
w-mi
Steven Appleton 2825 Benedict St. Los Angeles, Ca 90039 

TO Planning and Land Use Management Committee
RE: 1771-1831 West Blake Avenue / 2645-2661 North Blimp Street / Vesting Tract Appeal 
RECOMMENDATION: Uphold Planning Commission, Deny the appeal, Approve the tract map

Dear Members of the Planning and Land Use Management Committee:

I am writing to support ruling of the Planning Commission the above-mentioned project and to 
oppose the appeal. Pardon the length of my letter but it seems worth tracing the issues in 
some detail.

This project was extensively reviewed by the Elysian Valley community during a total of seven 
local presentations. CD13's Design Review Committee (consisting of design professionals and 
community members) saw and commented on the project twice. Additionally, five 
presentations were made through the Elysian Valley Riverside Neighborhood Council ("EVRNC")
- three to the Environment and Land Use Committee of the EVRNC and two the board as a 
whole. I no longer serve on EVRNC but at the time of this project's review I was Chair of both 
the EVRNC board and its Land Use Committee. I also participated in the CD13 Design Reviews. 
Three observations:

1. The public feedback process was extensive, if not exemplary.

2. Public comment resulted in suDstantial changes:
• The overall unit count of the project was reduced by nearly half.
• Project height and other characteristics were made to nearly conform to an as yet 

not approved Q condition revision. Essentially the project nearly complied with 
future anticipated zoning ordinance that is now law

• The rigidity of the original architectural design was softened and altered to present a 
more varied face to both street and river path.

• Substantial iandscaped area was added at the Los Angeles River's edge.

3. Public serving amenities were voluntarily included:
• Four permanently open and publicly accessible pedestrian passages through the project 

from the major street Blake Avenue to the Los Angeles River pathway.
• A 29,000 square foot historic oowstring truss ouilding was retained for the expressed 

purpose of facilitating "community serving’' commercial enterprises.
• A community meeting space in another adaptively i e- used building will be provided for 

a ten year term at a $1 per year.
• The project will fund an area-wide traffic study.



I hope that this project will help fill in lacking public services and provide opportunities for local 
employment that has been reduced due to shifts in small industrial production. As well, 1 hope 
that the integration of the project with the Los Angeles River is a rrodei that will be followed by 
others.

Throughout the review of the project, this appellant has always been afforded the exceptional 
liberty of our democratic system to express himself, even when his speech veered towards bias 
and prejudice. Yet, he broadly accuses nearly every person who has in good faith contributed 
to the process of public review, claiming he was not heard. I urge you to affirm the efforts of 
the diverse group of local residents who engaged with civic process to negotiate community 
beneficial changes in this project.

Please uphold the Planning Commission, deny the appeal and approve the tract map.

Sincerely,

Steven Appleton


