
Richard Williams <richard.williams@lacity.org>

Written public comment for ITEM NO. (9) 16-0232
esp3800@aol.com <esp3800@aol.com> f
To: richard.williams@lacity.org

ITEM NO. (9)

16-0232

City Attorney report relative to the proposed inclusion of 39 firms in the 2015-20 Attorney Conflicts Panel.

Fiscal Impact Statement submitted: No.
Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

—Original Message—
From: Eric Preven <esp3800@aol.com>
To: sergio.perez <sergio.perez@lacity.org>
Cc: newstips <newstips@latimes.com>
Sent: Mon, May 11, 2015 2:28 pm
Subject: ETHICS VIOLATION 5 - Multi-Jurisdictional Reporting Requirement for Lobbyists, Lawyers, and PR firms under same shingle - SANCTION: $40,000.0C

Below please find a demand that the City's new Land Use & CEQA Legal Panel, as conceived, be put on hold, pending a full and complete investigation. The City 
Attorney's office has violated arms length dealing with the law firm, Meyers Nave Riback Silver & Wilson who have exceeded the amount of business with the Cit 
ethical comfort.

http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2012/12-1966-S3_rpt_cao_11-13-14.pdf
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2015/15-0419_misc_04-09-2015.pdf
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2014/14-1735_mot_12-16-14.pdf
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2014/14-0600-S255_misc_03-02-2015.pdf

Englander Knabe and Allen's robust lobbying business at City Hall and many other jurisdictions such as LA county and MTA is a good enough reason for the City 
commission to require cross jurisdictional reporting. Could Armbruster Goldsmith & Delvac's willingness to represent developer David L. Jordon as his lawyer, rat 
his lobbyist, have to do with the pesky reporting requirements for Lobbyists?
—Original Message—

From: Eric Preven <esp3800@aol.com> To: leela.kapur <leela.kapur@lacity.org>

Cc: mike.feuer <mike.feuer@lacity.org>; Katherine.Hennigan <Katherine.Hennigan@lacity.org>
Sent: Tue, Apr 14, 2015 8:16 am
Subject: Ethics - Paul Koretz takes a deep dive into the shallow end..

Ms. Kapur:
I must tell you I am shocked at the City's tenacity in refusing to correct itself while relying on City Attorney Dion O'connell's expert 
opinions. This is a public demand that the entire Land Use Legal Panel be put on hold, pending a full and complete investigation. Also, 
please confirm receipt and offer some times to meet and confer. See you tomorrow.

On March 3, 2015, one day before the City election, an ordinance 14-1606 calling for a private developer trust fund to pay for the city's 
defense in litigations filed against the City by community groups was called Special by Councilmember from district 5. Mr. Koretz was 
concerned about potential conflicts of interest among attorneys. The Assistant City Attorney, Tim McWilliams, was the designated hitter 
and told Koretz that the good people are protected by the "ethical rules that every attorney in the country and certainly in the state has to 
abide by, even if its not in the contract." So, apparently it's not in the Land Use Panel contracts, but you can trust that it's on the up and 
up because Lawyers are involved. RED FLAG http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinecontracts/2015/c-125374_c_03-10-15.pdf

Mr. McWilliams also reminded that any firm would have an ongoing obligation (even if they no longer represent the City) to not be adverse 
to the City. So, once again, attorneys are really very ethical and would never try to bilk the City. RED FLAG

The five minute dialogue between the City Councilmember and City Attorney is very interesting, 
https ://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoNQMBr4XHY

Here's a compelling snippet from a bootleg transcript of their lil chit-chat:

City Attorney Tim McWilliams: I'm not sure I fully understand the question.

City Council Member Paul Koretz: Well, the question is... I'm sure the City has some legal strategies that we apply not just in one 
particular case but a general approach and a firm having worked for us would have more of a sense of how we operate, and could use 
that to our disadvantage, if they then moved on to represent developers.

Tim McWilliams: Correct, correct, so the Ethical obligation still exists. If they learned information while representing us inlcludng the 
way we do business, our legal strategies, if they learned that, they can't thereafter use that against the City without getting a waiver... 
from the city.

Paul Koretz: And presumably Attorneys would not take that chance in terms of their... their future uh, success as a firm to violate that.

Tim McWilliams: Well, presumably not because if the City on our own recognizes that that conflict situation has arised, has arisen... if
they haven't disclosed it to us, we have the ablility to uh raise it ourselves. And... certainly we assume they have an interest in protecting 
their reputation, as you say.

Paul Koretz: But other than that we've put that kind of firewall presumably into our contract...in terms of conflicts of interest that we can 
spot at the time.

Tim McWilliams: Right...that actually doesn't need to be in the contract. Those are ethical rules that every attorney in the Country and 
certatinly in the state has to abide by, even if its not in the contract.

Paul Koretz: Very good, Thank you.

Council President Herb Wesson: Herb Wesson: Okay let's prepare to uh... to vote... let's open the...

mailto:richard.williams@lacity.org
mailto:esp3800@aol.com
mailto:esp3800@aol.com
mailto:richard.williams@lacity.org
mailto:esp3800@aol.com
mailto:sergio.perez@lacity.org
mailto:newstips@latimes.com
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2012/12-1966-S3_rpt_cao_11-13-14.pdf
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2015/15-0419_misc_04-09-2015.pdf
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2014/14-1735_mot_12-16-14.pdf
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2014/14-0600-S255_misc_03-02-2015.pdf
mailto:esp3800@aol.com
mailto:leela.kapur@lacity.org
mailto:mike.feuer@lacity.org
mailto:Katherine.Hennigan@lacity.org
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinecontracts/2015/c-125374_c_03-10-15.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoNQMBr4XHY


A Candidate in the Council District 2 race, raises his hand for a "Point of Order", requesting to be heard.
Speaker Cards: http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2014/14-1606_SC_03-03-15.pdf

LAPD converge on the candidate from Council District 2 and deny the request to be heard.

Herb Wesson: Ok let's prepare to vote on this item. It's already been taken up in committee, public comment has been satis if ied. 

Item 19, March 3, 2015 - Brown Act Violation

Eric Preven
City Resident from District 2 
818-762-7719 
818-645-2616 mobile

[If you watch the linked vid https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoNQMBr4XHY you can witness the police inappropriately 
surrounding the young candidate.]

Point of Order
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aiBVKzO_vbU ;

Public Comment:
https ://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GP6mWdAkXPg 

#2
—Original Message—
From: Eric Preven <esp3800@aol.com>
To: Leela Kapur <leela.kapur@lacity.org>
Cc: mike.feuer <mike.feuer@lacity.org>
Sent: Tue, Apr 14, 2015 8:37 am
Subject: City of Los Angeles RED FLAG program

On April 9, 2015 the following contract was slipped onto the City's site: 
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinecontracts/2015/c-125374_c_03-10-15.pdf

Anne Haley of the City Attorney Conflict office was immediately notified by CD2 challenger emeritus about a substantial discrepancy as to 
the date that Meyers Nave, one of the Land Use contract panel firms, had been hired to start legal representation for the City in the matter 
of BEACHWOOD CANYON HOMEOWNERS ASS'N v. CITY OF LOS ANGELES, et.al. [BS152946]

Under the terms of the new Land Use Panel arrangement, Meyers Nave was not to have started until April 12, 2015. They started March 
3, 2015, or even earlier.

Recommended Action: Please rip up the agreement immediately, http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinecontracts/2015/c-125374_c_03-10- 
15.pdf

Though, the terms are worth reviewing briefly...

Meyers Nave will charge up to $395/hour and the applicant will provide $40,000 to get started in defense of the City.
MEYERS, NAVE, RIBACK, SILVER & WILSON
By: Amrit S. Kulkami
Date: Feb 23, 2015
Counsel for the City of Los Angeles
http://www.publiclawnews.com/people/attomeys/amrit-s-kulkami
http://www.publiclawnews.com/people/attomeys/julia-bond
http://www.publiclawnews.com/sites/default/files/ShayeDiveley_2.pdf
http://www.publiclawnews.com/sites/default/files/EdvrardGnjtzmacher.pdf

David L. Jordon, the applicant, also trained as an attorney, though, his status is less clean http://www.lawyer.com/david-jordon.html

Armbruster, Goldsmith and Delvac represent Mr. Jordan. Dale Goldsmith, acts as Counsel for 6230 Yucca Urban Housing LLC dba 6230 
Yucca LLC http://www.agd-landuse.com/Who-We-Are/Attomeys/Dale-Goldsmith.aspx

Armbruster, Goldsmith and Delvac are a well known firm that declared in excess of $1 million dollars in various 04 2014 fees to lobby at 
the City of Los Angeles. Though, Mr. Jordon's project was not disclosed. RED FLAG

William Delvac, one of Mr. Goldsmith's partners is married to Barbara Delvac who, as recently as 2014, wrote a check for $5,000 to the 
order of Paul Krekorian, the powerful Chair of the Budget and Finance Committee who has a lot of sway in legal fights, allegedly to help 
retire a 2000 campaign debt. RED FLAG Yes, it was fifteen years ago...

One quick question: If the City is providing legal counsel for a dream team to work alongside Developers and their lobbyist lawyers, is 
there a comparable panel for taxpaying residents like the Beechwood Cyn Homeowner's association or Savecoldwater? Should the City 
put together a 'pro-community' dream team, that can be funded by homeowners?

There are two versions of every land use story. What if Harvard-Westlake is unhappy with Mr. Krekorian's brave restrictions on their 
monstrous parking garage? What if he actually steps up and says, "No!" If Harvard Westlake sues the City, wouldn't Mr. Feuer want to 
point to a panel, and collect money from constituents? Ooops, that's called election time. Hey, when is he up?

Mayor's signature.
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2014/14-1606_ord_183480.pdf 

Stamped signature.
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2014/14-1606_misc_03-09-15.pdf

FAQ?
What's the highest one quarter lobbyist fee youVe seen?

In Q4 2012 AEG made a payment of $926,117.11 to the Armbruster Goldsmith & Delvac...

Recommended Action:
A way forward: Improving Transparency and closing loopholes
Companies may have legitimate interests in different jurisdictions but the public has a legitimate interest in understanding the full and 
complete scope of lobbyist activity, winners & losers, because municipal government is not a one-off. Sometimes a payment here, could 
be for an activity over there and the public wants a chance to spot such activity.

Lobbying activity ought to be scrutinized and that cant be done effectively without real Transparency. The current system, a series of 
disjointed essentially incomplete reports, ought to be rethought.
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Therefore, I propose that the city of Los Angeles add a disclosure requirement for Los Angeles City Lobbyists and the firms that hire 
them, to disclose all fees or dollars spent concurrently in jurisdictions within 500 miles.

Further, I propose that the City Ethics commission publish a CONSOLIDATED regional lobbying report in partnership with all jurisdictions 
willing to opt in. On page one, a list of jurisdictions unwilling to participate will be shamed (if any.)

Further, I propose that the City of Long Beach, home to a multi-billion dollar port, update its disclosure requirements so that the public can 
see the sums deployed by firms who employ lobbyists.

Further, I propose that the County of Los Angeles and LA Metro publish historical lobbyist activity online, like the City of Los Angeles has 
been doing admirably.

A word about Treble damages:

As you may know, recent press reports have uncovered unethical and possibly illicit practices by the CD2 incumbent with regard to his 
solicitation of contributions from individuals and groups with business before the city, asking them either directly or via proxy to deposit 
money into a fundraising account from his unsuccessful bid in 2000 for State Assembly, more than fourteen years ago. Lest there be any 
doubt as to whether he solicited the contributions, one simply needs to ask: If he did not approach them, how would they have figured out 
where to deposit the money? The fourteen year old account is obscure and highly unorthodox. No one could possibly know about it 
unless informed by the incumbent himself or one of his employees.

There is a risk that the recent publicity may overshadow what has been a breathtaking series of less publicized but in some cases more 
flagrant violations by the CD2 incumbent of the Campaign Finance Ordinances. In such a case there is a risk of appearing overly 
accusatory; what then is one to do in the face of a genuine proliferation of campaign finance violations? Ignore some of them in order to 
appear more measured? Clearly that is not an appropriate option. What follows is a good-faith response to what has been a truly shameful 
cascade of offenses against the very City regulations which were created to benefit the public through the promotion of fair and 
transparent elections.

While it is premature to speak of penalties, it must be said that the nature of the violations here discussed reflect precisely the type of 
willfulness and contempt for the law for which the concept of treble damages was constituted.


