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Augustus Freeman Hawkins was a prominent advocate in the Civil Rights Movement and organized labor. 
As the first African American from the West of Mississippi in the U.S. Congress, he authored Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (which created the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission), the 1978 
Humphrey-Hawkins Full Employment Act, and other federal laws. He was committed to education, 
employment, and equal treatment.

After earning a BA in economics from UCLA, he defeated Thomas Jefferson’s great-grandson in a race for 
a seat in the California State Assembly where he served for almost three decades, and where he was also 
Chairman of the Rules Committee. In the legislature, he introduced a fair housing act, fair employment 
practices act, low cost housing legislation, disability insurance, workers compensation legislation, etc.

Harold Hambrick, Jr., on the other hand, was a healthcare advocate, President of the Watts United Credit 
Union, and President of the Los Angeles Black Business Expo (BBX), a consumer show that he grew 
through visionary expansion and corporate sponsorship into a forum in where business owners and black 
newspapers established relationships and voiced their concerns.

Harold Hambrick, Jr. advocated for health care access for the poor at various government agencies and 
legislative bodies throughout the state. He served as VP of Public Affairs for the South Central 
Multi-Purpose Health Service Center, participated on the Community Advisory Council at Charles R. Drew 
University of Medicine and Sciences, participated in the California Black Health Network, and founded the 
Western Association of Community Health Centers, California Community Health Institute and the Health 
Care Coalition for the Truly Needy. He was also a National Association of HMOs member, and helped 
revitalize the Watts Neighborhood Center.

Due to Augustus Hawkins’ profound legislative and political contributions and Harold Hambrick, Jr.’s deep 
and broad community and economic contributions to South Los Angeles, it is appropriate to name the 
intersection of 103rd street and Compton Avenue in Watts "Augustus Freeman Hawkins and Harold 
Hambrick, Jr. Square.”

I THEREFORE MOVE that the intersection of 103rd street and Compton Avenue in Watts be named as 
“Augustus Freeman Hawkins and Harold Hambrick, Jr. Square" and that the Department of Transportation 
be directed to erect permanent ceremonial sign(s) to this effect at this location.
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