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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-3147-HCM 
ENV-2013-3148-CE

HEARING DATE: 
TIME:
PLACE:

November 5, 2015 
10:00 AM
City Hall, Room 1010 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
90012

Location: 2361 W. Addison Way 
Council District: 14
Community Plan Area: Northeast Los Angeles 
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Eagle Rock 
Legal Description: Tract: Hamilton Place, Block: 
None, Lot: 34

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 
MADILENE VEVERKA RESIDENCE

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNER(S)/
APPLICANT(S):

Anna Pehoushek and Alfred Zelinka 
545 East Palmyra Avenue 
Orange, CA 92866

PREPARER: Vanessa Withers 
419 Concord Avenue 
Monrovia, CA 91016

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the subject property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.

2. Adopt the staff report and findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE 
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager 
Office of Historic Resources

Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate 
Office of Historic Resources

Historic-Cultural Monument ApplicationAttachments:
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FINDINGS

The Madilene Veverka Residence "embodies the characteristics of an architectural-type 
specimen inherently valuable for a study of a period, style, or method of construction” as 
an example of a vernacular bungalow with Czech cottage influences.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or 
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is 
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events 
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

The Madilene Veverka Residence is a one-story house in Eagle Rock located at 2361 W. Addison 
Way. The house was constructed in 1922 as a vernacular bungalow and was owned by Czech 
immigrant Dr. M. Madilene Veverka, a widely-known educator. The house was expanded between 
1927 and 1933 with an addition to the front of the house that included a living room, bathroom, 
bedroom and side entrance. Oral histories explain that the house was expanded in order to meet 
the entertaining needs of Veverka. Veverka hired Czech architect Joseph "Joe” Taus to conduct 
the work. Taus transformed the house by enlarging the footprint and ornamenting the addition 
with intricate detailing and wood work inspired by Czech cottages. Only the front addition includes 
the Czech inspired detailing and roof forms. Portions of the original 1922 house are extant on the 
back of the house and are demarcated by simple window trim and eaves typical of vernacular 
bungalows.

The house is characterized by a clipped front-facing gable and multi-light wood windows placed 
asymmetrically across the front elevation. The entrance to the house is on the side elevation, 
accessed from a small covered porch off of the driveway. The house is clad in wood siding. The 
siding on attic portion of the front fa?ade is installed at intersecting angles forming a pattern. The 
interior contains wood floors, a fireplace with arched brick surround, and bathrooms with 1920s- 
era tile. The garage was relocated in 1927.

Dr. M. Madilene Veverka (1873-1952) immigrated to the United States from Czechoslovakia in 
1888 and she moved to Los Angeles in 1914. Veverka was well known in the Czech community 
in Los Angeles, and had friendships and a fair amount of interaction with Czechs in the arts 
including plein air painters Emil Kosa and Boza Hessova (aka Beatrice Hess), sculptor Cyril 
Jurecka, and others. Veverka had a successful career as an educator and served as Supervisor 
of Kindergarten and Primary Education of Los Angeles Public Schools, and later became Director 
of Elementary Curriculum. Her specialty was teaching reading and English to foreign students.
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DISCUSSION

The Madilene Veverka Residence meets one of the four criteria of the Cultural Heritage 
Ordinance. The Residence "embodies the characteristics of an architectural-type specimen 
inherently valuable for a study of a period, style, or method of construction” as an example of a 
vernacular bungalow with Czech cottage influences. Originally designed as a simple vernacular 
bungalow in 1922, the house was transformed between 1927 and 1933 into a Czech cottage to 
meet the needs of its Czechoslovakian owner, Dr. M. Madilene Veverka. The Czech cottage 
influences on the house include turned posts, decorative woodwork, patterned siding on the attic 
level, clipped gable, and deep eaves. It is rare to see vernacular bungalows in Los Angeles with 
the application of these elements.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 "consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 "consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Madilene Veverka Residence as a Historic-Cultural Monument in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code ("LAAC”) 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic 
significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations 
and new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC 
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will 
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and reconstruction 
of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for the Treatment of Historic Properties.
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Categorical Exemption ENV-2015-3148-CE was prepared on October 19, 2015.

BACKGROUND

On September 3, 2015 the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under 
consideration. On October 22, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioner 
Kennard visited the property, accompanied by a staff member from the Office of Historic 
Resources.
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-3147-HCM 
ENV-2013-3148-CE

HEARING DATE: 
TIME:
PLACE:

September 3, 2015 
10:00 AM
City Hall, Room 1010 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
90012

Location: 2361 W. Addison Way 
Council District: 14
Community Plan Area: Northeast Los Angeles 
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Eagle Rock 
Legal Description: Tract: Hamilton Place, Block: 
None, Lot: 34

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 
MADILENE VEVERKA RESIDENCE

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNER(S)/
APPLICANT(S):

Anna Pehoushek and Alfred Zelinka 
545 East Palmyra Avenue 
Orange, CA 92866

PREPARER: Anna Pehoushek
545 East Palmyra Avenue
Orange, CA 92866

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10 
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE 
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager 
Office of Historic Resources

Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate 
Office of Historic Resources

Historic-Cultural Monument ApplicationAttachments:
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SUMMARY

The Madilene Veverka Residence is a one-story house in Eagle Rock located at 2361 W. 
Addison Way. The house was built or relocated to the site in 1922 and was owned by Czech 
immigrant Dr. M. Madilene Veverka, a widely-known educator. An addition was added to the 
house in 1927 and records indicate that between then and 1933 the exterior of the house was 
transformed from a simple bungalow into a vernacular cottage with detailing inspired by Czech 
cottages. Czech architect Joseph "Joe” Taus is listed as the architect of record. Oral histories 
explain that the work was done to meet the entertaining needs of Veverka.

The house is characterized by a clipped front-facing gable and multi-light wood windows placed 
asymmetrically across the front elevation. The entrance to the house is on the side elevation, 
accessed from a small covered porch off of the driveway. The house is clad in wood siding, 
installed at intersecting angles in a pattern. Turned posts and decorative woodwork are found at 
the side porch entrance and around the house. The interior contains wood floors, a fireplace 
with arched brick surround, and bathrooms with 1920-era tile. An addition and relocation of the 
garage was completed in 1927.

Dr. M. Madilene Veverka (1873-1952) immigrated to the United States from Czechoslovakia in 
1888 and she moved to Los Angeles in 1914. Veverka was well known in the Czech community 
in Los Angeles, and had friendships and a fair amount of interaction with Czechs in the arts 
including plein air painters Emil Kosa and Boza Hessova (aka Beatrice Hess), sculptor Cyril 
Jurecka, and others. Veverka had a successful career as an educator and served as Supervisor 
of Kindergarten and Primary Education of Los Angeles Public Schools, and later became 
Director of Elementary Curriculum. Her specialty was teaching reading and English to foreign 
students.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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Office of Historic Resaurces/Cultural Heritage Commission !l (f 9

I*HISTORI
NOMINATION FORM

CULTURE MONUMENT

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

Proposed Monument Name: Madilene Veverka Residence First Owner/Tenant

Council District: 14Street Address: 2361 W. Addison Way Zip: 90041

Range of Addresses on Property: Community Name: Northeast LA/Eagle Rock

Tract: Hamilton Place Block: None 34Assessor Parcel Number: 5685004021 Lot:

Site/

Open Space
Proposed Monument 
Property Type:

Natural
Feature

(• Building r rc Structure C' Object

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CONDITION

C' Factual • EstimatedYear Built: 1922 Threatened?: None

Architect/Designer: Joseph Karel Taus Contractor: Joseph Karel Taus

Original Use: single-family residence Present Use: single-family residence

if “No,"(• Yes i" No ( UnknownIs the Proposed Monument on its Original Site?: where?:

3. STYLE & MATERIALS

Architectural Style: Vernacular Gabled Cottage Stories: 1 Plan Shape: Irregular

PRIMARY SECONDARYFEATURE

Type: SelectType: Wood
CONSTRUCTION

Cladding Material: Wood clapboards Cladding Material: Stucco, textured

Type: Jerkinhead Type: Select

ROOF
Material: Composition shingle Material: Select

Type: Double-hungType: Casement

WINDOWS
Material: Wood Material: Wood

Style: Off-center Style: Select

ENTRY
Material: Wood Material: Select

4. HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance Criteria (Section 22.171.7): 

Reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, state or community

/ Is identified with historic personage(s) or with important events in the main currents of national, state, or local history

Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, inherently valuable for study of 
a period, style or method of construction

A notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age

✓

1 UPDATED MARCH 2014



CITY Ot lUSANGELLS

Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission
IlM<1.HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT

NOMINATION FORM

5. ALTERATION SUMMARY

List date and write a brief description of work done for major alterations. This section may also be completed on a 

separate document. Be sure to include copies of building permits in the nomination packet (see Section 9. SUBMITTAL).

I. Addition of bedroom and a new fireplace, garage moved1927

2 Substantial addition to the front of the house and re-design as a Czech cottage (see attached materials)1933

3.

4.

5.

6

7

8

6. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (If known)

Listed in the National Register of Historic Places

Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources

Formally determined eligible for the National and/or California Registers

c Contributing feature 

r Non-contributing feature
Located in a Historic Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ)

Determined eligible for national, state, or local landmark 

status by a historic resources survey(s)
Survey Name(s)

Other historical or cultural resource designation(s).

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

This section allows you to discuss at length the significance of the proposed monument and why it should be nominated 

os a Historic-Cultural Monument. Type your responses on a separate document and attach sheets to the back of this 

form.

Proposed Monument Description - Describe the proposed monument's physical characteristics and 

relationship to its surrounding environment, Identify and describe any character-defining elements, 

structures, Interior spaces, or landscape features.

A.

Statement of Significance - Address the proposed monument's historic, cultural, and/or architectural 

significance by discussing how it satisfies the HCM criteria selected in Section 4 (on the previous page) 

You must support your argument with substantial evidence and analysis.

B.

2 UPDATED MARCH 2014
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HISTORIC-CULTUF
NOMINATION FORM

L MONUMENT wa

8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Applicant

Company:Name: Anna Pehoushek

City: OrangeStreet Address: 545 East Palmyra Ave. State. Ca

Email. azap@earthlink.netPhone Number: (714) 289-0043Zip: 92866

• Yes l No (Property Owner Is the owner in support of the nomination? Unknown

Company:Name; Anna Pehoushek and Alfred Zelinka

Street Address: S45 East Palmyra Ave. City: Orange State: Ca

Zip: 92866 (714) 289-0043 Email: azap@earthlink.netPhone Number:

Nomination Preparer/Applicant's Representative

Vanessa Withers Company: Historic Preservation PartnersName:

Street Address: 419 Concord Ave City: Monrovia State: Ca

Zip: 91016 (626) 993-4993Phone Number: Email: vanessa@hppgroup.net

9. RELEASE

Please read each statement and check the corresponding boxes to indicate that you agree with the statement.

Then, electronically or physically sign the bottom portion. Either the applicant or the preparer may sign.

I acknowledge that all documents submitted will become public records under the California Public Records Act, 

and understand that the documents will be made available upon request to members of the public for inspection 

and copying
0

I acknowledge that all photographs and images submitted as part of this application will become the property of 

the City of Los Angeles, and understand that permission is granted for use of the photographs and images by the 

City without any expectation of compensation.
0

0 I acknowledge that I have the right to submit or have obtained the appropriate permission to submit all 

information contained in this application.

Anna Pehoushek
Name: Signature:Date:

3 UPDATED MARCH 2014

mailto:azap@earthlink.net
mailto:azap@earthlink.net
mailto:vanessa@hppgroup.net
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10. SUBMITTAL

When you have completed preparing your nomination, compile all materials in the order specified below Although the entire 

packet must not exceed 100 pages, you may send additional material on a CD or flash drive.

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

1 / 6. / Copies of Building Permits for Major Alterations

(include first construction permit)

7. / Contemporary Photos

8. / Historical Photos

9. / ZIMAS Parcel Report

Nomination Form

Written Statements A and B

Bibliography

Two Primary Photos of Exterior/Main Facade 

Copies of Primary/Secondary Documents

2. ✓

3. /

4 /
5. ✓

Mail the Historic-Cultural Monument Submittal to the Office of 

Historic Resources or email PDF to lambert.giessinger@lacity.org

Office of Historic Resources 

Department of City Planning 

200 N Spring Street, Room 620 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Phone: 213.978.1200 

Website: preservation.lacity.org

UPDATED MARCH 20144

mailto:lambert.giessinger@lacity.org
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NOMINATION FORM

8. CONrACT INEORMATION 

Applicant

Company:Name: Anna Pehoushek

Street Address; S45 East Palmyra Ave Oty: Orange State: Ca

Phone Number: (714)289-0043 Email ,u>ap@eanhlink netZip: 92866

Property Owner • yesIs the owner in support of the nomination? 

Company:

UnknownN
Name' Anna Pehoushek and Alfred Zelmka

5treet Address S45 East Palmyra Ave City: Orange State: Ca

Zip: 92866 (714) 289-0043 Email: arap@earthlmk.netPhone Number:

Nomination Preparer/Applicant's Representative

Name: Vanessa Withers Company: Hlstoiic Preservation Partners

Street Address. 419 Concord Ave City: Monrovia State: Ca

(626) 993-4993Zip. 91016 Email: vanessa@hppgroup.netPhone Number:

9. RELEASE

Please read each statement and check the corresponding boxes to indicate that you agree with the statement 
I hen, electronically or physically sign the bottom portion Either the applicant or the preparer may sign

I acknowledge that all documents submitted will become public records under the California Public Records Act, 
and undeistand that the documents will be made available upon request to members of the public for inspection 
and copying.

12
I acknowledge that all photographs and images submitted as part of this application will become the property of 
the City of los Angeles, and understand that permission is granted for use of the photographs and images by the 
City without any expectation of compensation

2

2 l acknowledge that I have the light to submit or have obtained the appropriate permission to submit oil 
information contained In this application.

\ishekAnna Peto
Name.

viw
: 6Signature' Yv Vl'~i- Y :0. /r—

-

UPDATED MARCH 2014
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PARCEL PROFILE
'6.!,

REPORT
Address/Legal Information
PIN Number
Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 
Thomas Brothers Grid 
Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 
Tract
Map Reference 
Block

PROPERTY ADDRESSES
2361 W ADDISON WAY 160-5A221 82 

8.425 8 (sq ft)
PAGE 564 - GRID J6 

5685004021 
HAMILTON PLACE 

MB 10-191 
None

ZIP CODES
90041

RECENT ACTIVITY
None

Lot 34

CASf NUMBERS
CPC-1989-177-IPRO 
CPC-1986-826-GPC 
ORD-172316 
ORD-165351-SA1074 

EN V-2013-3392-CE

Arb (Lot Cut Reference)
Map Sheet
Jurisdictional Information
Community Plan Area 
Area Planning Commission 

Neighborhood Council 
Council District 
Census Tract #
LADBS District Office 
Planning and Zoning Information 

Special Notes 
Zoning
Zoning Information (Zl)

General Plan Land Use 
General Plan Footnote(s)
Hillside Area (Zoning Code)
Baseline Hillside Ordinance 
Baseline Mansionization Ordinance 
Specific Plan Area 
Special Land Use / Zoning 
Design Review Board 
Historic Preservation Review 
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone 
Other Historic Designations 
Other Historic Survey Information 
Mills Act Contract
POD - Pedestrian Oriented Districts 
CDO - Community Design Overlay 
NSO - Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay 
Slreetscape 
Sign District
Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area
CRA - Community Redevelopment Agency
Central City Parking
Downtown Parking
Building Line
500 Ft School Zone
500 Ft Park Zone

None
160-5A221

Northeast Los Angeles 
East Los Angeles 

Eagle Rock 
CD 14 - Jose Huizar 

1813.00
Los Angeles Metro

None
R1-1
ZI-2129 EAST LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

Low Residential
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
None
None
No
No
None
None
None
None
None
None
No
No
No
None
None
No
No
None
No
No

This report Is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website For more details, please refer to Ihe terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as Is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control. Benefit Assessment

zimas.lacity.org | cityplanning.lacity.org



Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN I 
Ownership (Assessor) 

Ownerl

5685004021

PEHOUSHEK.ANNA C CO TR ET AL PEHOUSHEK-ZEUNKA TRUST
AND

Owner2
Address

GUFREY,VLASTA TR V GUFREY TRUST

545 E PALMYRA AVE 
ORANGE CA 92866

Ownership (City Clerk) 
Owner GUFREY, VLASTA N (TR.) VLASTA GUFREY REVOCABLE TRUST 

UDT DTD 4-22-2002 (ET AL)
2361 ADDISON WAY 
LOS ANGELES CA 90041
0 193 (ac)
0100 - Single Residence
$25,477

$17,720
09/23/04

Address

APN Area (Co. Public Works)' 
Use Code 
Assessed Land Val 

Assessed Improvement Val 
Last Owner Change 
Last Sale Amount 
Tax Rate Area 
Deed Ref No (City Clerk)

$0
4
P336050
950366
686

669406
336050
2449912
1894959

Building 1 
Year Built 
Building Class 

Number of Units 
Number of Bedrooms 
Number of Bathrooms 
Building Square Footage 

Building 2 
Building 3 
Building 4 
Building 5
Additional Information
Airport Hazard 
Coastal Zone 
Farmland
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone 
Fire District No. 1 
Flood Zone 
Watercourse
Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties 
Methane Hazard Site 
High Wind Velocity Areas
Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Gnd Map A- 
13372)
Oil Wells
Seismic Hazards
Active Fault Near-Source Zone 

Nearest Fault (Distance in km)
Nearest Fault (Name)

1922
D55B

1
4
2
1,591.0 (sq ft)
No data tor building 2 
No data for building 3 
No data for building 4 
No data for building 5

None
None
Area Not Mapped
No
No
None
No
No
Methane Buffer Zone
No
Yes

None

Within Fault Zone 
Raymond Fault

This report is subject io the terms and conditions as set forth on the website For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zlmas ladty.org
(•) - APN Area »s provided "as tsM from the Los Angeles County's Public Works. Flood Control, Benefit Assessment
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Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles BasinRegion
Fault Type

Slip Rate (mm/year)
Slip Geometry 

Slip Type
Down Dip Width (km)
Rupture Top 

Rupture Bottom 
Dip Angle (degrees) 
Maximum Magnitude 

Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone 
Landslide 
Liquefaction
Tsunami Inundation Zone 

Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District 
Promise Zone 
Renewal Community 
Revitalization Zone 
Slate Enterprise Zone 
Targeted Neighborhood Initiative 
Public Safety 
Police Information 

Bureau
Division I Station 

Reporting District

B
1.50000000
Left Lateral Reverse - Oblique 
Moderately Constrained 
13 00000000 
000000000 
13.00000000 

-75.00000000 
6 50000000
No
No

Yes
No

None
No

No
None
EAST LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE 
None

Central
Northeast

1113
Fire Information 

Division 
Balatlion

District / Fire Station 
Red Flag Restricted Parking

1
2
42
No

This report is subject to me terms and conditions as set forth on the website For more details, please reler to the terms and conditions ai zlmas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is” from the Los Angeles County's Public Works. Flood Control. Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | cityplanning.lacity.org



CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database 

Case Number 
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s): Data Not Available
Case Number:

Required Action(s):

CPC-1989-177-IPRO
IPRO-INTERIM PLAN REVISION ORDINANCE

CPC-1986-826-GPC
GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s). GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY - ZONE CHANGES - HEIGHT DISTRICT CHANGES AND PLAN AMENDMENTS
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

Case Number.
Required Actlon(s)' 
Project Descriptions(s):

ENV-2013-3392-CE 
CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION
THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE MODIFIES SECTION 22.119 OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE TO ALLOW 
ORIGINAL ART MURALS ON LOTS DEVELOPED WITH ONLY ONE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE AND THAT ARE 
LOCATED WITHIN COUNCIL DISTRICTS 1 9. AND 14

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-172316 
ORD-165351-SA1074

This repon is suDjeci to the terms and conditions as set rortn on the weostte. For more details, please reter to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(•) * APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works. Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | cityplanning.lacity.org
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2361 Addison Way - Historic-Cultural Monument Application

A. Architectural Description

2361 Addison Way is located in the Eagle Rock area of Los Angeles. Originally built 
in 1922 as a single-story bungalow, it was uniquely re-designed starting with an 
addition in 1927 and completed in 1933 by Czech architect Joeph ''Joe" Taus to 
represent a vernacular Czech cottage. Situated on a semi-hillside lot the home 
presents to the street as a single story cottage with side entrance. The overall 
exterior of the residence is characterized by a Jerkinhead (clipped) front-facing 
gable and multi-light wood windows placed asymmetrically across the fagade. The 
exterior of the house is clad in wood siding that is installed at intersecting angles in 
a pattern/manner reminiscent of Czech cottage vernacular. Turned posts and 
decorative woodwork found at the side porch entrance and around the house 
continue adherence to the Czech styling. The interior contains wood floors, a 
fireplace with arched brick surround, and bathrooms with 1920-era tile.

The building is in good condition. It has retained historic integrity and exhibits many 
of its original character-defining features from the 1933 re-design. The work done 
between 1922 and 1933 is considered an alteration to the original building that has 
gained significance in it’s own right.

Historic photographs show the house in its original state and then after its 
transformation.
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Historic-Cultural Monument Application2361 Addison Way
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Figure 2 New side porch entrance with later era detail
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Figure 3 Front Elevalion of Collage (recent photo)



2361 Addison Way ~ Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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Figure 4 Side porch entrance with Czech-influenced wood detailing



2361 Addison Way ~ Historic-Cultural Monument Application

B. Significance

2361 Addison Way is significant as an excellent example of a vernacular Czech 
cottage designed by Czech architect Joseph “Joe" Taus. (Biography of Joe Taus 
included in attached historical report) The home was built for Dr. M. Madilene 
Veverka, who was a well-known educator and served as Supervisor of Kindergarten 
and Primary Education of Los Angeles Public Schools, and went on to become 
Director of Elementary Curriculum. Additionally, she wrote reading textbooks for 
Laidlaw Brothers Publisher and also served on the California State Curriculum 
Commission. Her area of specialty was teaching reading and English to foreign 
students. Dr. Veverka was well known in the Czech community in the early days of 
Los Angeles, and had friendships and a fair amount of interaction with Czechs in 
the arts including plain air painters Emil Kosa and Boza Hessova (aka Beatrice 
Hess), sculptor Cyril Jurecka, and others. (Information from Anna Pehoushek, great 
niece of Dr. Veverka) Extensive family history and biographical information is 
available and included as an appendix to this application.

Addison way embodies the distinguishing characteristics of the Czech vernacular 
cottage and is a unique architectural specimen. It is inherently valuable for its 
contribution to the story of Czech immigrants in Los Angeles. Dr. Veverka was an 
influential member of her community and her contributions both locally and 
regionally were significant.
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2361 Addison Way - Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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Joe Taus from Chicago was a friend of Dr. Veverka’s and oral history states that the 
re-design and additions to the residence were a result of Madilene’s fondness for 
entertaining and accommodating guests. “That’s why she added the room onto 
the house, because it was pretty small for entertaining, an she wanted to be able to 
accommodate more people. And it would be a full house. Auntie kept a guest 
book that she always had people sign.. .There are some famous names in there: I 
think Francis Lederer. [Francis Lederer (1899-2000) renowned Czech actor, 
teacher, writer, director and civic leader in American and Europe.]

2361 Addison Way is significant as a uniquely intact representation of Czech 
architecture as adapted for Southern California and as the long-time home of an 
influential member of the local community.
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Figure 5 Vlasta Nusek Gufre\ (Niece of Dr. Veverka!



2361 Addison Way - Historic-Cultural Monument Application

Sources

Building Permit Record (limited)

County Assessor’s Record

Note regarding available permits: Eagle Rock was annexed into the City of L.A. in 
1923 and there are few permit records available for the property. Information that 
was found is included as an appendix to this report.

Oral History of Vlasta Nosek Gufrey. niece of Dr. Veverka, who lived at 2361 
Addison Way from the time of Dr, Veverka's death in the 1950s until her own death 
in January 2014. Interviews and editing by Sharon Levine Waldman, Family 
Chronicles.

Additional oral history and materials compiled by family members of Dr. Veverka.

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International Alpha Chapter Publication 1936
1969.

Additional Information

House History prepared by building biographer, Tim Gregory 

Parcel Profile Report



The Building 
Biographer 
Tim Gregory
<r Building Hislones
<• Aichival Consulting
<• Cultural Resource Studies
<• Histone Resources Surveys
<• Local State and National Landmarkmg
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2361 ADDISON WAY

LOS ANGELES

Years of Completion: Original construction 1922 (according to the County Assessor) 
Remodeled into current appearance: 1933

Style: 1922—Colonial Revival
1933—Period Revival (said to be based on the style of a Czechoslovakian cottage)

Original Building Permit: There is no permit on tile for the 1922 construction. Eagle Rock 
was not annexed into the City of Los Angeles until 1923 All pennits issued by the City of Eagle 
Rock before it was annexed are no longer on tile

First Owner: M Madilene Veverka. then a teacher with the Los Angeles City Schools, who 
purchased the vacant parcel from J H and G W Gehnng in 1922. Miss Veverka (1873-1952) 
was bom in Czechoslovakia and came to the United States with her family in 1888 They first 
settled on a cattle ranch in Iowa but later moved to Colorado where Miss Veverka received her ’ 
public-school education After earning a B A and M A. from Greely State Teachers College, 
she pursued additional graduate work at the University of Chicago and Columbia University She 
would late receive her Ph D from Charles University in Prague

In Los Angeles, Miss Veverka began as an eighth-grade teacher in 1914 and then was promoted 
to Assistant Principal, and then to a Training Teacher in Primary Education at the Los Angeles 
Normal School (now U C L A ) After more experience out-of-state, she returned to the Los 
Angeles City Schools as Director of Kindergarten-Primary Education She served as Director of

1 The County Assessor s building record indicates a 1903 construction date, but the Assessor 's map-books show the 
first improvement on the property occurring in lax year 1923 There is a possibility the structure was moved from 
another sue in 1922. but no documentation could be found to support this

400 E California Blvd #3 ❖ Pasadena CA 91106-3763 
(626) 792-7465 4* iimgregaiyig’Sbcglobal net

www.buildingblographer com

http://www.buildingblographer


Elementary Curriculum until her retirement in 1939, Miss Veverka was a member of the 
National Education Association, the California Teachers Association, the Business and 
Professional Women’s Club. Eastern Star, and Delta Kappa Gamma (of which she was one of 
the founders and served as the first state president) More detailed information about Miss 
Vcverka's career is attached

Other Building Permits: Permit #25513 was issued by the City of Los Angeles on 
September 3. 1927 It called for the addition of a 14-by-l 8-foot bedroom and a new fireplace 
and the alteration of four windows The addition would have a concrete foundation, redwood 
mud-stlls. and wood-frame walls The owner was to act as her own contractor The cost was 
estimated at $1,235 The house before this addition measured 24 by 28 feet

Also on that day, permit #25514 allowed the garage to be moved to a new 20-by-18-foot 
concrete slab further back on the lot The existing driveway was to be extended The owner was 
again identified as the contractor for this job costing $250

The remodeling of the house into its current appearance seems to be covered by permit #268, 
issued by the City on January 6, 1933 The residence, then measuring 25 by 30 feet, would have 
a 24-by-38-foot addition containing a living room, a bedroom, and a bathroom. The addition 
would have a concrete foundation, redwood mud-sills, wood-frame walls, and a shingled roof 
The cost was estimated at $ 1,200

On March I 1933 permit #2454 allowed new tiling to be added to two bathrooms and a tile 
drain-board to be installed in the kitchen The Campbell Brothers of Los Angeles was the 
contractor.

Copies of these permits are attached No other permits were found on file for this property, 
although it appears that the front porch was enclosed at some point.

Joe Taus, the contractor shown on the 1933 permit, was no doubt also the 
architect who would have been responsible for the current appearance of the house. Miss 
Veverka’s family remembers that he was a friend of hers. Joseph Karel Taus (1892-1956), a 
native of Kladnu, Czechoslovakia, emigrated to the United States as a young man and settled in 
Brookfield. Illinois. Local directories show him living in Brookfield with his American-born 
wife Josephine and working as a self-employed ‘’building architect.’’ Mr Taus must have 
traveled out to Los Angeles to design and probably supervise the construction of tire alterations 
on Addison Way. (He may have not had much to do in Illinois, since the construction industry 
had been hit hard nation-wide by the Great Depression ) However, directories from the 1940s 
reveal he was back living in Illinois by then He appears to have relocated permanently to 
Southern California at some later point, as he passed away in Orange County at the age of 64 
He was interred at the Wauconda Cemetery in Illinois

Architect in 1933:

Assessor’s Records: The Los Angeles County Assessor first visited the property on October 18, 
1933 and recorded a single one-story “bungalow” with a concrete foundation, walls of wood 
siding, a hipped and gabled shingled roof, and plain wood trim Heat was provided by a 
fireplace and a gas-powered floor furnace There were ten plumbing fixtures Lighting fixtures



3

were judged to he of "special" quality Plaster and plain woodwork were the primary intenoi 
finishes The house had four hardwood floors Overall construction quality of the house was 
rated ‘ good ”

The Assessor estimated the square footage at 1,616 The house had three living rooms (one was 
probably a dining room), four bedrooms, two tiled bathrooms, a kitchen, and a breakfast nook 
The detached garage, measuring eighteen by twenty feet, had a cement floor walls of wood 
siding, and a shingled roof

The Los Angeles County Assessor currently estimates the square footage of the house at 1.591 
with four bedrooms and two bathrooms

Copies of the Assessor 's building records are attached

Other Owners and Residents: Title passed to Vlasta Nosek in 1953 Sylvia G. Nosek became 
a co-owner in 1955 In 1974 the names of the recorded owners changed to Vlasta Gufrev and 
Sylvia G Pehoushek

John Pehoushek was shown as owner in April 1990 Anna Pehoushek became sole owner in 
December 2001 In September 2004. ownership changed to Anna C Pehoushek and Vlasta 
Gufrev, et al
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Sources:
City of Los Angeles, Building & Safety Department
Los Angeles County Assessor (South El Monte district office and Los Angeles archives) 
Los Angeles Public Library

Gebhard, David and Robert Winter An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles 
Salt Lake City, Gibbs-Smith, 2003 

McAlester, Virginia and Lee A Field Guide to American Houses 
New York. Knopf, 1984

City Directories 1923-

Los Angeles Times December 9, 1952

Inlemet Resources, including California Index, California Death Index,
Gale Biography Master Index, Ancestry com, and Historic Los Angeles Times 
Database

Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
400 East California Blvd , #3 
Pasadena. CA 91106-3763 
626-792-7465
limgreaorv'u sbculohal net 
w\v\v buildingbioerapher com

Copyright October 2014 
by Tim Gregory
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M Madilene Veverka

ML Madilene Veverka was an apple cheeked ■ 
little woman of inflexible determination -I 
and untiring energy. That she could ‘*gei H 
things done” was no «caggersit?obi She M 

. believed tfp making Chi State a:-,.great - . ■ 
organization and set about to-' achieve I 
that goal. Fot two terms bf ofGce sher . ■ 
was President, 1 936k1940,: and her creed 
was “to organize as many chapters as quickly as possible to bring Delta .Kappa Gafnroa to the artehtion i 
the education^ world*’-. Sowetfdid.she p^^iVbr^and'sbVigorously dMshe gi#* ’ ~*'= ' **“*' '

.< odevptibii.toihe Society1, sheyv 1 i ^ w^*'"
ent of a na fcfptial award

-“Fcrr her outstanding wbrk., not Only in, Delta Kappa GflriWatmVtn the advancement GfeducatiBtarrrgeaef 
Dr. M. ftfedilenr Veverka. is given the National AchieverdenUAw&rd* V -Propheticaily this has hecorne fc 
Intemaiional Aohievement AvYard. * * 'A - Ss '■ ' '

Madilene Veverka Was born in Czechoslovakia, November 9. 1973, and died in Los Angeles^Dece 
- ber 7, 1952. She carae to America with h<£r fairiily iti T&88 .and first.lived on a cattle raariiija lowa. 

the family moved to Colorado whcrc she fe^ived herld^ schQdf eda^tidhandthen heT.-Badtelor ofA, 
i and her Master of Arts degrees ^eely State t'eachers Ctallegsr. She had one year of graduate suidy 
the University of Chicago; received ah addiflphal Bachelor of Arts and Mastet of Artv degree feotn Tedch« 
College; Columbia University; an Honorary LUD. from Colorado College pf Education; and aj?h;l>, frj 

_ :. Charles University, Prague.
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Madllene’s teaching career embraces many and varied experiences. Site establlsheil the KjndetgSti
Department at Normal University; Las Vegas,.Nevada. She wasCounty Superintendent otSdiotsW, aitd|j 

’ “ Principal of a new iixae rpottt schobl ih'her hpmc town.
AfiteT her year art the University of-Chicago she came fo Los Angles as eighth grade'teacher i 

Assistant Principal, and then Training. Teachef fa Primary Education at ihe Los Angeles Normal Sdi 
(now1 U.C.L. A.). She returned to Greely as .Twining Teacher in the Priih#fy Departtiiex»t, then tbGbitmi

K;

-4 ‘

a

University for further study. Re turning to,Los,’An gtdes, she was Director of Kindergarten— Krimajry Eduea 
for the Los Angeles City Schools. 5 !- f ‘ j



offered her a yearY scholarship at the UniversityJr was daring this time that Columbia Universityi: V-

oE-.iiei choice. She chose to go to her homeland and at Prague aceomplisiied thc great feat cd earning her 
Ph;&. degree in one year at one of the oldest universitics;in. Europe. For two months she visited schools in 

'e before return.mg toLos Angeles where she was appointed Director 
Schools* a position she held up til her retirement in 19 39^

■ tr"
Curriculum forf -

s r*-ie Los-Ar es &■ i.did in-Vr.
:eiey, the: .‘Ics, the University of California -i • ' -

J ; :i*
-A k,

x/ '
, f-

1 r-’ ZV

She was a mem her of the 
ipsa and Professional Women's 
rganized relief work for-tbr women and children of
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., ter her retire]
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" •and by devotion
“Qtten

"5a 1>.Ledisati rin io d _ _
In recoghmofi of her contribution 

was named in her honor*, the Dr.
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L.asi Kiies 10 He conoucteo ior taucaior
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Dec 9, 1952;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1881-1990) 
pg. BIO

Last Rites to 
Be Conducted 
for Educator

Funeral service* for Dr. 
M. Martilene Veverka. 79. for
mer Los Angeles educator, will 
I* conducted at 2 pm Thursday 
at the Church or the Recession
al. Forest Lawn. Dr. Veverka 
[lied Sunday.

Relatives request no flowers, 
asking Instead that donations be 
contributed to the M. Matlilene 
Veverka Scholarship Fund, Del
ta Kappa Gamma Society, 6019 
Overhill Drive.

Dr. Veverka is former director 
of elementary curriculum and

supervisor or Instruction for the 
elementary division of the Los 
Angeles city school system.

The educator, a former presi
dent and State founder of (he 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society,

lived at 2361 Addison WJty, She 
leaves three brother*. Anton, 
Felix and Louis Veverka.
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PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, and other data rand be filed if required.

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Size of Addition... IHLJL .Slzo of Lot...<S..P....x...jli£P!..dumber of Stone* when complete.—^----- ......
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Preface

3

Los Angeles, California 
1969

An attempt has been made to document the historical background of 
the founding of Chi State Delta Kappa Gamma and the pursuant organization 
of Alpha Chapter. Biographical sketches have been included of those members 
who have held International, State or Regional assignments or who have re
ceived special State or chapter honors. Induded also are Honorary State and 
chapter members.

There is a chronological list of all those signing the original constitution 
and subsequent constitutions; a list of those transferring to Alpha from other 
chapters; those transferring from Alpha, and those resigning from the chapter. 
Reproduced also is the first Year Book membership roster issued in 1938-1939, 
and the current roster; Charter members and first initiates now active are listed 
and all those elected to chapter offices. A section In Memoriam follows and the 
book closes with a Song of Consecration, music written by Rcta Mae Mitchell, 
Alpha 1937, words by Snow Longley Housh, Alpha Poet Laureate for many years.

The manuscript was compiled by the Research Committee: Anna Hawley 
Searles, Chairman, Alpha 1937; Martha Jane Johnson, Alpha 1937; Eleanor 
Woolley Lee, Alpha 1938; Mary Kumler Hansen, Alpha 1938; Sybil Spalding 
Watkins, Alpha 1947; Marilyn Lindsay, Alpha 1958.
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IN THE BEGINNING
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THE BEGINNING of Alpha Chapter, Chi State, California, is detailed in the following letter from Annie 
Webb Blanton, Founder of the National Delta Kappa Gamma Society, dated 1936Austin, Texas.r f.

i
With the reputation which California teachers in national organizations have made for ability and 

energy, it is not surprising that California should do a little better than the rest of m in the unique achieve
ment of having formed, at one and the same time, its state organization and also its Alpha Chapter.

On Thanksgiving Day, November 26, 1936, Annie Webb Blanton, National Executive Secretary of 
the Delta Kappa Gamma Society, presided at the initiation luncheon given at the Biltmore Hotel, Los 
Angeles. Miss Blanton was assisted in the initiation ceremonies by three initiated members: Mrs. C. C. 
Crawford, Associate State Member of California; Miss Robbie Hopkins, Member of the Theta Chapter of 
Orange, Texas; and Miss Grace Post of Pasadena, California. Mrs. Frank Parker of San Fernando, California, 
sister-in-law of Dr, Clara M. Parker, President of the Alpha Chapter of Austin, Texas, was a guest of Miss 
Blanton at the luncheon, and Mrs. Aileen ParkeT Ball, niece of Dr. Parker, was one of the State Founders.. 
The main credit for the organization of the Alpha Chapter is due to Dr. Madilene Veverka of Los Angeles: 
other Founders especially helpful in forming the state organization, were Mrs. Marion Pease of Stockton, 
Miss Zida Ballew of Areata, Mrs. Elizabeth E- Sim of Sacramento, Miss Emily Giddings of Oakland, and 
Miss Burney Porter of Los Angeles.

The following are lists of Founders, State members and chapter members. The founders are classed 
as state members, and those living in or near Los Angeles transferred to the Alpha Chapter after this chaptt 
was formed.
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Adams, Dr. Fay, (Treasurer), Assistant Professor of Education, Director of Elementary Teacher Training, 
University of Southern California

Ball, Mrs. Aileen Parker, 'Elementary Teacher, O’AIelveny School, Los Angeles
Ballew, Zula Z., (Second Vice President), Dean of Women, Humboldt State Teachers College, Areata
Breckenfeld, Bertha, formerly Assistant Supervisor, Art Section, Los Angeles City Schools
Giddings, Emily C., Elementary Teacher. Lazear School, Oakland
Locke, Olga W., Principal of Buelton School, Buelton
Moore, M, Anne, Teacher of English, Huntington Park Senior High School
Pease, Mrs. Marion O(Parliamentarian), Assistant Professor of Education, Supervisor of Student Teach-in 

College of the Pacific, Stockton
Post, Grace, (Recording Secretary), Elementary Teacher, Washington Elementary School, Pasadena 
Porter, M- Bumcy, Appointment Secretary and Teacher Training, University of California at Los Angeles 
Rice, Mabel F., (Corresponding Secretary), Head of the Department of Education, Whittier College, Dean 

of the Broadoaks School of Education, Pasadena 
Sim, Elizabeth E., Counselor, Sacramento High School 
Smith, Dr. Meredith, Head of the John Dewey School, Hollywood 
Unger, Estelle, Rural Supervisor, Santa Rosa
Veverka, Dr. M. Madilene, (President), Director Elementary Curriculum, Los Angeles City Schools
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8 Of the sixteen founders, Misses Ballew, Locke and Unger were unavoidably absent from initiatioi 
These will be initiated later by other founders.1
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State Members **\ie

Barnett, Helen M., Santa Barbara State College, Santa Barbara 
Bestor, Ruth E., Humboldt State Teachers College, Areata 
Burkholder, E. Catherine
Dodds, Ruth, Teacher of English, High School 
Hume, Mrs. Maude N.
Kelley, Elizabeth E., Pomona College, Claremont 
IJbbey, Frances Yale, Elementary Teacher 

nia, Milnes, Frances A., Teacher of English, High School
° Owen, Mrs. Elizabeth K., Assistant Professor of Economics, Mills College

Wilson, Lillian Backs trand, Department of Music, University of Southern California,
Los Angeles

i, Yates, Dorothy Hazeltine, State Teachers College, San Jose 
dark, Mrs. Margarete, (Honorary), Los Angeles

Owing to the number of engagements previously made for Thanksgiving Day, a number of this group 
were absent from initiation, but signified their acceptance, and these will be initiated later by the founders 
or by other initiated members.
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Alpha Chapter of California Members Present at Initiation

Boren, Sammie L., Elementary Teacher, Amelia Street School, Los Angeles 
Burbank, Lettie Belle, Teacher, East San Pedro School, Los Angeles 
Cavanaugh, Loma, El Centro Street School, South Pasadena 
Coman, Ruth P., Teacher, Audubon Junior High School, Los Angeles 
Crawford, Mrs. C. C., (Associate member), Los Angeles 
Edwards, Mrs. Muriel, County Superintendent, Santa Barbara
Fbssler, Mary Louise, Assistant Professor of Zoology, University of Southern California
Grant, Dr. Adele Lewis, Instructor in Botany, University College, University of Southern California
Heineman, Sarah A., Assistant Supervisor Elementary Curriculum, Los Angeles City Schoob
Hicks, Eleanor, Classroom Teacher, Los Angeles City Schools
Lamoreaux, Mrs. Lillian A., Director of Instruction, Santa Barbara City Schoob
Mallory, Gertrude, Librarian, Benjamin Franklin High School, San Gabriel
Marsh, Mrs. Rose E., Teacher in Elementary School, Los Angeles
Miller, Maude, School for Handicapped Children, Los Angeles
Parker, Marjorie L., Modem Language Teacher, Roosevelt High School, Los Angeles 
Parraenter, Helen Madilene, Classroom Teacher, Los Angeles City Schools 
Poor, Mrs. Nelva, Principal, Twenty-Fourth Street School, Los Angeles 
Smith, Mrs. Alberta S., Elementary Teacher, Sheridan Street School, Los Angeles

iug.

w

Miss Robbie Hopkins, 1852 North Wilton Place, Hollywood, is entitled to transfer to the Alpha
9

Chapter.?»• i

*Dt. Veverka later chose Dr. Adele Lewis Grant, a charter member of Alpha, to be a founder of Chi State.

**These members were "state members" only as long as no chapter exbted in their area. They were eligible 
to become charter members of new chapters.



; 1 Alpha Chapter Members Absent from Initiatio?

The following members were unavoidably absent from the initiation. These have the privilege of 
later initiation by the chapter or by the founders.
Anderson, Beatrice 
Brown, Estella 
Britton, Jasmine
Danielson, Eva, Principal of Fremont School 
Glick, Annette, Visual Education Section 
Hughes, Mrs. Dorothy Dean 
Lothrop, Mary
Passmore, Mrs. Edith, Principal of Atwater School 
Pauling, Mrs. Adeline 
Shakovich, Dr. Gladys H.
Tarbell, Mrs. Della R.
Sands, Elizabeth 
Warren, Mrs. Julia E.
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A number of founders joined the Alpha Chapter. Their names are not repeated on the rolls. They 
here classed as founders and State members. They joined the Alpha Chapter after becoming Founders. T 
Alpha Chapter will add to its rolls those Founders.

Others classed as State members on this list, if they wish to join the Alpha Chapter, may do so if 
they live in or near Los Angeles. But they must apply to Dr. Veverka to be transferred. The fees of all St; 
members and Founders go this year, to the State and National organizations. Those Founders who joiner 
Alpha Chapter, and State Members who later transfer to it, pay nothing to the Alpha Chapter this year; 
but next year they pay their fees to the Alpha Chapter.

Those classified on this list as Alpha Chapter members pay their fees to the treasurer of the Alph; 
Chapter. The chapter sends to the State Treasurer the part of the fees due to State and National orga 
zations, and the State Treasurer sends to the National Treasurer what is due to the National organizati
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Alpha Chapter Officer.
ki 'ii Miss Grace Post, President

Miss M. Burney Porter, First Vice-President
Dr. Meredith Smith, Second Vice-President
Miss Loma Cavanaugh, Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Lillian A. Lamoreaux, Recording Secretary
Dr. Adele Lewis Grant, Treasurer
Miss M. Anne Moore, Parliamentarian
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of a ; Any member noting on these lists an error in regard to herself will please correct it by writing to 
Miss Blanton, air mail, special delivery. The Bulletin will soon go to the press; correct the error before it is

State founders and State members whose fees have not yet been paid, are requested to send at once 
a check for 814, to the State Treasurer, Dr. Fay Adams, 613 West 108th Street, Los Angeles, California.

Alpha Chapter members, as listed here, whose fees have not been paid are requested at once, to send 
a check for $.14 to the Treasurer of the Alpha Chapter, Dr. Adele Lewis Grant, 1361 West 20th Street, 
South Los Angeles. Each one belongs in the lists as she is herein classified. We shall arrange, as soon as 
possible, For the initiation of those who missed the initiation. I desire to express my appreciation to each 
and all of these new members. Study your Constitution, and attend meetings faithfully; join a chapter at 
the first opportunity. The Constitution will be sent to all not having it, when I have given you time to 
correct any errors in addresses.

Cordially yours.

1

£
ney a 
.The

if Annie Webb Blanton 
National Executive Secretary 
1909 Cliff Street 
Austin, Texas
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.M Madilene Veverka

M. Madilene Veverka was ad apple cheeked 
little woman o' inflexible determination f»* 
and Limning enemy. That she could "gei
filings done” was no exaggeration. She ■■■ Jf
believed in making Chi State a great i. . fop A
organization and sei about to achieve • k - j|
that goal. For two terms of office site jf 
was President, 1936-1940, and her creed
was "to organize as many chapters as quickly as possible to bring Delta Kappa Gamma to the attention 
the educational world”. So well did she plan her work and so vigorously did she give of her time, ability ai 
devotion to the Society, that in 1940 she was elected National Second Vice-president and became the reci| 
ent of a national award, :

In these words, Marie Gugle of Ohio summarized the accomplishments of the well known educat< 
For her outs tanding work, not only in Delta Kappa Gamma but in the advancement of education ingenen 

Dr. M. Madilene Veverka is given the National Achievement Award”. Prophetically this has become t 
International Achievement Award.

Madilene Veverka was born in Czechoslovakia, November 9, 1873, and died in Los Angeles, Dece 
her 7, 1952. She came to America with her family in 1888 and first lived on a cattle ranch in Iowa. l.a; 
the family moved to Colorado where she received her high school education and then her Bachelor of A 
and her Master of Arts degrees from Greely State Teachers College. She had one year of graduate study 
the University of Chicago; received an additional Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts degree from Tea chi 
College, Columbia University; an Honorary LL.D. from Colorado College of Education; and a PhD. frj 
Charles University, Prague.

Madilene’s teaching career embraces many and varied experiences. She established the Kindergar 
Department at Normal University , Las Vegas, Nevada. She was County Superintendent of Schools, and Is 
Principal of a new nine room school in her home town.

After her year at the University of Chicago she came to Los Angeles as eighth grade teacher 
Assistant Principal, and then Training Teacher in Primary Education at the Los Angeles Normal Scl 
(now U.C.L. A.}. She returned to Greely as Training Teacher in the Primary Department, then to Collin 
University for further study. Returning to Los Angeles, she was Director of Kindergarten-Primary Educaj 
for the Los Angeles City Schools.
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. It was during this time that Columbia University offered her a year’s scholarship at the University
of her choice. She chose to go to her homeland and at Prague accomplished the great feat of earning her 
Ph-D- degree in one year at one of the oldest universities in Europe. For two months she visited schools in 
Europe before returning to Los Angeles where she was appointed Director of the.Elementary Curriculum for 
die Los Angeles Schools, a position she held until her retirement in 1939.
- Dr. Veverka did interim teaching in summer sessions at various times at the University of California 
at Los Angeles, the University of California at Berkeley, the University of Southern California, the Caroline 
Swope School for Teachers and Pepperdine College.

She was a member of the National Education Association, California Teachers Association, the 
Business and Professional Women’s Club, the Eastern Star, and the Methodist Church. After her retirement 
she organized relief work for the women and children of her native country, Czechoslovakia, and became 
President of the Czechoslovakian Unit of the American Red Cross.

It can truly be said that Madilene Veverka’s long life was characterized by service to others, by leader
ship in her chosen profession and by devotion to Delta Kappa Gamma. She bequeathed to us all her slogan 
of dedication to the purposes of the society: “One never says ‘No’ in Delta Kappa Gamma—one gives her best.

In recognition of her contribution as State Founder and First State President, the first Chi State 
Scholarship was named in her honor, the Dr. M. Madilene Veverka Scholarship. Through the years scholar- 

I? ships have been named for Dr. Adele Lewis Grant, Edith M. Bates, and Edith Holnt-Kennedy. Since 1950, 
■] fifty-one outstanding Delta Kappa Gamma women educators have received Chi State Scholarships. They have 
Bj bought distinction to themselves and to the Society that so honored them.
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i State MembersState Founders
\

Aj i
Dr. Fay Adams 
Mrs. Aileen Parker Bail 
Miss Zula Z. BaUew*
Miss Bertha PL Breckenfeld* 
Miss Emily C. Giddings*
Dr. Adele Lewis Grant*
Mrs. Olga W. Locke (Reed)
Miss M. Anne Moore*
Mrs. Marion O. Pease 
Miss M. Bumey Porter*
Miss Grace Post 
Miss Mabel F. Rice 
Mrs. Elizabeth O. Sim (Lamb)* 
Dr. Meredith Smith*
Dr. M. Madilene Veverka*

Miss Helen M. Barnett
Miss Ruth E. Bestor
Miss E. Catherine Burkholder
Miss Ruth Dodds
Mrs. Maude M. Hume
Miss Elizabeth E. Kelley
Miss Frances Yale Libby
Miss Frances A. Milnes
Mrs. Elizabeth K. Owen
Miss Lillian Backstrand Wilson
Miss Dorothy Hazel tine Yates
Mrs. Margarete Clark (Honorary)
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*Deceased rj€*-

Alpha Chapter of California
Dr. Fay Adams (Founder)
Miss Beatrice Anderson
Mrs. Aileen Parker Ball (Founder)
Miss Sammie L. Baren
Miss Helen M. Barnett (State Member)
Miss Jasmine Britton
Miss Bertha H. Breckenfeld (Founder)
Mss Estelle Browne
Miss Lettie Belle Burbank

Mrs. Olga W. Locke (Reed) (Founder)
Miss Mary Lothrop
Miss Gertrude Mallory
Mrs. Rose E. Marsh
Miss Maude Miller
Miss M. Anne Moore (Founder)
Mrs. Elizabeth K. Owen (State Member)
Miss Marjorie Parker
Mrs. Marion O. Pease (Founder)
Miss Helen Madilene Parmenter 
Mrs. Edith Passmore 
Miss Adeline Pauling 
Mts. Nelva Poor
Miss M. Bumey Porter (Founder)
Miss Mabel F. Rice (Founder)
Miss Elizabeth Sands
Mrs. Elizabeth O. Sim (Lamb) (Founder
Mrs. Alberta S. Smith
Dr. Meredith Smith (Founder)
Mrs. Della Tarbell
Dr. Madilene Veverka (Founder)
Mrs. Julia E. WaiTcn

;

r

i
y
m Miss Loma Cavanaugh- -r -|

Mrs. Ruth P. Coman
Mrs. C. C. Crawford (Associate Member) 
Miss Eva Danielson-L '
Mrs. Muriel Edwards 
Miss Mary Louise Fossler 
Miss Emily C. Giddings (Founder)
Miss Annette Click 
Dr. Adele Lewis Grant 
Miss Sarah A. Heineman 
Miss Eleanor Hicks 
Mrs. Dorothy Dean Hughes 
Mrs. Maude M. Hume (State Member)
Mrs. Lillian A. Lamoreaux 

A numbm of Founders joined the Alpha Chapter and signed the original Constitution as did severs 
State members. A number of Founders subsequently transferred to new chapters which they helpef 
to organize.
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*. Alpha Chapter Officen14
■ •

President........................................
First Vice-President....................
Second Vice-President . . . . 
Corresponding Secretary . . .
Recording Secretary....................
Treasurer ........................................
Parliamentarian.........................

.........................Miss Grace Pos

. . . Miss M. Burney Portei 

..... Dr. Meredith Smitf 

.... Miss Loma Cavanaugl 

. . Mrs. Lillian A. Lamoreauc 

. . . Dr. Adele Lewis Gran 

. . . . Miss M. Anne Moor*
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NOSEK-VEVERKA FAMILY HISTORY

Compiled from interviews with

VLASTA NOSEK GUFREY

From September to November, 2006 
At her home in Eagle Rock, California

Interviews and editing by

Sharon Levine Waldman 
Family Chronicles
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NOSEK-VEVERKA FAMILY HISTORY

My grandparents, both sides of the 
family, in the 1800s, lived in a town which would be sort of a suburb of the city 
of Plzen in the Czech Republic. That's the proper spelling. You don't need a 
vowel in between the P and the L.

They were all Catholics. They came from a town called Volduchy, both 
sides of the family. It's still there, and the houses they lived in are still there, in 
good condition.

The area is agricultural. And also there are woods nearby. 1 don't know 
how much of that is devoted to lumbering, not a whole lot because the woods 
look pretty much intact.

VLASTA NOSEK GUFREY;

FATHER'S FAMILY - THE NOSEKS

My father's father [NAME?] was a musician in the Austrian army. He 
played clarinet, 1 think. But he also worked as a postman, and delivered mail. He 
was married twice. His first wife died. Mv grandmother was his first wife. As a 
widower with three children, he remarried.

The family name was Nosek, which is my maiden name. My father's 
mother's name was Madilene Hejl (pronounced Hale) which in Czech is 
Maidelena (sp?), which would be Madilene Hejl. My father, Vaclav Nosek, was 
the only member of his family who ever left the country. He came after World 
War One, in 1920. My father never failed to keep in touch with his family. They 
always kept in touch. And they all liked him.

[NEED FIRST NAMES + LAST NAMES OF AS MANY FAMILY MEMBERS AS 
POSSIBLE. GRANDFATHER NOSEK? ANY BROTHERS OR SISTERS?
DATE VACLEV "JAMES" WAS BORN?]

CZECH HISTORY
In 1620, the Austrians conquered the Czech kingdom, which was about 

600 years old It was the Austro-Hungarian Empire; Slovakia was under the 
Hungarians, and the former Czech kingdom was under Austria.

Tire Austrians tried to Germanify the Czechs, to wipe out their language 
and their knowledge of their past. 1 have read this and heard this manv times. 
They used to have to use German script when they wrote. My grandmother—my 
mother's mother —used German script when she wrote. But some of them used 
just the regular, J guess you call it, Latin letters, including my father.

They say the Czech grandmother kept Czech traditions and the Czech 
language alive. Because it was an agricultural area, the women worked in the 
fields, unless they were better off and the husband and children could take care 
of the whole thing. And the grandmothers stayed home and took care of the
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children. The grandmothers had them speaking Czech and learning about their 
history. The grandmothers passed down the stories and the language.

Then, at some point before World War One, they got the right to attend 
schools where they spoke Czech.

The Czechs hated being under Austria. They hated it

VACLAV NOSEK - CZECH LEGIONNAIRE IN WW1
[HOW OLD WHEN CONSCRIPTED?]

When WW1 started, my father was conscripted; he was a soldier. Czech 
soldiers deserted the Austrian army as fast as they could. They were taking a 
very big risk, because the Austrians were shooting them from their back, trying 
to keep them from doing that. The Czech soldiers deserted to whatever Allied 
army they were nearest. Some of them deserted to the French, and my father 
deserted to the Russian army. A lot of them did. The Russians saw these soldiers 
in Austrian uniforms running at them, so they were shooting them from the 
front. 1 think it's amazing that so many of them survived.

They called these men who deserted and fought with the Allies the 
Legionnaires, or in Czech, Legionagy (sp?). These Legionnaires were great 
heroes, revered bv the people. They called them "an army without a country," 
because there was no country at that time.

So my father was a Legionnaire. He crossed Russia, from European Russia 
to Vladivostok, about four times during the war, fighting battles. They had very 
difficult times. My father talked about digging up frozen potatoes out of the 
fields to eat. They were in Russia most of the time— but who cared about them? 
They had no supplies, no nothing. The Russians gave them things to fight with, 
but Daddy said he had seen men going into battle with shovels. It was very, very 
tough.

Mv father got typhus, which is something different from typhoid. He was 
very, very sick. And a doctor, Dr. Glavin —this was in Russia —God, my father 
told me all this and 1 wrote it all down, I spent a whole day writing down things 
about his life, and l cannot find what I did with it. Anyway, this doctor took 
quite an interest in my father, and took him to his home to recover. My father 
helped take care of his horses and lived with the family.

Later, as the Czech Legionnaires crossed back and forth across Russia, at 
some point, they were near where Dr. Glavin lived. Daddy had an opportunity 
to go back and visit him. At that time, the doctor and his wife had been divorced, 
and their two daughters were living with her. 1 remember that my father was 
very glad to see this doctor again, because he took an interest in Daddy and gave 
him special treatment, let him recuperate in his home.

Before the war, he traveled in Hungary and Yugoslavia —it wasn't 
Yugoslavia then —Serbia and Croatia. He loved that. He learned to speak the 
languages wherever he was.

He told me once that he wrote to his older sister during his travels, told 
her that he was not going to come back, he was going to stay there. She wrote to
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him and said, "You will not be able to return if vou desert your army and stay 
there," because he was still a soldier in the army So he decided to do what she 
wanted and come back from wherever he was: Croatia, Slovenia, Serbia. He went 
back to what was to become Czechoslovakia.

A professor, Thomas G. Masaryk, was in touch with leaders in Holland 
and in France and in the United States. His goal was to get independence for the 
Czechs —independence from Austria. That succeeded. He became the first 
president of (the new) Czechoslovakia after World War One

So these Legionnaires were great, great heroes because Masaryk, when he 
was working with President Wilson and with the other allied powers, he could 
say, "We have been fighting on your side. Our soldiers have been fighting on 
your side." And that was a big factor in their getting independence.

Then when the war was over, the Russian revolution had begun, and the 
Russians would not let the Czechs make that simple little trip from wherever 
they were in Russia back to the rest of Europe. They were afraid they'd get 
involved on the side of the Whites in the Russian revolution.

The Reds were those who became the Communists, and the Whites were 
those who were opposed to that regime. I don't know if they wanted the Czar to 
continue, or what. Anyway, that was a civil war going on then, and the Russians 
didn't want the Czechs because they feared that they would take the side of the 
Whites.

So instead of going that nice little short trip to what then was 
Czechoslovakia, they had to go clear to Vladivostok, and then to Yokohama, and 
get on a ship there, and cross the Pacific to the United States, cross the United 
States, then go back to Czechoslovakia.

LEGIONNAIRES VISIT AMERICA -1918
My father came to America the first time in 1918 on the ship from 

Yokohama that landed in San Diego. Now, the Czechs in the United States 
wanted to greet these heroes. All the Czechs who could possibly do so went to 
meet this ship and greet these soldiers and show their respect for what they had 
done.

I have a picture of all those Czech soldiers aboard the ship. I don't know 
where it is right now, but I've got that picture. When I was a little girl, 1 had very 
good vision. I could pick my father out. (laughs) It was a very small picture.

My aunt, my mother's older sister Madilene Veverka, was then living in 
California. She moved here from Colorado in 1911, and this was 1918. She joined 
the crowd.

My father met my aunt when this ship from Japan carrying the Czech 
soldiers docked in San Diego. I wish l had asked them how they happened to get 
together, my aunt and my father. They both came from the same Czech town.
My aunt had been born in Volduchy, where my father came from. I imagine 
somebody said, "Is there anybody here from Volduchy?" or something like that.
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My aunt was very favorably impressed by my father. She thought he was 
very intelligent. He was a precision machinist. He was very, very good at what 
he did.

She must have told him that she would help him get to America. So they 
corresponded I have this big box of their letters. He would describe the terrible 
poverty there and how tough things were. There was terrible poverty in the new 
Czechoslovakia because thev had no treasury. They had just become a country. 
So she probably convinced him that he had a better future if he came here, and 
she urged him to come. She sent him money for passage on a ship to come to 
New York.

My father had been wounded four times in the war. The bones in his hand 
were just shot out. He had to go to hospital in Prague and have his hand 
repaired. And they did a perfect job. It didn't ache in the cold weather or 
anything. You could not see the scar. He could do everything. He was very 
clever and very capable.

VACLAV "1AMES" NOSEK MOVES TO AMERICA - 1920
The ship my father boarded for New York in 1920 didn't honor his ticket, 

and he was put in with all the people who were third class or steerage. He said 
that he and a couple of other Czech guys took it upon themselves to protect the 
Czech women in that group. It was a rough situation.

From New York he came here to Los Angeles. My mother and my aunt 
lived together then. My aunt was a teacher and I guess my mother was, too, 
although she stopped teaching and worked for the City of Los Angeles. That's 
what she was doing when she and my father were married.

Daddy was very popular with the Czech community here, because the 
war wasn't that long over, and these Legionnaires were great heroes. We used to 
be invited to people's homes —people who were not at our modest social class 
(laughs), people who had lovelv homes—because they wanted to hear my 
father's war stories.

MOTHER'S FAMILY - THE VEVERKAS
My maternal grandfather was Steven Ignatz Veverka. Ignatz was his 

given name —Ignatius it would be in English —but he was known after he came 
to the United States on all legal papers as S.I. Veverka.

My mother's parents came to America in 1880, for opportunity. Being a 
subject people, they didn't have the opportunities that the Austrians had, and 
they heard that in America they would.

My grandmother was one of four sisters who came to America. They 
didn't all come at the same time. But I think that at least three of them came 
together. The family names were: Budin, Swedensky, Walek, and the Veverkas— 
my mother's family name was Veverka.
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(FIRST NAMES OF SISTERS AND AGES WHEN EMIGRATED? HUSBAND' 
NAMES?]

1 have a letter saying that when they left, they knew that they would never 
see their mother again. People didn't go back and forth. And their parents knew 
that they would never see their children again or their grandchildren.

1 have a letter from Mrs. Budin, who was one of my mother's aunts. She 
told about how she got separated from her husband somehow before they got on 
the ship to come to America. She didn't know where he was, and he didn't know 
where she was. They both got on the ship, and the ship took off before they could 
locate one another. It was kind of horrible. I've got all of this in an article that 
Mrs. Budin wrote for a local Czech language paper. That would be very 
interesting to include, 1 think.

My aunt, my mother's older sister Madilene, was bom in 1873 in 
Volduchy. She was seven at the time that they came to the United States.
Madilene was the oldest child of all four sisters' families.

My Aunt Madilene told me she remembered they took a wagon to the 
train, wherever that wras, and then they went to Bremen, Germany and took the 
ship in Bremen. She remembers looking at her father, and he wras so thin that she 
could see through his ear. He had tuberculosis. In America he overcame that 
disease; 1 never heard how. At that time in Europe, 1 had cousins who died of 
tuberculosis as young men.

There were a lot of Czechs emigrating then. They landed in New York. 
There was no Ellis Island, no customs. You just came.

They went to Kalona, Iowa, which is in Washington County. There must 
have been quite a few Czechs there. Iowa always has been sort of a Czech 
stronghold.

(HOW LONG DID THEY LIVE IN KALONA? (1880-1892?) WHAT WORK DID 
THEY DO THERE? WHEN DID THEY MOVE TO COLORADO?]

HOMESTEADING IN COLORADO
Then they heard about homesteads being available just for the taking in 

Colorado. You get 160 acres, and you had to put some improvements on it. 
Eventually, not only my grandparents but all their children took homesteads, my 
mother included. Some of them stayed there and died on the land. Others sold it.

It was northeast Colorado. Mv grandparents lived first in a town called 
Willard, a tiny little place. Then they took up a homestead near Sterling, the
county seat.

Not all of the land was of good quality. Some of them just lucked out, 
especially the Budin family. They happened to take homesteads where the land 
was very productive. But the Veverkas weren't so lucky. They couldn't make a 
living at farming. They had even' catastrophe that you can possibly have. They
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had locusts, they had drought, they had floods. And sometimes the whole crop 
would just be gone from one of those things that happened.

So my grandfather got a job on the railroad laying railroad ties for a dollar 
a week. My aunt worked helping people with housework for fifty cents a week. 
They used that to buy flour. They would try to raise vegetables and things, but 
they would die. They had to go to the river—Pawnee Creek—to bring water by 
the bucket to water plants. And they had to go out and hoe the fields before they 
went to school.

They didn't have enough to eat. My mother told me many times, when 
we'd complain about something, she'd say, "We ate cornmeal mush three times a 
day." They rarely had meat She said at Christmas time, somebody would give 
them an apple or an orange. That was it. It's a wonder that they were as healthy 
as they were.

First they lived in a dugout. Just dug into the cliff, probably two rooms, a 
kitchen and another room they slept in with a door and a window, that was it. 
Then later, they lived in a sod house.

My aunt said she remembered what people did for this poor family. She 
said one night, they heard a terrible crash on the door, so they went out to see 
what had happened. There were some cattle rustlers. They were stealing cattle, 
and they apparently butchered an animal out on the field and quartered it, and 
threw a quarter of that beef against the door. That was the big bang. They knew 
that this family was hungry.

My grandmother had one child after another. She eventually had ten 
children, seven of whom lived to adulthood. I think that the three who died
probably died in infancy.

Among the surviving seven children, there were only two girls, my 
mother and my aunt. My mother, Marie, was born in 1886 in Kolona, Iowa. It 
was January, and mv grandfather went into town to see if he could find a doctor, 
It was snowing. And by the time he got back, my grandmother, all alone, had 
delivered mv mother

[NEED NAMES, BIRTH ORDER AND DATES OF BIRTH (YEARS) OF ALL 7 
CHILDREN, IF POSSIBLE.]

THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION
Even in those times, education was the most important thing. It's a Czech 

tradition, and in my family it's very strong. My mother was one of seven 
surviving children, and all but one went to college. That one was actually the 
most intelligent in the family, Uncle Louis.

They went to a little one-room school on the prairie. And as every child 
came high school age, they went into Sterling, and lived with Auntie Madilene so 
they could go to high school. She had taken up a cottage or an apartment, 1 don't 
know what. They would live with her so they could go to high school in town. 
Then, except for Uncle Louis, they all went to college.
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In those days, you began teaching in the one-room school when you 
graduated from high school, especially women. Many of them did that, including 
my aunt, who rose way up as an educator.

From high school, most of them went to college. My Uncle Felix became a 
teacher. My Uncle Tony stayed on the ranch. He took a homestead, and he 
stayed there till he died.

[NEED MORE INFO ON THE LIVES OF FELIX, TONY, AND ALL SEVEN]

Uncle Louis became an engineer on the railroad. He drove the trains. He 
read everything. He was the most brilliant member of the family.

He was opposed to World War One, and wouldn't go. He was 
sympathetic with the German working people. He said, "I am an American 
working man, and I am not going to go and kill German working men." So he 
was in Leavenworth prison, or wherever they put guys who wouldn't serve.

Uncle Louis felt that conditions in Germany during World War One were 
such that this was the time for the Germans to rise up against the Kaiser and 
demand a different kind of government. They had a chance to rise up against 
their government. When they didn't do it, he said he could no longer refuse to 
fight for that reason. He said, "I can no longer refuse to fight for mv country." So 
he joined the army, and he fought in France.

AUNT MADILENE VEVERKA
[NEED BIRTH AND DEATH DATES]

Auntie became an educator, and was always looked up to by the whole 
family. They all sent her pictures of all their kids when they graduated, when 
they got married. I have all those pictures. One day a cousin came who had lived 
in Colorado for a long time, and he knew who these people were, and we made 
some notes.

Aunt Madilene studied with John Dewey in Columbia, and I think she 
studied with him at the University of Chicago, too.

[John Dewey (1859-1952), American philosopher, psychologist and educational 
reformer, led the progressive movement in U.S. education during the first half of the 2U'h 
century. He taught that education should integrate skills and knowledge into the 
students' lives. From 1904, he was professor of philosophy at Columbia University; he 
and his wife Alice ran laboratory schools at the University of Chicago.]

Auntie got a scholarship from Columbia University to pursue her 
education any place she wished. So of course she chose to go to the Charles 
University in Prague. It is the oldest university in Central Europe, founded in the 
1340s. She was there for a year and got her Ph.D.

[Charles University in Prague is the oldest, largest and most prestigious 
university in the Czech Republic.]

Then later on, the University of Northern Colorado at Greeley gave her an 
honorary LLD, about 1940 or '41.
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IL.H.D. = Doctor of Humane Letters; LTD. - Doctor of Letters; LL.D, = Doctor of 
Lows WHICH ONE IS CORRECT?]

MADILENE AND THE BANDIT
Auntie was a real spellbinding storyteller, I'll tell you. There was an 

outlaw in that area of Colorado. His name was Dutch Henry. When she was 
teaching in Sterling, he came to her school once, with some other men. He had 
been wounded and had blood all over his sleeve, wounded in his arm. And he 
wanted water. She gave him water. She wasn't frightened. She probably thought, 
oh, boy, this is going to be a good story, (laughs) It was a life full of hardships 
but it was also very interesting.

MADILENE TURNS A DISAPPOINTMENT INTO AN OPPORTUNITY
Immigrants from Central or Eastern Europe were not regarded the same 

as the people who came from England or Sweden or Denmark, you know, they 
considered them a lesser breed. So my aunt was determined she was going to 
show them, and she did. I remember very well when all the principals were men, 
and all the teachers were women.

Even at that early period in Sterling, Auntie was recognized as an 
outstanding teacher. She taught elementary school, kindergarten and primary. 
She should have become principal of the school where she taught— 1 don't 
remember the name. Everyone thought she would be named principal, but they 
named a man.

[NAMES OF STERLING ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS: Ayres, Stevens, Hagen, 
Campbell. WHICH IS CORRECT?]

That year, she decided she was going to attend the NEA —the National 
Education Association convention in San Francisco. So she came to California, 
and she had a pretty good idea she wasn't going to go back. After the convention 
was over, she came to Los Angeles. 1 don't know why, I don't know if she knew 
somebody. She wras interviewed by the County Superintendent, whose name 
was Mark Keppel. Years later, I taught at Mark Keppel High School in the 
Alhambra school district, (laughs) Anyway, she was interviewed bv him and 
hired.

She wrote a letter to the Board of Education in Sterling, Colorado, and 
asked for a leave of absence; she wanted to stay in California. She liked it here, 
and she never even considered going back.

My aunt, whenever anything came up, she wouldn't give you kind of a 
straight answer. She would tell you some Greek legend or some story that would 
illustrate the point.

After I graduated from college, 1 went to Hawaii, where I stayed for six 
years. I was there during the war. One of the trips when i was home, I got a



10

telegram. It said, "Do not return. Your position has been eliminated." 1 was 
absolutely crushed. Auntie said, "This may be a wonderful opportunity." Then 
she told me about how she didn't get this principalship, and came to California, 
and then she rose to the top of her field. She said, "If I had stayed in Sterling, 1 
would still be there in the same school."

MADILENE'S CAREER AS AN EDUCATOR
Auntie became Supervisor of Kindergarten and Primary Education for Los 

Angeles Public Schools. Then she became Director of Elementary Curriculum.
She learned to drive because she had to visit schools in the San Fernando 

Valley, you know, this was and is a huge school district. She influenced the 
curriculum at that time in the Los Angeles public schools.

Her specialties were teaching reading and English to foreign students. In 
the area that is now Chinatown, they had a lot of French speakers and Italian 
speakers. I don't remember hearing so much about the Spanish-speaking kids 
then.

Auntie wrote textbooks, readers for Laidlaw Brothers Publishers. She 
wrote two sets —I've got them here. 1 thought that was all, but somebody found 
one of the readers in a garage sale and sent it to me. It was not from the two sets, 
but from another. So she must've written a third set.

Auntie was on the California State Curriculum Commission. We had such 
a rich and huge school population that this was the place to sell your books. 
Every time anybody had books that they wanted the State of California to adopt, 
they'd send copies to the commission. We had all these books when she died.

So I went to Occidental College, and spoke with the head of the Education 
Department there about the books. I think his name was Petrie. Anyway, he 
knew all about Auntie. He said somebody should do a doctoral dissertation on 
her methods of teaching English to foreign students and teaching reading. Those 
were her two outstanding fields.

One year, when Auntie came to visit me in Hawaii, my father and sister 
decided to clean out her garage. They threw out all her bulletins and everything. 
What a loss! She was very sorry about that. She said, "Oh, all my bulletins..." 
And at the time, I thought, "Well, what's anybody going to do with them?" But 
then this guy at Oxy said somebody should write a dissertation on her methods. 
And now we need it, we have so many kids that don't speak English.

MADILENE'S FRIENDS
My aunt kept in touch with her friends. There were three in her high 

school class. I've got a picture of the three. She kept in touch with her friends 
forever. Winnie Withrow was one of them — Louise Woodbury and Winifred 
Withrow and Auntie. Those were the three in their graduating class in high 
school.
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I think they married earlv and had families, They visited Auntie here and 
she would visit them. And my sister and I visited them when we would go back 
to Sterling.

THE MASARYK SOCIETY
Auntie founded the Masaryk Society, named for the first president of 

Czechoslovakia. They had speakers and banquets in a nice hotel or restaurant 
My aunt was sometimes the speaker. When a prominent Czech came to Los 
Angeles, she very often had a reception for them here, at her house. She would 
cook roast pork and dumplings and sauerkraut, sort of a Czech national dish.

1 will tell you this, she did everything, She did her own house cleaning; 
she would prepare the refreshments for these things. She even did a lot of her 
own gardening. Most people in her circumstances would have hired somebody 
to do stuff. She didn't have anybody— at the end, she had somebody. But she had 
the most phenomenal amount of energy that you can imagine. She used to go to 
bed at two and get up at six. It was just unreal.

She entertained a lot of teachers' groups. She would make several kinds of 
sandwiches. Anna has the dish she used to put them in. She would line this pan 
with a damp cloth - wrung out, of course. And then put some kind of a lining. 
We didn't have plastic wrap or foil then —she probably used wax paper. She 
would put a layer of wax paper. Then she'd put the sandwiches in and put wax 
paper between them. And then they would stay nice and fresh. She could make 
them earlv in the morning. She'd have tea, and probably some kind of cake that 
was cut up in squares for dessert.

That's why she added the room onto the house, because it was pretty 
small for entertaining, and she wanted to be able to accommodate more people. 
And it would be a full house
Auntie kept a guest book that she always had people sign. It's in that room there, 
in that bookcase. There are some famous names in there: 1 think Francis Lederer 
I Francis Lederer (1899-2000) renowned Czech actor, teacher, writer, director and civic 
leader in America and Europe.j

And then both of President Masaryk's daughters were here, and their 
signatures would be there someplace.

Auntie was a fascinating speaker herself. Sometimes she didn't know 
when to quit, (laughs) She was very interesting.

MARIE VEVERKA NOSEK
[NEED BIRTH AND DEATH DATES; DATE OF MARRIAGE]

My mother Marie was three years old in 1892 when the family moved 
from Kolona, Iowa, to Sterling, Colorado.

My grandmother was the only woman of those four sisters who didn't 
stay with her family, because of the hardships out there on the homestead. So her 
kids got her a house in downtown Sterling and paid for her rent and all. My
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grandfather stayed out on the ranch. And my mother, being the only girl at that 
point, would keep house for her father {and brothers?). She'd go out on the 
weekends and clean and bake and do all that sort of stuff.

My mother took up a homestead, too. She said she was all alone, nobody 
within miles. She'd sit on her front stoop and she plaved guitar and sing. It 
sounds so lonely.

[WHEN DID GRANDPARENTS DIE?]

My mother Marie went to the University of Northern California in 
Greeley, and there was another college, Fort Collins [Colorado State University/ at 
Fort Collins]. She became a teacher.

Her first major was Home Economics, and she taught that in high school. 
The Home Ec teacher had to teach her students to serve the faculty lunches. And 
the faculty were always complaining. My mother got sick of that.

So she went back to school [WHERE & WHEN?] and got some more 
courses in Music, enough units to teach it. She had a very nice voice, and she 
sang and played the guitar and the piano. Then she was able to get out of that 
Home Ec. She was able to teach music, and that was more to her liking.

Because she was so mild-mannered, she had a problem with discipline 
and the boys in her class. You had all ages. The school had rafters, and the boys 
would jump up and hang on the rafters. They wouldn't've done it for my aunt.

MARIE MOVES TO CALIFORNIA-(YEAR ? )
Then she came out here to California. Aunt Madilene was already living 

here, and they lived together. They lived in an apartment on the corner of 
Western and Bixel.

Czechs had several organizations here, and they were both active in those
groups.

And then, I guess she got tired of teaching. She got a job for either the City 
or County of Los Angeles —the Hall of Records. 1 think that's a city thing. 
Anyway, it was a clerical job there. She worked there at the time she met and 
married my father.

I guess she felt the pressures of teaching. My mother was not the 
powerhouse that my aunt was. I never heard my mother raise her voice. Never! 
And she should've hit us sometimes! She never punished us, she never raised her 
voice, (laughs) A wonder we didn't become delinquents.

My mother was a better cook than Auntie. She was a Home Ec major, and 
she was a good cook. She was pretty health-conscious.

[WHAT KIND OF FOODS OR DISHES DID SHE COOK? WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO INCLUDE SOME FAMILY RECIPES?]
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MARIE MEETS VACLAV/IAMES
My father came back to America in 1920 after he had his surgery in 

Prague, hie didn't speak a word of English then. So my mother went with him to 
look for jobs.

My mother never worked after they got married.

[WE NEED MORE INFO: DID THEY FALL IN LOVE QUICKLY, OR 
GRADUALLY GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER? W'HAT DID THE FAMILY 
THINK? WHEN THEY WERE MARRfED & HOW: CHURCH? CIVIL? IN 
CALIFORNIA? COLORADO? WHAT YEAR?]

Some friends of ours, Czech people, owned one of the big bakeries in Los 
Angeles, and my father got a job working there in the bakery. He took the 
streetcar from here to North Broadway and San Fernando Road, in downtown 
Los Angeles. He worked at night, and sometimes he would be waiting for the 
streetcar, and the streetcar didn't stop. They didn't want to stop for one person. 
They were in a hurry to make their schedule. So then he would walk the whole 
way. He talked about that years later.

Then he worked at Baker Iron Works for a while. That used to be on North 
Broadway, a big brick building. It was there for years, but it's not there any more.

Then he went to work for Don Lee, which was the Cadillac, LaSalle, and 
Oldsmobile dealer for Los Angeles. Big seven-story building at Seventh and 
Bixel. He worked there for years. He did special stuff, custom work. He was not 
a mechanic. He didn't know anything about the engine. But if somebody had 
short legs or no legs or something, he could remake the car so that they could 
drive it. He did things like that.

/Don Lee Coach and Body Worts produced many custom designed Cadillacs for 
rich and famous people during the 1930s to 1950s.J

Then when the war came, World War Two, my father was just dying to 
get back on his work, precision machinist, working on lathes. So he went to 
Lockheed, in Burbank, and he was hired. He loved being back on those big 
machines. They photographed some of his work. He was very outstanding.

When the war was over, the soldiers coming back got their old jobs back. 
So he was displaced by the returning G.I.s. But he got his job back at Don Lee, 
and he stayed there until he retired.

FAMILY PETS
My father loved his dogs. Oh, my. His family always had Dachshunds. 

When he came back from WW1, the dog was the only one that recognized him.
When we were children, there was a secretary at Don Lee where he 

worked whose German Shepherd had puppies, and she wanted to know if 
Daddy wanted one. She came over one day to our house with that puppy. 1 can 
remember, 1 said to the lady, her name was Mattie, I said, "Is it a male or a
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female?" And she said, "He's a male." And Sylvia said, "But when he grows up, 
he'll be a female." (laughs) Funny how vou remember those things.

And we had Skippy for over 18 years. After 1 graduated from college and 1 
went to Hawaii, 1 got a letter from my father telling me that Skippy had died. 1 
lived at Waikiki and went down on the beach and cried.

You know that dog, Laika, that the Russians sent up into orbit [in 1957]? 
He had a picture of that dog that he took out of the newspaper under the glass 
on his chest of drawers. Cleaning up for you, I just took that picture away. But I 
would never part with it.

VLASTA'S LIFE
I was born in 1921. My sister Sylvia was born in 1924 and passed away in 

December of 2001.
When I was bom, my parents lived on the corner of Hermosa and Hill 

Drive in a little cottage. Hill Drive is the nicest street in Eagle Rock. And these 
people, the Hannifords, had a little cottage in their back yard that my parents 
rented while they were building their house. This was an orange grove, or some 
citrus. My father said he used to carry me from there, over here, to see how the 
building was coming.

I remember when my mother came home from the hospital with Sylvia. 
My first real memory is being alone with my father while my mother was in the 
hospital having Sylvia. I'd never been alone with him before, and I was kind of 
afraid of him. He fed me some kind of dry cereal with milk. I can remember that.

I was two years, seven months, and one day old. (laughs) My mother told 
me that once, and 1 never forgot it. They brought my mother home in an 
ambulance. That's what they used to do in those days. The ambulance parked in 
the back part of the driveway, and they carried my mother in on a stretcher.

I can’t remember being frightened. I was probably so glad to see mv 
mother. I told her later, "When you were lying in bed with Sylvia, there was a 
big tube like toothpaste." My mother couldn't remember. She thought and 
thought, and then she said, "1 know what that was. Sylvia had a little infant 
acne." And my niece's little baby, he's got a little of that acne right now. It'll go 
away. My mother remembered that that's why she had that cream for the little 
pimples. So I guess I've got a pretty good memory, (laughs)

BACK-TO-BACK HOUSES IN EAGLE ROCK
The other day, somebody asked me, "How did your parents happen to 

buy the property right behind your aunt?" Our back yards are connected. My 
father's house was on Yosemite Drive, and this is Addison Way, but the houses 
are in the same position in the block. So all my life, we've just run back and forth 
all the time.

My father and mother built the garage first. It was a two-room house with 
a toilet and a sink, and they took their baths over here at Auntie's. They lived in
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the garage while they were building the front house, My parents always lived in 
the house after they built it. They never lived anywhere else.

After the front house was finished, my father built a big workbench about 
the size of this table, with great big drawers, in the garage. People used to come 
to see his tool collection. He had a fantastic tool collection. He could do pretty 
much of everything. I can't remember he did any plumbing except very simple 
stuff. He wouldn't have wired a house or anything like that. He had mechanical 
aptitude.

We were in and out of these two houses all the time. We always had a
very close relationship with our aunt.

CHILDHOOD ACTIVITIES
Our parents went to a lot of the Czech community activities. There were 

several Czech organizations, and they had a clubhouse. They had one in La 
Crescenta, and there was also a place that they would rent sometime down in 
Los Angeles, on Vermont. There were children there, all ages. And everybody 
knew everybody.

They always had refreshments. Sometimes it would be —the Czech 
traditional national dish is either goose or pork —roast pork and dumplings and 
sauerkraut or cabbage. And then they'd also have some of the Czech pastries, 
which are very good.

[CAN WE HAVE DESCRIPTIONS OF MORE CZECH FOOD, WITH THE 
CZECH NAMES? What is svickova? Palacinka? Becherovka? Were they served? 
How about Garlic Soup? And beer?]

It was a good time, dancing and music and food. There was an orchestra. I 
think these people probably all had other jobs, but there was the leader and 
several musicians, and they would play for dances. As children, we'd dance with 
my father, (laughs) So it was fun.

And then there were two Czech women's organizations. My mother 
didn't belong to either one. My aunt did.
[WHAT WERE SOME OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE WOMEN'S GROUPS?]

I had the feeling that we were poor when we were growing up. Well, it 
was the Depression. 1 used to lie in bed at night and see if 1 could hear what my 
parents were saying, because my father was the only man in our block that did 
not lose his job. One day he came home early. He had dropped something on his 
big toe and it was a pretty serious injury, so they brought him home. I saw him 
coming home, 1 thought (intake of breath) he's lost his job! But he hadn't. I was a 
worrier.

Our family went on a vacation every vear, One time 1 told Sylvia, "We 
were poor when we were growing up." She said, "We weren't poor." See, to me, 
we were poor. But to her, we weren't. It's funny. So anyway, she said, "We went
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on a vacation every year." Well, we did. We went to Huntington Lake. Mv father 
grew up near the woods, and he just loved walking in the woods. We'd always 
get from this Jewish bakery on Western Avenue one of these big round loaves of 
bread. And Daddy*d cut a wedge-shaped piece, and Hungarian salami So we 
had that salami and rye bread, and we'd go hiking, (laughs) It was fun.

Our mother didn't go on those walks. But she always went to Huntington 
Lake. And we always got a tent house. We'd be there about a week. In fact, my 
father only got a week's vacation. That's the way it used to be. And he used to 
work a half a day Saturdays. For years, a half a day Saturday was the norm.

THE PEHOUSHEKS
On Sundays we went to visit friends. Among the friends were the 

Pehousheks. And so our families got to know each other.

fNEED FIRST & LAST NAMES OF PARENTS AND CHILDREN - AND BIRTH 
& DEATH DATES, IF POSSIBLE]

The Pehousheks, who became my niece's in-laws, lived out in the San 
Fernando Valley. Mr. Pehoushek was also a precision machinist like my father. 
He'd come from Europe to Minnesota. His health was poor, so they came out to 
California for his health

What was he going to do here? So they bought some land and put a 
chicken ranch on it. He was the first chicken rancher in the San Fernando Valley. 
They lived on Hubbard Street, right bv a reservoir. We used to go out there. They 
couldn't go away because they had the chickens. You had to feed them, you had 
to collect the eggs, and all that. So we used to go out there quite often.

The way we met the Pehousheks, that's kind of interesting. My aunt used 
to go visit various schools. And she was quite intimidating —people were afraid 
of her. She would not mince words, if she thought that something wasn't going 
right, or if she had a suggestion.

One lady, Marie Smith, who became a friend of mine, remembers once 
Auntie visited her classroom. She'd come and sit in the back. When mv aunt 
walked out, past the teacher, my friend Marie, Auntie told her, "You talk too 
much." That's all she said, and walked out. But you know, teachers have a 
tendency to talk too much. I used to have to watch that. Sometimes 1 would get 
carried away telling some story.

I remember one time, we were talking about World War One in a class, 
and a student asked me a question. I said, "Gee, 1 don't know. But I'll ask my 
father." And almost a chorus said: "You mean he's still alive?!" (laughs)

So Auntie would go visit schools. She was going to visit the Morningside 
Elementary School in San Fernando. The principal and the teachers knew that 
Auntie was lough. And they knew that both she and Mrs. Pehoushek were 
Czech. So they asked Mrs. Pehoushek, who was president of the PTA, if she
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would have her to lunch ahead of time. So Mrs. Pehoushek did invite my aunt, 
and that was the beginning of a very important friendship.

My parents and the Pehousheks became good friends, and then my sister 
Sylvia married their youngest son John. I think John was eight years older than 
Sylvia. He was a very, very nice man. He often said, "I've known Sylvia since she 
was three years old." (laughs)

They didn't date when she was still in school. She was out of school, in 
college. 1 think he broke up with his then girlfriend, and he came to see Sylvia, 
out of the blue. And that's how it got started again.

VLASTA'S SCHOOL FRIENDS
My kindergarten friends are still my friends! Eagle Rock was a very, very 

stable community. If you started out school here, you stayed here.
1 can show you a picture. Here is my sixth grade class, Eagle Rock 

Elementary School, (shows photo) That's me. 1 can tell you who they are. Henry 
Baer (Behr?). He was Jewish. That made no difference to anybody. But this girl, 
Evelyn Ward, I just found out from her that Henry used to walk her home. But 
because he was Jewish, one time Evelyn's older brother got hold of him and told 
him he was never to walk home with his sister. That was terrible. I know all
these people. There's Miss Arts (?) our darling teacher. And there's our principal, 
Mr. Preston. He and my mother and aunt all went to the same college in 
Colorado, (laughs)

And you know, all my school days, everybody knew that 1 was Dr. 
Veverka's niece. 1 often wonder if teachers wondered what I was telling at home, 
(laughs) But they were all good teachers.

In that sixth grade picture, my best friend from those days is Virginia. 
She's in England right now, and she and I see each other often. She used to live 
in the San Fernando Valley, but now she lives in Sebastopol. So I see her a couple 
times a year.

I remember going with two of the girls in there —Virginia, who is still one 
of mv two best friends, she's in that picture. She and Mary Alice, who is also in 
that picture, and 1 went to see The Good Enrth, the movie with Louise Rainer. And 
1 just (makes sound of crying) — I was just sobbing like that, (laughs) 1 remember 
that. It was embarrassing. Neither of them cried like I did.
/The Good Earth, 1937 film, nominated for five Oscars. Luise Rainer won Best 
Actress.]

And I was invited to go up in the snow with some of them. I guess we 
went to Lake Arrowhead or someplace like that.

I know I was the first one in our group who drove. Maybe I wasn't the 
first one to get a license, but when 1 was 16,1 drove kids to football games and all 
that. My mother didn't drive. So 1 took my mother when she had to go 
someplace. And my father was very generous. Other kids couldn't drive their 
family car, but 1 did. [WHAT KIND OF CAR WAS IT?]
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All the girls knew how to drive and got a license. But 1 was the one that 
always got the car. I drove kids to football games and all that. I don't think I'd let 
my child do it. 'Course it's different times.

VLASTA'S HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE
In one way I was sort of a ringleader. 1 would run for office. In Junior 

High, I was Student Body Secretary. And in High School, I was Girls' League 
President, and 1 was President of the World Friendship Co —[?] I just did those 
things. I wanted to be a leader, in a way. I wasn't a social leader, 'cause there 
were girls that were more social than I. But I liked a position of some 
responsibility at school.

And my sister Sylvia, that didn't interest her one bit. Although I think she 
did hold some office too.

When I went to college, I was president of my dorm. Mrs. Stern from Levi 
Strauss family, her granddaughter was going to start college at Cal. The family 
was very deeply involved in University of California at Berkeley. They were big 
donors. So her grandmother donated hundreds of thousands of dollars to build 
this beautiful dorm. The only college-owned dorm on campus, Stern Hall. 
Everyone wanted to live there.

So, I applied, and I had a roommate in my freshman year who had gone to 
Eagle Rock High with me. She and 1 both applied and we both got in. Some of 
my wonderful friendships resulted from my two years at Stern Hall. I was 
President of Stem Hall. 1 just kind of -I don't know, I wasn't pushy.

1 used to do imitations, (laughs) I used to imitate our house mother. I was 
a pretty good imitator, (laughs) 1 haven't thought about that for a long time. And 
the girl I've been visiting up north was my roommate in my junior and senior 
years.

VLASTA AT CAL
One of the reasons I went to Cal State Berkeley was that 1 wanted to go 

away from home. And it was a public university, so it wasn't going to be costly 
compared to other places. In fact, when I went there, the tuition was $27.50 a 
semester, and there were two semesters a year. It was a great, great university.

And they taught Czech. I thought well, I'm going to take that. The 
professor was George Rappol-Noize (sp?). There is a great scholar in Slavic 
languages, Sir Bernard Pears. I met him through Dr. Noize. He said, "You know, 
vou have the greatest Slavicist in the English-speaking language right here." That 
was Dr. Noize. And I was his student for four years.

The first year 1 was there, there were two other girls of Czech parentage in 
the class. The three of us. The second semester, one of them had dropped out, 
and there were two of us. But for the remaining three years, Dr. Noize and I were 
alone together for three hours a week! Now, that's a great school that will 
maintain a class like that for one student
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1 read what is the equivalent of Beowulf in Ancient Czech. My God. Some 
of the people that I see occasionally sav, "Oh, gee, you used to work so hard on 
the Czech assignments." 1 could speak it, and 1 could read it and write it, but we 
went to a level that was way beyond that.

I would never have attempted reading some of that stuff on my own. It 
would be like reading Beowulf in Old English. I don't even want to remember 
that! (laughs) But I love a modern Czech writer —he's dead now, but we were 
contemporaries. I was alive when he was alive. That's Karel Capek. He wrote 
novels. Some of his writings have been made into movies, I think. fR.U.R.] I 
really couldn't name a favorite writer. And if 1 had some, I couldn't remember 
who they were.
IKarel Capek (1890-2938) was one of the most influential Czech writers of the 20"' 
century. A noi’elist, playwright, and journalist, lie used science fiction motifs to explore 
human and social evolution. He worked with Tomas Masaryk for a free and democratic 
Czechoslovakia.]

MARIE'S ILLNESS AND DEATH - 1941
My mother was ill for a long time in her life. 1 can't remember just exactly 

when it started. She had what I think we would call bipolar illness We used to 
call it manic depressive. There were times when she was fine, happy, and then 
she would become depressed. We didn't know how to handle it.

I'm not sure if she ever got medication for it. But finally, she went into a 
depression from which she did not recover. She slept a lot and was quiet, 
sometimes not talking for days.

1 didn't even know this until my sister told me rather recently: my mother 
had an infected bed sore. I knew she was very sick. She was here, at my aunt's 
house. And we talked. She was sensible, you know. I even remember some of the 
things she said to me

I graduated from high school in 1940, and went up to Berkeley to start my 
Freshman year at Cal. I hadn't been back at school very long, when I got a phone 
call that my mother had died. I came home on the train. You didn't fly all the 
time; it was expensive. 1 took the train back, and I stayed, I guess, a week or two.

And then, mv Uncle Joe and my Aunt and Sylvia and 1 drove back to take 
me back to school in Berkeley.

1 didn't feel good, I just felt kind of sick. I had a little sore on mv thumb 
here. My aunt and my sister were still up there when 1 went to see why this thing 
wouldn't heal. 1 went to Cowell Hospital at Berkeley. There was First Aid, and 
doctors to help if you had to be hospitalized.

1 went and 1 asked the doctor about this sore. She said, "If you'll just take 
that Band-Aid off and let it get some air, it'll be all right." She was kind of nasty. 
And that just crushed me, because I was pretty sensitive about it. I was going to 
slink out, sorry that I had even come. Then she said, "Wait a minute! I want to 
take your temperature." She took my temperature and it must have been very 
high, because she said, "You'll have to go to the hospital."
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So they put me in the hospital. They told Auntie and Sylvia not to leave. I 
guess they thought it was pretty serious. It must've been a very bad infection.

My sister and my aunt stayed there with me until I was pretty much 
recovered. They stayed with a good friend who was living in Berkeley and going 
to school. She was a Czech woman who got stuck here by the war. She had come 
here with a Czech exhibit for the San Francisco World's Fair. She was in charge 
of that, and then she couldn't go back.

1 was in the hospital for maybe ten days or so. In fact, I cancelled a class or 
two. 1 dropped these classes because 1 didn't think I could make everything up. 1 
wanted a lighter load.

In the hospital, they asked me, "Have you been around any dead 
animals?" See, I must've got something from my mother's bed sore, which shows 
what a terrible infection she had.

1AMES REMARRIES
My mother passed away in 1941. About a year and a half later, my father 

remarried. I did not like my stepmother Lillian at all. She had two sons, but they 
lived with their grandmother. It was very unpleasant for me. She said to me 
once, "You think you're too damned smart 'cause you've been to college." My 
father hadn't been to college. Anyway, that was unhappy. They were married 
about 34 years, she and my father.

She wasn't Czech. She was English, born in London. We got along because 
we both loved my father, but I'm sure he knew how we felt.

When Daddy wasn't working with his tools any more, Lillian invited her 
brother to come and take what he wanted. So he took Daddy's tools. Daddy 
never stood up to her.

But you know what? When Lillian was sick, toward the end, guess who 
was the only one who visited her? Me. One time she said, "Wouldn't you think 
Don could take fifteen minutes to drive over here and see me?" The other boy, 
Richie, had a very long commute, so I can see why he didn't come.

SYLVIA'S COLLEGE AND NURSING CAREER
Sylvia graduated from high school in 1942, and she entered Occidental 

College. At Oxy you were supposed to live on campus. But Mother had died and 
Sylvia was keeping house for Daddy, so she lived at home. If you didn't live on 
campus, you were just not part of things, and Sylvia hated it. But she got a good 
education there. Their pre-nursing program was very good. Oxy was set up so 
that if you took something that you had to continue at some other school, they 
dovetailed into Stanford. So the kids that were premed at Oxy would go to 
Stanford Medical School. And Sylvia went to Stanford School of Nursing. 
[Founded in 1887, Occidental is one of the oldest liberal arts colleges on the West Coast.] 

She loved nursing and she made a lifelong friend there, a girl from 
Maryland. [NAME?] I just visited her when I was up north. It was fun living in
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San Francisco with Stanford School of Nursing—that's where you did your work 
in the hospital.

Sylvia became a nurse. It was World War Two, so she became a Cadet 
Nurse. When she was finished with Stanford, she went to New York. She had
done psychiatric nursing, had quite a bit of training in that. So she went to a 
famous psychiatric hospital, connected to one of the universities. [NAME?]

Sylvia loved being in New York. She had a very good time. But by then, 1 
was living in Hawaii. You didn't fly back and forth then, you took the ship. Our 
aunt was getting older, and one of us should be around. So Sylvia came home 
and got a job at the Huntington Hospital in Pasadena. She lived in the nurses' 
home, which was across the street from the Huntington.

And I came home, too. I had been in Hawaii for six years, and 1 felt I 
should be here. 1 didn't want to be too close, (laughs) so 1 went to San Francisco, 
and I lived there for several years —I guess at least three years. I had an 
apartment.

I used to drive home from San Francisco to Eagle Rock after work Fridays. 
[approximately 400 miles and at least six hours] Sometimes I was so tired that I saw 
lights in front of me, but 1 couldn't tell if they were lights on the back of a truck 
ahead of me, or if they were of a distant town. It was that bad. One night I did 
stop in Taft and stayed all night. It was about two in the morning by then. That 
was very dangerous. I'm lucky I'm alive.

VLASTA'S LIFE IN HAWAII
After I graduated from college, 1 got a job for the Housing Authority of the 

City of Los Angeles. We interviewed people, and some people had priority 
because they worked in certified industries. 1 mean, their jobs were very 
important to the war effort, so we had to give them precedence in placing them 
in housing. So I worked there, I don't know how long, and I got a promotion 
while I was there.

I had registered at UCLA for employment after I graduated from college. 
They called me up and said, "Would you be interested in going to Hawaii?"
They were recruiting recent college graduates to work for the Navy.

My mother had four cousins and their families in Hawaii who had moved 
there during the Depression. And I thought, Oh, then 1 get to see the Budins and 
the Waleks —the two Budin families and the Walek family. That would be nice. 
And it would be fun. So I said I'd go. I quit the Housing Authority job and went 
to Hawaii.

I went over in January, 1945, on a ship. The war was still on. It took us 
eleven days to get there because we kept going in circles. We had a destroyer 
escort. I was seasick about the first three or four days.

One of my favorite comments about me by my aunt was: Somebody said, 
"Oh, Dr. Veverka, aren't you worried to have Vlasta go over there at a time like 
this?" She said, "Why no, better people than Vlasta have been killed." (laughs 
heartily) 1 just love that. It's very true. There are better people that have been
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killed. I'm not the best, by any means. Anyway, she came to visit me once and 
had a wonderful time. Those families were still there, and they entertained her, 
too.

I didn't live with my cousins. The Navy had leased the Waterhouse estate. 
That was one of the big rich Hawaiian families, Waterhouse, which was at Pearl 
City, right on the water. So we had our meals in what had been the Waterhouse 
home —big, two-story white frame house. And they had built Quonset huts for 
us to live in. And there were girls from all over the U.S. who had been recruited 
as I was. Very, very nice girls. We had a good time.

Our jobs were office things for the Navy, filing stuff, just very menial 
office work. If you could take shorthand, which I couldn't, you probably were 
doing that. And then, one of the women took a liking to me. I didn't like her at 
all. But she was head of a unit. And she wanted me in her unit. 1 thought well, 
that might be more interesting.

So she had me teaching shorthand! 1 knew nothing in the world about 
shorthand, (laughs) But I could trace those little things. So they had me teaching 
it. I never could learn it. Before the kids got there—they were adults —I would 
put these letters on the blackboard, and they would learn them. Then I'd give 
them a test. I just did the reading and they —(bursts out laughing)— what a fraud! 
Oh, 1 could tell if they were doing it right. But it was terrible. I told Anna this 
very recently. She had no idea, (laughs) Oh, my.

We weren't supposed to tell anybody what we were doing. My mother's 
birthday was January 16. So I thought, I'll give Sylvia a clue here. I said, "Sylvia,
I won't be home for mother's birthday." I thought, she'll figure that means I 
won't be leaving by January 16. Well, she didn't get it. "Well, so what?" Because 
mother had died. I repeated, "I won't be home for mother's birthday." Well, she 
never did catch on. (laughs)

Anyway, it was a wonderful experience. 1 had a very good time there. I 
was there for six years 1945 to 1951

The first week I was there, I met Ruth. She and I went to Cal at the same 
time, but we didn't know each other there. She and I became roommates. I had a 
very zippy social life, (laughs) I really had a good time. We went to all the 
islands.

With my relatives there, they always invited me for the holidays. And 
Ruth was always invited to my cousins' for holidays, too, and sometime we'd go 
for a week to one of the islands where they lived. I had cousins on Hawaii, and 
cousins in Maui.

When my aunt came to visit, or when Sylvia came to visit, or my parents 
came to visit, somebody that I knew would always offer to go to the airport and 
pick them up, or go to the ship.

They were very nice to us. Because Auntie had done so much for their 
families—those four sisters. Auntie was very helpful to them. Her favorite aunt 
was our Aunt Josephine, Josephine Swedensky. Auntie brought her grandson 
out here, he went to City College for two years and then he went to USC Dental
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School, and Auntie was responsible for that. After he graduated from USC, he 
went to Mayo Brothers, and he was the dentist there until he retired. And he's 
still alive, (laughs) They probably say that about me! He's only two or three years 
older than 1 am.

[WHAT IS HIS NAME?]
During the war, you didn't have weekends. Out of the seven-day week, 

you had one day off. They called it the "J" day. That was the day you gave to the 
Japs. You weren't contributing to the war effort on that day. "What's your J day 
this week?" "Can we get together on your J day?"

So Ruth and I used to go every J day, we'd go to Waikiki, and we'd go 
door to door looking for an apartment. We wanted to get away from that 
dormitory situation. It wasn't bad. The food was good, we were taken by bus to 
the dock and then we had a launch that took us to Ford Island. We worked on 
Ford island, which was a Naval base. So it wasn't bad at all. But we wanted a 
place of our own. And we finally found a place.

We lived on Waikiki for the rest of the time I was there, at least three 
years. I don't know if we ran an ad, or if this man ran an ad. He was a Filipino, 
and he had a house —a duplex in the front and a little cottage in the back. He 
lived back there. I can't remember that there was ever anybody on the other side. 
So it was just as if we had the place. It was two bedrooms and a bathroom.

We had two double beds in our bedroom. But we shared a bed in order to 
cut down on laundry, (laughs) To save money. Somebody once asked me a 
question —I knew what they were driving at. They wanted to know if we were 
lesbians, (laughs) So I had to explain, no, we sleep together in the same bed 
because we don't want to have to pay for double amount of laundry!

THE MANY RACES OF HAWAII
When I got to Hawaii, I saw all these Japanese —a third of the population 

was Japanese. 1 thought (intake of breath) - there are all these enemies? Well, I sure 
got over that in a hurry. Everybody got along just fine. Very soon you became 
oblivious to a person's race. Didn't think about it.

And my very best friend was Hank Nakamura. He has died, but Anna 
and her husband go to the islands about once a year, and they always go visit 
Doris Nakamura and keep in touch. And my best female friend in the office was 
Dorothy Wee, who married a guy named Kai Fong Wong, so she was Dorothy 
Wee Wong, (laughs) She was Chinese. You didn't even give it a thought: 
Hawaiian islanders, Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, Korean, Portuguese. The 
Portuguese are the largest Caucasian community, I think. They used to jump 
ship. They'd be sailors, and they liked it there.

VLASTA'S BEAUS
Anna has the impression that I had a lot of beaus. No. 1 had friends. I 

always had —I got along very well with the boys, and now with men. But not 
romance.
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There were a couple that were more serious, but that's all. It always was 
important to me that I'd have to have somebody that would fit into my family. If 
I didn't think they fit, that was that, (laughs)

1 didn't date servicemen. I went with this very nice guy in Hawaii for it 
must've been two and a half or three years. He had been in the service. He 
belonged to the Outrigger Canoe Club, which had always dancing Saturday 
night, and then they went on trips. Sometimes they hired a train to take us up to 
the northern part of the island. I guess it was north. And then, on the holidays, 
my cousins, one or another of them would always invite us. It was a good life. I 
had a good time.

HAWAIIAN ARTISTS
My friend Ruth went back to the States. And I lived next door to Anita 

Osborne, who had lived in Hawaii for years. She was an intelligent woman. 1 
think she worked, but I forget what she did. She was in with the theatre group, 
and through her, I met other people that were kind of interesting that I would 
never have had an opportunity to meet. One of them was John Kelly, who is a 
famous Hawaiian artist. Anna and A1 were in Hawaii recently, and there was a 
magazine article about John Kelly and a big exhibit of his work at the museum in 
Honolulu.

He was a newspaperman. He went to Hawaii to work as an illustrator for 
the Honolulu Advertiser, which was the main newspaper. But he was artistic, so 
he'd draw, pretty soon his pictures were so much in demand that he made a 
living that way. He became the best known of the artists. He used to provide the 
cover picture for all of the Matson Line menus.

Anyway, 1 told Anita I'd sure like to have some pictures by John Kelly.
She said, "I'll take you to his house." They lived around from Diamond Head, 
you went around where Diamond Head is, you come to very, very nice homes.

So she took me to his house. And 1 bought three of his etchings. He turned 
me right over to his wife. He said, "She does all the business." And she said, "If 1 
left that up to John, we would be broke. He doesn't have the nerve to charge 
people." (laughs)

Anna has my etchings. There's a famous one, and Anna has that, of a net 
thrower. You know, they throw the next in a certain way that it catches the fish. 
And they told me that their son was the model for that boy. He drew all different 
types of people living in Hawaii.

Then, when 1 went back, you couldn't get a thing of his. The stores were 
all sold out. But in a used bookstore, 1 got this folio, The Hula as Seen in Hawaii by 
John Kelly. There's an article about him at the beginning, and there's his picture.

I met him twice. The second time, 1 was just there as a tourist, I didn't live 
there anymore. 1 went to see if I could get a book of his work, and 1 could only 
buy a used copy, and this is it. So I took it to him to autograph. Because he didn't 
even have any more. So he wrote this nice... (reads the Hawaiian he wrote). 
"Honolulu, August 19,1960."
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I don't know what it means! (laughs) I went to the university, took a class 
in Hawaiian. But I couldn't tell you a thing.

Another artist, Charles Bartlett, painted a variety of subjects. A very large 
portrait of Mrs. Cook hangs in the entryway of THE art museum in Honolulu. 
[The Honolulu Academy of Arts is Hawaii's premier art museum.I

1 wasn't familiar with his work, but this friend Anita told me she would 
take me to Charles Bartlett's niece. She did and she had a stack of his etchings. 1 
bought four, which I still have. And 1 wish I'd bought more. If I had been smart, I 
would've.

WORKING FOR THE SOCIAL SECURITY OFFICE
While in Hawaii, I was having a lot of fun and all, but 1 just felt like I 

wanted to do something. So I enrolled in a class at the University of Hawaii. 1 
had a wonderful instructor. It was interesting, kind of a sociology class. One day, 
the instructor read a letter from a man named Marshall Wise who was manager 
of the Honolulu Social Security Office. The letter said that they were going to be 
interviewing people, and they would have some openings for Claims 
Representatives, interviewing people who applied for Social Security. So I 
thought, that sounds better than working for the Navy. I was working in Navy 
Housing then, where we also took applications for people who wanted Navy 
housing and you also went to the counter if somebody came in to pay their rent, 
nothing hard.

I took the Civil Service exam, and they had to hire me because I got the 
highest score, (laughs) They hired three people. We were in training for quite a 
while. And then they assigned us to jobs. So I started working for Social Security. 
It was much more interesting. You interviewed people and you wrote up 
determinations about marriages or adoptions, and all kinds of stuff. And very 
nice people to work with.

So, when I wanted to come back here, I wanted a transfer. At one time, the
Assistant Manager of the San Francisco office came over there for a visit. When 
anybody came over, boy, they had a Iuau for them —they really showed them 
Hawaiian hospitality. So I told her, "I'm interested in coming closer to home 
because mv aunt is sick. Is there any chance of my getting a job in the San 
Francisco office?" And she said, "Sure. Charlie" — that was the manager —"does 
anything I say." (laughs) So I came and they took me.

And you know, Orientals are very generous. 1 mean, they just load you 
with presents. There was one other girl in the office who was Caucasian, and the 
manager, and one field rep, and me. She said, "I think I should warn you, the 
first year I was here I didn't know about it. But the girls give presents to each 
other. I was so humiliated when I got all these presents..." So I said, oh, but 
didn't realize what she meant.

So at Christmas, I just went to the store and got little compacts with 
lipstick, and little things for a few dollars. They had asked me at some point 
when I was there if 1 had a silver pattern. I said, "As a matter of fact, I do."
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•t it Oh, that's pretty," someoneIt's International Royal Danish, 
said. And that was the end of it. So what do you think I got for Christmas? Pieces 
of silver! 1 could’ve died. That was awful. I was humiliated. Here she had

What is it?// n

warned me, but I had no idea that it was going to be like that.
And when I left, they had parties and lots of stuff. When 1 think of it, I just 

cringe, (laughs) Asians are like that. Even when it hurts them financially, they 
are very generous.

MOVING TO SAN FRANCISCO - 1951 to 7

So I worked in the Social Security Office in San Francisco.
1 lived in the Marina. I lived for three months with one of my former 

roommates, the one that I've just been visiting in San Mateo. 1 stayed with her for 
three months. She had a new baby, a nice husband. They lived in Berkeley Hills. 
And I took the F train to San Francisco. I rode with her husband down the hill. 
Sometimes I had to hang my head out the window and see where the curb was, 
the fog was so thick. But that was wonderful for me. I guess they got sick of me 
after three months.

But then I got an apartment in the Marina, a real nice apartment. The back 
of it looked out on everybody's gardens on the cross street. That was nice. And 1 
had a nice landlady. She raised my rent once. I paid $50 a month, and she raised 
mv rent by five dollars. I didn't know if I could absorb that. That was 1953. And 
somebody told me that that apartment would be going for at least $2,000 a 
month now. It's very desirable —just a bachelor apartment.

1 had very good times in San Francisco. And I really liked the people in 
the office there. They were awfully nice. Then, when my aunt died, I was 
executor of her estate. There was quite a bit to take care of, and I couldn't leave 
Sylvia with all that, so I came down here. I just transferred. I was in the Glendale 
office and in the Los Angeles office for brief periods, but I wanted to go to 
Pasadena. So 1 got transferred.

[WHAT YEAR DID YOU LEAVE SAN FRANCISCO? WHAT YEAR DID 
AUNTfE DIE?]

VLASTA & SYLVIA’S WANDERLUST
After Auntie died, Sylvia and I moved in here. That was great for Sylvia 

because she got away from our stepmother
Sylvia became a school nurse so she had her whole summers off. Nursing 

at that time paid very poorly, just niggardly pay for the nurses in hospitals. So 
Sylvia got her credential as a school nurse. And then she could travel.

If I wanted to go with her, I had to take leave without pay. And that hurt 
me in my retirement, all that leave without pay added up and subtracted some 
years from my retirement.



27

My father was the only member of his family who as a young man 
traveled all over Europe, and then he traveled to this country. So Sylvia and 1 
have a little bit of that, 1 guess.

I wanted to qualify for something that would bring me more money, and 1 
wanted my summers off, so Sylvia and I could travel without mv taking leave 
without pay. She supported me for the summers, (laughs) I wasn't completely 
penniless, but close enough.

1 had taken a lot of classes in college, so 1 had three or four majors, but not 
in teachable subjects. I had a major in Slavic Languages. I had one teachable 
subject, which was History.

So I took classes at night school at USC and UCLA to get my units in 
English so 1 could teach. I'd get home from work and drive to UCLA, or USC 
from here. I got my units in English, so that qualified as my second teachable 
subject. So I started teaching. [WHERE? WHAT SUBJECTS?]

So before Sylvia and 1 married, we traveled. We went to South America — 
and she stayed there six months, and I stayed there three months. We went down 
the west coast and up the east coast, and we went to Machu Picchu, and we just 
did everything. It was all fascinating.

We didn't go to Europe until we could go visit our relatives in 
Czechoslovakia. So we waited until it was simpler, when the Communists let 
things loosen up a little bit. So the first time we went to Europe was about 1955. I 
can check on that. We didn't want to go to France and England and all those 
places and they'd know we were there, so close, and not come to see them. But 
then the rules loosened up, and we went. We had a great time. It was wonderful.

Sylvia was 39 when she had her first child. And people would ask why. 
She was very popular, people always liked her. But she said, "I have no regrets. 
Because if I had got married earlier, I wouldn't've done all that traveling."

I was 49 when I got married. I was an old lady, practically, (laughs) 1 
knew my husband for years. I was married 28 years. And l have no regrets. We 
both married wonderful men. My sister's husband was just a prince of a man and 
so was my husband.

VLASTA'S HUSBAND - TED GUFREY
(points to photo) There's my husband, Ted Gufrey. He was a wonderful 

man. Brilliant man. He was one of nine children who were orphaned. And the 
grandparents, who bv then should have been retired, had to take on these nine 
kids. They grew up in Pennsylvania.

My husband wanted to go to university, of course. If anybody should 
have gone, it was he. So he went to Detroit, the nearest big city, and got a job at 
Packard. He worked there at night and went to university in the daytime. He 
sent money home to his grandparents to help support his younger brothers and 
sister. That's the kind of a man he was.

He got a degree, but he should've gotten a doctorate. Everybody that 
knows him says, what a tragedy that Ted didn't go on. When 1 was teaching, if I
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didn't know something about some historical thing, I'd ask Ted. 1 didn't have to 
look things up, he always knew.

[WHAT KIND OF WORK DID HE DO? WHAT WERE HIS INTERESTS? BIRTH 
AND DEATH DATES? MARRIAGE DATE?]

He had two sons, so I have two step-sons and their wives, and four step- 
grandchildren and two step-great-grandchildren, (laughs) None of them live 
close. One boy lives in Glendora. But he's a professor. He teaches at both Cal 
State Long Beach and that Catholic two-year college. Loyola Marymount. So he 
has a tremendous commute. He's very conscientious about his work. And his 
wife is the one that gives your blood tests and all in the hospital, a lab technician.

[NAMES OF SONS, WIVES, CHILDREN? WHAT THEY DO AND WHERE 
THEY LIVE]

VLASTA & SYLVIA IN SOUTH AMERICA - YEAR - ?
Americans, at that point, were rare visitors to South America. When we 

told them we hadn't been to Europe, they said, “You've come here? Before you 
go to Europe? Nobody does that. They all go to Europe and then they come 
here." Well, we told them why we hadn't gone to Europe, because we were 
waiting for the Communist control to lessen.

We visited Betty Richie, a very good friend of Sylvia's, in Germany, and in 
Rio. She had an apartment in Rio. 1 spoke French to their maid. She didn't speak 
French, and I didn't speak a word of Spanish, but there was enough there that 
she and I could communicate.

We went all the way down South America. We went to every country 
except Paraguay. We had air tickets all the way. First we went to Mexico. When 
we were in Mexico City, Sylvia found out that she couldn't take high altitudes, so 
she was sick. We actually had to call a doctor for her there, and also in, I think, 
Bolivia or Peru. We had a wonderful time in Mexico. We had a great guide. We'd 
take a taxi to places.

[WE NEED MORE DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTS AND INTERESTING 
EXPERIENCES IN EACH AREA YOU VISITED. MEXICO, CENTRAL 
AMERICA, ETC. AT LEAST ONE HIGHLIGHT OF EACH PLACE.]

Then we stopped in other Central American countries in little hops by 
plane —Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and we were in Panama for several 
days. We watched the ships going through the canal There they had light bulbs 
in the closets, because it was so humid that your clothes would start molding, 
(laughs)

1 don't think we went to Colombia then. I think we went to Quito, 
Ecuador. I can't tell you how many days we were there. But we had a tour
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company. We went through the Auto Club. And the name of it was Exsprinter 
(sp?). So we had an Exsprinter representative meet us at every airport when we 
got there, and they took us to our hotel. Then they would arrange our 
sightseeing. So that was great. [WHAT WAS HIGHLIGHT OF ECUADOR?]

I've got tons of slides. Anna has never seen them, and that's a shame 
because if 1 don't tell her what we're seeing, she won't know.

Then we took a train to Lima, Peru. Going by train was interesting after all 
the plane rides because we got to see some of the country. Then we went to 
Machu Picchu, and that was fascinating. [PLEASE DESCRIBE]

We went to La Paz, Bolivia. In Bolivia, you know those Panama hats that 
they all wear? And we bought some fabric there that was beautiful.
[HIGHLIGHT OF BOLIVIA?]

We went to Santiago, Chile. [HIGHLIGHT OF CHILE?]
And then we were down in the lake country, at the tip of where Argentina 

and Chile meet. We stayed there for several days in Bariloche, Argentina. There 
were some Czechs there who had escaped the Communists. They recognized our 
names when they had a reservation for us. They were very nice to us. This guy 
and his brother, they were the main desk people, reception at the hotel. Their 
father and mother entertained us. The father was a taxi driver, and he took us all 
around. Because they didn't have many Czechs there, they took an interest in us, 
and they showed us around. They took Sylvia and me dancing one night, 
although they were married, (laughs) I guess their wives said okay. It was great.

One day, I wanted to buy some leather to bring back for the men as 
presents, and we went to this leather shop. [WHERE? WHAT CITY?] 1 knew 
how many inches everybody's waist was. But they used the metric system. I tried 
to talk to this girl and explain to her I needed to know inches. She didn't know 
what I was talking about, and she got exasperated with me. Everybody down 
there talks German. German is like a second language in many places. She said, 
"lch spreche Dcutsch, yo hablo espanol." So 1 said, "Well, I speak French and 1 speak 
English. I mluvit esky." (sp???) "Oh, mluvit )esky?!" She was Czech. She and her 
father had escaped the Communists and he had a teaching position in 
Argentina — I had heard of the university. But he died. So there she is. You can 
imagine how they treat a desperate young girl who has to make a living. She told 
me in Czech, "These are very black people." Meaning they were not very nice 
people. They were taking advantage of her, making her work for terribly low 
wages. And there she was, how was she ever going to get out of there? I 
corresponded with her for a while, and then 1 don't know why I stopped, or 
maybe she didn't answer. I don't know, but I never got her out of my mind. 

Anyway, then we went to Uruguay. [HIGHLIGHT OF URUGUAY?]
The only country we didn't go to was Paraguay. Then we went to Brazil. 

We went to Sao Paulo. That was fascinating. And we bought furs there. That was 
the thing to buy. Now I wouldn't be caught dead in a fur.

From there, we went to Rio de Janeiro, where our friend Betty, who now 
lives in DC, lived in an apartment with a girlfriend. She was right at Copacabana,
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right at the beach there. We had a really good time there. When Betty lived in 
Washington, DC and Sylvia was there too, they met these two guys who were 
studying in Virginia, where they train FBI people. 1 wish Sylvia were alive, she'd 
remember all this. Anyway, they met these guys from Rio de Janiero. So when 
we got to Rio de Janiero, they took us out to dinner, and we had a really good 
time.

Brazilian people have verv generous personalities. So Sylvia stayed in Rio 
with Betty, and I flew up to Manaus on the Amazon. It's the biggest city on the 
Amazon. I spent several days there. It was so hot that I was just dying to lie 
down and go to sleep all the time. But I spent several days there, and that was 
fascinating.

They catch turtles, these great big tortoises, in the river. And then they 
keep them. They turn them on their backs, and the poor tortoises can't move 
until somebody comes along and buys them and kills them and eats them. You 
know, there are certain European countries that eat a lot of turtle. Barbaric. 1 
really don't approve of that.

Then I went to Venezuela and had a guide there to show me around. I was 
alone then. [HIGHLIGHT OF VENEZUELA?]

From there, I went to Jamaica. [HIGHLIGHT OF JAMAICA?]
I spent a few days in Jamaica, and met some wonderful Americans there, 

and we visited each other here, after that. Now I've lost track of them. They're 
older than me, so they'd be dead, (laughs) At 85, you don't have too many 
people older.

Sylvia stayed in Rio and had a wonderful time. She and Betty came home 
by ship, and just had a ball.

From Jamaica, I flew home. When I got home, I thought they'd really be 
glad to see me and have a lot of questions. They met me at the airport, my father 
and stepmother. And my father starts telling me about this guy that's been on 
this television show for a long time, and he keeps winning more money, (laughs) 
That was funny. Well, this was on his mind, and he thought I'd be interested in 
this amazing man who kept winning.

[WHAT YEAR? WHAT SHOW? WAS THIS THE $64,000 QUESTION?]

SYLVIA MARRIES JOHN PEHOUSHEK

[WHAT YEAR DID SYLVIA MARRY JOHN?]

Sylvia married John and we lived here all together until he found a very 
nice house in Pasadena, across the freeway from the country club. What is the 
name of that country club? I can't think of any names! It's not the Valley Hunt 
Club, but it's the other one, the fancy clubs in Pasadena. Anyway, across the 
street from the country club. It's a very nice district. They had a nice home, three 
bedrooms, large rooms, big yard fenced in for the dog.
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John went to Cal and graduated in 1940, the year that 1 started there. He 
did auditing —I think his title was Controller. He worked for oil companies. He 
worked a little while for Wilshire, and then he worked the longest time for 
Mobil. And he traveled a lot, because he would go places and audit their books.

Sylvia continued to be a school nurse until her retirement. 1 retired in 
1982, and she retired in 1983. I retired earlier than I really wanted, but my 
husband was not well at all So that's why I retired.

COOKING
Both Sylvia and 1 did a lot of cooking, and we were both considered pretty 

good cooks, (laughs) My father wasn't one to give a lot of compliments, but he 
gave me one compliment in my life. 1 had him and his wife Lillian over to dinner, 
and I think probably Sylvia and John might've been here, too. I made chicken 
paprika, which 1 knew he loved. As they were leaving, he said, "Nobody makes 
chicken paprika like Vlasta. Sylvia makes it good, but nobody makes it like 
Vlasta." That's the only compliment 1 ever got from my father, (laughs)

And I had one compliment from my sister. She didn't dole them out, at 
least not to me. (laughs) One time, her best friend Marilyn, whom she'd gone to 
nursing school with, was coming down here for a few days' visit. At that time, 
John, Sylvia's husband, got very sick. John's sister Helen, Sylvia's sister-in-law, 
said, "What are you going to do? You've got to take care of John. You're going to 
the hospital a lot. And you've got Marilyn coming here. What are you going to 
do?" And Sylvia said, "I can count on my sister for anything." (laughs) That 
really made me feel good. And I could've done the same with her. She would've 
taken care of anything.

DADDY'S FINAL YEARS
We were a very close family. In our family, anybody would do anything 

for another member of the family, if they needed anything. Like mv father, my 
God, he did all kinds of repairs over here. He used to say, "When I'm up in 
Forest Lawn, you'll come, 'Hey, Daddy, can you do this? Can you do this?"' And 
if we had a workman here, he'd let him in, and pick up something at the post 
office. All kinds of little errands he always did for us. And for Sylvia. She lived 
three and a half miles away, but he was over there doing stuff, too.

He stayed active till the end. He dropped dead on a ship coming home 
from Alaska. He and his wife had made several cruises to Alaska. They loved it. 
And so he had had dinner and he went up on the bridge or someplace, hiked up 
a bunch of stairs. Then he came down to the game room where Lillian, his wife, 
was playing some game. He came over and stood by her and said, "What are you 
playing?" And he dropped over dead. There was a physician in the room. She 
tried to give him CPR, and he was gone. A heart attack. He was one month from 
his 86th birthday. And 1 am one month from my 85th!

Ted my husband and 1 went up. We met her in Vancouver We picked a 
casket, and we had his body shipped home, and the three of us came home.
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VLASTA AND SYLVIA'S LEISURE ACTIVITIES
Sylvia and I always, for years, had symphony tickets, first at the Dorothy 

Chandler, and then when Disney Hall opened, we continued our subscription. 
When our husbands were alive, they used to go, Now, my friend Delora (sp?), a 
very good friend, goes with me. She was a school nurse, too, from Stanford like 
Sylvia. We've continued the tickets.

And sometimes Delora and I go to concerts at the Alex Theatre in 
Glendale and at UCLA, Royce Hall.

I also like the theatre. Right now I'm just dying to see Doubt, with Cherry 
Jones. She's a wonderful actress. I'm going to see it. I hope that Anna and A1 will 
trust me to babysit with little John so they can go see it. He's so tiny, I'm kind of 
nervous, (laughs) 1 took an awful lot of care of Anna and James when they were 
little, but they were normal size. But this little baby is so tiny, because he was 
premature. And then he had heart surgery when he was about a week old. He's 
just wonderful now. He's gained weight. Just a precious little thing.

FAVORITE CZECH COMPOSERS
Of course, the ones that are well known are Dvorak, Smetana, and — I have 

a hard time remember the third one. He's modern, and he lived in the United 
States for quite a while. I don't think he wrote an opera. But of course, Dvorak 
and Smetana did.

Bohuslav Martinu! He's more modern than the others. I like his music.
And the)''re playing it more and more. 1 think more and more people are getting 
to know it and like it. I listen to KUSC, the classical music station, and they've 
been playing him more often than they used to, and have commented on it, that 
people are beginning to be familiar with his music and like to hear it.

You know what? There was a time when Czech musicians and composers, 
when they were under the Austrian Empire, had to take Italian or German names 
to make it. Because of prejudice, they couldn't make it unless they changed their 
names.

On KUSC, there is an announcer who is Czech, Jim Syejda. He announces 
every day. And he has a program from seven to twelve every night. It's one of 
the few classical music stations left.

PRAGUE
Prague wasn't tom down to make room for more modem things. So much 

of what was old remained, and now they do value it

[WE NEED A CHAPTER DESCRIBING THE FIRST TRIP TO EUROPE, YOUR 
DISCOVERIES THERE. THEN THE HIGHLIGHTS OF EACH SUCCEEDING 
TRIP TO EUROPE ]
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MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS:

Wish I'd had money! (laughs) I was always on the verge of 
broke. I have no pictures of all my friends I have at Cal. The only pictures I have 
are somebody took a picture and gave me one. I have very few pictures of 
Hawaii. Very few, of the people that I knew there that were friends. Why? I did 
not have a camera, and I didn't have the money to buy one. Now, that's pathetic, 
(laughs)

VLASTA:

But when I think of it, I had some very good friends who 
had a car, and they used to take me out to dinner every Sunday night. He's still 
alive. She has died — she died at 90 a few years ago. And now he is in his 90s. I'm 
going to call him —I was going to call him on his birthday in October, but I'm 
going to call him today, because I'm thinking about him with all this stuff And 
I'm just hoping and praying that he answers the phone. Because he's past 90.

VLASTA:

VLASTA: Well, I can't tell you another thing. I'm talked out.
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