




































































James Oviatt Building 
617 South Olive Street, Suite 320 
Los Angeles, California 90014 
telephone:  213 833-0005 
 
 
 

 

15 February 2016 

 

City of Los Angeles Planning and Land Use Management Committee 

200 North Spring Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Attn:  Jose Huizar , Chair 

Re:  Edinburgh Court, Agenda Item 5 

 

Dear Chair Huizar and Committee Members 

I am writing in my dual capacity as a member of the City’s Cultural Heritage 
Commission and as a preservation architect whose office has successfully 
restored several historic bungalow courts to urge your inclusion of the Edinburgh 
Bungalow Court located at 750-756 ½ North Edinburgh Avenue in the list of 
Historic Cultural Monuments. 

While this may not be the most distinguished bungalow court, nor designed by a 
master architect, it does however contain several features that were important in 
the Commissions vote for designation.  As noted in the PRC evaluation the court 
was built from a “kit” which, contrary to their conclusion that this renders the 
development insignificant, in fact addresses the economics of workforce 
development as the city rapidly during the period of its significance. Most 
bungalow courts that have been designated or saved represent a higher threshold 
of design and economics.  Incorporated within these simple buildings are excellent 
examples of built in features (writing desks, ice boxes, kitchen cabinets, etc) which 
remain and represent the quality of attention to detail in even the most economic 
types of housing. 

The Edinburgh Court also is an excellent example of the emerging impact of the 
automobile in the development of the city.  The garage, located along the rear of 
the property provides covered parking for every unit, but, due the limited depth of 
the site parks the cars in a single diagonal bays allowing the cars to enter and exit 
via a narrow driveway.  Most courts of the period provided limited or no on site 
parking. 

With regard to the ability of the Edinburgh Court units to be repaired and restored, 
I would note that our office has successfully completed restoration on 4 similar 
bungalow Courts in Hollywood which were in substantially similar or worse 
condition than the units in question.  While these were undertaken for an 
affordable housing developer which brought available public funds to the table, 
they were restored to meet the Secretary of the Interiors standards and have 
received local and statewide awards for their preservation and restoration in 
addition to providing over 40 units of affordable housing.  While public funds may 
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not be available for Edinburgh Court restoration, added cost of prevailing wage 
requirements would also not be required, reducing the overall cost of repairs. 

The level of alterations and deterioration as noted in the PRC report are not 
beyond the ability to repair and restore the remaining historic fabric of this 
complex.  While the economics of this work may be a challenge, that is not a 
criteria in the designation of a City Cultural Monument.  A monument tells the 
story of who we  were and how we got to be who we are, and the Edinburgh Court 
Bungalows are a part of that story in Los Angeles. 

  

Sincerely, 

M2A Milofsky & Michali Architects 

 
Barry A. Milofsky 
Partner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


