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President
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City Clerk
City Hall Room 360

TERRA BELLA STREET AT FENTON AVENUE STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
(CF 16-0011-S12) CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) NOTICE
OF EXEMPTION (NOE)
Dear President Wesson and Honorable Members:
On March 8, 2019, a motion relative to the approval of the public street easement
needed to for the Terra Bella Street at Fenton Avenue Street Improvement project was
introduced by Councilmember Monica Rodriguez and and is now pending approval by
City Council.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that City Council determine that the street improvement project,
including the permanent easement for public street purposes, is categorically exempt
from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA)
pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15301, Class 1(c) Existing
Facilities and is exempt under the City of Los Angeles CEQA Guidelines Article III,
Section 1, Class 1, Existing Facilities, Categories 3 and 20; and Class 5, Alterations in
Land Use Limitations, Category 4. Please refer to the attached NOE.
If you have any questions, please contact Maria Martin at (213) 485-5753.
Sincerely,

J

Electronically signed by 21866 on 04/04/2019 at 7:33:52 Plvl

Gary Lee Moore, PE, ENV SP
City Engineer

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Recyclable and made from recycled waste.
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GLM/MEM/mem
Q:\ GLM\City Engineer\GLM Signed Documents\2019Documents\Transmittal_Terra_Bella_and_
Fenton NOE to CF 16-0011-S12
Attachment

COUNTY CLERK’S USE

CITY OF LOS ANGELES
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
ROOM 395, CITY HALL
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
(Articles II and III - City CEQA Guidelines)

CITY CLERK’S USE

Submission of this form is optional. The form shall be filed with the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk,
California, 90650, pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152(b). Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section
21167(d), the filing of this notice starts a 35-day statute of limitations on court challenges to the approval of the project.
LEAD CITY AGENCY AND ADDRESS:

City of Los Angeles
c/o Los Angeles City Engineer
1149 S. Broadway, MS 939
Los Angeles, CA 90015_____

PROJECT TITLE: Terra Bella St at Fenton Ave Street Improvement

(W.O. E1908175)

COUNCIL DISTRICT
7

LOG REFERENCE

PROJECT LOCATION: The project is located on the northwest corner of Terra Bella Street and Fenton Avenue. (Figure 1 Project Location). The property is located in the Sunland - Tujunga - Shadow Hills - Lake View Terrace - East La Tuna Canyon
T.G. Pg. 482, Grid G7 and Pg. 502, Grid G1
Community Plan Area
DESCRIPTION OF NATURE, PURPOSE, AND BENEFICIARIES OF PROJECT: This project will widen Terra Bella Street
and Fenton Avenue to the dimensions found in the City Mobility Element. A three-foot (3’0”) dedication will be required on both
streets. The property owner of the adjacent property has agreed to this dedication. The dedicated land would then be used to
widen and improve the northwesterly corner of Terra Bella Street and Fenton Avenue by slightly widening the south-bound
(Terra Bella Street) and west-bound (Fenton Avenue) travel lanes, adding a vehicle parking lane to each street, and install
curb, gutter, and sidewalks at this location. A total of almost four hundred and ninety linear feet (490’0”) will be improved on
both streets. Three hundred and fifty linear feet (350’0”) along Terra Bella Street and one hundred and forty linear feet (140’0”)
along Fenton Avenue will be improved. (See Attached.)_______________________________________________________
CONTACT PERSON: Maria Martin

TELEPHONE NUMBER: (213) 485-5753

EXEMPT STATUS: (Check One)
STATE CEQA
CITY CEQA
GUIDELINES
GUIDELINES
Sec. 15268
Art. II, Sec. 2.b
MINISTERIAL
Sec. 15269(a)
Art. II, Sec. 2.a(1)
DECLARED EMERGENCY
Sec. 15269(b)(c)
Art. II, Sec. 2.a(2)(3)
EMERGENCY PROJECT
Sec. 15061(b)(3)
Art. II, Sec. 1
GENERAL EXEMPTION
Sec. 15301(c)
Art. Ill, Sec. 1 Class 1 (3)(20)
CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION*
Art. Ill, Sec. 1 Class 5(4)
Sec._____
□ STATUTORY*
Art.
* See Public Resources Code Sec. 21080 and set forth state and city guidelines provisions.

□
□
□
□

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION: This project is exempt pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section
15301, Class 1 (c) Existing Facilities. The project is also exempt under the City of Los Angeles CEQA Guidelines Article III,
Section 1, Class 1, Existing Facilities, Categories 3 and 20; and Class 5, Alterations in Land Use Limitations, Category 4.
None of the limitations set forth in State CEQA Guidelines 15300.2 apply. See attached narrative._____________________
IF FILED BY APPLICANT, ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT OF EXEMPTION FINDING
SIGNATURE:
Maria Martin
FEE: $75.00.

RECEIPT NO.

TITLE:
Environmental Affairs Officer
Environmental Management Group

DATE:

REC'D BY

DATE

DISTRIBUTION: (1) County Clerk (2) City Clerk (3) Agency Record
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CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION NARRATIVE
I. DESCRIPTION OF NATURE, PURPOSE, AND BENEFICIARIES OF PROJECT
(continued) These improvements are needed as this corner of the intersection is currently not
improved. This creates a hazard to pedestrians trying to access the adjacent elementary
school, along with walking north/south on Terra Bella Street and east/west on Fenton
Avenue. Additionally, during heavy storm events, water will pond here, which creates
drainage issues. Beneficiaries of the project include residents in the area and those
students attending the adjoining elementary school.

II. HISTORY
The intent of the project is to provide safer access, through right-of-way (ROW)
improvements, for pedestrians (to include students attending Fenton Avenue School), and
proper drainage control at this intersection. This project was proposed in 2009, but was
abandoned due to insufficient ROW acquisition. The current property owner is now
receptive to the transfer of property to the City of the proposed improvements.
Currently, the Northwesterly corner of Terra Bella Street and Fenton Avenue is completely
unimproved. This creates a severe hazard to pedestrians and children trying to access the
nearby elementary school. During heavy storm events, water will pond and create drainage
issues at this location. The proposed project will widen the roadway and provide curbs and
sidewalk for safer access and drainage control. Table 1 (Existing and Proposed
Dimensions) provides the existing dimensions found at this corner and the proposed
dimensions once the project is complete.

Table 1 - Existing and Proposed Dimensions
Roadway LLLL
Terra Bella St.
Fenton Ave.
Existing ROW
Proposed ROW (1,2)

Change
Existing Roadway
Proposed Roadway (1, 3)

Change
Existing Sidewalk
Proposed Sidewalk (1)

Change

60’0:
66’0:
+6’0’
30’0:
40’0:
+10’0
0’0
13’0
+13’0

60’0:
66’0:
+6’0:
25’0
40’0:
+15’0:
0’0
13’0
+13’0:

Notes:
1.
https://planning.lacity.org/documents/policy/CompleteStreetDesignGuide.pdf
2.
Dedication of 3’0” from this property.
3.
While there will be a 10’0” or 15’0” widening of the roadway, most of that will be
for on-street parking on these side of the streets.___________________________
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III. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEw
A.

Basis for Categorical Exemption

The project is exempt pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15301(c) and City
CEQA Guidelines III, Section 1, Class 1, Category 3 because it involves a street
improvement project that includes minor alterations to existing streets, sidewalks, gutters,
bicycle and pedestrian areas within an existing roadway and streetscape. The project also
qualifies for City CEQA Guidelines, Class I, Category 20 because this class allows for the
modernization of an existing street by construction of improvements, widening less than a
single lane width, and adding parking lanes. The project also qualifies under City CEQA
Guidelines, Class 5, Category 4 because this exemption allows for conveyances of minor
miscellaneous easements, including street, alley or walkway easements and the project
involves a minor street easement.

B.

Consideration of Potential Exceptions to use of a Categorical Exemption

The State CEQA Guidelines (CCR Sec 15300.2) limit the use of categorical exemptions in
the following circumstances:

1. Location. Exemption Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where
the project is to be located - a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the
environment may be significant in a particularly sensitive environment. Therefore, these
classes are considered to apply all instances, except where the project may impact on an
environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where designated, precisely
mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies.
Based on information on the City’s General Plan and the Community Plan, this project sie is
not located This project is not located in an area where the project may impact on an
environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where designated, precisely
mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies.
Therefore, this exception has no application.

2. Cumulative Impact. This exception applies when, although a particular project may not
have a significant impact, the cumulative impact of successive projects of the same type in
the same place, over time is significant.
This project is for the dedication of land from an adjoining property owner and the
improvement of less than 500-linear-feet of road right-of-way. The dedication of the
property and improvement to the right-of-way would not involve cumulatively significant
impacts in the general area. The dedication is not anticipated to re-occur over time. The
street improvements are anticipated to last approximately 30 years based on the nature of
the project and the life expectancy of the street improvements. The project is a typical road
improvement that typically fit within the categorical exemptions for existing facilities. Based
on the minor scope of the project and the life expectancy, no need for successive projects
of the same time and in the same place are anticipated that would result in a cumulative
impact. Therefore, this exception has no application here.

3. Significant Effect. This exception applies when, although the project may otherwise be

Terra Bella St and Fenton Ave Street Improvements W.O. E1908175
Page 4 of 8
exempt, there is a reasonable possibility that the project will have a significant effect due to
unusual circumstances.

High Wind Velocity Area - The subject property is located within a High Wind Velocity
Area (Information Bulletin/Public - Code Reference Number Los Angeles Municipal Code
AMC 91.1609.1.1.3 (Effective: January 1, 2014). Document Number: P/BC 2014-016.)
While this Information Bulletin primarily deals with construction of dwellings and accessory
buildings (including attached patio covers and sun shelters) during construction activities,
ensure the project site is sufficiently watered to minimize the amount of dust and soil that
might be blown around during construction related activities, during high winds.
Hillside Grading Area - The subject property is located within a Special Grading Area.
These are lands identified to be located in a Hillside Area based on the latest Bureau of
Engineering Basic Grid Map A-13372, per Section 91.7003 of the Building Code. Per the
Information Bulleting/Public - Building Code Reference Number LABS 1803, 7006.2
(Effective
January
1,
2017,
Document
Number:
P/BC
2017-132,
https://www.ladbs.org/docs/default-source/publications/information-bulletins/buildingcode/ib-p-bc2014-132geosoilscityplanning.pdf?sfvrsn=12), sites within the Hillside Grading
Area, as shown on Map No. A-13372, will require soils and geology (or combined) reports
where significant grading, as determined by the Los Angeles Department of Building and
Safety (LADBS), is part of the proposed project. (see Contents of Reports for Submittal to
the LADBS Grading Division, IB P/BC 2017-113). Contact the LADBS to determine if
significant grading will be accomplished. Per standard construction practices, if applicable,
if a soils and geology report is required, the reports will be submitted to the LADBS for their
review and approval.

Pedestrian Access Issues - At the southwest corner of Terra Bella Street and Fenton
Avenue is Fenton Avenue School. Pedestrians walking to the School or other locations
along Fenton Avenue, easterly of Terra Belle School would not be impacted, as they can
cross Terra Bella Street, on the southerly side of Fenton Avenue. Pedestrians walking to
the School or other locations on the westerly side of Terra Bella Street will be impacted by
the construction activities going on at this intersection.
Based upon a map entitled Pedestrian Routes for Fenton Avenue Elementary School (City
of Los Angeles, Department of Transportation, September 2016) children and parents that
would normally walk along the west side of Terra Bella Street to the school, could walk on
Remington Street, which is westerly of Terra Bella Street. Then cross Fenton Avenue there
to gain access to the School.
Based on comments found after the Traffic and Traffic Flow Issues section, the project shall
comply with Section 01120 (Interface/Coordination Requirements) of the Bureau of
Engineering Master Specifications and obtain approval of a Temporary Worksite Traffic
Control Plan, from the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT). (See:
http://ladot.lacity.org/what-we-do/plan-review/permit-plan-review).
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Traffic and Traffic Flow Issues - The project proposes the widening of the roads,
construction of a parking lane, curb, gutter, and sidewalks.
At the southwest corner of Terra Bella Street and Fenton Avenue is Fenton Avenue School.
As listed in the table below (Table 2 - Bus Drop Off and Pick Up Locations and Times),
busses drop off and pick up students at the school at the following times and locations.

Table 2 - Bus Drop Off and Pick Up Locations and Times (1, 2, 3)
Drop Off/Pick Up
Number of
Morning
Afternoon
Location
Busses
Activities (Time)
Activities (Time)
Gain Street (4)

1

Gain Street (4)

3

7:15AM
3:00PM, 3:57PM,
and 4:01PM

Fenton Avenue at
1
6:57 AM
Gain Street (4)
Terra Bella Street at
6:14AM and
2
Fenton Avenue (5)
6:25AM
Terra Bella Street (5)
1
3:07PM
Sources:
1. Stacy Carroll Hutter, M.Ed. Director, Fenton Avenue Charter School.
2. Janet Hutchison, Los Angeles Unified School District Transportation
Routing Center, Supervisor
3. For transportation from Fenton School to other Schools (JH)
4. No LAUSD Bus Stop identified for these locations on these streets
5. The LAUSD Bus Stop is jointly used with MTA Route 233 Bus Stop, about
90’0” south of the Fenton Avenue centerline, on Terra Bella Street._________
Los Angeles Metro Bus Route 233 runs on Terra Bella Street, near Fenton Avenue. An
MTA bus stop is located about 90’0” south of the Fenton Avenue centerline, on Terra
Bella Street. The LAUSD also uses this bus stop to drop off and pick up students. See
Table 2 above. No bus stop for the northbound route is found in the immediate area.
Table 1 provides the existing dimensions found at this corner and the proposed dimensions
once the project is complete. To ensure sufficient area for construction activities and safety
of employees working at the project site, travel lanes on Terra Bella Street most likely
would be re-aligned to the east, to include closure of the on-street parking lane on the east
side of Terra Bella Street. Sufficient area exists there, currently the paved roadway has a
width of 30’0”.
Travel lanes on Fenton Avenue most likely be re-aligned to the south during construction
activities. Currently the paved roadway has a width of 25’0”. On Fenton Avenue, from
Remington Street to Terra Bella Street, "no stopping” signs are present, so there would be
no impact to vehicles that might want to park here.
Construction activities may have the potential to impact the movement of school buses.
While most bus movement will occur prior to work commencing in the morning, there could
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be conflicts during the afternoon time frame. Sufficient width of the roadway on these
streets in the construction area should be available for bus movements, that would go
through the work area.
Based on the above issues (Pedestrian Access Issues and Traffic and Traffic Flow Issues),
the following shall be complied with as part of this project.
The project shall comply with Section 01120 (Interface/Coordination Requirements) of the
Bureau of Engineering Master Specifications. Safe and adequate pedestrian and vehicular
access shall be provided and maintained to: residences; fire hydrants; commercial and
industrial establishments; churches, schools and parking lots; service stations and motels;
hospitals; police and fire stations; and establishments of similar nature.
The project will obtain approval of a Temporary Worksite Traffic Control Plan, from the Los
Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT). (See: http://ladot.lacity.org/what-wedo/plan-review/permit-plan-review ). In addition, any temporary street, lane and sidewalk
closure of long duration (72 hours or longer) will require a permit from Bureau of Street
Services (BSS). BSS requires the review and acceptance temporary traffic control plans by
the B-Permit Section. The temporary traffic control plan will be designed to provide for the
safe and efficient movement of road users through and around work zones for large
projects that require the long-term use of the City’s right-of-way, mainly consisting of street,
lane and sidewalk closures.
Provided the project complies with City of Los Angeles, Department of Public Works
Construction Standards, Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) standards,
and a traffic control and parking is plan is prepared and approved by the Los Angeles
Department of Transportation (LADOT), no reasonable possibility that the project will have
a significant effect has been identified. Furthermore, no unusual circumstances have been
identified about this project as compared to other road improvement projects that typically
fit within the categorical exemptions for existing facilities or alterations in land use
limitations. This project is a typical minor alteration and improvement project for a street,
sidewalk, gutter that falls under the Class 1 exemption. The project also involves the
relinquishment of an easement that qualifies under Class 5 exemption. The acquisition of
easements or other right of way is common for street improvements and public projects in
general. Based on the common nature of this project relative to other regularly exempt
projects, the City concludes there are no unusual circumstances with respect to this project,
and that this exception does not apply. As discussed above and further discussed in the
following subsections, there is additionally no basis for applying this exception because no
significant impact would result from the project.

4. Scenic Highway. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may
result in damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings,
rock outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially designated as a state
scenic highway.
The proposed project is not within or within sight of any state designated scenic highway
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resource. Therefore, this exception has no application here.

5. Hazardous Waste Site. This exception applies when a project is located on a site listed
as a hazardous waste site under Government Code Section 65962.5.
As of March 1,2019, neither the State Department of Toxic Substances Control (Envirostor
at www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov) nor the State Water Quality Control Board (Geotracker at
http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/gama/) has listed any sites within 1,000-feet of the
project site.
Therefore, this exception does not apply.

6. Historical Resources. This exception applies when a project may cause a substantial
adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.
According to the Zone Information and Map Access System (ZIMAS) the project site is not
located within a City Historic Preservation Overlay Zone. The project site is not found on
the listing of City Historical Cultural Monuments. The project will occur within areas
previously disturbed by grading and installation of AC pavement, sewer lines, maintenance
holes, drop connections and other utilities. City standard construction specifications require
the contractor to cease excavation and to notify the construction manager if any cultural
resource materials are uncovered. In turn, the construction manager contacts the Bureau of
Engineering Environmental Management Group to have the find evaluated and handled in
accordance with applicable requirements. When excavation activities are allowed to
resume, the excavation shall be at the direction of the construction manager. (Standard
Specifications for Public Works, The "Greenbook” 2012, Section 6 (Prosecution, Progress,
and Acceptance of Work) 6-3 (Suspension of Work), 6-3.2 (Archaeological and

Paleontological Discoveries))
Therefore, a substantial adverse change in the significance of historical resources is not
anticipated and this exception has no application here.
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Figure 1 - Project Site
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