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MOTION

The 10-foot wide walkway southwesterly of the Golden State Freeway between Wingo Street 
and Osborne Street has become a public nuisance. The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) has 
observed a sharp increase in crime and a decline in the quality of life to the community in the vicinity 
of the walkway. This walkway is also a route used by children that attend Vena Avenue Elementary 
School. It is imperative that this walkway be closed.

The LAPD states that many of the public safety and quality of life issues are attributable the 
homeless encampments that have been established along the pedestrian walkway. Numerous arrests 
have been made at this location.

Quality of life issues affecting the immediate neighborhood and surrounding community 
include the following: graffiti, loitering, drinking in public, illegal drug use including discarded 
paraphernalia, prostitution, gangs and homeless encampments. Residents adjacent to the pedestrian 
walkway complain about noise and odors, as well as, discovery of condoms, used needles, 
trespassing and feces in their backyards. Graffiti removal requests are a daily occurrence. The area 
has been cleaned four times in recent time, twice by Caltrans and twice by the City forces.

Pursuant to State Vehicle Code Section 21101.4, the City can authorize a temporary closure 
of public streets, alleys and walkways to mitigate criminal activity. The LAPD supports the closure 
of this north/south pedestrian walkway as a pragmatic solution to a growing neighborhood dilemma.

I THEREFORE MOVE that Department of Pubic Works, Bureau of Engineering, be 
directed on an expedited basis to initiate the actions necessary for the temporary closure of the 
10-foot wide walkway southwesterly of the Golden State Freeway between Wingo Street and 
Osborne Street for public safety reasons and to report with recommendations for such closure 
including:

Installing a locked 10 foot gate at the Wingo Street and Osborne Street entrances to 
the walkway;
Issuance of permits as may be necessary;
Maintenance of debris removal; and,
Provision of keys and access to the walkway by Police Department, Fire Department, 
and the Bureau of Sanitation.
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