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The City and County of Los Angeles entered into an agreement to create the 
Native American Indian Commission (Commission) effective in July 1980. The County 
of Los Angeles drafted and adopted the ordinance for the Commission’s creation, and 
the City of Los Angeles agreed to participate in the functions of the Commission as well 
as provide fiscal support to further the goals of Commission/Community. Officially 
known as the Los Angeles City/County American Indian Commission, it has the primary 
purpose of increasing the acquisition and application of funding resources to the socio
economic problems of American Indians in Los Angeles City and County. The 
Commission is committed to representing the special interests and concerns of 
American Indians of all tribal and cultural backgrounds, religious convictions and social 
circumstances.

The Commission is composed of 15 members, five appointed by the County, five 
appointed by the City, and five selected through an election conducted by the 
Commission from the Los Angeles Indian community. The work of the Commission has 
been invaluable in the services provided as well as through the partnerships created. 
They work with the Gabrieleno/Tongva Native American Services to provide public 
transit assistance and food distribution. The Commission collaborated with Pukuu 
Cultural Community Services to create a One Stop Emergency Service Program to 
provide temporary aid to low-income residents. The Commission also sub-contracts to 
the United American Indian Involvement to provide advocacy services in a manner 
respectful of tribal affiliations and cultural values.

There is an opportunity now to review the roles and responsibilities of the 
Commission with regard to both City and County priorities and to expand the 
opportunities for Native American people in the City and County to access all the 
resources available to them.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council REQUEST the Los Angeles 
City/County Native American Indian Commission to report with a proposal to update the 
current operating agreement between the City and County of Los Angeles.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Los Angeles City Human Relations Commission and 
City Administrative Officer provide assistance in developing the proposal to update the 
operating agreement.
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