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Laura Bauernfeind <laura.bauernfeind@lacity.org>

Re: FW: Beachwood Canyon Safety Crisis
1 message

Raul Leon Mon, Jan 20, 2014 at 11:58 AM
To: Laura Bauernfeind <iaura.bauemfeind@lacity.org>

Hi Laura,
The residents in this area have grown concerned about the increased traffic trying to gain access to the 
Hollywood sign.l think they are now trying to back track to determine how a dirt parking lot and grading occurred 
in this area. One resident I ran into on site informed me she has been in contact with CD Office and other 
Departments trying to resolve this issue.

We recently placed no parking signs along hillside areas. It would seem there is an attempt to clearly close this 
off and have limited access to the area. This will require more input from ail stakeholders since this road is the 
entrance to Sunset Stable's.

I will also forward you the previous email that was sent back in early December 2013 regarding this issue.

Thank you,

On Mon, Jan 20, 2014 at 11:17 AM, Laura Bauernfeind <laura.bauemfeind@iacity.org> wrote: 
Any idea what they are talking about?
Sent from my Windows Phone

—Original Message—
From: “Joe Salaices" <joe.salaices@Iacity.org>
Sent: 1/20/2014 8:16 AM
To: "Michael ShuH" <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>; "Kevin Regan" 
<Kevin.Regan@lacity.org>; "Ramon Barajas" <Ramon.Barajas@lacity.org> 
"Laura Bauernfeind" <Laura.Bauemfeind@!acity.org>; "Vicki Israel" 
<Vicki.lsrael@lacity.org>; "Darryl Ford" <Darryl.Ford@!acity.org>
Subject: RE: Beachwood Canyon Safety Crisis

SAjllCNot that i am aware of.
CommitteeSubmitted in__

Council File No:
Sent from my Windows Phone

Item No.From: Michael Shull
Sent: 1/18/2014 10:09 AM _
To: Kevin Regan; Joe Salaices; Ramon Barajas; Laura Bauernfeind; 
Israel; Darryl Ford
Subject: Fwd: Beachwood Canyon Safety Crisis

Was there ever a proj to create this trailhead by rap?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Jeanne Clark *41
Date: January 17, 2014 at 5:07:44 PM P
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Dear Mr. Shull,
I am writing to forward my letter from earlier this month regarding 
the dangerous conditions up
On Beachwood Dr.- see below. Conditions have not changed and at 
times gotten worse.

As a long term employee of LA City and superintendent for Parks and 
Recreation-planning,
construction and maintenance, I was hoping that you might also be able 
to answer my questions regarding the 2002 construction of what is 
called the Beachwood trailhead. I am most curious as to how the EIR 
for its construction could have not taken into account the parking, 
access, and facilities needs required and provided for proper 
mitigation. Unfortunately I am at a loss to find any record on the 
project.

Could you please shed some light on the projects history?

In the meantime, it is critical that the trailhead be closed until 
proper mitigation measures can be put in place. As avid outdoor 
enthusiasts who access the trailhead several times a week (George runs 
the trails 6 x a week and Jeanne hikes at least 2-3 x/ week) we are 
not happy to have to travel to other access points for our activities 
but understand that our inconvenience is nothing compared to the clear 
and present threat to the safety of residents and visitors.

From: Jeanne Clark{
Date: January 6, 2014 at 2:48:53 PM PST 
To: "councilmember. labonge@lacity.org"
<councilmember.labonge@lacity.org>, "carolyn.ramsey@lacity.org" 
<carolyn.ramsey@lacity.org>, "tracy.james@lacity.org" 
<tracy.james@lacity.org>, "daniel.halden@lacity.org" 
<daniel.halden@lacity.org>, "tamara.martin@lacity.org" 
<tamara.martin@lacity.org>, "felix.valde@lacity.org"
<felix. valde@lacity. org>
Subject: Beachwood Canyon Safety Crisis

To our trusted City officials,

We are writing to echo the sentiments of many residents and visitors
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mailto:labonge@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.labonge@lacity.org
mailto:carolyn.ramsey@lacity.org
mailto:carolyn.ramsey@lacity.org
mailto:tracy.james@lacity.org
mailto:tracy.james@lacity.org
mailto:daniel.halden@lacity.org
mailto:daniel.halden@lacity.org
mailto:tamara.martin@lacity.org
mailto:tamara.martin@lacity.org
mailto:felix.valde@lacity.org


/5 City of Los Angeles Mail- Re: FW: Beactrwood Canyon Safety Crisis

alike regarding the very dangerous situation up in Beachwood Canyon.

Over the past 10-15 years the number of visitors to the Hollywood sign 
has exploded. The safety impact to several Hollywoodland areas has 
been described in detail to DOT, Council office and LAPD/LAFD 
representatives via letters, emails, town hall meetings, and hundreds 
of meetings/discussions with our Councilman. The Mayors office and 
City Attorney have even been advised at various times along the way.
In all the years of requests for help, lots of promises have been made 
to review solutions but little has been done to address the situation.

We have now reached crisis proportions. During the past Holiday 
weeks, Beachwood Dr basically became a long, winding, 4-car wide 
parking lot - with hundreds more hikers and tourists walking through ( 
with baby carriages, small children, dogs and all), weaving a path 
between cars, because of course there are very few sidewalks in 
Hollywoodland.

As a resident trying to get back to my house, I was trapped for 30 
minutes with no way to move as the log jam of cars was gridlocked. And 
that was with 2 parking enforcement cars trapped trying to go the 
other way. The safety issues arising from this type of mass chaos is 
clear. Lets also not fail to mention the total disruption to the 
neighborhood by all the shouting, horn honking, lewd conduct, 
restricted access by residents to their own homes, damage to property 
and littering. On New Years Day the situation deteriorated to the 
point LAPD had to be called in for crowd control, adding bull hom 
broadcasts to the pandemonium

'l ask you as representatives of our City, why are residents and 
visitors treated in this manner? I can think of no other City venue 
that subjects visitors and residents to such dangerous, unsupervised 
conditions and disrespects the basic rights of tax-paying homeowners.
I look at the Beachwood Trailhead that appeared in 2002 and wonder 

why an EIR failed to identify the now apparent issues but can find no 
record of an EIR or even a project plan. How does this happen?

It is the right of every citizen to have access to public park land 
but it is also the responsibility of our City officials to ensure that 
that access is well planned and safe for residents and visitors alike.
Clearly all of us living in the midst of this mayhem understands that 

the solution is very complex and takes time. However, in the meantime, 
requests for dedicated traffic control to ensure safe and orderly 
access up and down these narrow winding roads are consistently met 
with “there are no funds available”.

If that is the fact we must deal with, the only responsible action is 
to close the access point at the top of Beachwood until either 
dedicated traffic control can be funded or a permanent solution can be 
implemented.

Please, we urge you to take the responsible action needed to prevent a 
catastrophic event from happening.

Htos://m»L(xxxXe.com/malAyC^'2&k=ft>6cc35696&view=pt&q=tourism&search= query &tb= 143b13b73a93f480&siml=143b13b73a83f480 3/


