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The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) is entering into a Joint 
Development and Construction Agreement (JDCA) with the Ratkovich Company to construct and fund a 
subterranean pedestrian passageway connecting a mixed use center, known as The Bloc, and the existing 
7th Street/Metro Center Rail Station. The proposed passageway, known as The Bloc/LACMTA 
Connection, is located within the Public Right-of-Way on 7th Street between South Hope Street and South 
Flower Street. The construction of the passageway will utilize an existing “knock-out panel” at the subway 
station that was included in the original construction of the subway station. The construction will be 
performed by the Developers with funding provided by Metro.

Due to the fact that the work is within the Public Right-of-Way, an Excavation (E) Permit and a Revocable 
(R) Permit from the Bureau of Engineering would be required for a private entity performing the work. 
However, in 2002, the City of Los Angeles entered into a Master Cooperative Agreement (MCA) with 
Metro for all bus and rail projects. The MCA defines “Transit Projects” as the “design and construction 
undertaken by or at the direction of MTA in order to create a new Rail Project or Busway Project, or in 
order to reconstruct, alter, or extend an existing Rail Project or Busway Project”. Metro has informed the 
City in writing that they consider the new subterranean pedestrian passageway as a “Transit Project” and 
therefore falls under the rules and regulations governing projects constructed under the MCA.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City of Los Angeles formally acknowledge and concur with Metro’s 
opinion that the new subterranean pedestrian passageway under 7th Street, connecting The Bloc to the 7th 
Street/Metro Center Rail Station, is covered under the 2002 Master Cooperative Agreement between the 
City of Los Angeles and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transit Authority;

I FURTHER MOVE that the Department of Public Works and Department of Transportation be instructed 
to permit and inspect the new passageway in accordance with the guidelines agreed to in the 2002 MCA 
agreement.
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