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From the desk of Peter Lee...

Date: 3 February 2016

To: Los Angeles Department of Water and Power Attn: City Clerk 
200 N. Spring St., Room 395 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

From: Peter Lee 
22121 Acorn Street 
Chatsworth, Ca. 91311 protest

Re: “Protest” DWP Water Rate Hike
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Dear Department of Water and Power,

I strenuously protest any and all rate hikes. Rather than raise rates I would suggest DWP streamline 
their process, make the company more efficient and bring salaries into alignment with the rest of the 
World performing similar jobs. The staggering amount of revenues coming in should be way more 
than enough to cover daily costs, upgrades and implementation of water conservation; instead it’s 
just being wasted by a wasteful management Team. DWP in my book stands for The Department Of 
Wasteful Practices.. and this has got to stop. Throwing more money at a broken system is not the 
answer. Customers should not have to pay more simply because of DWP’s inability' to effectively run 
a business, and I fear this is just the case. Rates have been going up for years and it’s time for you to 
cover the shortfalls, not your customers.

For years, a portion of the high rates we have all been paying were supposed to be set aside for 
maintenance and infrastructure improvements. Since funds have been terribly mismanaged y ou now 
want us to effectively pay for it again through a rate hike? I say NO!

DWP continues to put profits ahead of the needs of the people. Like most other giant organizations 
in America, the bottom line mentality of corporations has got to shift and should instead place the 
greater good of the people over the greedy habits of profit driven business at the expense of the very' 
people you claim to support.

One great example is the Chatsworth Wildlife Refuge. DWP shut off the water to this valuable 
resource, killing wildlife and taking away a beautiful wetland I would argue that the reason DWP 
turned off the water is because you do not get paid for that water, although you like to say it was to 
save water, I beg to differ. Had there been a paying customer and a water meter feeding that wetland, 
I have no doubt the water would still be flowing today.

All the while, DWP continues to allow' residential customers to water their grass as much as they like 
because it generates revenues. Watering Grass is the single most wasteful use of water in this City'. In 
my Hew', DWP clearly is more interested in generating revenue and profits then you are about the 
unprecedented drought we all face. If we run out of water we are going to have millions of homes in 
Los Angeles which are worthless, but they wall still have beautiful green lawns. How does this make 
sense? By simply outlawing water use for grass you would save huge amounts of water.

Finally, I have sent in numerous complaints to DWP about water wasters, complete with 
photographs... and nothing happens, nothing changes... When I spoke with the head of the Water 
Conservation unit, he told me over the phone that the water crisis is not nearly as bad as the press is 
making it out to be and he said that “much of the information we get is erroneous”. This comment, 
coming from the very person allegedly tasked with enforcing water conservation in our City gives me



great cause for concern. Something is veiy wrong with this picture and once again, I can only 
surmise that the reason DWP is not effectively limiting the amount of water we all use is simply 
because the less water we use, the less money you make. This has got to change. Do not raise the 
rates so you can simply waste more of our hard earned money... No. Your motivation for the Tiered 
structure is not to save water, let's be honest about it... it’s to line your pockets. If you really want, to 
save water, enfor ce penalties, big penalties for watering grass and other wasteful practices. In the 
meantime, you need to perform a top to bottom overhaul of your business process and learn how to 
manages the money you have, don’t ask us to send more money so you can continue to waste it.

Noll protest any rate hike.

Thank you,

Peter Lee



LADWP Water Rate Ordinance
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Send to:
Los Angeles City Clerk
200 N. Spring Street - Room 395
Los Angeles, CA 90012
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HENRY R. CORDOVA

1907 E. CESAR CHAVEZ AVE. 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90033
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HENRY R. CORDOVA
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LOS ANGELES, CA 90029
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HENRY R. CORDOVA

5411 NEWTONIA DRIVE. 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90032
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HENRY R. CORDOVA
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LADWP Water Rate Ordinance
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Los Angeles City Clerk
200 N. Spring Street - Room 395
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Must be received by February 17, 2016
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Los Angeles City Clerk
200 N. Spring Street - Room 395
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To: City Clerk PRCttksx
re: LADWP Water Rate Ordinance 

1/30/16

There is no good justification for raising our rates. They are already beyond 
our affordance level. Years ago Enron raised rates beyond affordance 
levels and residents were helpless DWP raised theirs the same. Enron 
became a scandal and people went to jail for the investment fraud but 
rates for the scammed public did not go down at all! lam already paying 
inflated rates for electricity water and sewage. Its one of the biggest items 
on my budget. I'm sure after the exposure of Enron that the executives, 
including at DWP did not reduce their inflated pay. People who make 
these decisions are paid in 6 figures. Yes, I am one of the little old ladies 
that the Enron execs so famously laughed at. It is sad when one has to 
consider warmth and water as luxuries and not necessities of life!

If I can, I will try to make it to the meeting on Feb 17th to be sure my 
protest is entered.

Valerie Stansfield 4419 Stansbury Ave. Sherman Oaks 91423
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