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Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
Los Angeles City Council 
c/o City Clerk 
Los Angeles City Hall, Room 395 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
Attn: Sharon Dickinson (sharon.dickinson@lacity.org) 

Re: Proposed Designation of the Singleton Estate at 384 Delfern Drive as a 
Historic-Cultural Monument (Council File No. 16-0061/CHC-2015-3962-
HCM) - April 19, 2016 PLUM Committee Meeting: Agenda Item No. 5 

Dear Chairman Huizar and Honorable Councilmembers: 

This firm represents Mr. Bryan Lourd, the owner of 1071 N. Brooklawn Drive, which 
is located immediately northeast of the Singleton Estate at 384 Delfern Drive (the "Site"). 
Like the Singleton Estate, our client's home was designed by Wallace Neff, and the dense, 
natural landscape buffer in and above the steep wooded canyon separating the two properties 
is an integral component of the design and setting for both homes. On behalf of our client, 
we want to express our enthusiastic support for the proposed designation of the entire 
Singleton Estate as a City of Los Angeles ("City") Historic-Cultural Monument 
("Monument"). This is wholly consistent with the nomination for Monument designation 
submitted by the Los Angeles Conservancy and the recommendation of the Cultural Heritage 
Commission (the "CHC"), which has twice reviewed this proposed Monument designation 
and expressed its support for the protection and preservation of the entire Site, including the 
natural perimeter landscape. 

The findings and recommendations adopted by the CHC on January 7, 2016, which 
were subsequently reaffirmed by the CHC at last week's informational presentation, 
highlight the importance of the Singleton Estate's landscape to its designation as a 
Monument. Moreover, the Los Angeles Conservancy's nomination is clear that the natural 
vegetation on the perimeter of the Site, including on the hillside and canyon, is a key element 
of the setting and the Shipley/Church design for the Site as a whole. 
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The nomination explains that the natural landscape is a central component of the 
Singleton Estate's character-defining features, such as (i) the estate setting, including 
multiple acres of sprawling open space; (ii) the informal arrangement of mature shade trees 
around the residence and perimeter of the property, providing privacy as well as shelter from 
the elements; and (iii) the location of the tennis court near the edge of the property and 
surrounded by foliage, ensuring uninterrupted views of the estate's natural scenery. 
(Nomination, p. 5.) The nomination expressly discusses the importance of Thomas Church's 
design of the Singleton Estate's perimeter hillside and canyon landscape, specifically noting 
that beyond its formal gardens, the remainder of the Site was designed to have "the 
appearance of a natural landscape" and that "[t]he dense cluster of trees around the 
property's rear perimeter provides a natural boundary between the estate and neighboring 
properties." (Nomination, p. 1.) Moreover, the nomination emphasizes that the natural 
appearance of this perimeter landscape was central to the design and physical modification of 
the Site, which included infill of an existing, natural canyon, and which "serves as a 
testament to the genius of its creators." (Nomination, pp. 13.) 

In fact, the importance of the Singleton Estate's natural hillside and canyon landscape 
was further emphasized to the CHC during an informational presentation on April 7, 2016 by 
the Site owner's landscape architect, who expressed his appreciation of the significance of 
Thomas Church's design of the "natural, wild-like landscape" on the sloping hillside and in 
the canyon on the perimeter of the Site. 

Until very recently, the owner of the Singleton Estate had resisted designation of the 
Site as a Monument and we understand he may have been attempting to narrow the scope of 
the Monument designation to exclude certain portions of the perimeter hillside and canyon 
landscape that were elements of the Shipley/Church design. Based on his presentation at the 
April 7 CHC meeting, Mr. Labi is planning a redevelopment of the Site that will include an 
auto gallery for approximately 70-80 vintage cars, three guest homes, a spa, a gym and pool 
house (the "Project") that could ultimately result in the alteration of the historic hillside and 
canyon landscape. While our client is not necessarily opposed to development at the Site, it 
is important that the whole Site be protected so that any future project will be thoroughly 
reviewed by the City's Cultural Heritage Commission for impacts to historic resources. 

Now that the matter of designation is before the City Council, we respectfully request 
that the PLUM Committee recommend designation of the entire Singleton Estate as a 
Monument, including the dense, natural landscape along the Site's hillside and canyon 
perimeter. 
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Thank you very much for your consideration of these issues. I would be happy to 
answer any further questions at the PLUM Committee meeting on April 19. 

cc: Honorable Councilman Paul Koretz, Council District 5 
Ms. Linn Wyatt, Dept. of City Planning, Chief Zoning Administrator 
Mr. Ken Bernstein, Dept. of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, Manager 
Ms. Terry Kaufmann-Macias, Office of the City Attorney, Land Use Division, 

Supervising Attorney 
Mr. Lambert Giessinger, Dept. of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, 

Historic Preservation Architect 
Ms. Shannon Ryan, Dept. of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, 

Planning Associate 
Mr. Faisal Alserri, Council District 5, Senior Planning Deputy 
Ms. Linda Dishman, Los Angeles Conservancy, President and CEO 
Mr. Adrian Scott Fine, Los Angeles Conservancy, Director of Advocacy 
Mr. William O. Fleischman, Holmby Hills Homeowners Association, President 
Mr. C.J. Laffer, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP 
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