
>MOTION

The City’s Bridge Improvement Program (BIP), managed by the Bureau of Engineering 
(BOE), and is undertaking the renovation of the Soto Street Bridge Widening Project which 
integrates with the Soto Roadway Widening Project. The project is currently in the right-of-way 
phase and consists of widening the west side of Soto Street Bridge by approximately 25 feet to a 
total width of 78 feet and the approaching roadway. The existing curb barriers and sidewalks will 
be replaced with architectural barriers and wider sidewalks on both sides of the bridge. The Soto 
Roadway Widening Project includes the widening and realignment of Soto Street, the addition of 
a Type II bike lane, and the provision of a sidewalk.

The University of Southern California (USC) owns and operates two parcels that contain 
three office facilities and one warehouse facility located northwest of the Soto Street Bridge. USC 
conducted a pedestrian and vehicular safety feasibility study to identify solutions to the existing 
entrance and exit challenges at the site. Based on recommendations contained in the feasibility 
study, it has been determined that relocation and widening of the existing entrance and exit 
driveway to 70 feet would be the best option to addressing the safety concern.

Since the Soto Street Bridge Widening Project includes installation of a new curb cut at 
the USC parcel and replacement of a parking lot, USC and the BOE have been in discussions as 
to how the curb cut can be relocated to assist in resolving pedestrian and vehicular safety. USC 
has retained the engineering firm that originally designed the Soto Street Bridge Widening Project 
to redesign the entrance and parking lot replacement. USC has also offered to pay for any 
additional cost that occurs as a result of their redesign effort, including design evaluation, 
approvals and construction costs.

BOE cannot issue work orders until they receive the required funds from USC.

Federal bridge funds are not available for the proposed modification. BOE anticipates the 
Soto Street Bridge Widening Project will enter the procurement phase in January 2016 with an 
anticipated construction start in June 2016. Once the redesign is completed, evaluated and 
approved, USC will contribute additional funds to the City for any increase-, in construction costs 
that result from the redesign. All costs for the redesign, evaluation, approvals and related 
construction increases will be paid for by USC.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Department of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering, be 
authorized to receive $50,000 from USC for the evaluation, approvals and related construction 
costs resulting from a redesign of the curb cuts of the Soto Street Bridge Widening Project at their 
facilities; the contribution of funds for the evaluation and approvals does not grant to USC any 
design approval authority or agreement on the party of the City to undertake requested 
modifications;
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I FURTHER MOVE that the Department of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering, be 
authorized to deposit such funds to Engineering Special Service Fund No. 682 and appropriate 
therein to Fund 682, Department 50, Account No. “TBD”, entitled “Soto Street Bridge Widening 
Project”;

I FURTHER MOVE that the Bureau of Engineering be authorized to negotiate and execute 
a letter or agreement or similar instrument between the City and USC to implement the proposed 
construction and design work associated with the Soto Street Bridge Widening Project; and

I FURTHER MOVE that the Bureau of Engineering be authorized to make any technical 
corrections or clarifications to the above actions in order to effectuate the intent of this motion.

uPRESENTE BY:
Qg/BERT CEDILLO 
Councilmember, 151 District

SECONDED BY;

dhp


