the interior, most floor surfaces and wall 
surfaces have been replaced. Most of this work probably dates to rehabilitation work following a 
major fire at the building in 1980. On the whole, however, the building retains a very high degree of 
integrity to its original design, materials, workmanship, location, setting, feeling, and association.

Building 2 ■ Equipment Repair Building

Building 2 is a tall one-story reinforced concrete utility building, used for vehicle repair during the 
time that this complex was used by the Naval and Marine Corps Reserves. Figure 3 shows the 
building’s location. It includes two structural elements: a tall repair bay element with a flat roof and 
a much smaller hipped roofed element to the left. Although clearly a utilitarian building, Building 2 
was integrated into the Naval Reserve complex through continuation of architectural features found 
on Building 1. Among these are: the tiled, hipped roof of the shorter segment; the concrete dentil 
course at the cornice; scoring in the concrete to resemble ashlar; and the use of a three-part awning 
window (it is found on the shorter segment). While paling in comparison with the larger Training 
Building, Building 2 contributes to the historic character of the Naval Reserve property. It retains 
a good degree of integrity. The major modification was replacement of the three vehicle doors. This 
apparently occurred in 1985.

Building 8 • Paint Locker

Building 8 is a small concrete brick building located on a terraced exercise yard, on the hillside above 
and behind Buildings 1,2, and 9 (see Figure 3). This building was built in 1950. It does not conform 
with the architectural character of the property.

Building 9 • Equipment Shed

Building 9 is a wood-frame equipment shed, located across a parking lot from Building 2 (see Figure 
3). It is buflt on a concrete slab foundation and features a shed roof The building is mostly open at 
the facade. The walls at the sides and rear are stuccoed. This building was built in 1952.
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Flagpoles (Structure 15 and 16)

The Naval Reserve includes two metal flagpoles, erected as part of the original construction of this 
facility in 1938-40. Figure 3 shows their locations. The flagpoles are steel on cast iron bases. One 
is centered on the facade, and is 75' in height. It is identified as Structure 16. The other flagpole is 
centered on the rear elevation. It is identified as Structure 15.

Landscape Elements

The majority of the property on Naval Reserve property is paved, or has structures constructed on 
it (see Figure 3). Large paved areas in front of and flanking both sides of Building 1, serve as 
parking and training grounds. The Los Angeles Fire department currently uses the parking areas east 
of the buildings as storage for out-of-service fire department vehicles.

Only two open areas exist on Naval Reserve property. A small athletic field (approximately 180 ft. 
by 300 ft.) is situated on a flat above and to the east of Building 1. A small backstop and chin-up 
training bars are on the field. Two large disintegrating concrete pads cover at least one third of the 
athletic field (see Figure 3). A paved courtyard with several picnic tables is behind Building 1. 
Beyond this, is a small terraced landscape, filled with ornamental plantings and trees. This open area 
continues to the northwestern most point of the Naval Reserve property, where there is a smaller 
picnic area, landscaped with rosemary and small ornamental trees.

Planters are integral to the construction of Building 1, and line the front and rear of the structure. 
Ornamental flora fill the planters. Large trees flank Building 1 to the east. A small planted area in the 
vicinity of where a gardener shop was once located is on the east edge of the property (see Figure 
3). Of particular note in this planted area is a large fig tree that likely predates the construction of 
the Reserve Center.

None of the landscape elements contribute to the overall setting, feeling, or significance of Buildings 
1, 2, and the flagpoles. They are not considered significant under NRHP guidelines.
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ELIGIBILITY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

The National Historic Preservation Act authorized the National Register of Historic Places, 
expanding federal recognition of historic properties. To be eligible for the National Register, a 
property normally must be 50 years of age or more, possess integrity, and meet one or more of the 
significance criteria. Historic significance is the importance of a property to the history, architecture, 
archeology, engineering, or cultural aspect of a community. To qualify for the National Register, a 
property must have significance in American history at the local, state, or federal level. This 
importance can be present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity 
of design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:

That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern 
of our history; or

A)

That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; orB)

That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type of work, period, or method of 
construction or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that 
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 
distinction; or

C)

That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history 
(National Park Service 1991). ..

D)

Summary Statement of Significance

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center, Los Angeles, appears to be eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places under eligibility criteria A and C at the local level of significance, 
in the areas of military history and architecture. It has a period of significance of 1940-1946. The 
former is its date of construction, the latter an arbitrary date 50 years ago, necessitated because the 
property does not appear to be exceptionally significant.

Under Criterion A, the building is significant as a key reserve training facility in Los Angeles during 
World War II and because it appears to be one of the earliest permanent Naval and Marine Corps 
Reserve Centers to be built in the United States. Under Criterion C, the building is significant in three 
respects: as an important example of the work of Stiles O. Clements, a master designer; as a 
distinguished example of the restrained classicism, sometimes called “Starved Classicism,” favored 
for Federal construction during the 1930s; and as a spectacular example of a clear-span building using 
the patented Lamella roof, a barrel vault built around wooden trusses.

Eligibility under Criterion A

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center appears to be significant under Criterion A, for the role 
of the building as the primary reserve training facility in Los Angeles during the years 1940-1946. 
It is also a good example of the transition of the armory from its 19th and early 20th century role as
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a community-based National Guard facility, to its modem role as a training center for units that work 
in close coordination with the regular military branch with which the armory is associated.

The Federal government and the various states have only recently begun to develop a comprehensive 
context for the evaluation of armories as a discrete historic property type. The basic reference work 
is that of Robert M. Fogelson (1989), whose America’s Armories: Architecture, Society, and the 
Public Order was the first attempt to analyze this building type in a larger historical context. The 
State of New York in 1992 began a comprehensive inventory and evaluation of all known armories 
in the state. The results of this survey were recently summarized by Nancy Todd (1996) in an article 
in the publication CRM.

Armories were training buildings for National Guard units and later for reserve units of the Navy, 
Marine Corps, and Air Force. Most armories were built and owned by the military division of the 
state in which they are located, and most are associated with Army-based National Guard units. The 
majority of armories historically served as training sites for National Guard units but also as 
community centers. Armories were typically headquarters for local disaster preparedness programs 
and, not uncommonly, sites for dances and other social events in small communities without major 
civic spaces. Just before and after World War I, the various National Guard units became more and 
more closely associated with the regular service, and the Naval and Marine Corps created entirely- 
Federal Reserve units. As this coordination and integration increased, more armory buildings were 
funded and owned directly by the service with which the units were associated.

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve, planned in 1935 but not completely constructed until 1940, 
is an excellent and significant example of an armory in the latter category. It was built to be used by 
reserve units unrelated to the state National Guard. In keeping with the long tradition of community- 
based armory design, the building was constructed with participation by the city and comity of Los 
Angeles. When the building was planned, it was seen as a community asset as well as a military 
center. By the time it was constructed, however, the building was drafted into regular Naval and 
Marine Corps service. It was important to the training of the Reserve in Southern California during 
World War H.

Although independent evidence was not located to support the contention, the Navy maintains that 
the Reserve Center in Los Angeles is also the second oldest as well as the largest Naval and Marine 
Corps Reserve Center in the United States. The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center is a 
California Historical Landmark, designated Registered Landmark No. 972. The documentation for 
this designation was prepared by Lcrd. Bruce J. Lively, who also an article on the building (Lively 
1987). Lcrd. Lively had access to official documents of the reserve system and his information is 
considered reliable. No independent confirmation was made with respect to the priority or relative 
size of the building among the population of reserve centers nationally.

Eligibility under Criterion C

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center qualifies for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion C in three regards. First, it is an important example of the work of Stiles O. 
Clements, a master architect from Los Angeles from 1911-1965. Second, it is a significant example 
of what has been called “Starved Classicism,” a blending of Streamlined Modeme and neo-classical
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elements, used almost exclusively in Federal architecture from the 1930s. Third, the building is 
significant for the engineering elements of its drill deck, including its Lamella barrel vault roof and 
floating floor.

Stiles O. Clements was one of the most important and productive architects ever to have practiced 
in Southern California. Because he was active for so long — he arrived in the city in 1911 and 
continued working until his retirement in 1965 — he was an important transitional architect in Los 
Angeles. Early in his career, he worked with the leading 19th and early 20th century Los Angeles 
architects. During the exceedingly productive middle of his career from the 1920s through 1940, he 
designed his best-known works in the Art Deco and Streamlined Modeme styles that typify Los 
Angeles design from that period. He continued to be active in design work after World War n, 
designing some of the largest post-war buildings in Southern California in partnership with his son, 
Robert (Southwest Builder and Contractor 1966:17).

Clements was bom in Maryland in 1884. He received his undergraduate degree at the Drexel 
Institute of Technology and pursued graduate degrees at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and at the Ecole de Beaux Arts in Paris. Following his European studies, Clements worked for 
several years with large architectural firms in New York City before moving to Los Angeles 
(Rosenast 1990). In California, Clements served an apprenticeship with Robert Farquhar, an 
important early proponent of the Beaux Arts design in Southern California. At some point between 
1911 and 1920, he joined the firm of Morgan and Walls, itself a successor to the pioneering 
partnership of Keysor and Morgan. By 1920, the partnership was reorganized as Morgan, Walls, and 
Clements (Southwest Builder and Contractor 1958:22-25).

The partnership of Morgan, Walls, and Clements stayed together from 1920-1937, and was one of 
the most prolific and successful firms in Southern California. Perhaps the best-known building from 
the firm is the Art Deco/Skyscraper Gothic Richfield Building, built in 1929. That building, 
Clements’ personal favorite, has been demolished (Starr 1990:78). Clements is generally credited 
with being the creative force behind turning the attention of the Beaux Arts-oriented Morgan and 
Walls firm to the emerging Art Deco and Streamlined Modeme design. That firm was arguably the 
key force in establishing the reputation of Los Angeles as a focus of high-quality “modem” 
architecture from the 1920s and 1930s. The firm, for example, was responsible for designing most 
of the best commercial buildings along Wilshire Boulevard’s ‘Miracle Mile.” The firm, however, was 
by no means restricted to the Art Deco/Modeme style. Dozens of Morgan, Walls, and Clements 
buildings have been designated Historic-Cultural Monuments by the City of Los Angeles, including: 
the 1924 Spanish Colonial Oddfellows Temple; the 1926 Mayan Theater; the 1926 Renaissance 
Revival Pacific National Bank; the 1926 El Capitan Theater in Hollywood; and the 1929 
Mediterranean Chapman Park Building.

In 1937, Clements left that firm to organize Stiles O. Clements & Associates, a name he would retain 
until 1955, when his son, Robert, was brought in as a partner. The name was then changed to Stiles 
and Robert Clements. The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center, then, was one of the earliest 
major commissions undertaken by Stiles O. Clements after he left the firm of Morgan Walls and 
Clements. The father-and-son firm was extremely active during the 1950s and 1960s, designing 
hundreds of shopping centers, parking garages, office buildings, and other major commissions in the 
post-war construction boom in Southern California.
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Clements’ career spanned nearly six decades, making him one of the most prolific architects in 
California history. He was partially or completely responsible for the design of some of the great 
landmarks of Southern California architecture, including the Samson Tire Company building, the 
aforementioned Mayan Theater, Coulter’s Department Store (demolished), Pellissier Building 
(including the Wiltem Theater), and the aforementioned Richfield Building. Clements is treated in 
virtually all of the survey works on Los Angeles architecture (e.g., Kaplan 1987, McGrew and Julian 
1994).

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center represents several important landmarks in the career 
of this master designer. First, it was one of the first major commissions undertaken by Clements after 
he left the firm of Morgan, Walls, and Clements. Clements regarded it as a major achievement in his 
career. Late in his life, Clements culled through his drawings to donate the best examples of his work 
to the Huntington Library in San Marino, California. The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center 
was among the works sent to that prestigious research library (Rosenast 1990).

The Reserve Center also appears to be one of the first public buildings with which he is known to 
have been associated. During World War II and after the war, he and his son would be extensively 
involved in the design of many Federal buildings, including other commissions for the U.S. Navy. 
These commissions included designing buildings for the Los Angeles Board of Education, the Comity 
of Los Angeles, San Bemadino County, the City of Monrovia, the State of California, the Army 
Corps of Engineers, and additional buildings for the U.S. Navy {Southwest Builder and Contractor 
1958). There is no indication in the architectural history of Southern California, however, that 
Clements designed any public buildings before his work on the Naval Reserve.

One of Stiles O. Clements’ most successful works, the Reserve Center incorporated much of what 
he had learned in his excellent education and what was already a long career in professional design. 
Although he is generally credited with introducing the Art Deco/Modeme style of design to Morgan, 
Walls, and Clements, Clements had not always worked in the modem idiom. He was trained at the 
turn of the century at MIT and the Ecole de Beaux Arts and had worked with the local 19th century 
Beaux Arts masters upon his arrival in Los Angeles. His education and early training helped him to 
absorb and work with the vocabulary of neo-classical design. He emerged as one of the great masters 
of Art Deco and Streamlined Modeme design in Los Angeles or anywhere else in the country. This 
extensive training in the Modeme and the neo-classical helps explain the ease and skill with which 
Clements combined the neo-classical details of this building and its sleek Modeme design. Although 
he built no other buildings in the “Stripped Classicism” style, he captured its essence in this building. 
Although not his best-known work, the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center is an important 
example of the career and talents of Stiles O. Clements. It appears to qualify for the National 
Register of Historic Places as a significant example of the work of a master.

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center also represents a significant example of Federal 
architecture during the 1930s, specifically the style that has been called “Stripped Classicism,” 
“Starved Classicism,” or ‘PWA Modeme.” Federal architecture developed in alternating phases of 
domination by public service architects and domination by private architects. At various times, the 
architects in the employ of the Federal government designed essentially Federal buildings, from post 
offices to court houses (Craig 1984). At other times, including the 1930s, the bulk of this design 
work was undertaken by private architects under contract with the government. Whether carried out
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by public servants or contractors, however, most Federal architecture from the early years of the 
Republic through the 1920s had been dominated by the neo-classical tradition, first established in the 
Capitol complex, and spread through post office and court house construction to all parts of the 
nation.

During the 1930s, private architects were allowed to design public buildings to an extent not possible 
at any earlier period of the 20th century. The amount of Federal and Federally- funded construction 
accelerated tremendously during these years as New Deal programs — especially the WPA and PWA 
— funded public works as an employment-generating activity. The scale of Federal construction was 
at or near its highpoint during the 1930s, as a proportion of total construction activity. Because of 
this great demand for Federal work, and a soft demand for design work by the private sector, virtually 
every active architect in California worked at one time or another for the Federal government. Both 
the WPA and the PWA hired private architects to design public buildings. There is little distinction 
between the two programs in this regard: both focused on the construction of useful, publicly-owned 
buildings, such as city halls, airports, schools, and hospitals. Both programs funded construction of 
armory halls throughout the United States. The PWA funded dozens of armories (Short 1986), as 
did the WPA. Both the WPA and the PWA were construction-oriented agencies, paying much less 
attention to style than to creating jobs and useful public edifices. This was true of all types of 
buildings constructed under the WPA and PWA. In discussing armory designs, for example, the 
Acting Chief Engineer for the WPA, argued that a building’s style should be “purely a matter of 
available materials, taste and community influence and is therefore something for local determination” 
(quoted in Fogelson 1989:198). The vast majority of WPA buildings were designed by private 
architects, usually architects with offices in the local community.

These private architects were tom between designing in the popular styles of the time (Art Deco, 
Streamlined Modeme) and honoring the long tradition of neo-classical design, so rooted in Federal 
building design from the early years of the Republic. The compromise between the two was a unique 
style, neither Modeme nor neo-classical, but a blending of the two. This phenomenon is almost 
unique to privately-designed Federal architecture from the 1930s, but was used so extensively that 
architectural historians have straggled to developed a term for the style. It is argued by some that 
the blending of modeme and neo-classical was also typical of construction in Fascist Italy and 
Germany during the war. This case is made by David Gebhard and Harriette von Breton (1989). 
Gebhard and Von Breton use the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center as an illustration of this 
point. They write:

By stripping away excessive historical detail, relying on simple rectangular volumes, 
smooth surfaces, and square fluted piers instead of columns, Sumner Spaulding and 
his associates [designers of an unbuilt civic center for Los Angeles] showed how 
closely in touch they were to the stripped Neoclassical designs of Germany, Italy, and 
elsewhere. Equally close in spirit was Stiles O. Clements’ U.S. Naval and Marine 
Corps Armory [sic] of 1939-40, whose forbidding exterior would have been very much 
at home in Berlin in the late ‘30s.

(quoted in Gebhard and von Breton 1989: 75-76)

Their observation has led to some confusion. Brace Lively (1987:253) interpreted this statement to 
indicate that the building was ‘based on a German design.” While it may be argued that the building
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resembles some German buildings from the period, there is no indication that Clements borrowed the 
building from a German model.

Lois Craig (1984) the principal historian of Federal architecture, emphasizes the classical element 
of the style, calling it “Starved Classicism.” Still others have called it “Stripped Classicism.” David 
Gebhard and others emphasize the Modeme element of the compromise, calling the style “P.W.A. 
Modeme,” or “WPA Modeme.” The style is succinctly defined by David Gebhard (1973) as “The 
Roman-Renaissance mode cleaned up with added elements of both the Zigzag and the Streamlined 
Modeme.”

The difficulties in classifying this style helps to explain its unique qualities. The buildings are, for the 
most part, rooted in the neo-classical traditions. Of the hundreds of post offices, Federal court 
houses, and other Federal buildings designed and built during this decade, most were essentially neo
classical in their character. The exceptions to this rule are smaller Federal buildings, typically small 
post offices, which were designed in Mission Revival or Spanish Colonial Revival. The more typical 
Federal buildings from the period was neo-classical in its massing, proportions, and detail The neo
classical detail, however, is applied sparingly, often with inaccurate or exaggerated forms.

As noted, most major California architects had designed Federal or Federally-funded buildings in this 
style. Good examples include the Hollywood Post Office by Claud Beelman, and the Los Angeles 
Branch of the Federal Reserve Bank, by John and Donald. Parkinson. In this respect, the Naval and 
Marine Corps Reserve Center represents Stiles O. Clements’ opportunity to design a large building 
in “Starved Classicism,” a style that was already well-represented throughout Los Angeles and 
Southern California by the time ground breaking for this building occurred in 1938.

Clements’ design for the building was at once typical of the style and an unusual expression of it. As 
David Gebhard has noted, the style was almost universally executed in reinforced concrete, a modem 
an economical substitute for the stone masonry of the neo-classicaL It almost always included fluting 
in the concrete to simulate fluting in columns. It also generally included some cornice treatment in 
the neo-classical mode. In these respects, the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center is typical of 
the “Starved Classicism” that dominated the design of Federal buildings during the decade.

The Reserve Center, however, was also highly unusual in several respects. First, it was a huge 
building. While a few Federal buildings froin the period were substantial in scale, none approached 
the area of this building. Second, Clements was forced to work with a great arched drill deck space, 
a very unusual and difficult form to incorporate into a predominantly neo-classical building. Third, 
the topography of the site required a building that could conform to the hillside. Fourth, the function 
of the building required many unusual structural elements, including the radio tower, a large 
swimming pool, and the aforementioned great drill deck. All of these factors added to the challenge 
of designing this particular example of “Starved Classicism.” The architectural significance of the 
building, then, is that it typifies a specific style — the “Starved Classicism” — while dealing with 
extraordinary challenges.

Finally, the building appears to be significant in the area of architecture because it incorporates unique 
or highly unusual elements, particularly its Lamella roof and “floating floor.” The barrel vaulted, 
timber trass roof of the drill deck is arguably its most distinctive element. The roof has a span of 125'
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x 256'. While not a record-setting span, this represents a very substantial roof for its time, or any 
other time. Lively (1987:253) argues that the building was the largest “enclosed structure without 
columns at the time it was constructed,” but offers no evidence to support the contention. Many 
aircraft hangars, particularly lighter-than-air hangars from the 1930s, had much larger clear spans. 
Still, the building is clearly impressive.

The roof was a patented “Lamella Roof” a honey-comb wooden roof system, manufactured and 
widely built in the Los Angeles area by the Summerbell Roof Structures Company, with offices in 
downtown Los Angeles. The company advertised widely in the Southwest Builder and Contractor. 
(e.g. editions of 4-8-1938 and 1-14-1938). The roof is identified as a Lamella roof in “Resilient 
Floating Floor Constructed in Great Drill Hall” {Southwest Builder and Contractor 4-18-1938). The 
Lamella Roof system could be built in a variety of shapes, from a barrel vault to a dome to an 
octagon, all of which were illustrated in advertisements for the system. Further research may indicate 
that this roofing system was widely used and is still represented in extant buildings in Los Angeles 
and elsewhere. Based upon available evidence, however, it appears that this roof form is quite rare. 
Further, this huge span was no doubt a very substantial challenge for the roofing system

Another highly unusual feature of the building is a “floating floor” installed in the drill deck. As noted 
earlier, Clements and others involved with the building were concerned about condensation within 
the drill hall. The big room, heavily occupied and without insulation, generated a great deal of 
condensation, collecting chiefly on the corrugated glass at the center of the room To deter damage 
to the flooring from this condensation, the contractor, A.B. Rice Floor Company of Los Angeles, 
developed a highly unusual flooring system, which it called a “floating floor.” The grade of the drill 
deck was first leveled and rolled by WPA workers. A three-inch coat of asphaltic concrete was then 
“spread over the dirt and rolled to an even grade.” Several weeks later, the rolled asphalt was 
covered with 15 inch felt paper, mopped with tar. Two inches of kiln-dried sand was then placed 
atop the felt paper, and leveled with screeds. The sand was covered with soft asphaltum pitch which 
“functions both as a seal and as an expansion joint.” The flooring system was then place on the sand 
base. The sub-floor comprised 2" x 8" ship lap Douglas fir pieces; the fir was treated and kiln-dried. 
The floor was finished with Va" maple boards, finished in a Duraseal sealant {Southwest Builder and 
Contractor 4-18-1938).
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SUMMARY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

Archival research and intensive surveys for archeological and architectural resources were conducted 
at the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center. During the Phase I Archeological Resources 
Inventory, no archeological resources were found.

An Architectural Historic Resources Elgibility Phase II Survey identified two buildings and two 
flagpoles (Buildings 1, 2 and Structures 15, 16) that are eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places. Survey also identified two buildings (Buildings 8 and 9) and several landscape elements that 
are not eligible for the NHRP. The boundary of the nominated properties is the full legal parcel of 
the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center, as shown on Figure 3, the site plan for the property. 
Boundary justification is that this legal parcel has been the parcel for this property since it was 
constructed. The boundary is the current as well as the historical parcel, and serves as the setting for 
the eligible structures. As defined above, the identified structures are eligible for the NRHP under 
Criteria A and C. JRP Historical Consulting Services (1996) has prepared a NRHP registration form 
for this historic property. The Navy should seek concurrence with the State Historic Preservation 
Officer regarding the eligibility determination of Buildings 1 and 2, and the two flagpoles.

The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (1993), established a program for the 
preservation of historic properties. Section 106 of this legislation stipulates that the head of a federal 
agency, such as the Navy, with jurisdiction over federal undertakings (federally sponsored, federally 
assisted, or federally licensed), must take into account the effect of the undertaking on any district, 
site, building, structure, or object that is included in or eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. 
Demolition, alteration of setting, transfer of ownership, and major renovations are examples of 
activities that can have an adverse effect on structures considered eligible for the NRHP.

Prior to any undertaking that could affect NHRP eligible structures, the Navy is required to provide 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) a reasonable opportunity to comment. The 
ACHP’s procedures for Section 106 consultation are codified under 36 CFR 800. If the Nayy and 
SHPO concur that an undertaking will have an adverse effect on the NRHP eligible properties, then 
the Navy drafts a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for signature by the Navy, SHOP, and ACHP.

Section 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act contains several additional mandates. Section 
110(aXl) requires that the Navy use, to the maximum extent feasible, historic buildings. In Section 
110(a)(2), there are also requirements for establishing a program for identifying, evaluating, 
nominating, and protecting resources eligible for the NRHP. Such properties under the jurisdiction 
or control of any Federal agency are to be managed and maintained in a manner "that considers the 
preservation of their historic, archeological, architectural, and cultural values." In other words, the 
Navy should actively manage their historic resources in accordance with their respective values and 
should avoid any action that might constitute an effect under Section 106 without appropriate 
consultation.

In addition, the National Historic Preservation Act calls for the protection of properties of religious 
or cultural importance to Native Americans. These Traditional Cultural Properties can involve a 
number of types of properties such as sacred mountains or other religious sites, resource areas, or
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APPENDIX A

RECORDS SEARCH RESULTS

South Central Coastal Center, 
UCLA Institute of Archaeology



455 t l-nivrpiuv Avenue 
Suite 370
Saenvinenio. t A 95823

KEA
916.563-7800 
Fax.563-7810Environmental

October 7, 1996

Phyllisa Eisentraut -
South Central Coastal Information Center 
Institute of Archaeology 
University of California, Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, CA 90024-1510

Ms. Eisentraut:

I am requesting a records search in regard to the area of the Naval and Marine Reserve Center in 
Los Angeles, including a one-mile radius around the project area. KEA Environmental will be 
conducting an historic resources eligibility survey and archaeological resources inventory survey 
in mid- to late-November. Enclosed is a xeroxed portion of the Los Angeles 7.5' quad, with the 
project area outlined in heavy black. I am aware that the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center 
was the subject of an article in a 1987 issue of Southern California Quarterly (VoL LXIX, No.3), 
and have a copy of that journal. I

I would like to receive record search results by early November. Please let me know if that 
involves expediting this request. Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

C Cfc —
Rebecca Allen, Ph.D.
Senior Historical Archaeologist
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California 
Historic 

Resources 
V Inventory

Regional Information Center
Lo« Angeles, Orange, Ventura Counties

October 10,1996

Rebecca Allen, Ph.D.
KEA Environmental
455 University Avenue, Ste. 370
Sacramento, CA 95823

RE: Records Search for the Naval and Marine Reserve Center, Los Angeles Quadrangle. 

Dear Dr. Allen,

As per your request of October 10,1996, we have conducted a records search for the 
above referenced project. This search includes a review of all recorded historic and 
prehistoric archaeological sites within the project area as well as a review of all known 
cultural resource survey and excavation reports. In addition, we have checked our file of 
historic maps, the National Register of Historic Places, the California State Historic 
Resources Inventory, the California Points of Historical Interest, the City of Los Angeles 
Historic-Cultural Monuments and the listing of California Historical Landmarks in the 
region. The following is a discussion of our findings for the project area.

PREHISTORIC RESOURCES:

Four prehistoric sites have been identified within a one mile radius of the project area 
(see enclosed map). Two of these are recorded with primary numbers because no formal 
records were ever filed. Three of these contain a historic component as well as a 
prehistoric component. None of these are located within the project area.

HISTORIC RESOURCES:

Six historic archaeological sites have been identified within a one mile radius of the 
project area (see enclosed map). Two of these are recorded with primary records and 
three of these contain prehistoric components as mentioned above. None of these are 
located within the project area.

Inspection of our historic maps -- Los Angeles 1928 & 1931 6' series and Pasadena 
1896 & 1900 15' series -- indicated that the area was completely developed at the turn of 
the century and contained a very dense street grid pattern with numerous buildings. 
There are a few primary roads leading to the Elysian Park area with a new buildings at die 
base of the hill. By 1928 & 1931, the area contained an extremely dense street grid with 
numerous buildings. Elysian Park had meandering primary roads leading to a developed- 
area on the hilltop with a small street grid that had a high density of buildings.

The National Register of Historic Places lists four properties within a one mile radius 
of the project area. TTiey are:

Los Angeles Plaza Historic District, roughly bounded by Spring, Macy, Alameda and 
Arcadia Streets, and Old Sunset Blvd, Los Angeles Declared: 11/03/72 National 
Register #72000231

Los Angeles Union Passenger Terminal, 800 N. Alameda St., Los Angeles Declared:
11/13/80 National Register #80000811

South Central Coastal Information Center *UCLA Institute of Archaeology • Fowler Museum of Cultural History • Los Angeles, California 90095
Telephone: (310) 825-1980 FAX: (310) 206-4723
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Plaza Substation, 10 Olvera St., Los Angeles Declared: 9/13/78 National Register 
#78000689

US Post Office-Los Angeles Terminal Annex-US Post Office in California 1900
1941 TR, 900 Alameda St., Los Angeles Declared: 1/11/85 National Register 
#85000131

The California State Historic Resources Inventory lists numerous properties within 
the city of Los Angeles. A list of these properties is available upon request.

The listings of the California Historical Landmarks (1990) of the Office of Historic 
Preservation, California Department of Parks and Recreation, indicate that there are 
twelve California Historical Landmarks within a one mile radius of the project area. A 
list of these properties is enclosed.

The California Points of Historical Interest (1992) identifies one property within a 
one mile radius of the project area.

Los Angeles High School Criminal Courts Building, Broadway and 
Temple Streets, Los Angeles
This site was once a promontory known as Pound Cake Hill. On the 
crest of this hill stood a two-story frame building with a small clock 
tower. It was here that Los Angeles High School was first opened on 
September 1, 1873. For more than 30 years this was the city’s only 
public high school.

The listings of the City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monuments indicate that 
there are forty-three landmarks within a one mile radius of the project area. A list of 
these properties is enclosed.

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS:

Thirty surveys and/or excavations have been conducted within a one mile radius of 
the project area (see enclosed map and bibliography). None of these are located within 
the project area.

Please forward a copy of any reports resulting from this project to our office as soon 
as possible. Due to the sensitive nature of site location data, we ask that you do not 
include record search maps in your report. If you have any questions regarding the 
results presented herein, please feel free to contact our office at (310) 825-1980.

Invoices are mailed approximately two weeks after records searches. This enables 
your firm to request further information under the same invoice number. Please, reference 
the invoice number listed below when making inquires. Requests made after invoicing 
necessitate the preparation of a separate invoice with a $15.00 handling fee.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth E. Soriano 
Assistant Coordinator
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City of Los Angeles 
Department of City Planning

HI VI*
7/30/2015

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
PROPERTY ADDRESSES Address/Legal Information
None PIN Number

Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 
Thomas Brothers Grid 
Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 
Tract
Map Reference 
Block

136-5A213 14
123,307.7 (sq ft) 
PAGE 634 - GRID G1ZIP CODES

None 5415014900
SUBDIVISION OF THE ABILA TRACT AND ADJOINING LANDS

RECENT ACTIVITY M R 3-476
ZI-2407 Proposed Hillside 
Area(Zoning), subject to hillside 
regulations. The eff. date is still 
undetermined.
CHC-2015-2717-HCM
ENV-2015-2718-CE

None
Lot "UNNUMBERED LT"
Arb (Lot Cut Reference) 
Map Sheet

1
136-5A213

Jurisdictional Information
Community Plan Area 
Area Planning Commission 
Neighborhood Council 
Council District 
Census Tract #
LADBS District Office

Central City North 
Central
Historic Cultural

CASE NUMBERS
CPC-1995-352-CPU

CD 1 - Gilbert CedilloCPC-1995-148-GPC
1977.00ORD-171037-SA20
Los Angeles MetroORD-156166

Planning and Zoning InformationENV-2013-3392-CE
Special Notes 
Zoning
Zoning Information (ZI)

NoneENV-1995-328-MND
PF-1XL
ZI-2427 Freeway Adjacent Advisory Notice for Sensitive Uses 
ZI-2129 EAST LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

ND-81-259-ORD

General Plan Land Use 
General Plan Footnote(s)
Hillside Area (Zoning Code)
Baseline Hillside Ordinance 
Baseline Mansionization Ordinance 
Specific Plan Area 
Special Land Use / Zoning 
Design Review Board 
Historic Preservation Review 
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone 
Other Historic Designations 
Other Historic Survey Information 
Mills Act Contract
POD - Pedestrian Oriented Districts 
CDO - Community Design Overlay 
NSO - Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay 
Streetscape 
Sign District
Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area
CRA - Community Redevelopment Agency
Central City Parking
Downtown Parking
Building Line
500 Ft School Zone

Public Facilities
Yes
No
No
No
None
None
No
Yes
None
None
None
None
None
None
No
No
No
None
None
No
No
None
No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | cityplanning.lacity.org



500 Ft Park Zone No
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 
Ownership (Assessor) 

Owner1 
Address

5415014900

U S GOVT
1700 STADIUM WAY 
LOS ANGELES CA 90012

Ownership (City Clerk) 
Owner 
Address

CITY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES
111 E FIRST STREET ROOM 201 
LOS ANGELES CA 90012

APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 
Use Code

10.750 (ac)
8800 - Government Owned 
$662,227Assessed Land Val. 

Assessed Improvement Val. 
Last Owner Change 
Last Sale Amount 
Tax Rate Area

$0
02/45/67
$0
13

Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 893
793
1995
1515

Building 1 
Building 2 
Building 3 
Building 4 
Building 5

No data for building 1 
No data for building 2 
No data for building 3 
No data for building 4 
No data for building 5

Additional Information
Airport Hazard 
Coastal Zone 
Farmland
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone 
Fire District No. 1 
Flood Zone 
Watercourse
Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties 
Methane Hazard Site 
High Wind Velocity Areas
Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A- 
13372)
Oil Wells

None
None
Area Not Mapped 
Yes
No
None
No
No
Methane Zone
No
Yes

None
Seismic Hazards
Active Fault Near-Source Zone 

Nearest Fault (Distance in km)
Nearest Fault (Name)
Region 
Fault Type 
Slip Rate (mm/year)
Slip Geometry 
Slip Type
Down Dip Width (km)
Rupture Top 
Rupture Bottom 
Dip Angle (degrees)
Maximum Magnitude 

Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone
This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org 

(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

Within Fault Zone 
Upper Elysian Park 
Los Angeles Blind Thrusts
B
1.30000000
Reverse
Poorly Constrained
13.00000000
3.00000000
13.00000000
50.00000000
6.40000000
No

zimas.lacity.org | cityplanning.lacity.org



Landslide
Liquefaction
Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area 
Tsunami Inundation Zone

No
Yes
No
No

Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District 
Promise Zone 
Renewal Community 
Revitalization Zone 
State Enterprise Zone 
Targeted Neighborhood Initiative

None
No
No
Central City
EAST LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE
None

Public Safety
Police Information

Bureau
Division / Station 

Reporting District

Central
Central
101

Fire Information
Division 1

Batallion 1
District / Fire Station 3

Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | cityplanning.lacity.org



CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.
Case Number: CPC-1995-352-CPU
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s): CENTRAL CITY NORTH COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE PROGRAM (CPU) - THE CENTRAL CITY NORTH COMMUNITY PLAN IS

ONE OF TEN COMMUNITY PLANS THAT ARE PART OF THE COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE PROGRAM PHASE II (7-1-95 TO 12
31-96)

CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Case Number: CPC-1995-148-GPC
Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)
Project Descriptions(s): GENERAL PLAN/ZONE CONSISTENCY PROGRAM PLAN AMENDMENTS AND ZONECHANGES (PUBLIC FACILITIES, OPEN

SPACE II AND CLEAN UP
Case Number: ENV-2013-3392-CE
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s): THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE MODIFIES SECTION 22.119 OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE TO ALLOW

ORIGINAL ART MURALS ON LOTS DEVELOPED WITH ONLY ONE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE AND THAT ARE 
LOCATED WITHIN COUNCIL DISTRICTS 1,9, AND 14.

CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Case Number: ENV-1995-328-MND
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s): CENTRAL CITY NORTH COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE PROGRAM (CPU) - THE CENTRAL CITY NORTH COMMUNITY PLAN IS

ONE OF TEN COMMUNITY PLANS THAT ARE PART OF THE COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE PROGRAM PHASE II (7-1-95 TO 12
31-96)

MND-MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-171037-SA20
ORD-156166
ND-81-259-ORD

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | cityplanning.lacity.org
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LEGEND

GENERALIZED ZONING
OS, GW 

A, RA

RE, RS, R1, RU, RZ, RW1

R2, RD, RMP, RW2, R3, RAS, R4, R5

CR, C1, C1.5, C2, C4, C5, CW, ADP, LASED, CEC, USC, PVSP

CM, MR, WC, CCS, UV, UI, UC, M1, M2, LAX, M3, SL

P, PB

PF

HILLSIDE

GENERAL PLAN LAND USE
LAND USE

RESIDENTIAL INDUSTRIAL

Minimum Residential

Very Low / Very Low I Residential

Very Low II Residential

Low / Low I Residential

Low II Residential

Low III Residential

Low Medium / Low Medium I Residential

Low Medium II Residential

Medium Residential

High Medium Residential

High Density Residential

Very High Medium Residential

Commercial Manufacturing 

Limited Manufacturing 

Light Manufacturing 

Heavy Manufacturing 

Hybrid Industrial

PARKING

Parking Buffer

PORT OF LOS ANGELES

General / Bulk Cargo - Non Hazardous (Industrial / Commercial) 

General / Bulk Cargo - Hazard 

Commercial Fishing 

Recreation and Commercial 

Intermodal Container Transfer Facility Site 

LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Airport Landside 

Airport Airside 

Airport Northside 

OPEN SPACE / PUBLIC FACILITIES 

Open Space 

::::::: Public / Open Space

Public / Quasi-Public Open Space 

Other Public Open Space 

Public Facilities

COMMERCIAL

Limited Commercial 

§§88 Limited Commercial - Mixed Medium Residential 

Highway Oriented Commercial 

Highway Oriented and Limited Commercial 

8$88 Highway Oriented Commercial - Mixed Medium Residential 

Neighborhood Office Commercial 

Community Commercial 

888& Community Commercial - Mixed High Residential 

Regional Center Commercial

*

FRAMEWORK
COMMERCIAL

INDUSTRIALNeighborhood Commercial 

General Commercial 

Community Commercial 

8$£§ Regional Mixed Commercial

Limited Industrial 

Light Industrial



CIRCULATION
STREET

-—--•■-- Arterial Mountain Road

............ - Collector Scenic St reet

------------ Collector Street

------------ Collector Street (Hillside)

------------ Collector Street (Modified)

-------------Collector Street (Proposed)

Country Road 

Divided Major Highway II 

Divided Secondary Scenic Highway 

Local Scenic Road 

Local Street

Major Highway (Modified)

Major Highway I 

Major Highway II 

■ Major Highway II (Modified)

Major Scenic Highway 

i5.----.--v-. Major Scenic Highway (Modified) 

Major Scenic Highway II

------- Mountain Collector Street

Park Road

------- Parkway

Principal Major Highway 

Private Street

Scenic Divided Major Highway II 

Scenic Park 

Scenic Parkway

----------- Secondary Highway

----------- Secondary Highway (Modified)

............ 1 Secondary Scenic Highway

-----------Special Collector Street

— — Super Major Highway

©3£©£©©2©SS

©©©©©©©©©as

©©©3©3S©©® e©e©e©ee©se

00000000000

FREEWAYS
Freeway 

Interchange 

On-Ramp / Off- Ramp 

Railroad

Scenic Freeway Highway

MISC. LINES
Airport Boundary 

--- Bus Line

-■ Coastal Zone Boundary 

Coastline Boundary 

Collector Scenic Street (Proposed) 

Commercial Areas 

Commercial Center

Community Redevelopment Project Area 

Country Road 

DWP Power Lines 

Desirable Open Space 

Detached Single Family House 

Endangered Ridgeline 

= ” = ” Equestrian and/or Hiking Trail 

■ - Hiking Trail

Historical Preservation 

= = " Horsekeeping Area 

Local Street

MSA Desirable Open Space 

Major Scenic Controls 

Multi-Purpose Trail 

i i iuu Natural Resource Reserve

— Park Road

— Park Road (Proposed)

---------  Quasi-Public

............. Rapid Transit Line

............  Residential Planned Development

— — - Scenic Highway (Obsolete)

— Secondary Scenic Controls

• - • Secondary Scenic Highway (Proposed)

--------  Site Boundary

--------  Southern California Edison Power

-------  Special Study Area

• ♦ ♦ Specific Plan Area

— • — • Stagecoach Line

Wildlife Corridor

.........

AAAAAAAAAA

••••••



POINTS OF INTEREST

1 Alternative Youth Hostel (Proposed)

Animal Shelter 

Area Library 

Area Library (Proposed)

Bridge

Campground 

Campground (Proposed)

Cemetery 

Church 

City Hall

Community Center 

Community Library 

Community Library (Proposed Expansion) tep 

Community Library (Proposed)

Community Park

Community Park (Proposed Expansion) 

Community Park (Proposed)

Community Transit Center 

Convalescent Hospital 

Correctional Facility 

Cultural / Historic Site (Proposed)

Cultural / Historical Site 

Cultural Arts Center

Horticultural Center 

Hospital

Hospital (Proposed)

House of Worship 

Important Ecological Area 

Important Ecological Area (Proposed) 

Interpretive Center (Proposed)

Junior College

MTA / Metrolink Station

MTA Station

E Public Elementary School 

T Public Elementary School (Proposed) 

Public Golf Course 

Public Golf Course (Proposed)

Public Housing

Public Housing (Proposed Expansion) 

Public Junior High School 

jh Public junior High School (Proposed) 

Public Middle School 

Public Senior High School 

sh Public Senior High School (Proposed) 

Pumping Station 

Pumping Station (Proposed)

Refuse Collection Center 

Regional Library

Regional Library (Proposed Expansion) 

Regional Library (Proposed)

H' Regional Park 

T) Regional Park (Proposed)

RPD Residential Plan Development

▲ Scenic View Site

▲ Scenic View Site (Proposed)

School District Headquarters 

School Unspecified Loc/Type (Proposed)

|*| Skill Center 

Social Services

★ Special Feature 

Special Recreation (a)

Special School Facility 

Special School Facility (Proposed)

Steam Plant

sm Surface Mining 

*7^ Trail & Assembly Area

Trail & Assembly Area (Proposed) 

utl Utility Yard

# Water Tank Reservoir

^ Wildlife Migration Corridor 

Wildlife Preserve Gate

*
■
HW

e
A e
A © JH

■ JC

HW MS

i SH

MTA Stop

MWD Headquarters 

Maintenance Yard

l!J MWD

Municipal Office Building 

Municipal Parking lot 

Neighborhood Park

Neighborhood Park (Proposed Expansion) 

Neighborhood Park (Proposed)

Oil Collection Center

ti/i

Xx P ll/H

X ll/M

Ill/Ml

Xm
+ f

Parking Enforcement 

Police Headquarters 

Police Station

Police Station (Proposed Expansion) 

Police Station (Proposed)

Police Training site 

Post Office

Power Distribution Station

Power Distribution Station (Proposed)

Power Receiving Station

Power Receiving Station (Proposed)

Private College

Private Elementary School

Private Golf Course

Private Golf Course (Proposed)

Private junior High School 

Private Pre-School

Private Recreation & Cultural Facility 

Private Senior High School 

Private Special School 

Public Elementary (Proposed Expansion)

S HQ

*
* * ADM

DMV OfficeDMV sc

dwp DWP

DWP Pumping Station 

Equestrian Center 

Fire Department Headquarters 

Fire Station

Fire Station (Proposed Expansion) 

Fire Station (Proposed)

Fire Supply & Maintenance

Fire Training Site

Fireboat Station

Health Center / Medical Facility

Helistop

Historic Monument 

Historical / Cultural Monument 

Horsekeeping Area 

Horsekeeping Area (Proposed)

PO sstt

lHQ

i JL.
SF

I SF

JiltC

E

)A

JV

+ JH

PS

k
SH

SF

E



Flood Zone 

Hazardous Waste 

High Wind Zone 

Hillside Grading

Historic Preservation Overlay Zone 

Specific Plan Area

Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone 

Oil Wells

Airport Hazard Zone 

Census Tract 

Coastal Zone 

Council District 

LADBS District Office 

Downtown Parking 

Fault Zone 

Fire District No. 1

-------  Lot Line

--------Tract Line

-------Lot Cut

------  Easement

— ■ - Zone Boundary

— Building Line

-------- Lot Split

-------  Community Driveway

I I Tract Map

I | Parcel Map

J Lot Ties

— Building Outlines

500 FT. SCHOOL/PARK ZONE
Existing School/Park Site 

Planned School/Park Site 

Inside 500 Ft. Buffer

Opportunity School 

| | Other Facilities

Park / Recreation Centers 

Parks

Performing / Visual Arts Centers

& Aquatic Facilities

A Beaches

■CT Charter School

Child Care Centers

ES Elementary School

□ 0Golf Course Recreation Centers

@ Spa 

|g Special Education School 

| | Senior Citizen Centers

Skate Parks

HS High School n School

Historic Sites

Horticulture/Gardens

ESI Middle School

COASTAL ZONES
Dual Jurisdictional Coastal Zone 

Calvo Exclusion Area 

Coastal Zone Commission Authority

OTHER SYMBOLS

□□
□□

□
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APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION OF HISTORICAL LANDMARK 
Architectural Supplement

Name of Landmark Nomination: UNITED STATES NAVY AND MARINE CORPS RESERVE CENTER
1700 STADIUM WAY
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012

Location: 1700 Stadium 
Los Angeles,

Way
CAlifornia 90012

Summary of Statement of Significance (see requirements of Statement of Policy):
Facility is the oldest, largest and most significant Navy reserve 
center in California. It is the oldest and second oldest in the United 
States. The facility rests on a site of great historical significance.
It was the cite of a Yang-na Indian Village, the first benevolent 
socoeity in Los Angeles, the 1st Jewish cemetary in Los Angeles, the 
burial place of numerous prominent Angelenos, part of the estates of 
Julian Chavez and Jose Andres Sepulveda, reported viligante hangings, 
nation's second reserve center for the Navy, city small pox isolation 
hospital, induction/training and separation center for tens of thousands- 
of sailors during 3 wars, site of an international radio program for 
troops overseas during World War II, filming location for scores 
of motion pictures and television productions, object of various 
war protestors, and the location of a devastating fire and careful 
rehabilitation project.

Architectually, the largest enclosed structure in the world without 
columns at the time of construction by the noted Southern California 
firm of Clements & Clements; a most unusual example of the WPA Art 
Deco style; containing a wide variety of specialized features 
designed to enhance the defense and security of the facility and the 
local civilian community; and a structure with virtually no modification 
to the external face except to renovate according the the original 
plans still in the possession of Clements & Clements.

Facility was visited by and associated with an endless spectrum of 
motion picture celebrities, baseball personalities and political 
figures. It had a unique place in the history of military preparedness 
in the U.S. and in the history of American baseball.

DPR 26B (Rev. 6/75)
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Part I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History:

Original and subsequent owners:1. First owned by Los Angeles Pioneer 
Julian Chavez, then granted to the 
City of Los Angeles, and finally 
granted to the United States Navy 
under deed condition that the site 
revert to the city if it is used for 
other than military purposes. Part 
of the area was owned by the Jewish 
Benevolent Society.Date of erection:2.

Ground was broken in 1938 and the main 
building was completed in 1940-41.

Architect (name If possible):3. Clements and Clements

4. Alterations and additions: The exterior of the building has not 
been altered.
were made because of a 1980 fire, 
or four outbuildings, in the style of 
the original construction, have been 
added.

Some interior alterations
Three

Photographs (past and present):5.
Attached

Historical Events Connected with the Structure (if any):B.

See attached historical manuscript
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C. Sources of Information (bibliography and surveys - governmental, private, H.A.B.S., local, etc.):

See attached historical manuscript and bibiography.

D. Drawings (if data known), location, availability, attached, etc.:

Attached

Available through Clements and Clements1. Original (date):

Available through Clements and ClementsMeasured (date):2.

Part II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

See attached News ArticlesA. General Statement:

1. Architectural character:
See Attached Articles

2. Condition of fabric:
Newly Restored
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B. Description of Exterior: Information in attached material
1. Overall dimensions:

itFoundations (material):2.

:

3. Wall construction:

Framing:4.

-

i;4.

Appurtenances (special features):5.



'1 V .v ; ;’ '* •« '•5 V .
■2-

6. Chimneys:
«■%

.■4
■ <•

r\

*.?
C-

s'
: £
8illi7. Opening:

.V\ -*• * - -* .2?f
Doorways and doors:a.

. :

v

b. Windows: ' • i

.i-

;4
■■ ?:> • yi:V^

8. Roof:

Shape, covering:a.

b. Cornice, eaves:

': • \ ■
•••■ •v-v'-VVf

-•
V-

C. Description of Interior:

Floor plans:1

i
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3. Flooring (material): -T

>v

V

4. Walls and ceiling:
JjSgSSa?*Vivmx----

': . t;i

<?-
;W:LV •

r

r

V-'-
Environmental (brief description of site and surroundings):D. Included in the enclosed material s':

■' v ■ %

General setting and orientation:1.
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for this purpose in the U.S.;and second oldest building used

indoor pool, double galley,contains uniques features such as an 
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NAVAL AND MARINE CORPS RESERVE CENTER LOS ANGELES

By - Bruce R. Lively

When the Naval and Marine Corps Armory in Los Angeles,

California, was completed in 1940, it became the largest facility

Soon similar reservedesigned for reservists in United States.

centers were erected around the nation to meet the needs of

America's wartime and "cold war" defense. Mobilization readiness

for possible intervention around the globe became the watchword

of these reserve facilities and of the defense department. The

history of the Los Angeles reserve center has since its founding 

mirrored the ever-changing foreign policy of nine U.S. presidents.

Before the Navy

Long before the historic groundbreaking, the Chavez site had

Originally a Yang-na 

Indian village and burial ground,1 in 1769 it was a campsite for 

the famous Gaspar de Portola expedition from Baja California to

echoed the sounds of America's past.

A nearby monument marks the stopping off place of this 

party which was dispatched to explore Alta California.^

Monterey.

The ravine was named later for Julian Chavez (1810-1879) ,

who arrived in the area from Abiquiu, New Mexico, in the 1830s

and lived in the ravine sometime after 1844. Over the years of

Mexican and United States rule, he served variously as assistant

mayor, councilman, judge, and county supervisor. The 1850 census
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lists him as a farmer with 13 in the household and holdings 

estimated at an impressive $800.3 Another inhabitant of the

ravine was Jose Andres Sepulveda who owned a small resevoir. The

quiet of the beautiful area may have been destroyed in the late

1800s by vigilante hangings on a large tree near the corner of 

the present center building.4

When the Hebrew Benevolent Society founded the first

charitable society in Los Angeles in 1854, it asked the city for

some land on the upper plateau of the center property to

establish a cemetary. The land was granted by the city for $1.

The first Jewish child to die in Los Angeles and the only Jewish

mayor, Bernard Cohen, were buried there, 

most elaborate funeral in city history.

The mayor received the

At the time of his

Cohen was worth in excess of $300,000.death, John Jones, the

father of Mrs James B. Lankershim, who died of smallpox in 1876, 

was also interred in the same burial grounds.5‘ Ironically, this 

future site of a military training center was at the time called 

the "Home of Peace Cemetery.

Between 1902 and 1910 the cemetery was moved by the 

Congregation B'nai B'rith of the Wilshire Temple to the 

Mid-Wilshire area. The cemetery had become, one critic observed, , 

"almost inaccessable because of the oil wells, derricks, tanks,

"6

brickyards, and kilns nearby, the smoke from which discolored

shrubbry black and, unsightly.
t

When the bodies were moved, the city used the land to enlarge the

Itand made the monuments
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nearby smallpox isolation hospital and improve the sewer line to 

Bernard Street.?

Irish Joe Mu 1 la 11y, aThe brickyard was owned by

His double kiln fired more thancouncilman and local politician.

a half-million bricks in the month of October 1869 and some nine

million in the boom year of 1888. Bricks from the Mullally yard

built Ross House, the Bryson Building, the city's first 

schoolhouse, and shops in Arcadian block.$ Just a short distance

down from the brickyard at the mouth of the ravine, Angelenos 

attended bullfights and cockfights as well as bull and bear

batings for entertainment, eight decades before the arrival of 

Walter O'Malley and his trollycar Dodgers from Brooklyn.$

An early Jewish settler, Harris Newmark, reported that small 

pox epidemics visited Los Angeles about every two years 

The effect was exceedingly bad 

population on such friendly footing with death, 

wagon, dubbed 'Black Maria,' was a frequent sight" on its morbid 

journey from the homes with the yellow quarantine flags to the

pesthouse in Chavez Ravine.

.[with] the wholeafter 1850.

The smallpox

10awesome and crowded The small

pox isolation hospital had been constructed under an ordinance

dated January 24, 1862, which placed it within the supervision of ■

11the city board of health. The pesthouse opened in July 1868

under the leadership of Dr. Henry S. Orme. Orme was a former

Confederate medical officer from Philadelphia by way of
. t

Oglethorpe University in Georgia. He earned $10 per day and
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depended heavily upon the nursing aid of the Catholic Sisters of 

Cha rity. 12

Nearby Elysian Park, containing 532 acres of hills and

was set aside as a recreation area in 1886.valleys, A decade

later, in the panic of 1896, the businessmen of the city raised

$20,000 to pay laborers $1 per day for clearing land and building 

new roads.13 One part of the park was a botanical garden

In 1920, the city dedicated its firstbeginning in the 1890s.

"free automobile campground 

housing for the 1932 Olympics were provided in what four years

nearby. Pistol competition and

later would become the Los Angeles Police Academy, 

the police and reserves generously shared facilities in a 

relationship which benefits both to this day.34

Thereafter,

Enter the Navy

During the 1930s when the smallpox epidemics abated with the

widespread use of a new vacine, the center site was used for a

time as a garbage dump because no one had any money to improve

15real estate during the Depression. However, by late 1934 the

city began to covet funds from President Franklin Roosevelt's

Works Progress Administration [WPA]. First, a citizens' group

proposed the pest house tract along with several other sites as 

the possible location for a unique facility called a reserve 

training armory for sailors. Roosevelt, a sailing,enthusiast and

former assistant secretary of the Navy, backed the idea as a



5.

unique facet of his national preparedness campaign. The Navy 

selected Chavez Ravine in January 1935 from a list of forty 

suggestions for its natural defense position "inconspicuously

nested in the hills where raiding bombers in a possible attack by

"16enemy air forces will be least likely to damage it.

On December 13, 1935, the city council voted to donate the

The county promised $300,000 in materials if thenecessary land.

WPA would provide the labor, 

armory was the center of a swirling political whirligig.17 

timing, and political backbiting all played their roles.

By fall 1937, the proposed Navy

Cost,

Still,

WPA application number 25298 and registry numbers 324538-9 were

filed before year's end to request construction of a Navy and

Marine Corps Reserve Armory" in the ravine. But on January 14,

1938, the documents were withdrawn at the insistence of a group 

which argued the training building would interfere with a 

proposed 200-acre Mercado Pacific Exposition devoted'to improving 

trade with Asia. The Navy, however, was not willing to abandon 

the cite.18

Secretary of the Navy Claude A. Swanson and Deputy

Administrator, Major [MAJ] Lee S. Dillon, of the Army Corps of

Engineers, lobbied for the training building, though Swanson was

careful to add that the sea service had no funds to spare for the

Dillon answered the Mercado backers by insisting thateffort.

the armory required only 4 1/2 of the 200 acres needed for the
r

Both sides argued that their projects had firstexposition.
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claim on Chavez Ravine and counseled opponents to select from any

19a myriad of alternative sites.

the Navy as didThe chief engineer of Los Angeles supported

a prestigious citizens committee. Admiral William D. Leahy

openly backed funds for the armory, and a bill was introduced by

20Representative Charles Kramer to procure the federal money.

Navy and Marine Corps Reserve officers joined American

Legionnaires to request that Senator William G. McAdoo speak with 

the President. On the other side, a former president of the Los 

Angeles Chamber of Commerce, William Simpson, and the chief 

engineer of the Bureau of Light and Power, William Scattergood, 

carried the Mercado party line to Washington, D.C. with a flurry 

of long-distance telephone calls and telegrams.

Founding Fathers

The founding fathers of the Los Angeles'' Naval and Marine 

Corps Reserve Center included Lieutenant Commander [LCDR] John W.

George Hearst, Herman Spitzel, Captain [CAPT] 

Claude B. Mayo of the Eleventh Naval District, Marine Corps MAJ

Considine Jr • 9

Victor F. Bleasdale, and CAPT William F. Fox. These men told■ a

committee of the city council in February 1938, that a million-,

dollar building is bound to be good looking and good for the

We are appealing to all good citizens to back up our

They then pointed out that the
<

city had approved the project in 1935 and that the county and WPA

community.

request of immediate action.
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were waiting only for city approval to release the money and 

The Navy and Congress had voiced support so that the 

President's signature and city approval would assure an exciting 

new addition to the area.22

begin work.

The next day the LOS ANGELES TIMES told of enthusiastic

.a magnificent Naval Armory heard by the Cityreports on 0 0

Council Committee on Finance amidst an audience that included

representatives of some 170 American Legion posts.

D.W. Pontius countered that their group had spent in excess of

Simpson and

$110,000 on Mercado plans, and they promised to work vigorously 

for a presidential veto of any funds voted for the Naval Armory

project. CAPT Mayo complimented the armory concept as a

nation and a monumental contribution toprecedent for the 

national preparedness, 

as nearly complete.

American Legion promised to expend every effort to prevent future 

hostilities in the world though national defense and the training 

Little did he know that his words would describe

He described the plans and specifications

Commander (CDR) Russell Vi. Starr of the

of reserves.

America's international military policy through the next half

23century.

Representative Jerry Voorhis, who later became known as the 

man Richard Nixon defeated in his first congressional election of 

1946, called the Army Corps of Engineers on February 10 to check

Lieutenant ,Colonelon progress in the city council. F.C.

Harrington responded that the Mercado protests were falling on
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deaf ears and that the WPA was going to lobby Mayor Frank 

on the morrow. 24

Shaw

On the 11th, the mayor, who was facing serious

political issues elsewhere, was hesitant, but on February 16 the

council and mayor approved the plan to "a roar of applause" from

several hundred Navy and Legion members. Reserve CAPT William F.

Fox, project coordinator for the county, promised that grading

and construction of the base for a 180-by-800-foot structure

would be completed by July 1 to meet federal funding deadlines.

Simpson and Scattergood fought to the end, which occurred when 

their council contingent lost a delaying vote by a tie.25

The final vote on the armory land gift was unanimous on the

contain a provision that in the eventstipulation the grant deed

said real property shall cease at any time

it should revert to the city.

WPA formalized their commitments shortly thereafter for labor and

The TIMES predicted groundbreaking by May

to be used for said

The county andarmory purposes,

building materials.

At last the old converted garage at 1615 South Los Angeles15.

Street seemed destined for retirement as a reserve meeting

hall.26

CAPT Mayo was the Navy liaison and Stiles 0. Clements served

as chief architect. Mayor Shaw and Roger Jessup, chairman of the 

Board of Supervisors, signed the joint city-county agreement on 

The next day, the council instructed the city attorney 

to rule if a popular vote would be necessary before approving the
t

Representative Leyland Ford of Los Angeles introduced a

March 22.

armory.
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bill to appropriate $3 million foe the Mercado project which 

evidently had not died. The eight remaining pest house buildings

were fumigated and sold for salvage at $4,000. Actual

construction began April 1, when the LOS ANGELES EXAMINER

reported that the armory would train a full 1000-man battalion. 

The drill facility was of German design and said to be among the 

largest enclosed spaces without columns in the world.2?

Groundbreaking for the ambitious reinforced concrete

structure was held April 22, 1938 at 3:00 pm. Front page

stories in every Los Angeles newspaper bragged that the city

would have the largest naval armory in the world. CAPT Fox

a judge of Losarranged the ceremony with MAJ Joseph P. Spoul,

Angeles County Superior Court, as master of ceremonies. Jessup 

made the principal address. Rear Admiral [RADM] Sinclair Gorman, 

commandant of the Eleventh Naval District, spoke for the Wavy, 

and Major General Louis McCarthy Little, Commander of the Marine

Base in San Diego, held forth for the Marines. Mayor Shaw, Dr.

Starr, and the head of the state Veterans Bureau also attended.

Diving Navy bombers furnished a "roaring obligato" to the 

"staccato rhythm" of the clacking power shovel. The Navy was

28underway in Chavez.

The facility was designed to drill two regiments

simultaneously with two galleys, a rifle range, an indoor

swimming pool, and plush quarters for visiting flag officers and 

other dignitaries. The bomb-resistant structure could even house
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up to 3,500 refugees in case of a major natural disaster.2$ The 

TIMES called it a "mamouth structure" of "first importance to Los

"30Angeles, Southern California and the Pacific Coast.

The only delay in the construction schedule occurred in July

About 260 of the 400 WPA workers threw down their shovels1939.

and walked off the $1.1 million project as part of a one-day

strike over the new 130-hour-per-month requirement for WPA

workers passed by Congress in an effort to raise national

31productivity. In the spring of 1940, supervisors William S.

Smith, Gordon L. McDonnough, John Anson Ford, and Oscar Hauge 

inspected the project with construction coordinator Fox.32

War Changes Plans

When the war in Europe heated up in 1940, the supervisors 

formally asked the new Eleventh District Commander, RADM C.A.

Blakely, for assurances that the armory would be used exclusively 

for reserve training unless there was a national emergency. 

Reservists were already starting to meet at the unfinished armory 

as well as at the old centers on Main and Los Angeles streets. 

New seafaring battalions were being formed with some individuals 

being activated as early as November 1940.34 on behalf of the 

Navy, the TIMES invited musicians to join the Navy Reserve Band 

at the Los Angeles Street facility. The article guaranteed

33

immediate ratings transferrable if the unit were called to active

duty.
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That same month, CAPT Benjamin Pearlman of the Eleventh

Naval District, officially accepted the $1.3 million armory.

Peacetime was drawing to a close, and the Navy anticipated 

training some 1,200 signalmen and radio operators per year at the 

Los Angeles center in classes of 300 per quarter. Mayor Fletcher

Bowron, Supervisor John Anson Ford, and recently elected Sheriff

Eugene Biscialuz attended the dedication where CAPT Pearlman

called the center the "finest ediface for reserve training" he 

had ever seen. The opening was an "elaborate military and 

religious program" to coincide with Navy Day, October 24, 1940.^5

In November 1940, Congressman Ford reported that FDR had

approved another $255,549 for the new armory to be used on a

public address system, utilities, flag poles, gates, paving, and 

landscaping.

allocated.36 Then came Pearl Harbor, and thoughts of peacetime 

training centers gave way to "30 day wonders" who would join in 

the fight against Hitler and Mussolini. As a sign of the times,

Within nine months, an additional $75,000 would be

Rear Admiral Isaac C. Johnson, director of Navy Officer

Procurement, flew his flag at the center in late 1941 and early

194 2. Before another year was out, WESTWAYS reported that

'Something New Has Been Added at Chavez Ravine. The United ■-

States Navy is making men" out of "green boys" at the new 

communications school in the armory building. Top graduates 

could receive and send continental code at 25 words per minute, 

type 60 per minute, grasp radio theory, perform wig wag and flag
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hoist, and fire a rifle.37

The average age of enlisted recruits was 20 years, and the 

average weight gained during training was 12 pounds. Some

Besides a site for communicationsclasses swelled to 600 men.

training, the Los Angeles Armory served as a recruiting station,

receiving center and basic training facility. According to one

officer who later commanded the center building, 

everyone [from the West] who joined the Navy during the war went

virtual 1y

though the building. 

along the drill deck.38

Hundreds of would-be sailors slept on cots

Others bedded down in tent houses

■ erected across the upper center area where the cemetery once had

been.39

All the trainees "lived in. They rose at 5:30 a.m heard• f

lectures, drilled, "swilled chow," swam in the basement pool, and

Evening session lasted until 9:00 p.m.went to- class some more.

The armory was designed like a destroyerand --CDR Martin 

Dickinson insisted on proper Navy courtesy throughout drill 

areas, classrooms, labs, hospital areas, ship stores, and various

officer and enlisted clubs. CDR Dickinson, like his predecessor,

He had enlisted during anCAPT Mayo, was a World War I veteran.

administration of Theodore Roosevelt and had received training on 

ADM David Farragut's flagship, the HARTFORD. 40

Ensign (ENS) Rockey Spicer recalled the general confusion 

of his first day at Chavez. A few weeks after enlisting on 

September 4, 1942, he pulled into the "vast gravel parking lot"
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It With pants tooto take his cycle to become an "instant officer, 

tight and a jacket that flapped over his ample posterior, he

glanced about at the other candidates for clues to what he should

do when the bugle sounded and the flag rode up the mast. They

One ignored the bugle completely while tyingwere not much help.

Another placed his cap over his heart, 

saluted smartly, but admitted later that he had used the Boy 

Scouts' three-fingered salute.

Spicer who considered the exercise as a brief wartime parenthesis

Little did anyone know that the war

his shoe. A third

Navy acronyms baffled and amused

in his civilian career.

would continue for nearly five years and become the worst

conflagration in world history. Spicer and thousands of his

fellows would bleed Navy blue for the rest of their lives as

active duty and reserve sailors.

For then Spicer's hero was a 

enough hitches to hash him from wrist to shoulder.

IfChief Petty Officer with

II ffWith an

avuncular" attitude toward the "boots" this CPO spouted Navy

lore, signal flag and blinker, and the manual at arms with steady

Like militiamen since colonial times, Spicerassurance.

practiced drilling at home with a broomstick. Daily the

undaunted chief forced them to disrobe in the basement swimming

IIpool and churn 100 yards to the opposite side - 

requisite distance

presumably the

11 to save oneself if the ship was shot out from

ffThe chief was father confessor, mentor and cheerleaderunder.

IIalways ready with encouragement and gentle criticism.
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Spicer's class of 40 trainees provided men to take the watches on 

ships and advance island bases, skippers of LSTs and other craft, 

flag lieutenants, legal aides, public affairs officers, personnel 

experts, and unit leaders of island invasions.

Celebrities dropped by on occasion to boost morale and pose 

for the traditional public relations photos in support of the war 

Some offered greetings on the communications school's 

dally radio broadcast heard around the world over the Armed 

Forces Radio network.

41

effort.

Jack Benny's sidekick Dennis Day toured

the armory during ENS Spicer's training.

While ENS Spicer trained, a 5 ' 10 

alumna named Rebecca Stribling became the first local graduate of

Stanford University

ENS Stribling's first jobthe new Women of Annapolis program.

after the U.S. Naval Academy was at the Los Angeles Naval Reserve

Armory as assistant to LT Frances E. Shoup, the officer in charge 

of recruiting WAVES (Women Appointed for Voluntary Emergency

Service). ENS Stribling pretended not to be bothered by the 

many out-of~the-corner-of-the-eye glimpses" of the men. HardlyIt

a women's liberation proponent by modern standards, she seemed

grateful that the WAVES received pay equal to men of equal

though she did joke with reporters that the women were notrank,

allowed gold braid because 

themselves.42

the men used it all up on

Meanwhile, reservists continued to drill on Washington

Street opposite the old Knudson Creamery. One young sailor
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remembers visiting the radio school at Chavez to pick up some 

supplies. But the rest of the citizen sailors had to wait to 

occupy their training center. Uncle Sam still needed trained

active duty sailingmen. On November 30, 1942, the United States

government placed a "lis Pendens" on the rest of the vacant land

Eminent domain wasowned by the Jewish benevolent group.

executed in August 1943, leaving only subsurface oil rights to

43the former cemetery sponsors.

From 1943 to 1945, the armory popped out "trained" swabbies

like the automatic toasters that had become the rage in the shops

One local historian believes that thealong Hollywood Boulevard.

center also may have been used as a command post for police

IIduring the zoot suit riots of 1943, when Latin and Anglo

44residents battled in the streets of Los Angeles.

Navy reserve training centers continued to appear around the 

A contingent of reservists from Los Angeles, including 

CDR Douglas Fairbanks Jr

groundbreaking of the Pasadena Reserve Center, 

preceeded a great parade of honored guests which over the years 

included Omar Bradley, Earl Warren, Arnold Palmer, Walt Disney,

country.

were honored at the February 17, 1945• /

Fairbanks

Bob Hope, and Billy Graham, as well as astronauts, presidents and

heads of state who toured the facility when it became known as 

Anchor of the Tournament of Roses Parade. "45the

After V-J Day the Los Angeles Armory served as a separation
/

center for some 20,000 men, as much of the nation checked out of
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uniform and returned to civilian life. The postwar scene was 

utter confusion. Paperwork and old gear stacked from the basement

In most cases processing took 2-3 days. 

Homecoming sailors came by troop ship from Asia to San Francisco,

to the rafters.

via Hawaii, then by train to Los Angeles or Long Beach separation

Some 1500 men per day slept in hammocks or on thecenters.

ground outside, ate in the 24-hour chow hall, and enjoyed free

transportation to minor league baseball at Wrigley or Gilmore

fields, boxing at the Pan Pacific, or dancing at the Hollywood 

The gravel parking lot was filled with automobiles, and the 

sailors made good use of the obstacle course and baseball diamond 

in the nearby area presently occupied by the Los Angeles Dodgers

USO.

advanced ticket offices. Young Robert Stack and bandleader

Alvino Rey were a couple of the notables to receive their $100

checks at Chavez ravine.46'mustering out

In August 1946, while the 

separation action was still in full swing, President Harry S. 

Truman signed legislation authorizing

Not everyone forsook the Navy.

$24.5 million per year to

train naval reservists and assure an adequate number of officers

for America's peacetime Navy.

Flanders Fields to the Philippines were not quieted by the 

allies' ill-planned split of Western Europe with the Russians.47

Memories of the devastation from

Reservists Filter Back

By late summer of 1946, reservists started to filter back
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the first 31 pharmacists, boilertenders, and other needed rates

who had served in World War II left Chavez Ravine for the Far

well be World War III."52East and what the TIMES warned might

Once again the Los Angeles Armory became a recruiting,

processing, and training center, 

officers were called back.$3

Thousands of sailors and junior

One retired brigade commander

estimated that 50 percent of the drilling reservists were

recalled for Korea. Additional drills were scheduled in the

evenings to free the quarterdeck for new recruits during the

54day.

The Korean conflict inspired a rash of Hollywood films about

Navy movies such as Gary Cooper's 

Operation Pacific

World War II. Task Force

It with Ward Bond (1951),(1949) , The Frogmen

with Richard Widmark (1951), and "Cry For Happy" (1954) with

Donald O'Connor and Glenn Ford focused attention on Navy exploits 

in the war against the Axis powers and provided work for

reservists who were close to the armory. One teen-age recruit

recalls Joan Crawford showing up at the armory in January 1951 to 
cheer on the Marines before they shipped out.35 Future RADM John

Ford and Andy Devine also visited Chavez regularly.

of money to pay for using the

Once when

the Navy spurned Ford's offer

armory in a film, he sent out a crew to hang brand new doors at 

one of the front entrances as a token of his gratitude.56
As the Korean war wound down in January 1952, the

distinguished World War II veteran CAPT Herbert E. Claudius



18.

his band entertained at the 1946 Navy Reserve Ball. Red Skelton,

and Janis Paige shared the programs for Marine Corps 

balls in 1947 and 1948 at the Ambassador Hotel and elsewhere.50
Bob Crosby,

In November 1948, the Navy established volunteer public

relations units which included many outstanding names in the 

The Los Angeles companies featured James 

Bassett, a distinguished public affairs aide to ADM "Bull" Halsey

communications world.

and author of the classic novel IN HARM'S WAY; future Nixon

Communications Director Herb Klein; Ford Administration Chief of

Staff Robert Hartman, and such newspaper writers as James Bacon,

Erwin Baker, Hank Osborne, and Ferdinand Mendenhall. The first

reserve public affairs flag officer in the Navy, RADM Robert M.

Garrick, mustered These units werethen as a green lieutenant.

nonpay and offered only 24 drill opportunities per year.

By this time the Navy was promising a "reserve retirement" 

program for those who could garner 50 points per 'year over a 

20-year career. Pay billets were virtually nonexistant because 

so many former officers were willing to serve for free. 

Frequently, young men who barely missed the war would prove 
themselves by drilling for months in "civies" while they waited 

for their majority or for a billet to open up in an organized 

unit.51
In 1950, during a 30-day training cruise to Panama and

One sailor remembers worrying
<

that the cruise would be mobilized to guard the Canal.

Ecuador, the Korean War broke out.

In July,
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assumed command of the center. His watch saw another

demobilization effort and a re-emphasis on mobilization

readiness. On May 17, he posed with a budding starle tt to

highlight a grand Armed Forces Day Parade. CAPT Forrest R.

Bunker took over the center in January 1954 and remained until

October 1955. At the time 2,500 officers and men drilled at

Chavez Ravine in six surface divisions, two CB divisions, one

submarine division, and 18 other units. CAPT Bunker was a 1924

Naval Academy graduate and survivor of a Kamakaze attack aboard

the USS CALIFORNIA in the Philippine campaign of World War II.

He was succeeded in 1955 by a 1927 Annapolis graduate, CAPT Malen

Durski, who came from the staff of the supreme commander of the 

Atlantic fleet.57

The romance between the motion picture industry and the Navy 

continued to blossom under Captains Bunker and Durski.

Jeff Chandler and his Hollywood producers were so pleased with 

assistance provided 

classic film "Away all Boats

Superstar

the reservists in making thebyNavy

It that they sent buses to Chavez and

picked up hundreds of uniformed sailors to attend the opening at

Theater.5&Graumans Chinese Navy Surface Division 11-9

commander, CAPT Frank Geiser, made national news when he invited

pretty actress Yvonne Lime to be "Sweatheart of the Division

It There was nothing odd about an all-American girl with aBall.

couple of screen credits showing up at an armory dance. 

b"-movie singer named

But a

Ifrumor broke that her former leading man, a
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aa had proposed marriage.Elvis, At the news the press nearly

crowded the officers off the drill deck. No one knows who

masterminded the scam, but Evonne Lime and CAPT Geiser spent the 

evening denying the rumor, 

newspapers from California to Chicago.69

The fabrication made the wires and

The recession of Eisenhower's second term was not without

impact on the reserve center. Federal cutbacks reduced pay

billets and made for much tighter reporting procedures. The

IIII abandon ship drillsnightly meetings ended in as sailors

Everyone had to be verified by signing out oncrowded the exits.
and no one could endorse until the officiala muster sheet,

termination of the meetings. In October 1958, the Navy

Ifinstituted a new recall policy that those who are in a Naval

Reserve unit will be the last called to active duty, 
reservists who are not a member of a unit will be among the first

Those

Itrecalled to active duty in the event of an emergency. 

those who left the Navy without joining the reserves would lose

Also,

rate in case they were activated for another national emergency. 

Predictably, these warnings proved ineffective for coaxing a 

war-weary pool of veterans to affiliate with the reserves.60

Transcontinental Baseball

Toward the end of CAPT Bunker's command an obscure New York

lawyer named Walter O'Malley became impressed with the successful

relocation of the hapless Boston Braves baseball team to
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The wheels began to turn on the engine that would 

change the history of Los Angeles and link it with the rest of

Milwaukee.

America in ways that could never have been imagined by the

dwindling cadre of veterans who drilled at the almost forgotten

During the 1956 World Series, Los Angeles MayorChavez armory.

Norris Poulson pitched O'Malley and his faltering Brooklyn

Dodgers that transcontinental air service and a booming

population in Los Angeles provided the ideal environment for a

successful major league baseball franchise. The huge crowds

watching the recently transmigrated Cleveland Rams added credence

to his arguement.

Ironically, the same unlovely Chavez Ravine area that played

such a vital part in Poulson's election triumph over incumbent

Fletcher Bowron in 1953 and brought his greatest claim to fame in 

1958, eventually spelled his defeat at the

The story begins with President Harry S. Truman

hands of Sam

Yorty in 1960.

an advocate of public housing to improvewho was a postwar

shortage caused by returning vets and the resulting baby boom.

Truman aides worked with Bowron to condemn the shacks and old

houses on the hills overlooking he armory, in favor of new

federal housing. A 1952 referendum showed that an increasingly

conservative Los Angeles electorate was cool to the idea.
Bowron's defeat at the hands of the Republican Poulson who shared

So did

61the Eisenhower distaste for public housing.

Quietly Poulson borrowed $5,000 from the reclusive baseball



23.

fan Howard Hughes to fund a survey of Sulphur Ravine just over 

the hill from the Chavez Ravine site of the armory, 

suspect excuse of visiting the armory to review the sailors on a 

day when the reserves were not drilling, the mayor conferred with

Shortly thereafter, a 

citizens committee on parks recommended a grant of

On the

CAPT Bunker and looked over the area.

IIIIblue-ribbon

$2 million and 185 acres for the construction of a major baseball

stadium. Even Democratic Councilwoman Rosland Wyman believed the

hilly, unsightly, scarcely populated... ravine site would be 

suddenly transformed into a taxpaying paradise.

If

II Plans were

drawn in 1958, when comedian Joe E. Brown chaired a celebrity

which screened a telethon to benefit the baseballcommit tee

Movie heartthrobs Ronald Reagan and Debbie Reynoldsmovement.

hosted the show and raised money to fight a ballot initiative

move to Los Angeles.62designed to block the Dodgers

When Reserve Center Commander, CAPT John C. Martin, arrived

in August 1957, he decided to rally this rekindled interest in

the ravine to aid recruiting. His reservists were mobilized for

IIan ambitious recruiting campaign entitled Who. is the Man from

IIChavez Ravine. Posters were spread about the city, and a

It reception with celebrities was staged at theHollywood-type

11The outstanding reservist was dubbed The Man fromcenter.

IIChavez Ravine. A motorcade followed over to a nearby theatre

for a movie preview and party. Many people hate >the Dodgers to 

this day for what they regard as sharp financial dealings in
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though the Los Angeles victory over theobtaining the ravine,

Yankees at the Memorial Coliseum in the 1959 World Series placed

The stadium was completedthe detractors in a hopeless minority.

63in April 1962 at a total of $15.5 million.

Initially, O'Malley offered to buy the armory site and

The Navy might have jumped at theconstruct another elsewhere.

plan to relocate in modern facilities with better access to

public transportation, except that their deed allowed the city to

reclaim the property if it ever was used for private purposes. 

So O'Malley promised CAPT Roger Miller, who was center commander 

from September 1958 to July 1962, that he would build the Navy

the most impressive backyard in America, 

mixed remembrances of the stadium construction period, 

officer said it caused little disruption, but CAPT Miller

Retired reservists have

One

cannot

incessent traffic caused when someforget the choking dust and

15 million cubic yards of Sulpher Ravine was moved by the big

For the entire time the Dodgers played at theblue crew.

Coliseum sailors in uniform were admitted free. After the

opening of Dodger Stadium reservists reported that sailors still 

did not pay, and the center often provided bands and colorguards 

One former division commander remembers that groups 

of sailors would go to the stadium after drills to see the 

fleeting innings of a day game or take in a hot dog before a

for games.

64night event.

Through it all CAPT Miller had a reserve center to run.
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Enlistments were down in the postwar years, and he made

recruiting and public relations a high priority. In 1960, he

enlisted a Hollywood newcomer named Connie Stevens as a celebrity

judge for the first annual Reserve Center Auto Show attended by

The "big T. Q. (Ted Quillan) of rock-and-5,000 local car buffs.

roll giant KFWB radio helped judge tuck-and-rolled '57 Chevies

and whale-finned Plymouths from several western states. A year

later, Robert Stack returned to the center with his wife

Rosemary, a former Miss America, to help at the Auto Show.

Center units marched proudly in the 1960 and 1962 Veterans of 

Foreign Wars parades down Spring Street. CAPT Miller worked with

Revell Company to foster competition among reserve centers for

building elaborate model ships to exhibit in high schools and for 

other recruiting opportunities. He also made numerous speaking

His Marine counterpart at the center, Colonel Johnengagements.

Hopkins, opened the drill hall as storage to help the

A Navy Reserve colorguard raised the American 

flag on opening day at Dodger Stadium. CAPT Miller saw the

Toys-for-Tots.

Dodgers' arrival as a benefit to "recruiting and [the] community

"65status of the Training Center.

Dean Martin and Eddie Albert used the center for a film and

donated $150 toward the enlisted recreation fund. But the sailors

never received the money.

CAPT Lyle E. Strieker, died after arriving to take over his new 

assignment. The movie money was used to pay some high telephone

It seems that CAPT Miller's relief,
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bills and personal expenses of the widow not covered by the Navy.

Huff eventually succeeded Cap t Miller inCommander Kenneth P.

At the time approximately 36 units with 1,000July 1962.

66officers and 1,000 enlisted men drilled at Chavez Ravine.

The Directors Chairs

About this time another historical footnote dotted the pages

of the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center. It began many

years before when newspaper publisher William Randolph Hearst

started keeping company with actress Marion Davies. The Hearsts

had been political advocates of the armory in the 1930s, and

Davies had starred in more than 35 feature films. After Hearst's

Miss Davies inherited his cavernous Beverly Hills homedeath.

before marrying the one time stunt man and World War II merchant

n CAPT" Brown became a leader in themariner "CAPT" Horace Brown.

Beverly Hills Council of the Navy League which consisted of 

Hollywood celebrities and businesspeople who met in his mansion.

When Brown remodeled the meeting room, he ordered an enormous

inlaid conference table with elegant leather padded chairs. On

the backs were the members' names Governor Pat Brown, Freddie

de Cordova, Douglas Fairbanks Jr., John Ford, Clark Gable,

William Holden, John F. Kennedy, Tyrone Power, Ronald Reagan, 

Buddy Rogers, Robert Taylor, and others.6?

Meanwhile, "CAPT" Brown decided to adopt the,local reserve

center as his home away from home. Eventually he moved the
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conference table to Chavez Ravine along with a life-sized

portrait of Miss Davies which hung above the fireplace in one of

the most spectacular wardroom complexes of the United States 

Navy. He also tried to donate a classic 1942 Buick limosine to 

the Navy for chauffering admirals and other top brass. When the 

Navy turned him down, he gave the automobile to a newly 

established Sea Cadet unit. The special room was graced with a

number of Davies-Brown memorabelia and became a favored meeting 

place and fading reminder of more glorious years.

A succession of reserve center commanding officers had to

deal with "CAPT" Brown, including CDR Huff who served until May

Then CAPT George M. Conkey, a boxing champion at the Naval 

Academy and World War 11 veteran, came directly from the office

1964.

of the Secretary of Defense to assume command of the center. A

year later, Huff assumed command of the Los Angeles and Pasadena 

reserve centers concurrently for a time. It was probably during

Lockheed donated the Polaris missile stillthe early 1960s that

standing at the entrance to the center.

The Vietnam years dawned quietly for Navy reservists.

69

As

military advisors made their earliest estimates of rebel

strength, the center staff enlisted the buxom blonde Abby Dalton

to serve as queen of another Naval Reserve ball. As late as

aa TIMES article called the former armory1966, almost a ghost

obsolete" and "inoperative" equipment. 

the end of 1966 fear of the draft had built a waiting list of 700

building" with n But by
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the convertible drove through the double doors to the front

The beauty queen got out of the back seat and walked to 

the third rank of one unsuspecting unit. As the podium announced

ranks.

the name of a shocked petty officer as sailor of the quarter,
she planted a kiss on his lips and pulled him out of line. Off

they sped in the convertable for an afternoon on the town, while

a drill deck full of sailors decided to take the award more

seriously during the coming quarter. In other events of note,

CAPT Martin married the former Terry Ryan in the chapel on May

25, and Assistant Secretary of the Navy James D. Hittle was the 

main speaker at Navy Day ceremonies in October 1970.73

Protests Puzzled Reservists

As the 1960s drew to a close, something completely foreign 

to reservists happened. Vets of World War II remembered saving 

the world for democracy and the victorious returns of overseas 

veterans amidst cheering crowds. While the Korea War had done 

little to tarnish the invincible image of the American fighting 

man, it left bitterness and bewilderment. By the late 1960s, a

new generation had grown up knowing nothing of the 

and being less than impressed with the Korean showing of their

A professor in Palo Alto

great war

insisted thatelementary school years.

the holocaust had not even happened, and some civil rights

leaders were calling Vietnam a race war. These peace protestors

rejected the domino theory that supported U.S. intervention in
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Southeast Asia and considered the prevailing South Vietnamese

regime no more corrupt than Ho Chi Minh's communists of the
The protestor ranks swelled with the body count and 

continuing racial tension.

North.

Across America uniformed military

reservists became easy targets for violent pacifists.

CAPT Bob Bollinger remembers his astonishment when the first

protestors demonstrated at the 1969 armed forces parade in

He had viewed them on television and been amused byTorrance.

Now it sickened him to seetheir outlandish hairdos and attire.

young people degrade the flag of a nation that had risked its 

collective lives to protect freedoms then so blatantly misused.

IIII he insisted. "But I took their bizarreI was not a warmonger,

insults personally because I believed we were the only force

Within a couple of 

years the protests had gotten so extreme that the center employed 

an armed guard to police the grounds for bombs.?4

supporting democracy in Southeast Asia.

Occasionally, protestors would pose as enlistees to gain

Then they would perform protest acts.entrance at the center.

Pacifist or irresponsible sailors who avoided drills were

referred to the commandant of the Eleventh Naval District and

often activated.?5 Before the Vietman War had come to a close, ■ 
CAPT Eric T. Seibert was relieved for a month by LCDR Jack E. 

Richardson until the arrival of CAPT William P. Ferguson in 

The center was painted in OctoberAugust 1971. 1972 at a cost
of $36,000, and its use for community service was heightened.
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Underpriviledged children, the YMCA, law enforcement officers and 

various professional groups were invited to enjoy the classroom, 

basketball and swimming facilities.7^ Sometime around 1972, 

University of Southern California Professor John A. Schutz of 

nearby White Knoll remembers a swarm of helicopters and Secret 

Service agents descending on Chavez Ravine when President Richard

M. Nixon landed his entourage there for a motorcade to the

Dorothy Chandler Pavillion and a political fundraiser. The FBI

cordoned off the entire area and dotted the surrounding hills

77with sharpshooters.

Zimmerman relieved CAPT Ferguson in June 1974CAPT James A.

and served until 1977, when CAPT Thomas A. Davis took charge for

During the Davis command the Government Servicesa year.

Administration made a field inventory. They found an

administration and training building, carpenter 

shop, service station, classrooms, vehicle repaii: shops, and 

various storage facilities. 

served an average of 915 reservists per month on 10.79 acres. 

The main building measured 113,484 square feet with about 

15,000-plus square feet in auxiliary buildings.

shop, gardener

Some 35 military and five civilians

The Coast Guard

and Army Corps of Engineers also used the facility and its

parking for 500 cars. Twenty-eight units were aboard with the

Pasadena Center under Los Angeles jurisdiction. The value of the

physical structures was estimated at $1,545,828, with the land
worth substantially more. CAPT Davis was succeeded in October
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1978 by CAPT Richard E. Flynn.78

Two years later, on September 27,1980, between 9:30 and

a major fire broke out in the administration building11:30 a.m • /

of the center that required 160 firefighters to extinguish. At

first the damage was estimated at a half million dollars, but

later estimates placed the loss at well over one million 

dollars.78 Fireman Frank Hotchkin of Newbury Park became the

first uniformed fatality at the Los Angeles Naval Reserve

Center, and four firefighters were treated for injuries at a 

nearby hospital, 

concrete shell.8^ Under the direction of CAPT Albert G. Catriz,

80 The fire gutted a 39,260-square-foot

who commanded from June 1980 to August 1984, and CAPT William H.

Haushalter, the center was slowly rebuilt. Reservists had to

make do with trailors and temporary partitions on the drill deck

until the main building was reopened on August 16, 1986, at a

To compound the crowdingcost of nearly $5 million dollars.

problem, newly elected President Ronald Reagan coined the term 
to describe the expansion and intergration of the

In addition to the new recruits,

aOne-Navy

reserves with the regular Navy.

one-day-per-month units were upgraded tocategory-B,many
two-day-per-month drilling, and training wascategory-A," 

intensified.82

The Navy waffled for several years over whether to repair

the old structure or rebuild elsewhere. A 1972 report from a

Navy auditor suggested that much of the surrounding land was
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excess and that the government could realize about $5 million by 

not rebuilding.

building costs and the sale of

The cost avoidance was broken down into $4.1 in

the remaining land at about $3

The improvements had been estimated as worth inper square foot.

excess of $15.3 million before the fire and $13 million 

thereafter, on land valued at about $4.1 million. But the

newly remodeled Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center in Chavez

Ravine was estimated to be worth above $17 million at its

reopening on August 16, 1986. If its future experiences in any

way parallel the event-filled past, the Navy and Marine Corps 

Reserve Center in Los Angeles will continue to be associated with

some of America's most significant personalities and historical 

events.

Though the militia concept dates back hundreds of years, 

Frankin D. Roosevelt added a collorary which might be called the 

"professionalism of the reserve military." ' Thereafter, the

emphasis on the term "citizen soldier" moved decidedly to the

Phrases such as "mobilization readiness" and "Oneright word.

Navy" were increasingly applied to reservists. The Naval and 

Marine Corps Reserve Center in Los Angeles developed a special 

relationship with the historically significant motion picture and 

professional baseball industries not shared by other similar

facilities. Yet all the while, the history of this local

facility was a microcosm of U.S. military policy and its effects

on a specific area of the country.
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NAVAL AND MARINE CORPS RESERVE CENTER LOS ANGELES

ROLL OF COMMANDING OFFICERS

COMMANDING OFFICER TENURE

22 APR 1940CAPTAIN CLAUDE B. MAYO

REAR ADMIRAL ISAAC C. JOHNSON 1941 1942

OCT 1942COMMANDER MARTIN DICKINSON

18 JAN 1952 -• 25 JAN 1954CAPTAIN HERBERT G. CLAUDIUS

25 JAN 1954 - 31 OCT 1955CAPTAIN FORREST R. BUNKER

31 OCT 1955CAPTAIN MALEN DURSKI

AUG 1957 ~ 04 SEP 1958CAPTAIN JOHN C. MARTIN

CAPTAIN ROGER F. MILLER 04 SEP 1958 - 02 JUL 1962

02 JUL 1962 - 02 MAY 1964COMMANDER KENNETH P. HUFF

02 MAY 1964 30 JUN 1965CAPTAIN GEORGE M. CONKEY

COMMANDER KENNETH P. HUFF 30 JUN 1965

NOV 1966 - 01 SEP 1967CAPTAIN CURTIS L. TARBELL

CAPTAIN ROBERT D. MARION 01 SEP 1967 21 JUL 1969

CAPTAIN WILLIAM MARTIN 21 JUL 1969 29 JUN 1970

CAPTAIN ERIC T. SEIBERT 29 JUN 1970 - 29 JUN 1971

LCDR JACK E. RICHARDSON 29 JUN 19 71 03 AUG 1971

CAPTAIN WILLIAM P. FERGUSON 03 AUG 1971 - 19 JUN 1974

19 JUN 1974CAPTAIN JAMES A. ZIMMERMAN 24 SEP 1977

CAPTAIN THOMAS A. DAVIS 24 SEP 1977 27 OCT 1978

CAPTAIN RICHARD E. FLYNN 27 OCT 1978. - 28 JUN 1980

CAPTAIN ALBERT G. CATRIZ 28 JUN 1980 - 18 AUG 1984

CAPTAIN WILLIAM H. HAUSHALTER 18 AUG 1984 16 AUG 1986
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THE EARLY DAYS — U.S. Naval & Marine Corps Reserve Center, Los Angeles, shortly after World War II.

A History of the U.S. Naval & Marine Corps 

Reserve Center, Los Angeles

a large tree near the comer of the present center building is 
said to have been a hanging tree used by local vigilantes.

In 1854 the first charitable society in Los Angeles, the 
Hebrew Benevolent Society, was founded. One of its first 
acts was to charter a Jewish cemetery on the upper plateau of 
what is now center property. The only Jewish mayor of Los 
Angeles, Acting Mayor Bernard Cohen, was buried on the 
site in 1869. The Home of Peace Cemetery was moved 
shortly after the turn of the century to the mid-Wilshire 
area.

In the 1860’s, a ring for bullfighting and cockfighting 
occupied the mouth of the ravine, while a brickyard and 
small pox isolation hospital shared the upper portion of the 
ravine. An early settler, Harris Newmark, reported that small 
pox epidemics visited Los Angeles about every other year 
after 1850, killing off most of the surviving Indians and many 
others. The small pox wagon, dubbed "Black Maria,” was a 
frequent sight on its journey from the homes with the yellow 
quarantine flags to the awesome and crowded isolation 
hospital in Chavez Ravine.

In the 1930’s a new vaccine put the small pox "pest house 
out of business. The hospital buildings remained on site 
until 1938, when ground was broken for a new Navy & 
Marine Corps Armory.

when commissioned shortly before America’s entry 
into World War II, the U.S. Navy & Marine Corps Armory in 
Chavez Ravine made history as the largest facility designed 
for reservists in the United States. But long before the first 
reservist marched across the drill deck, Chavez Ravine 
found its way into the history books as an Indian village, 
campsite for early American explorers, cemetery and 
hospital.

EARLY HISTORY
The Yang-na Indians were the first recorded residents of 

the ravine. In 1769 the site was visited by the Don Gasparde 
Portola expedition, which set up camp nearby on its journey 
from Mexico to Monterey to colonize Alta California.

One of the little colonies — Pueblo de Los Angeles — grew 
rapidly. An early settler, Julian Chavez, became assistant 
mayor in 1838 and also served as a councilman, judge and 
county supervisor under Mexican and then U.S. rule. He 
settled in the ravine sometime after 1844, hence the name 
Chavez Ravine. A neighbor, Jose Andres Sepulveda, built a 
small reservoir on what is now Reserve Center property, and

»



ENTER THE NAVY
The idea of building a reserve training armory for sailors 

v proposed by a group of citizens in 1934 during the 
Jv., ns of the Great Depression. Funding — which would 
not only finance the center but also boost the local economy 
— was to come from President Franklin Roosevelt’s Works 
Progress Administration (WPA). Roosevelt, a sailing enthu
siast and former Assistant Secretary of the Navy, backed the 
idea as a unique wrinkle in his national “preparedness" 
campaign. From a list of 40 possible sites, the Navy selected 
Chavez Ravine in 1935 for its natural defense position 
"inconspicuously nested in the hills where raiding bombers 
in a possible attack by enemy air forces will be least likely to 
damage it."

For two years the proposal wound its way through the 
political minefields of Washington and Los Angeles. An 
opposing group wanted to use the site as part of a 200-acre 
Pacific Rim Trade Exposition. Finally, in February 1938, the 
Los Angeles City Council voted unanimously to give the 
land to the Navy — on the stipulation the grant deed contain 
a provision that “in the event said real property shall cease at 
any time to be used for said armory purposes” it should 
revert back to the city.

In March Mayor Frank Shaw and County Supervisor 
Roger Jessup signed the joint city-county agreement, 
releasing WPA funds. And on April 21 at 3 p.m. ground was 
broken — the beginning of a drill facility said to be among 
the largest enclosed spaces without columns in the world.

The facility was designed to drill regiments simul
taneously with two galleys, a rifle range, an indoor swim- 
r pool and plush quarters for visiting flag officers and 
oi,.„r dignitaries. In 1940 reservists were already starting to 
meet at the unfinished armory, and on Oct. 24 CAPT 
Benjamin Pearlman of the Eleventh Naval District officially 
accepted the Chavez Ravine facility in Navy Day cere
monies.

During World War II the armory took on the job of 
turning out active duty sailors, serving as a communications 
school, recruiting station, induction center and basic 
training facility. Trainees lived aboard, sleeping on cots on 
the drill deck and in tent houses on the upper plateau.

After V-J Day the armory served as a separation center for 
some 20,000 men. By mid-1946, with demobilization still in 
full swing, reservists started to filter back to claim the armory 
for its intended purpose.

It was during the early post-war years that the Los Angeles 
Naval Reserve Center established a reputation as the 
wardroom for celebrities, including reserve officers Jackie 
Cooper, Glenn Ford, Douglas Fairbanks Jr., John Gavin 
and John Ford. Many of their friends — including future 
President Ronald Reagan — stopped by for parties or just to 
visit.

The Reserve Center drew legendary names from other 
fields. The Volunteer Public Relations Unit, formed in 1948, 
included James Bassett, author of “In Harm’s Way”; Herb 
Klein, director of White House communications in Presi
dent Richard Nixon’s administration; Robert Hartman, 
c c of staff for President Gerald Ford; and Robert M. 
C .rick, the Navy’s first reserve public affairs flag officer.

During 1950 war broke out in Korea, and jn July the first 
31 L.A. Reserve Center veterans of World War II shipped out 
to Southeast Asia. Once again the armory became a 
recruiting, processing and training center. About half of the
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ROLL OF RESERVE CENTER 
COMMANDING OFFICERS

CAPT Claude B. Mayo
CDR Martin Dickinson

CAPT Herbert G. Claudius
CAPT Forrest R. Bunker

CAPT John C. Martin
CAPT Roger F. Miller
CDR Kenneth P. Huff

CAPT George M. Conkey
CAPT Curtis L. Tarbell

CAPT Robert D. Marion
CAPT William Martin
CAPT Eric T. Seibert

LCDR Jack E. Richardson
CAPT William P. Ferguson

CAPT James A. Zimmerman
CAPT Thomas A. Davis
CAPT Richard E. Flynn
CAPT Albert G. Catriz

CAPT William H. Haushalter
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45 YEARS AGO — A time capsule is sealed into the Reserve Center cornerstone during dedication ceremonies Oct. 24, 194v

reservists were recalled to active duty before the fighting was 
over, when the center again was overtaken by a massive 
demobilization effort.

through the double doors of the drill deck and drove up to 
the front ranks. Miss Los Angeles hopped out of the back 
seat, marched up to an unsuspecting Sailor of the Quarter, 
planted a kiss on his lips and the two rode off for an 
afternoon on the town.

In 1972 a swarm of helicopters and the Secret Service 
descended on the Reserve Center when President Nixon 
landed there for a motorcade to the Dorothy Chandler 
Pavilion for a political fund raiser. The FBI cordoned off the 
ravine and dotted the hills with sharpshooters. .

In 1978 the government took a field inventory of the 
center. It found an administration and training building, 
carpenter shop, gardener shop, service station, classrooms, 
vehicle repair shops and various storage facilities. Some 35 
military and five civilians served about 900 reservists per 
month on 10.79 acres. Twenty-eight units were aboard, and 
the value of the physical plant was estimated at $1,545,828.

On the morning of Sept. 27, 1980, fire swept the main 
building. Los Angeles City fireman Frank Hotchkin was 
killed battling the blaze, and four firefighters were injured. 
For nearly five years reservists made do with trailors and 
temporary facilities while the main building was being 
rebuilt. Repairs were completed at a cost of about $4.5 
million, and the center was reopened by CAPT William H 
Haushalter in ceremonies Aug. 16, 1986.

NEW NEIGHBORS
The remainder of the 1950’s passed quietly, with activities 

at the Reserve Center winding down due to tight money and 
the political temper of the time. Little did the reservists know 
that plans were in the works to shake the very earth of 
Chavez Ravine by erecting Dodger Stadium.

In 1956 Mayor Norris Poulson suggested to Walter 
O’Malley that he bring his faltering Brooklyn Dodgers to 
Los Angeles. After two years of rumors and backstage 
politics, a 1958 citizens committee recommended granting 
185 acres for the construction of a major baseball stadium in 
Sulphur Ravine, next door to Chavez Ravine. More than 15 
million cubic yards of dirt was moved, often tying up traffic 
near the center, and in 1962 Dodger Stadium was completed 
at a cost of $15.5 million.

The Vietnam period dawned quietly for the Reserve 
Center, but by 1966 fear of the draft built a waiting list of 700 
would-be enlistees. In 1967 some 1,500 reservists drilled at 
the center and rate training classes had grown from four to

In 1970 the Sailor of the Quarter award began attracting 
serious attention following a surprise presentation cere
mony. During a full-dress inspection a convertible rolled

32.



I

I
/■ 1C

Rill
—a hi

-»»

rr

/
,v31* /ji )ji

w£ - tv*
--•>

/ ..

/
>*

//
/«I

i* ■ i

/
i&fia

frr I
.r*

V;: i
r»r s
hi I

i f'I • s<-■ iat ifcr || \rr ms
yii r.t * ’•

r+>/. \
s

va r/*"* \.-

B?
r ■

r'<a

f•r>:(jtii iy^',y<■'r .*>

i#!
\

3i> ►v

Lv *r A1“!i?3V£J r
M*

/•
v

/
f

>JU•. *v
✓ r' r-^r Cl I•/*

>sr i

MS

ti
r

j .

r y <y*5c .»
nrt ff fc

it
I'

8

I »r
iw y vi Bi :

r
* Jtk y

r,
V

ftY
7a V

^iii J: 1

j&i /i
2Xiy

i
y* / /

snV

fi bt'j

r> y;
m &v»: t.r#/■ /i rK Z .-•■i

j */j6
>! ;

J, ■

:W
m \&?! wr • e

/f/A i1

K
• * >

u .'y
jTn r,

rf/i *
fi

l.-«'t* . ^

lv
f

2f.

'*%

■ 5

a.
f;

.i

’t.' .><’,



f 2 '
•“V>
•VpL
'''?■■ A. ** f. »;h? .

Z#8*

i

Int
%s\ '

' f,
•3

A

%V.<» >v

s
s «
o';J ?.-•■:! . -

4?
/ v»j

j

/. ■ t . s' yi* . i;>x. r>.( : -< tv*.
>'Sfi

•#
*• » 

1iX
r..

t,t
V;:, J- ' <»-» f-
f;tV ..7'

■*' *IJ|U i:■<■. ;d.\i i

I

m ,3?i

!h> > K»i •» ■ ' |‘

*:b
.1} -■* h‘ ■ A?t >3 . '■ 5

I • X.X •: j.js 5:Vf

# ' § si ' i• >-•/> Hi...h

‘Hi
:®t3

ri

!i *\X\
X'!"V

/■ sW-fit■■•'It)V:jL -
1

iSfi
\ , ' is1,.l’ siv

■ ' M.

M
JL i

m.
m

10
•it

iij 5 >v

**■* f ■:->*s 5, ]M.'«

Hi Pii! Msv

ItX.- »>?A r tSf?
i/*V

•;

At-tiT
■i«! \

::V- y'i
V*, .1ii-n i. iii .

«Vft X/V•It '.1 x> *. \
4 V-Vi.

i
•' S3. A *\ .1

.-4 • m TaV5SS5 ? Si i

i
a*-

II\ '3 y

i
^ . T,

H •i

^ 4 ilH
s

ife/i
a?

'.: \ ;-

iVHi:
a-L \ ■i' ?,{

i\VP - f.< t.
tfc’. •• I?: 4

1
\ \V*t *.-S>

mdil ffl
m

k '• /;
M

»*•

VP- ; * ss >-<

1
tic?#

£
*t . [Jirfsi>1 ■ili. ‘4

A f

■.i‘VA K"> /j

m■»Vft r-.ffj >1 l> EJK-W ‘Si BV
I

\ \i.'irAHL*i
i

mm

\
i£ ■IIIi/ar v•V

» V 'i
m.- i 51,

\i [!,ii

i|»

1i >*: i

x- I
ic

11 i

imf* >t®!
r v>W K-i:u>

iif
a■;rvr.

VI it".

•Vyvj
" ! ITft' vt cr W

iU-xA.
i W,0^ i ;7H5I7

i
i/

»■■•

/
/

/ i



'f**V

/>•;
v

s

V X1
,* 5. • • 

<r.<-’ ’ / * ■W’,

•i’-J
> l.*'.

r' •
•S ;

’(» ■i
4 V\-'.v

m-
- -

iV c"..:/
i

:
;• •

■ r.. ■
.’•St-" .I f y • *

» ;C *
' • '»/* lliv

-r .*• • .: • ■
ViV^> .v^Hv*i *

•’•5- • , • • j*1

‘y ■ vv< < i.'•r-dfe;'
>//>*• .• -lV

:> •
I

vm-Kjl¥4i
tj ;i :i-. • ’•i t *.’ * ‘

I..*
.»?> '.Lf.'/r-,*-;

‘ o.v:: i.i. 7 » V . • ' .- vji j
- -:;-r*;V?r3E

V : i * •

I^'v: >■* '*’• •■i •.. ..
»,V V-j !

.v'cdr*-* A'.’*v:' ?«*.•.
-V-. : /

“'■■J.

M ’ lr "
s

4

i.' V A•>r.- i
• a>ni « » ~i t «n > ~«r»vu ma «:.n»t t; 4 I ' * 4 i I * » 

^ ..1
MUjt :>• ve .

mK % I

«... , .

S»®»SE8»«»
2**, v^ss;.;; .’■ • v*. ~1.-J’ • - - j->v«

n m ^ „. rv$*,?:£
"* • A-V -n-y-

. i it: " f*
:4 \.-i c’/4 '•v-:

• t - 4 -'

v'Tv/j’/. •I

%|a.^ f.i
V.• t** i-: • r % jL

Rendering shows U.S. Navy & Marine Corps Reserve Armory in Los Angeles which is undergoing a Sri.S-miilion rer.ovsilon.

Lbs Angeles Navy, Marine 
Armory in Renovation
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#972: Navy and Marine Corps Reserve Center

1700 Stadium Way, Los AngelesLocation:
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From the 
Guidebook:

Designed as the largest enclosed structure without walls in the world by noted California architects Robert Clements 
and Associates, this Art Deco building, constructed between 1938 and 1941 by the WPA, is the largest and second- 
oldest Navy Reserve Center in the United Stages. It has served as the induction, separation, and training center for 
more than 100,000 sailors since World War II well as the filming site for countless motion pictures and television 
shows.
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Accessed: 16-07-2015 16:39 UTC wHEN THE NAVAL AND MARINE CORPS ARMORY 

in Los Angeles, California, was completed in 1940, it 
became the largest facility designed for reservists in 

the United States. Soon similar reserve centers were erected 
across the nation to meet the needs of America’s wartime and 
“cold war” defense. Mobilization readiness for possible inter
vention around the globe became the watchword of these reserve 
facilities. The history of the Los Angeles reserve center has 
since its founding mirrored the ever-changing foreign policy of 
nine United States presidents.

Long before the historic groundbreaking, the Chavez site 
C-^-.had echoed the sounds of America’s past. Originally a Yang-na 

Indian village and burial ground, in 1769 it was a campsite for 
the famous Gaspar de Portold expedition from Baja California to 
Monterey.1A nearby monument marks the stopping off place of 
this party which was dispatched to explore Alta California.2

The ravine was named later for Julian Chavez (1810-1879), 
who arrived in the area from Abiquiu, New Mexico, in the 1830s 
and lived in the ravine sometime after 1844. Over the years of 
Mexican and United States rule, he served variously as assistant 
mayor, councilman, judge, and county supervisor. The 1850 
census lists him as a farmer with thirteen in the household and 
holdings estimated at an impressive $800.3 Another inhabitant 
of the ravine was Jos6 Andrfes Sepulveda who owned a small 
reservoir. The quiet of the beautiful area may have been des
troyed in the late 1800s by vigilante hangings on a large tree 
near the corner of the present center building.4

When the Hebrew Benevolent Society founded the first char
itable society of Los Angeles in 1854, it asked the city for some

REFERENCES
Linked references are available on JSTOR for this article:
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land on the upper plateau of the current center property to 
establish a cemetery. The land was granted by the city for $1.00. 
The first Jewish child to die in Los Angeles and the only Jewish 
mayor, Bernard Cohen, were buried there. The mayor received 
the most elaborate funeral in city history. At the time of his 
death, Cohen was worth in excess of $300,000. John Jones, the 
father of Mrs. James B. Lankershim, who died of smallpox in 
1876, was also interred in the same burial grounds.5 Ironically, 
this future site of a military training center was at the time called 
the “Home of Peace Cemetery.

Between 1902 and 1910 the cemetery was moved by the 
Congregation B'nai B’rith of the Wilshire Temple to the Mid- 
Wilshire area. The cemetery had become, one critic observed, 
“almost inaccessible because of the oil wells, derricks, tanks, 
brickyards, and kilns nearby, the smoke from which discolored 
the shrubbery” and made the monuments “black and un
sightly.” When the bodies were moved, the city used the land to 
enlarge the nearby smallpox isolation hospital and improve the 
sewer line to Bernard Street.7

The brickyard was owned by “Irish Joe” Mullally, a coun
cilman and local politician. His double kiln fired more than a 
half-million bricks in the month of October 1869 and some nine 
million in the boom year of 1888. Bricks from the Mullally yard 
built Ross House, the Bryson Building, the city’s first school- 
house, and shops in the Arcadian block.8 Just a short distance 
down from the brickyard at the mouth of the ravine, Angelenos 
attended bullfights and cockfights as well as bull and bear 
baitings for entertainment, eight decades before the arrival of 
Walter O’Malley and his trolley-car Dodgers from Brooklyn.9

An early Jewish settler, Harris Newmark, described how 
smallpox epidemics visited Los Angeles about every two years 
after 1850. “The effect was exceedingly bad,.. .[with] the whole 
population on such friendly footing with death. The smallpox 
wagon, dubbed ‘Black Maria,’ was a frequent sight” on its 
morbid journey from the homes with yellow quarantine flags to 
the “awesome and crowded” pesthouse in Chavez Ravine.10 The 
smallpox isolation hospital had been constructed by authority of 
an ordinance dated January 24,1862, which placed it within the 
supervision of the city board of health.11 The pesthouse opened

in July 1868 under the leadership of Dr. Henry S. Orme. Orme 
was a former Confederate medical officer from Philadelphia by 
way of Oglethorpe University in Georgia. He earned $10 per day 
and depended heavily upon the nursing aid of the Catholic 
Sisters of Charity.

Nearby Elysian Park, containing 532 acres of hills and val
leys, was set aside as a recreation area in 1886. A decade later, in 
the panic of 1896, the businessmen of the city raised $20,000 to 
pay laborers $1 per day for clearing land and building new 
roads.13 One part of the park was a botanical garden beginning 
in the 1890s. In 1920 the city dedicated its first “free automobile 
campground” nearby. Pistol competition and housing for the 
1932 Olympics were provided in what four years later would 
become the Los Angeles Police Academy. Thereafter, the police 
and naval reservists generously shared facilities in a relation
ship which benefits both to this day.

12

”6

N

During the 1930s the smallpox epidemics abated with the 
widespread use of a new vaccine. The old pesthouse site was 
used for a time as a garbage dump because no one had any 
money to improve real estate during the Depression.15 However, 
by late 1934 the city began to covet funds from President Frank
lin D. Roosevelt’s Works Progress Administration (WPA). First, 
a citizens’ group proposed the pesthouse tract along with several 
other sites as the possible location for a unique facility called a 
“reserve training armory” for sailors. Roosevelt, a sailing 
enthusiast and former assistant secretary of the navy, backed 
the idea as a unique facet of his national preparedness campaign. 
The navy selected Chavez Ravine in January 1935 from a list of 
40 suggestions for its natural defense position “inconspicuously 
nestled in the hills where raiding bombers in a possible attack 
by enemy air forces will be least likely to damage it.”

On December 13, 1935, the city council voted to donate the 
necessary land. The county promised $300,000 in materials if 
the WPA would provide the labor. By fall 1937 the proposed 
navy armory was the center of a swirling political whirligig. 
Cost, timing, and political backbiting all played their roles. Still, 
WPA application number 25298 and registry number 324538-9
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and begin work. The Navy and Congress had voiced support so 
that the President’s signature and city approval would assure 
an exciting new addition to the area.

The next day the Los Angeles Times told of “enthusiastic 
reports on .. .a magnificent Naval Armory” heard by the City 
Council Committee on Finance amidst an audience that included 
representatives of some 170 American Legion posts. Simpson 
and D. W. Pontius countered that their group had spent in excess 
of $110,000on Mercado plans, and they promised to work vigor
ously for a presidential veto of any funds voted for the naval 
armory project. Captain Mayo complimented the armory concept 
as a precedent for the nation and a monumental contribution to 
national preparedness. He described the.plans and specifications 
as nearly complete. Commander Russell W. Starr of the Ameri
can Legion promised to expend every effort to prevent future 
hostilities in the world through national defense and the training 
of reserves. Little did he know that his words would describe 
America’s international military policy through the next half 
century.

Congressman Jerry Voorhis, who later became known as the 
man Richard Nixon defeated in his first congressional election 
of 1946, called the Army Corps of Engineers on February 10 to 
check on progress in the city council. Lieutenant Colonel F.C. 
Harrington responded that the Mercado protests were falling on 
deaf ears and that the WPA was going to lobby Mayor Frank 
Shaw on the morrow.24 On the 11th, the mayor, who was facing 
serious political issues elsewhere, was hesitant, but on February 
16 the council and mayor approved the plan to “a roar of 
applause” from several hundred Navy and Legion members. 
Reserve Captain William F. Fox, who was selected project coor
dinator for the county, promised that the grading and construc
tion of the base for a 180-by-800-foot structure would be 
completed by July 1 to meet federal funding deadlines. Simpson 
and Scattergood fought to the end, which occurred when their 
council contingent lost a delaying vote by a tie.24

The final vote on the armory land gift was unanimous with 
the stipulation that the grant deed “contain a provision that in 
the event said real property shall cease at any time to be used for 
said armory purposes,” it should revert to the city. The county

were filed before year’s end to request construction of a “Navy 
and Marine Corps Reserve Armory” in the ravine. But on Janu
ary 14,1938, the documents were withdrawn at the insistence of 
a group which argued the training building would interfere with 
a proposed 200-acre Mercado Pacific Exposition devoted to 
improving trade with Asia. The Navy, however, was not willing 
to abandon the site.18

Secretary of the Navy Claude A. Swanson and Deputy 
Administrator, Major Lee S. Dillon, of the Army Corps of Engi
neers, lobbied for the training building, though Swanson was 
careful to add that the sea service had no funds to spare for the 
effort. Dillon answered the Mercado backers by insisting that 
the armory required only 41£ of the 200 acres needed for the 
exposition. Both sides argued that the projects had first claim on 
Chavez Ravine and counseled opponents to select from any of a 
myriad of alternative sites.

The chief engineer of Los Angeles supported the Navy as did 
a prestigious citizens committee. Admiral William D. Leahy 
openly backed funds for the armory, and a bill was introduced 
by Representative Charles Kramer to procure the federal 
money.20 Navy and Marine Corps reserve officers joined Ameri
can Legionnaires to request that Senator William G. McAdoo 
speak with the President. On the other side, a former president 
of the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce, William Simpson, 
and the chief engineer of the Bureau of Light and Power, William 
Scattergood, carried the Mercado party line to Washington, 
D.C., with a flurry of long-distance calls and telegrams.21

The founding fathers of the Los Angeles Naval and Marine 
Corps Reserve Center included Lieutenant Commander John W. 
Considine, Jr., George Hearst, Herman Spitzel, Captain Claude 
B. Mayo of the Eleventh Naval District, Marine Corps Major 
Victor F. Bleasdale, and Captain William F. Fox. These men told 
a committee of the city council in February 1938, that “a million 
dollar building is bound to be good looking and good for the 
community. We are appealing to all good citizens to back up our 
request of immediate action.” They then pointed out that the 
city had approved the project in 1935 and that the county and 
WPA were waiting only for city approval to release the money

2 ;
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and WPA formalized their commitments shortly thereafter for 
labor and building materials. The Times predicted ground
breaking by May 15. At last the old converted garage at 1615 
South Los Angeles Street seemed destined for retirement as a 
reserve meeting hall.26

Captain Mayo was the Navy liaison and the renowned Stiles
0. Clements served as chief architect. Mayor Shaw and Roger 
Jessup, chairman of the board of Supervisors, signed the joint 
city-county agreement on March 22. The next day, the Council 
instructed the city attorney to rule if a popular vote would be 
necessary before approving the armory. Representative Lyland 
Ford of Los Angeles introduced a bill to appropriate $3 million 
for the Mercado project which evidently had not died. The eight 
remaining pesthouse buildings were fumigated and sold for 
salvage at $4000. Actual construction of the armory began April
1, when the Los Angeles Examiner reported that the facility 
would be able to train a full 1,000-man battalion. The drill 
facility had a German design with a massive honeycombed 
skylight. The hanger-like structure was said to be the largest 
enclosed space without columns in the world.

Ground was broken for the ambitious reinforced concrete 
structure on April 22, 1938 at 3:00 p.m. Front page stories in 
every Los Angeles newspaper bragged that the city would have 
the largest naval armory in the world. Captain Fox arranged the 
ceremony with Marine Major Joseph R. Sproul, a judge of Los 
Angeles County Superior Court, as master of ceremonies. Jessup 
made the principal address. Rear Admiral Sinclair Gorman, 
commandant of the Eleventh Naval District, spoke for the Navy, 
and Major General Louis McCarthy Little, commander of the 
Marine Base in San Diego, held forth for the “leathernecks.” 
Mayor Shaw, Dr. Starr, and the head of the state Veterans 
Bureau also attended. Diving Navy bombers furnished a “roaring 
obligato” to the “staccato rhythm” of the clacking power shovel. 
The Navy was underway in Chavez.28

The facility was designed to drill two regiments simultane
ously with twin galleys, a rifle range, an indoor swimming pool, 
and plush quarters for visiting flag officers and dignitaries. The 
bomb-resistant structure could even house up to 3,500 refugees 
in case of a major natural disaster.29 The Times called it a

TV

I ■,1111

y
An unknown ceremony was held at the Naval and 

Marine Corps Reserve Armory sometime in the Fall 1939 as the 
facility was half-completed. Los Angeles Daily News Collec
tion, courtesy Department of Special Collections, Research 
Library, University of California, Los Angeles (hereinafter 
cited UCLA).

■

-r L

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Armory from the 
southwest about the time of its dedication in October 1940. 
Courtesy UCLA.*
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“mammoth structure” of “first importance to Los Angeles, 
Southern California and the Pacific Coast.”30

The only delay in the construction schedule occurred in July 
1939. About 260 of the 400 WPA workers threw down their 
shovels and walked off the $1.1 million project as part of a 
one-day strike over the new 130-hour-per-month requirement 
for WPA workers passed by Congress in an effort to raise 
national productivity.31 Lieutenant Edward L. Rimpau became 
the first officer assigned to the armory on August 8,1939. In the 
spring of 1940, supervisors William S. Smith, Gordon L. 
McDonnough, John Anson Ford, and Oscar Hauge inspected the 
project with construction coordinator Fox.32

When the war in Europe heated up in 1940, the supervisors 
reaffirmed southern California’s unwillingness to join in the 
hostilities by formally asking the new Eleventh District Com
mander for assurances that the armory would be used exclu
sively for reserve training unless there was a national emer
gency. Reservists were already starting to meet at the unfinished 
armory as well as at the old centers on Main and Los Angeles 
streets.33 But international events were overtaking the reluctant 
pacifism of the Southland. New seafaring battalions were being 
formed with some individuals activated as early as November 
1940.34 On behalf of the Navy, the Times invited musicians to 
join the Navy Reserve Band at the Los Angeles Street facility. 
The article guaranteed immediate ratings transferable if the 
unit were called to active duty.

That same month Captain Benjamin Perlman of the Elev
enth Naval District officially accepted the $1.3 million armory as 
its new commanding officer. Oddly enough, architectural histo
rians would later insist the striking finished structure would 
have fit perfectly in the imperialist Berlin skyline of Hitler’s 
Third Reich. By late 1940, peacetime was drawing to a close, and 
the Navy anticipated training some 1,200 signalmen and radio 
operators per year at the Los Angeles center in classes of 300 per 
quarter. Mayor Fletcher Bowron, Supervisor John Anson Ford, 
and recently elected Sheriff Eugene Biscailuz attended the dedi
cation where Captain Perlman described the center as the “finest 
edifice for reserve training” he had ever seen. The opening was

?

1

The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Armory dedication, 
October 24, 1940. Those in attendance included Mayor 
Fletcher Bowron, Commanding Officer Captain Benjamin 
Perlman, Supervisor John Anson Ford and Sheriff Eugene 
Biscailuz. Courtesy UCLA-

an “elaborate military and religious program” to coincide with 
Navy Day, October 24,1940.35

In November 1940, Congressman Ford reported that Presi
dent Roosevelt had approved another $255,549 for the new 
armory to be used on a public address system, utilities, flag 
poles, gates, paving, and landscaping. About the same time the 
president’s son, Captain James Roosevelt brought a company of 
Marines to drill at Lilac Terrace, as the armory was often called. 
Within nine months, an additional $75,000 would be allocated.36 
Then came Pearl Harbor, and thoughts of peacetime training 
centers gave way to “30-day wonders” who would join in the 
fight against Hitler and Mussolini. As a sign of the times, Rear 
Admiral Isaac C. Johnson, dirctor of Navy Officer Procurement, 
flew his flag at the center in 1941 and early 1942. Before another 
year was out, Westways reported that “Something New Had 
Been Added” at Chavez Ravine. The United States Navy was

248 249

This content downloaded from 128.59.222.12 on Thu, 16 Jul 2015 16:39:36 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

This content downloaded from 128.59.222.12 on Thu, 16 Jul 2015 16:39:36 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions



*k1'

%

.4
251

This content downloaded from 128.59.222.12 on Thu, 16 Jul 2015 16:39:36 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

Naval and Marine Corps Reserve CenterHistorical Society of Southern California

making men out of “green boys” at the new Radio and Signal 
School in the armory building. Top graduates could receive and 
send continental code at 25 words per minute, type 60 words per 
minute, grasp radio theory, perform wigwag and flag hoist, and 
fire a rifle.37

The average age of enlisted recruits was 20 years, and the 
average weight gained during training was 12 pounds. Some 
classes swelled to 600 men. Besides a site for communications 
training, the Los Angeles armory served as a recruiting station, 
receiving center and basic training facility. According to one 
reserve officer who later commanded the center, ‘ ‘virtually every
one [from the West Coast] who joined the Navy during the war 
went through the building.” Hundreds of would-be soldiers 
slept on cots along the drill deck.38 Others bedded down in tent 
houses erected across the upper center area where the cemetery 
once had been.39

All the trainees “lived in.” They rose at 5:30 a.m., heard 
lectures, drilled, “swilled chow,” swam in the basement pool, 
and went to class some more. Evening sessions lasted until 9:00 
p.m. The armory was designed like a destroyer, and Commander 
Martin Dickinson insisted on proper Navy courtesy throughout 
drill areas, classrooms, labs, hospital areas, ship stores, and 
various officer and enlisted clubs. Commander Dickinson, like 
his predecessor, Captain Mayo, was a World War I veteran. He 
had enlisted during an administration of Theodore Roosevelt 
and had received training on what was once the famed Admiral 
David Farragut’s flagship, the Hartford.

Ensign Rocky Spicer recalled the general confusion of the 
first day at Chavez. A few weeks after enlisting on September 4, 
1942, he pulled into the “vast gravel parking lot” to enter his 
training cycle as an “instant officer.” With pants too tight and a 
jacket that flapped over his ample posterior, he glanced about at 
the other cadidates for clues to what he should do when the 
bugle sounded and the flag rode up the mast. They were not 
much help. One ignored the bugle completely while tying his 
shoe. Another placed his cap over his heart. A third saluted 
smartly, but admitted later that he had used the Boy Scouts’ 
three-fingered salute. Navy acronyms baffled and amused Spicer 
who considered the exercise as a brief wartime parenthesis in

40

250

This content downloaded from 128.59.222.12 on Thu, 16 Jul 2015 16:39:36 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

Th
e a

rm
or

y 
as

 it
 a

pp
ea

re
d 

at
 th

e e
nd

 o
f W

or
ld

 W
ar

 II
. A

ll 
ill

us
tra

tio
ns

 w
hi

ch
 

fo
llo

w
 a

re
 c

ou
rte

sy
 th

e 
N

av
al

 an
d M

ar
in

e C
or

ps
 R

es
er

ve
 C

en
te

r.

■ 1
 ft

I I

>

j sri* ■ V
3

- a^a'Ei'tf’TTT
 rri i

JJJ j j ■ ■ i.l ■

m

L_*.Jl J A Ji il il

v
*

♦

*

■ 
■

‘-'.
w
ry

*
*



This content downloaded from 128.59.222.12 on Thu, 16 Jul 2015 16:39:36 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

Naval and Marine Corps Reserve CenterHistorical Society of Southern California

his civilian career. Little did anyone know that the war would 
continue for nearly five years and become the worst conflagra
tion in world history. Spicer and thousands of his fellows would 
bleed Navy blue for the rest of their lives as active duty and 
reserve sailors.

In October 1942, Spicer’s hero was a “Chief Petty Officer 
with enough hitches to hash him from the wrist to shoulder.” 
With "an avuncular” attitude toward the “boots” this CPO 
spouted Navy lore, signal flag and blinker, and the manual at 
arms with steady assurance. Like militiamen since colonial 
times, Spicer practiced drilling at home with a broomstick. 
Daily the undaunted chief forced them to disrobe in the basement 
swimming pool and churn 100 yards to the opposite side — 
“presumably the requisite distance” to save oneself if the ship 
was shot out from under. The chief was “father confessor, 
mentor and cheerleader — always ready with encouragement 
and gentle criticism.” Spicer’s class of 40 trainees provided men 
to take the watches on ships and advance island bases, skippers 
of LSTs and other craft, flag lieutenants, legal aides, public 
affairs officers, personnel experts, and unit leaders of island 
invasions.

Celebrities dropped by on occasion to boost morale and pose 
for the traditional public relations photos in support of the war 
effort. Some offered greetings on the communications school’s 
daily radio broadcast heard around the world over the armed 
forces radio network. Jack Benny’s sidekick Dennis Day toured 
the armory during Ensign Spicer’s training.

While Spicer trained, a Stanford University alumna named 
Rebecca Stribling became the first local graduate of the new 
Women of Annapolis program. Ensign Stribling’s first job after 
the U.S. Naval Academy was at the Los Angeles Naval Reserve 
Armory as assistant to Lieutenant Frances E. Shoup, the officer 
in charge of recruiting WAVES (Women Appointed for Voluntary 
Emergency Service). Ensign Stribling pretended not to be 
bothered by the “many out-of-the-corner-of-the-eye glimpses” of 
the men. Hardly a women’s liberation proponent by modern 
standards, she seemed grateful that the WAVES received “pay 
equal to men of equal rank.” Nevertheless, she did joke with 
reporters that the women were not allowed gold braid because 
“the men used it all up" on themselves.42
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Meanwhile, reservists continued to drill on Washington 
Street opposite the old Knudson Creamery. One young sailor 
remembers visiting the radio school at Chavez to pick up some 
supplies. But the rest of the citizen sailors had to wait to occupy 
their training centers. Uncle Sam still needed trained active 
duty sailing men. On November 30, 1942, the United States 
government placed a “lis pendens” on the rest of the vacant land 
owned by the Jewish benevolent group. Eminent domain was 
executed in August 1943, leaving only subsurface oil rights to 
the former cemetery sponsors.

From 1943 to 1945, the armory popped out “trained” swab- 
bies like the automatic toasters that had become the rage in the 
shops along Hollywood Boulevard. One local historian believes 
that the center also may have been used as a command post for 
police during the “zoot suit riots” of 1943, when Latin and Anglo 
residents battled in the streets of Los Angeles.

Navy reserve training centers continued to appear around 
the country. A contingent of reservists from Los Angeles, 
including Commander Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., were honored at 
the February 17, 1945, groundbreaking of the Pasadena Naval 
Reserve Center. Fairbanks preceeded a great procession of 
honored guests which over the years included Omar Bradley, 
Earl Warren, Arnold Palmer, Walt Disney, Bob Hope, and Billy 
Graham, as well as astronauts, presidents and heads of state 
who toured the facility when it became known as the “Anchor of 
the Tournament of Roses Parade.”45

After V-J Day the Los Angeles Armory served as a separation 
center for some 20,000 men, as much of the nation checked out of 
uniform and returned to civilian life. The postwar scene was 
utter confusion. Paper work and old gear stacked from the 
basement to the rafters. In most cases processing took two to 
three days. Homecoming sailors came by troop ship from Asia to 
San Francisco, via Hawaii, then by train to Los Angeles or Long 
Beach separation centers. Some 1,500 men per day slept in 
hammocks or on the ground outside, ate in the 24-hour mess 
hall, and enjoyed free transportation to minor league baseball at 
Wrigley or Gilmore fields, boxing at the Pan Pacific, or dancing 
at the Hollywood United Service Organization (USO). The gravel 
parking lot was filled with automobiles, and the sailors made

good use of the obstacle course and softball diamond in the 
nearby area presently occupied by the Los Angeles Dodgers 
advance ticket offices. Actor Robert Stack and bandleader Alvino 
Rey were a couple of the notables to receive their $100 
“Mustering out” checks at Chavez ravine.

Not everyone forsook the Navy. In August 1946 while the 
separation action was still in full swing, President Harry S. 
Truman signed legislation authorizing $24.5 million per year to 
train naval reservists and “assure an adequate number of offic
ers for America’s peacetime Navy.” Memories of the devastation 
from Flanders Field to the Philippines were not quieted by the 
allies’ ill-planned split of Western Europe with the Russians.47

By late summer of 1946 reservists started to filter back into 
the Los Angeles Armory to claim it for the intended purpose. At 
first, many of the units drilled off-site while the facility was 
co-occupied by the busy active duty demobilization staff.48 Then 
Ensign Robert Bollinger described the number of sailors at the 
armory in March 1947 as “utterly awesome.” Endless training 
films occupied the hours, while everyone waited for someone 
else to get organized. The quarterdeck was filled morning until 
night because some units chose evenings, and others preferred 
weekends. Vets dropped by, signed up for uniforms, and then 
disappeared for months. Supply officers finally stacked all the 
articles of clothing by size and handed them out to the most 
faithful. America refused to be caught unprepared this time. The 
bulging decks of the post-war reserve center symbolized the 
local zeal for the “cold war.”49

The first organized weekend cruise did not leave Terminal 
Island until late spring 1947, bound for Catalina. Following 
form, the ship returned “sans anchor” having ventured too 
close to some rocks. The first Marine Corps summer training 
was at Camp Pendelton in August 1947. This also was the era 
when the Los Angeles Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center 
established a reputation as the wardroom for celebrities. Officers 
such as Fairbanks, Glenn Ford, Jackie Cooper, director John 
Ford, and future ambassador John Gavin invited friends such as 
Ronald Reagan, Buddy Rogers, and Mary Pickford togala events 
or for just a visit. Ensign Bollinger remembers Rogers phoning 
the armory regularly to secure lifeguards for his swank Holly-
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wood parties at the Pickfair Mansion. World War I Navy veteran, 
Rudy Vallee, and his band entertained at the 1946 Navy Reserve 
Ball. Red Skelton, Bob Crosby, and Janis Paige shared the 
programs for Marine Corps balls in 1947 and 1948 at the 
Ambassador Hotel and elsewhere. Obviously, the military had 
come very much into style, and celebrities j umped at any chance 
to demonstrate their patriotism by helping the local reservists.

In November 1948, the Navy established volunteer public 
relation units which included many outstanding names in the 
communications world. The Los Angeles companies featured 
James Bassett, a distinguished public affairs aide to Admiral 
“Bull” Halsey and author of the classic novel In Harm's Way; 
future Nixon Communications Director Herb Klein; Ford Ad
ministration Chief of Staff Robert Hartmann, and such news
paper writers as James Bacon, Erwin Baker, Hank Osborne, and 
Ferdinand Mendenhall. The first reserve public affairs flag 
officer in the Navy, Rear Admiral Robert M. Garrick, mustered 
then as a green lieutenant. These units were nonpay and offered 
only 24 drill opportunities per year.

By the time the Navy was promising a “reserve retirement” 
program for those who could garner 50 points per year over a 
20-year career. Pay billets were virtually nonexistent because so 
many former officers were willing to serve for free. Frequently, 
young men who barely missed the war would attempt to “prove 
themselves” by drilling for months in “civvies” while they waited 
for their majority or for a billet to open up in an organized unit.51

In 1950 during a 30-day training cruise to Panama and Ecua
dor, the Korean War broke out. One sailor remembers worrying 
that the annual cruise would be mobilized to guard the canal. In 
July the first 31 pharmacists, boilertenders, and sailors with 
other needed rates who had served in World War II left Chavez 
Ravine for the Far East and what the Times warned might “well 
be World War III.”52 Once again the Los Angeles armory became 
a recruiting, processing, and training center. Thousands of 
sailors and j unior officers were called back.53 One retired brigade 
commander estimated that 50 percent of the drilling reservists 
were recalled for Korea. Additional drills were scheduled in the 
evenings to free the quarterdeck for new recruits during the 
day.

The Korean conflict inspired a rash of Hollywood films about 
World War II. Navy movies such as Gary Cooper’s “Task Force” 
(1949), “Operation Pacific” with Ward Bond (1951), “The Frog
men” with Richard Widmark (1951), and “Cry For Happy” 
(1954) with Donald O’Connor and Glenn Ford focused attention 
on the Navy exploits in the war against the Axis powers and 
provided work for reservists who were close to the armory. One 
teen-age recruit recalls Joan Crawford showing up at the armory 
in January 1951 to cheer on the Marines before they shipped 
out.55 Future Rear Admiral John Ford and Andy Devine also 
visited Chavez regularly. Once when the Navy spurned Ford’s 
offer of money to pay for using the armory in a film, he sent out a 
crew to hang brand new doors at one of the front entrances as a 
token of his gratitude.

As the Korean War wound on in January 1952, the distin
guished World War II veteran Captain Herbert E. Claudius 
assumed command of the center. His watch saw another demo
bilization effort and re-emphasis on mobilization readiness. On 
May 17 he posed with a budding starlett to highlight a grand 
Armed Forced Day parade. Captain Forrest R. Bunker took over 
the center in January 1954 and remained until October 1955. At 
the time 2,500 officers and men drilled at Chavez Ravine in six 
surface divisions, two construction battalions, one submarine 
division, and 18 other units. Captain Bunker was a 1924 Naval 
Academy graduate and survivor of a kamikaze attack aboard the 
USS California in the Philippine campaign of World War II. He 
was succeeded in 1955 by a 1927 Annapolis graduate, Captain 
Malen Durski, who came from the staff of the supreme 
commander of the Atlantic fleet.57

The romance between the motion picture industry and the 
Navy continued to blossom under Captains Bunker and Durski. 
Actor Jeff Chandler and his Hollywood producers were so pleased 
with Navy assistance provided by the reservists in making the 
classic film “Away All Boats” that they sent buses to Chavez 
and picked up hundreds of uniformed sailors to attend the 
opening at Grauman’s Chinese Theater.58 Navy Surface Division 
11-9 commander, Captain Frank Geiser, made national news 
when he invited pretty actress Yvonne Lime to be “Sweetheart 
of the Division Ball.” There was nothing odd about an all-

i
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The recession of Eisenhower’s second term was not without 
impact on the reserve center. Federal cutbacks reduced pay 
billets and made for much tighter reporting procedures. The 
nightly meetings ended in “abandon ship drills” as sailors 
crowded the exits. Everyone had to be verified by signing out on 
a muster sheet, and no one could endorse until the official 
termination of the meetings. In October 1958, the Navy insti
tuted a new recall policy “that those who are in a Naval Reserve 
unit will be the last called to active duty. Those reservists who 
are not a member of a unit will be among the first recalled to 
active duty in the event of an emergency.” Also, those who left 
the Navy without joining the reserves would lose rate in case 
they were activated for another national emergency. Predictably, 
these warnings proved ineffective for coaxing a war-weary pool 
of veterans to affiliate with the reserves.60

Toward the end of Captain Bunker’s command an obscure 
New York lawyer named Walter O’Malley became impressed 
with the successful relocation of the hapless Boston Braves 
baseball team to Milwaukee. The wheels began to turn on the 
engine that would change the history of Los Angeles and link it 
with the rest of America in ways that could never have been 
imagined by the dwindling cadre of veterans at the obscure 
Chavez armory. During the 1956 World Series, Los Angeles 
Mayor Norris Poulson pitched O’Malley and his faltering 
Brooklyn Dodgers that transcontinental air service and a boom
ing population in Los Angeles provided the ideal environment 
for a successful major league baseball franchise. The huge 
crowds watching the recently transmigrated Cleveland Rams 
added credence to his argument.

Ironically, the same unlovely Chavez area that played such a 
vital part in Poulson’s election triumph over incumbent Fletcher 
Bowron in 1953 and brought his greatest claim to fame in 1958, 
eventually spelled his defeat at the hands of Sam Yorty in 1960. 
The story begins with President Harry S. Truman who was an 
advocate of public housing to improve a postwar shortage caused 
by returning vets and the resulting baby boom. Truman aides 
worked with Bowron to condemn the shacks and old houses on 
the hills overlooking the armory, in favor of new federal housing. 
A 1952 referendum showed that an increasingly conservative
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Remembrance of 35 years ago when a shapely starlet 
joined Center Commander Captain Herbert G. Claudius to 
celebrate Armed Forces Day.

American girl with a couple of screen credits showing up at an 
armory dance. Not until a rumor broke that her former leading 
man, a “B”-movie singer named “Elvis,” had proposed marriage. 
It was a Hollywood publicist’s dream. At the news the press 
nearly crowded the officers off the drill deck. No one knows who 
masterminded the scam, but Yvonne Lime and Captain Geiser 
spent the evening denying the rumor. The fabrication made the 
wires and newspapers from California to Chicago and became a 
perfect example of the symbiotic relationship between Chavez 
and Hollywood. 59
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Los Angeles electorate was cool to the idea. So did Bowron’s 
defeat at the hands of the Republican Poulson who shared the 
Eisenhower distaste for public housing.

Quietly Poulson borrowed $5,000 from the reclusive baseball 
fan Howard Hughes to fund a survey of Sulphur Ravine just over 
the hill from the Chavez Ravine site of the armory. On the 
suspect excuse of visiting the armory to review the sailors on a 
day when the reserves were not drilling, the mayor conferred 
with Captain Bunker and looked over the area. Shortly thereaf
ter, a “blue-ribbon” citizens committee on parks recommended 
a grant of $2 millon and 185 acres for the construction of major 
baseball stadium. Even Democratic Councilwoman Rosalind 
Wyman believed the “hilly, unsightly scarcely populated... 
ravine site would be suddenly transformed into a taxpaying 
paradise.” Plans were drawn in 1958, when comedian Joe E. 
Brown chaired a celebrity committee which screened a telethon 
to benefit the baseball movement. Movie stars Ronald Reagan 
and Debbie Reynolds hosted the show and raised money to fight 
a ballot initiative designed to block the Dodgers’ move to Los 
Angeles.62

When Reserve Center Commander, Captain John C. Martin, 
arrived in August 1957, he decided to rally this rekindled interest 
in the ravine to aid recruiting. His reservists were mobolized for 
an ambitious recruiting campaign entitled “Who is the Man 
from Chavez Ravine.” Posters were spread about the city, and a 
“Hollywood-type” reception with celebrities was staged at the 
center. The outstanding reservist was dubbed “The Man from 
Chavez Ravine.” A motorcade followed over to a nearby theatre 
for a movie preview and party. Many people hate the Dodgers to 
this day for what they regard as sharp financial dealings in 
obtaining the ravine, though the Los Angeles victory over the 
White Sox at the Memorial Coliseum in the 1959 World Series 
placed the detractors in a hopeless minority. The stadium was 
completed in April 1962 at a cost of $15.5 million.63

Initially, O’Malley offered to buy the armory site and con
struct another elsewhere. The Navy might have jumped at the 
plan to relocate in modern facilities with better access to public 
transportation, except that their deed allowed the city to reclaim 
the property if it ever was used for private purposes. So O’Malley

promised Captain Roger Miller, who was center commander 
from September 1958 to July 1962, that he would build the Navy 
the most impressive backyard in America. Retired reservists 
have mixed remembrances of the stadium construction period. 
One officer said it caused little disruption, but Captain Miller 
cannot forget the choking dust and incessant traffic caused 
when some 15 million cubic yards of Sulphur Ravine was moved 
by the “big blue crew.” For the entire time the Dodgers played at 
the Coliseum sailors in uniform were admitted free. After the 
opening of Dodger Stadium reservists reported that sailors still 
did not pay, and the center often provided bands and color guards 
for games. One former division commander remembers that 
groups of sailors would go to the stadium after drills to see the 
last innings of a day game or take in a hot dog before a night 
event.64

Through it all Captain Miller had a reserve center to run. 
Enlistments were down in the postwar years, so he made 
recruiting and public relations a high priority. In 1960 he enlisted 
a Hollywood newcomer named Connie Stevens as a celebrity 
judge for the first annual Reserve Center Auto Show attended 
by 5,000 local car buffs. The “big T.Q.” (Ted Quillan) of rock- 
and-roll giant KFWB radio helped judge tuck-and-rolled ’57 
Chevys and whale-finned Plymouths from several western 
states. A year later, Navy veteran Robert Stack returned to the 
center with his wife Rosemary, a former Miss America, to help 
at the Auto Show. The Navy was calling on its old celebrity 
allies and the new teen crazes of hot cars and rock music to carry 
on the never ending battle for recruits.

Captain Miller worked with Revell Company about the same 
time to foster an ingenious competition among reserve centers 
for building elaborate model ships to exhibit in high schools and 
for other recruiting opportunities. He also made numerous 
speaking engagements and marched center units in the 1960 
and 1962 Veterans of Foreign Wars parades down Spring Street. 
His Marine counterpart at the center, Colonel John Hopkins, 
opened the drill hall as storage to help the Toys-for-Tots. A Navy 
Reserve color guard raised the American flag on opening day at 
Dodger Stadium. Captain Miller saw the Dodgers’ arrival as a 
benefit to “recruiting and [the] community status of the Training 
Center.”65
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Dean Martin and Eddie Albert used the center for a film and 
donated $150 toward the enlisted recreation fund. But the sailors 
never received the money. It seems that Captain Miller’s relief 
died after arriving to take over his new assignment. The movie 
money was used to pay some high telephone bills and personal 
expenses of the widow not covered by the Navy. Commander 
Kenneth P. Huff eventually succeeded Captain Miller in July 
1962. At the time approximately 36 units with 1,000 officers and 
1,000 enlisted men drilled at Chavez Ravine.66

Meanwhile, another historical footnote dotted the pages of 
the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center. It began many 
years before when newspaper publisher William Randolph 
Hearst started keeping company with movie actress Marion 
Davis. Hearst had been a staunch advocate of the armory in the 
1930s. After Hearst’s death, Miss Davies inherited his cavernous 
Beverly Hills home before marrying the one-time stunt man and 
World War II merchant mariner “Captain” Horace Brown. 
“Captain” Brown became a leader in the Beverly Hills Council 
of the Navy League, which consisted of Hollywood celebrities 
and business people who met in his mansion as a civilian support 
group for the “cold war” effort. When Brown remodeled the 
meeting room, he ordered an enormous inlaid conference table 
with elegant leather padded chairs. On the backs were the 
members’ names — Governor Pat Brown, Freddie de Cordova, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. John Ford, Clark Gable, William Holden, 
John F. Kennedy, Tyrone Power, Ronald Reagan, Buddy Rogers, 
Robert Taylor, and others.

Subsequently, “Captain” Brown decided to adopt the local 
reserve center as his home away from home. Eventually he 
moved the conference table to Chavez Ravine along with a 
life-sized portrait of Miss Davies which hung above the fireplace 
in one of the most spectacular wardroom complexes of the 
United States Navy. He also tried to donate a classic 1942 Buick 
limousine to the Navy for chauffeuring admirals and other top 
brass. When the Navy turned him down, he gave the automobile 
to a newly established Sea Cadet unit. The special room was 
appointed with a number of Davies-Brown memorabilia and 
became a favored meeting place and fading reminder of more 
glorious years.68

Movie makers occasionally shot a scene at the Chavez reserve 
center, but anti-war movies were more popular than World War 
II action films during the turbulent late 1960s. A succession of 
reserve center commanding officers had to deal with “Captain” 
Brown, including Commander Kenneth P. Huff and Captain 
George M. Conkey, a boxing champion at the Naval Academy 
and World War II veteran. It was probably during the early 
1960s that Lockheed donated the Polaris missile still standing at 
the entrance to the center.69

The Vietnam years dawned quietly for Navy reservists. As 
military advisors made their earliest estimates of rebel strength, 
the center staff enlisted the buxom blonde Abby Dalton to serve 
as queen of another Naval Reserve Ball. As late as 1966, a Times 
article called the former armory “almost a ghost building” with 
“obsolete” and “inoperative” equipment. But by the end of 1966 
fear of the draft had built a waiting list of 700 with an average of 
about five men departing per month. Captain Curtis L. Tarbell, 
already a veteran operations officer for the Seventh Fleet off 
Vietnam, lived in the center’s “sea cabin” during his ten-month 
command of the facility ending Spetember 1967. When a per
manent chapel was built to serve sailors of all faiths at the 
center, the Times described it as a symbol of the full circle of 
revitalization for the reserves.70

As during all other periods of high U.S. military activity, the 
Vietnam War years spurred increased action at the center. In 
April 1967 some 1,500 drilled there. Rate training classes had 
increased from four to 32 per month in what was still the largest 
of the Navy’s 620 reserve training centers.71 Classes included 
everything from barbering to anti-submarine rocketry. Some 
$500,000 in improvements were scheduled by 1968. The com
mandant of the Marine Corps, General Leonard F. Chapman Jr. 
and Vice Admiral Isaac Kidd reviewed the units in spring 1970. 
UCLA held NROTC graduation there two months later and a 
Scout-o-rama attended by 5,000 people occupied the drill deck 
arid parking lot during the first week of June.

About this same time some enterprising public relations type 
dreamed up an elaborate reward for the center’s “sailor of the 
quarter.” The culprit enlisted Miss Los Angeles, a shining new 
convertible, and some local merchants. In the middle of the full
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employed an armed guard to police the grounds for bombs. 
Occasionally, protestors would pose as enlistees to gain entrance 
at the center. Then they would perform protest acts. Pacifist or 
irresponsible sailors who avoided drills were referred to the 
commandant of the Eleventh Naval District and often activated.75

War brought increased expenditures at the aging facility 
which was painted in October 1972 at a cost of $36,000. Its use 
for community service also was heightened. Underpriviledged 
children, the YMCA, law enforcement officers and various pro
fessional groups were invited to enjoy the classroom, basketball 
and swimming facilities.76 Sometime around 1972, a resident in 
nearby White Knoll remembers a swarm of helicopters and 
Secret Service agents descending on Chavez Ravine when Pres
ident Richard M. Nixon landed his entourage there for a motor
cade to the Dorothy Chandler Pavillion and a political fundraiser. 
The FBI cordoned off the entire area and dotted the surrounding 
hills with sharpshooters.

The mid-1970s were especially quiet at the Los Angeles Cen
ter. In January 1978 a field inventory was made by the Govern
ment Services Administration. It catalogued an adminstration 
and training building, carpenter shop, gardener shop, service 
station, classrooms, vehicle repair shops, and various storage 
facilities. Some 35 military and five civilians served an average 
of only 915 reservists per month on 10.79 acres. The main 
building measured 113,484 square feet with about 15,000-plus 
square feet in auxiliary buildings. The Coast Guard and Army 
Corps of Engineers also used the facility and its parking for 500 
cars. Twenty-eight units were aboard with the Pasadena Center 
under Los Angeles j urisdiction. The value of the physical struc
tures was estimated at $1,545,828, with the land worth sub
stantially more.

Two and a half years later, on September 27,1980, between 
9:30 and 11:30 a.m., a major fire broke out in the administration 
building of thecenter that required 160 firefighters to extinguish. 
At first the damage was estimated at a half million dollars, but 
later appraisals placed the loss at well over one million dollars.79 
Fireman Frank Hotchkin of Newbury Park became the first 
uniformed fatality at the Los Angeles Naval Reserve Center, and 
four firefighters were treated for injuries at a nearby hospital. 
The fire gutted a 39,260—square-foot concrete shell along with

74dress inspection the convertible drove through the double doors 
to the front ranks. The beauty queen got out of the back seat and 
walked to the third rank of one unsuspecting unit. As the podium 
announced the name of a shocked petty officer as “sailor of the 
quarter,” she planted a kiss on his lips and pulled him out of line. 
Off they sped in the convertible for an afternoon on the town, 
while a drill deck full of sailors decided to take the award more 
seriously during the coming quarter. In other events of note, on 
May 25,1970, Captain William Marion became the first center 
commanding officer to be married in the chapel, and six months 
later, Assistant Secretary of the Navy James D. Hittle was the 
main speaker at Navy Day ceremonies.73

As the 1960s ended, something completely foreign to reser
vists happened. Vets of World War II remembered saving the 
world for democracy and the victorious returns of overseas 
veterans amidst cheering crowds. While the Korean War had 
done little to tarnish the invincible image of the American fight
ing man, it left bitterness and bewilderment. By the late 1960s, a 
new generation had grown up knowing nothing of the “great 
war" and being less than impressed with the Korean showing of 
their elementary school years. A professor in Palo Alto insisted 
that the holocaust had not even happened, and some civil rights 
leaders were calling Vietnam a race war. These peace protestors 
rejected the domino theory that supported U.S. intervention in 
Southeast Asia and considered the prevailing South Vietnamese 
regime just as corrupt as Ho Chi Minh’s communists of the 
North. The protestor ranks swelled with the body count and 
continuing racial tension. Across America uniformed military 
reservists became easy targets for violent pacifists. The Los 
Angeles reserve center was no exception.

Captain Bob Bollinger remembers his astonishment when 
the first protestors demonstrated at the 1969 armed forced 
parade in Torrance. He had viewed them on television and been 
amused by their outlandish hairdos and attire. Now it sickened 
him to see young people degrade the flag of a nation that had 
risked its collective life to protect freedoms they so blatantly 
misused. “I was nota warmonger,"he insisted. “Butltook their 
bizarre insults personally because I believed we were the only 
force supporting democracy in Southeast Asia.” Within a couple 
of years the protests had gotten so extreme that the center

77
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the swimming pool, senior officers’ sleeping quarters and price
less wardroom memorabilia.81 Under the direction of Captain 
Albert Catriz and Captain William Haushalter (who commanded 
from 1980-1987) the center was slowly rebuilt. Reservists had to 
make do with trailers and temporary partitions on the drill deck 
until the main building was reopened on August 16, 1986, at a 
cost of nearly $5 million dollars. To compound the crowding 
problem, newly elected President Ronald Reagan coined the 
term “One-Navy” to describe the expansion and integration of 
the reserves with the regular Navy. In addition to the new 
recruits, many “category-B,” one-day-per-month units were 
upgraded to “category-A” two-day-per-month drilling, and train
ing was intensified.82

The Navy waffled for several years over whether to repair 
the old structure or rebuild elsewhere. A1982 report from a Navy 
auditor suggested that much of the surrounding land was excess 
and that the government could realize about $5 million by not 
rebuilding. The cost avoidance was broken down into $4.1 in 
building costs and the sale of the remaining land at about $3 per 
square foot. The improvements had been estimated as worth in 
excess of $15.3 million before the fire and $13 million thereafter, 
on land valued at about $4.1 million.83 But the newly remodeled 
Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center in Chavez Ravine was 
estimated to be worth more than $17 million at its reopening in 
August 16,1986. If its future experiences in any way parallel the 
event-filled past, the Navy and Marine Corps Reserve Center in 
Los Angeles will continue to be associated with some of Ameri
ca’s most significant personalities and historical events.84

Though the militia concept dates back hundreds of years, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt added a corollary which might be called 
the “professionalism of the reserve military.” Thereafter, the 
emphasis on the term “citizen soldier” moved decidedly to the 
second word. Phrases such as “mobilization readiness" and 
“One Navy” were applied with increased frequency to reservists. 
The Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center in Los Angeles 
developed a special relationship with the historically significant 
motion picture and professional baseball industries not shared 
by other similar facilities. Yet all the while, the history of this 
local facility was a microcosm of U.S. military policy and its 
effects on a specific area of the country.
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Naval and Marine Corps Reserve CenterHistorical Society of Southern California

NAVAL AND MARINE CORPS RESERVE CENTER LOS ANGELES 

COMMANDING OFFICERS

Captain Claude B. Mayo 
Captain Benjamin Perlman 
Rear Admiral Isaac C. Johnson 
Lieutenant Commander W.H.

Roberts III
Captain Herbert G. Claudius 
Captain Forrest R. Bunker 
Captain Malen Durski 
Captain John C. Martin 
Captain Roger F. Miller 
Commander Kenneth P. Huff 
Captain George M. Conkey 
Commander Kenneth P. Huff 
Captain Curtis L. Tarbell 
Captain Robert D. Marion 
Captain William Martin 
Captain Eric T. Seibert 
Lieutenant Commander Jack E.

Richardson
Captain William P. Ferguson 
Captain James A. Zimmerman 
Captain Thomas A. Davis 
Captain Richard E. Flynn 
Captain Albert G. Catriz 
Captain William H. Haushalter 
Captain Thomas R. Woodrum
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Page 1 of2Permit and Inspection Report

The City of Los Angeles
Department of Building and SafetyII I

The information below was found on the following address:

1700 E STADIUM WAY

1Parcel Profile Report:

2Permit Information found:

□ 1700 1/2 E STADIUM WAY 90012 

B 1700 E STADIUM WAY 90012

Work DescriptionStatusPC/Job # TypeApplication/Permit #

RE-ROOF OVER 1 LAYER B.U. 
CAP WITH 130 SQS OF B.U.R.

Bldg-
Alter/Repair

Permit
Expired
1/8/2007

99016 - 20000 - 05179

Permit Finaled 
3/7/2001

WOMEN’S RESTROOM 
ADDITION FOR FIRE 
DEPARTMENT TRAINING 
CENTER AREA SERVE "FIRE 
DEPT. PERSONNEL ONLY"

Bldg-
Alter/Repair

00016 - 10000 - 08644

INSTALL 20 AMP DEDICATED 
CIRCUIT FOR XEROX 
MACHINE.

Permit Closed 
2/20/1999

Electrical98041 - 20000 - 21770

Permit Finaled 
10/19/2000

Electrical T.I.00041 - 10000 - 04949

(5) HPS 400 WATTS 
(EXISTING) WILL BE 
REPLACED FOR (10) 400 
WATTS MH (1) 200 AMP MAIN 
PANEL 120/240 WILL BE 
INSTALLED. (2) 70AMPS (20) 
340 PANEL WILL BE 
INSTALLED.

Permit Finaled 
6/14/2000

Electrical00041 - 10000 - 06390

Permit Finaled 
11/23/2009

INSTALL PORTABLE 
GENERATORS FOR EVENT ON 
11/21/09. INSPECTION READY 
11/21/09 BY 2PM CONTACT 
LES (818) 540-3944.

09041 - 10000 - 22334 X09LA18954 Electrical

TEMP. POWER FOR EVENT ON 
11-13-10. INSPECTION READY 
@ 3:30PM. CONTACT LES 
SUMPTER - 818-540-5944

Permit Closed 
11/15/2010

10041 - 10000 - 21531 X10LA17154 Electrical

Install 18 new old work 
outlets. Also, Data conduits

Permit Finaled 
3/13/2012

Electrical12041 - 90000 - 03913

Plan check for replacing FACP 
and new smoke detector. All 
devices are existing to remain. 
New FACP shall be compatible

Permit Finaled 
4/26/2012

Electrical12041 - 10000 - 02491 E12LA00271

7/23/2015https://www.ladbsservices2.lacity.org/OnlineServices/PermitReport/PermitResults/668424

https://www.ladbsservices2.lacity.org/OnlineServices/PermitReport/PermitResults/668424
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12041 - 10000 - 24077 X12LA16851 Electrical Permit Closed 
11/5/2014

TEMP POWER FOR EVENT ON 
11/3/12. INSPECTION READY 
@3PM ON 11/2/12. CONTACT 
HENRY (818) 540-5948.

13041 - 10000 - 29858 X13LA19318 Electrical Permit Closed 
3/21/2014

TEMP POWER FOR LAFCU - 
CHILI COOKOFF EVENT ON 
11/2/13. INSPECTION READY 
BY 3:30PM ON 11/1/13. 
CONTACT HENRY - 818-540
5948

14041 - 10000 - 30333 X14LA20291 Electrical Permit Closed 
11/10/2014

TEMP POWER FOR CHILI COOK 
OFF EVENT ON 11/8/14. 
INSPECTION READY 11/8/14. 
INSPECTION READY 11/7/14 
BY3P.M CONTACT:

00043 - 10000 - 00934 Fire Permit Finaled 
4/14/2000

INSTALL 4- FIRE HYDRANTS.
Sprinkler

00020 - 10000 - 01557 Nonbldg-
New

Submitted
6/5/2000

USE OF LND FOR TELECOM 
(R208)

02010 - 10000 - 02656 B02LA01599 Nonbldg-
New

Issued
8/21/2002

NEW 22' x 95'3" EQUIPMENT 
PAD WITH GRADE BEAMS AND 
PILES.

02010 - 10000 - 03772 B02LA02231 Nonbldg-
New

Reviewed by
Supervisor
11/4/2002

PERMIT IS NOT REQUIRED 
FOR THE 3 FIRE DEPT. 
TRAINING EQUIPMENTS. THIS 
APPLICATION IS A 
SUPPLEMENTAL OF 02LA32234 
(02010-10000-02656) TO 
STRUCTURALLY PLAN CHECK 
THE 3 EQUIPMENT LOADING 
TRANSFER TO THE 
EQUIPMENT PAD ON PERMIT 
02LA32234 (02010-10000
02656). SIZE OF THE THREE 
FIRE DEPT. TRAINING 
EQUIPMENTS ARE: 1) 25' x 22' 
x 50' TOWER SIMULATOR, 2) 
44'ir x 22' x 34'
RESIDENTAL SIMULATOR,
AND 3) 25'4" x 22' x 13’
ANNEX SIMULATOR.

03020 - 10000 - 02021 Nonbldg-
New

Permit Finaled 
10/28/2008

World Trade Center Monument 
to be display at the planter in 
front of the Frank Hotchkin 
training center, (height less 
than 28’)

00042 - 10000 - 07460 Plumbing Permit Finaled 
3/2/2001

T.I.

02045 - 20000 - 00354 Pressure
Vessel

Permit Finaled 
12/10/2002

REPLACE HOT WATER BOILER.

Code Enforcement Information: 0

https://www.ladbsservices2.lacity.org/OnlineServices/PermitReport/PermitResults/668424 7/23/2015

https://www.ladbsservices2.lacity.org/OnlineServices/PermitReport/PermitResults/668424
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Documents 

Document Number(s)
00016-10000-08644

Record Description
Record ID: 11322800
Doc Type: BUILDING PERMIT
Sub Type: BLDG-ALTER/REPAIR

Doc Date: 05/11/2000

Status: ISSUED
Doc Version: None

AKA Address: None
Project Name: None

Disaster ID: None
Subject: None

Product Name: None
Manufacturer's Name: None

Expired Date: None
Receipt Number: None

Case Number: None

Scan Number: None

Dwelling Units: None
Comments: WOMEN'S RESTROOM ADDITION FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT TRAINING CENTER AREA 

SERVE "FIRE DEPT. PERSONNEL ONLY"

Property Address(es)
1700 1700 E STADIUM WAY 90012-0000

Legal Description(s)
Tract: SUBDIVISION OF THE ABILA TRACT AND ADJOINING LANDS 

Block: Lot: LT 7 Arb: 1 

Map Referenced R 3-476 Modifier :PT

Contact
Name: JUANELDA JOHNSON

PIN(s)
136-5A213 52

Historical Monuments(s)
Zl 145-1011
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SLA (fa PBS
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND SAFETY

July 23, 2015
Document Report

Assessor Number(s)
5415-014-900

Council District(s)
1

Census Tracts(s)
1977.000

District Offices(s)
LA

Permit Reference(s)
2000LA99058

Film RBF
Type: HIST P714; 9; 449

Primary Use
MISCELLANEOUS BUILDING/STRUCTURE
********
Note: If you have any questions, please visit one of our Records Counter Section open Monday thru Fridays from 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM, 

EXCEPT on Wednesdays which opens from 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM.

Locations: Metro - 201 N. Figueroa St., 1st Floor Rm. 110, Los Angeles CA 90012 
Van Nuys - 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, 2nd Floor Van Nuys CA 91401
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Document Report
Documents

Document Numberfs)
99016-20000-05179

Record Description
Record ID:11265395
Doc Type: BUILDING PERMIT
Sub Type: BLDG-ALTER/REPAIR
Doc Date: 04/01/1999
Status: ISSUED
Doc Version: None
AKA Address: None
Project Name: None
Disaster ID: None
Subject: None
Product Name: None
Manufacturer’s Name: None
Expired Date: None
Receipt Number: None
Case Number: None
Scan Number: None
Dwelling Units: None
Comments: RE-ROOF OVER 1 LAYER B.U CAP WITH 130 SQS OF BUR

Property Address(es)
1700 1700 E STADIUM WAY 90012-0000

Legal Description(s)
Tract: SUBDIVISION OF THE ABILA TRACT AND ADJOINING LANDS
Block:
Map Referenced R 3-476 Modifier :PT
Tract: SUBDIVISION OF THE ABILA TRACT AND ADJOINING LANDS
Block:
Map Referenced R 3-476 Modifier :PT

Lot: LT 8 Arb: 1

Lot: LT 7 Arb: 1

PINIsl
136-5A213 75 
136-5A213 52

Historical Monumentslsl
Zl 145-1011

Assessor Numberts! 
5415-014-900

Council Pistrictfs)1
Census Tractslsl
1977.000

July 23. 2015

Document Report

District Officesls)
LA.

Permit Referencelsl
1999VN51472

Film RBF
Type: HIST P683; 6; 33

Primary Use 
OFFICE

Note: If you have any questions, please visit one of our Records Counter Section open Monday thru Fridays from 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM, 
EXCEPT on Wednesdays which opens from 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM.

Locations: Metro ■ 201 N. Figueroa St., 1st Floor Rm. 110, Los Angeles CA 90012 
Van Nuys - 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, 2nd Floor Van Nuys CA 91401

http://ladbsdoc.lacity.org/IDISPublic_Records/idis/Report.aspx?Record_Id=l !265395&Im... 7/23/2015

http://ladbsdoc.lacity.org/IDISPublic_Records/idis/Report.aspx?Record_Id=l
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