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Stanley Hirsh, one of the forefathers of Downtown Los Angeles, was a philanthropist, real
estate investor and garment manufacturer. As renowned for his blunt-spoken style as his contributions
to the Jewish community and the City of Los Angeles, Mr. Hirsh’s impact on the Fashion District and
Downtown is exemplary.
Mr. Hirsh, the son of a gas station owner, was born in the Bronx. As a teenager, Mr. Hirsh
dropped out of school, and went to work at a Long Beach shipyard carrying bricks and mortar to help
support his family. Eventually, he finished high school while serving in the Navy in Corpus Christi,
Texas.
After the military, Mr. Hirsh signed on as an assistant store manager for House of Nine, a
women’s clothing manufacturer in Downtown, Los Angeles. Eight years later, he began his own
apparel manufacturing company, S. Howard Hirsh.
After marrying his wife Anita, a clothing designer, in 1961, his garment business expanded
rapidly; in the 1970s, one by one, Mr. Hirsh would buy a vacant Downtown building, move his business
in over a weekend, fill the rest of the building with other manufacturers and then move on to the next
building. The couple eventually purchased six garment including the landmark Cooper Building at 9th
and Los Angeles Street.
Stanley Hirsh loved Los Angeles and enjoyed giving back to the city that was so good to him Stanley served as president of the Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles and was publisher of
The Jewish Journal; Stanley was a trustee on the Board of Oakwood School; Stanley and Anita built
Jewish Family Services a kosher kitchen on Fairfax, which continues to provide meals for thousands
of homebound seniors and the ill; Stanley was appointed by Mayor Riordan in 1993 to chair the CRA
board; Stanley as chairman of the Downtown Property Owner’s Association in 1995 lead the efforts to
create the Fashion Districts ‘Business Improvement District’, Los Angeles’ first property based BID,
paving the way for BIDS across the state.
In recognition of Stanley Hirsh’s embodiment of the American Dream and his service and
contributions to Downtown and the City of Los Angeles, it is appropriate that they City honor his
memory by naming the intersection of 9th and Los Angeles Street as “Stanley Hirsh Square”.
I THEREFORE MOVE that the intersection at 9th and Los Angeles Street, as further described
in the text of this Motion, be named as “Stanley Hirsh Square” and that the Departments of
Transportation and Public Works be directed to erect permanent ceremonial sign(s) to this effect at
this location.
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