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MOTION

Community gateway signs serve to strengthen a community's sense of identity and place. 
The community of Mar Vista was originally called Ocean Park Heights. In October 1924, 
pioneer resident Juanita Romero proposed the name "Mar Vista" or "Sea View." In 2012, 
community activists proposed gateway signs on Venice Boulevard at Redwood Avenue and 
Bledsoe Avenue to strengthen Mar Vista's sense of identity and place. Venice Boulevard 
(officially designated California State Route 187) is a major artery that supports large traffic 
volumes and acts as major entry and exit points for Mar Vista. Venice Boulevard between 
Sawtelle Boulevard and Walgrove Avenue serves as a main street for Mar Vista and a focal point 
for the community, including residents, merchants, and visitors to the local farmers market.

In 2014, a Mar Vista Marker Sign Design Advisory Committee, comprised of key 
community stakeholders — including residential as well as the business community — was 
founded in order to review and recommend a design for the new gateway signs. The selected 
design features architecture incorporating classic lines with a mix of natural materials and 
detailed craftsmanship inspired by the historic homes on Grand View Boulevard, images of 
water and the famous southern California sunset. The signs feature the Moreton Bay Fig Tree 
which is over 140 years old and is a symbol of Mar Vista's immense and enduring strength. On 
December 9, 2014, the Mar Vista Community Council Board of Directors voted to approve the 
design for the gateway sign.

The gateway signs will be located on the center median of Venice Boulevard at Bledsoe 
and Redwood Avenues. A motion is necessary as Caltrans requires formal City approval of the 
final design before a Caltrans encroachment permit can be issued for the construction and 
maintenance of the gateway signs in the Caltrans right-of-way. The gateway signs will be 
fabricated and installed by a contractor selected by the Bureau of Street Services.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Bureau of Street Services and the Department of 
General Services to be authorized and instructed to effectuate the following actions to enable 
finalization of the Mar Vista Marker:

1. Approve the final design and facilitate the needed permits and approvals; and
2. Negotiate and execute the necessary agreement with the California Department of 

Transportation (CalTrans) for the maintenance of this monument marker within the State 
highway right-of-way.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Bureau of Street Services be authorized to make any 
technical corrections to effectuate the intent of this motion.
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