PLANNING & LAND USE MANAGEMENT
MOTION
Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles (JFS), the oldest social service agency in Los Angeles, is an organization with a long and
continuous history of supporting individuals and families in need. Since its inception in 1854, the agency has evolved into a
multi-faceted, multi-service organization that provides a safety net to more than 100,000 people of all backgrounds each year
in Los Angeles. JFS's services include hunger relief through food pantries and meal programs, shelter and counseling services for
victims of domestic violence, counseling and crisis intervention, and extensive services for older adults. For more than 160
years, JFS has counseled families, supported the elderly and disabled, fed the hungry, and protected the vulnerable.
In an effort to expand and integrate its services, JFS has proposed a new building at 330 N. Fairfax Avenue which would merge
the current programs serving seniors with the operations of other JFS facilities across the Los Angeles area, as well as
incorporate JFS's administrative headquarters. The existing Senior Services Building would be demolished and replaced with
new construction of a modern three-story commercial office building comprised of 28,341 sq. ft. of floor area and three levels
of subterranean parking. This new building will serve as JFS's new headquarters, and would continue to serve seniors and
others in need in the Beverly/Fairfax community as well as surrounding areas.
JFS received approval from the Central Area Planning Commission for a Zoning Administrator's Adjustment under Case No. ZA
2015-0867-ZAA-1A. Fiowever, it is anticipated that the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) will require that the project include a 5-foot
wide dedication along the subject site's Fairfax Avenue frontage. Also, BOE's standard requirements will likely include street
improvements on Fairfax Avenue as a transition to existing improvements.
The City Planning Commission recently adopted a new citywide "Mobility Plan" to establish a vision for a balanced
transportation system. This Plan emphasizes that City streets should be improved and maintained to accommodate multiple
modes of travel, including pedestrian travel. Street widening in this location should not take place if the road widening does not
improve vehicular traffic flow or otherwise degrades other modes of travel. The site is located mid-block. Widening the street
at a mid-block location will be a detriment to the overall urban design of the street and will degrade the pedestrian
environment by making the street less safe and less accessible for pedestrians while simultaneously decreasing vehicular traffic
safety.
Given the mid-block location of the proposed JFS Building, and the many existing buildings along Fairfax, it is unlikely that
Fairfax Avenue will be widened within the foreseeable future. Widening of Fairfax Avenue would unduly burden the nonprofit
organization with unnecessary costs.
I THEREFORE MOVE that the Bureau of Engineering, with the assistance of the Department of City Planning and the
Department of Building and Safety, be instructed to waive any roadway widening and improvement requirements along Fairfax
Avenue for the proposed project located at 320, 322, 326 and 330 N. Fairfax Avenue, in that such widening would provide
minimal enhancement of vehicular traffic flow, decrease pedestrian accessibility and would unduly impact the ability of the
Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles to successfully complete its project and continue providing much-needed social services to
residents of the City of Los Angeles.

Presented by
PAUL KORETZ
Councilmember, 5th District
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