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November 20, 2017

From: Abundant Housing l_A
To: Planning and Land Use Management Committee, Los Angeles City Council 
Re: Oppose broad definition of and longer time frame for considering historic-cultural 
monuments (Item 16-0126).

Dear Council Members,

Abundant Housing LA writes to oppose the draft Ordinance to amend Section 22.171 of the Los 
Angeles Administrative Code to clarify Historic-Cultural Monument designation criteria, enhance 
due process and notification procedures affecting property owners, and provide for extensions 
of time limits (Item 16-0126). We believe that the amendment as drafted would create too broad 
of a definition of historic-cultural monuments and would extend the time limits to be too long. 
Both of these changes threaten to block the construction of desperately needed new housing.

Abundant Housing LA is a volunteer pro-housing organization. Our 1000 members support 
more homes of all types in Los Angeles. We support historic preservation of some structures 
and believe that incentives for preservation such as the city’s Adaptive Reuse ordinance can 
help maintain and create housing while protecting important historic buildings. But Los Angeles 
is facing a housing crisis and we need to speed up and give certainty to construction of homes. 
Overly broad criteria for monuments and long, uncertain time frames for considering monument 
applications could end up “weaponizing” NIMBY opposition to badly-needed housing, blocking 
badly-needed homes and increasing rents in the city.

We support retaining the existing definition of historic-cultural monuments in section 22.171.7 
which includes a structure or site “which embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an 
architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period, style or method of 
construction.”

The proposed new language removes the clause and requirement that a monument be 
“inherently valuable for study...” Instead, the new criteria reads: “Embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a style, period, or method of construction.”

We think that this proposed change is too broad. Every building that has not been significantly 
modified embodies a style, period or method of construction. Does the city intend to allow every 
wood frame building to be able to be designated a historic cultural monument because it 
“embodies distinctive characteristics” of wood frame construction? Do we want every ranch 
home, every building constructed in the 1980s, every Spanish revival style building, etc. etc. to 
all become historic cultural monuments because they embody certain characteristics? The



historic-cultural monument process should be reserved for sites and structures “of particular 
historic or cultural significance,” not any building as a random representative of a certain type, 
style or construction method.

We are also concerned that the proposed ordinance extends what it already a lengthy process 
with an uncertain timeline. Land in Los Angeles is expensive, and the carrying costs of land 
when projects face delays can stop housing developments, shrink them, and/or lead to higher 
rents. The proposed ordinance allows for a process of up to 330 days plus unlimited extensions 
for consideration. We suggest that the timeline for all applications and initiations be no longer 
that 180 days from start to finish, including any extensions.

The housing crisis in Los Angeles has increased homelessness; imposed a painful rent burden 
on many residents; caused others to live in overcrowded conditions; forced many younger and 
lower income residents to leave the region, and prevented new residents from moving to Los 
Angeles, undermining its history as a place where people come to follow their dreams.
Abundant Housing LA believes that we can build more housing of all types AND preserve and 
creatively re-use significant structures. But we cannot solve the housing crisis if every building in 
the city can be delayed by overly broad and indeterminate monuments process. We urge you to 
retain the existing definition/ criteria for monuments and shorten the period of consideration to 
no more than 180 days.

We encourage denial or modification of this ordinance and look forward to working with you to 
accelerate approval and construction of more homes of all types in Los Angeles.

Mark Vallianatos,
Policy Director, Abundant Housing LA


