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Members of the ECCEJR Committee, 
 
We are the climate activist youth, clean energy advocates and civic leaders of Los Angeles. 
Together we represent communities in every council district, and many neighborhoods in the 
front lines of the climate crisis. Thousands have marched on the street and spoken out and our 
climate movement is just getting stronger, more diverse. Our power has already transformed LA 
for the better, but it is not enough. If the global pandemic this past year has taught us anything, 
it's that health, environment and the economy are entangled. The call for environmental justice 
in LA’s clean energy future is fundamentally about righting the wrongs of the past, like redlining 
and racist bank-lending practices which hurt black, brown and indigenous people most. When 
the decision comes down in front of Committee chair O’Farrell and the rest of the ECCEJR 
Committee on a pathway forward that gives us the best chance to stop the climate crisis, the 
people most impacted, marginalized and oppressed, will be who lead. 
 
With the completion of its 100% Renewable Energy Study, Los Angeles has reached a pivotal 
moment in determining its climate future. The City must do more than simply invest in clean 
energy — it must invest in its people. By empowering its ratepayers as clean energy leaders, the 
City will not only reduce emissions, it will also create green jobs, healthier air and climate, and 
provide the real solutions we need for a just recovery. 
 
For too long our city’s energy policy has served to maintain an extractive and dangerous 
status quo — the people of Los Angeles have a right to lead! 
 
Who Is Leading Our City’s Transition to Clean Energy? 
In 2017, Los Angeles lawmakers ordered the city’s municipal utility, the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power (LADWP), to study a pathway to 100% renewable energy in 
reaction to the devastating gas blowout at SoCalGas’s Aliso Canyon storage facility. Fossil fuel 
companies like SoCalGas and Valero — the same companies that stand to lose from a 
transition to clean energy — all had a role in steering the study. Members of the advisory group 
repeatedly expressed their concern to LADWP that the design and implementation of the 
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study’s advisory group failed in creating space for the voices and demands of environmental 
justice communities. At the same time, LADWP’s ratepayers — the majority of whom are Black, 
brown or low-income renters — were provided little opportunity to independently weigh in on the 
study’s process.  
 
Recent revelations of an unreported methane leak at LADWP’s Sun Valley Generating Station 
have highlighted the environmental justice harm faced by communities living near fossil fuel 
infrastructure — a painful demonstration of what happens when the needs and concerns of 
marginalized communities are not represented within LADWP. 
 
With the 100% study completed, Mayor Garcetti and the City Council have the chance to 
choose between competing visions that will determine LA’s climate legacy: will we maintain a 
broken status quo or forge a new path to empower those most often left out of decision-making? 
 
An Energy System in Need of Transformation 
LADWP’s study maps out numerous pathways, but most don’t show Los Angeles reaching 
100% renewable energy until 2045 — far later than the 2030 deadline scientists say the climate 
crisis demands. These scenarios leave the door open to dirty fuels and renewable energy 
credits (RECs), allowing polluters to pay for the right to continue business as usual while 
propping up false solutions such as biogas (burning methane from factory farms and landfills).  
 
When our organizations began conducting outreach to LADWP’s ratepayers, a clear consensus 
quickly emerged demanding better options. Over a third of all neighborhood councils passed 
Community Impact Statements urging LADWP to study scenarios targeting 100% clean energy 
by 2030 without the use of biogas or renewable energy credits. 
 
As the study progressed, LADWP and NREL added a promising “LA Leads” scenario that aims 
for 100% clean energy by 2035. While this scenario avoids the use of RECs and biomass, it still 
relies heavily on hydrogen power which, when sourced from or used to prop up fossil fuels, is a 
waste of money and shouldn’t be seen as a cure-all.  
 
From Extractive Energy to Energy Democracy 
An analysis conducted by Synapse Energy Economics shows the pathway to renewable energy 
can be achieved in Los Angeles by 2030 not only by replacing fossil fuels with solar, wind and 
geothermal energy, but also by transforming how our communities use energy to begin with. 
Synapse’s analysis found by investing in energy efficiency to reduce overall load, encouraging 
demand response programs to reduce the strain of peak hours on the system, and building 
storage capacity to store and spread solar generation throughout the day, LADWP could meet 
its 100% clean energy goals. 
 
Across Los Angeles, older and inefficient buildings result in high bills that force households to 
decide between paying for utilities or other basic necessities. And renters face a unique 
challenge as landlords have little incentive to invest in efficiency. These ratepayers form the 
backbone of our municipal utility, yet are often the last to receive its benefits. Energy efficiency 
upgrades, smart thermostat programs, and distributed solar offer a clear means of ensuring that 
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ratepayer investments are returning to these communities, all while building grid resiliency and 
helping to keep costs low as the price of energy goes up.  
 
Achieving these real solutions will require far more than simply expanding existing programs. 
Disadvantaged residents continue to get left behind by LADWP’s energy efficiency initiatives, 
despite already using far less energy than those living in LA’s wealthier communities. While 
LADWP’s current energy saving initiatives such as the Home Energy Improvement Program 
(HEIP) have been a step in the right direction, they barely scratch the surface of what could be 
possible if such programs, and the communities they are meant to serve, were placed at the 
center of LADWP’s transition. 
 
Transformative investments in energy efficiency and other localized solutions will require deep 
investment and engagement with Black, brown, Indigenous and other historically disadvantaged 
communities in order to ensure equity and prove successful. Transforming our energy system in 
an equitable manner requires more than replacing gas with renewables. It requires us to 
systematically reimagine how LADWP can partner with community organizations, prioritize the 
voices of marginalized residents, analyze what constitutes risks and benefits, and hold itself 
accountable to the people of Los Angeles in decision making. 
 
Community coalitions such as RepowerLA have provided a model for how LADWP can partner 
with the public to implement and expand its initiatives while remaining grounded in the needs of 
frontline communities. LADWP can streamline enrollment for programs; auto-enroll applicants 
when possible; develop one-stop shops by collaborating with other departments, the County or 
even other municipalities; and partner with community-based organizations in developing a 
more comprehensive outreach and marketing strategy that can meet residents where they are, 
a technique which proved wildly successfully as part of the emPOWER outreach campaign 
conducted in 2019. By building on existing relationships that exist between local organizations 
and the neighborhoods wherein they are based, efforts like emPOWER can help grow 
community leadership, support localized jobs, and strengthen community ties and resilience. 
Initiatives could work in conjunction with the City’s broader support efforts towards a just 
recovery from COVID-19, especially when partnered with other means of ensuring equity such 
as debt relief and bill stabilization. 
 
Powering a Just Recovery 
Investing in community likewise means making sure that workers share fully in the economic 
gain from these bold changes. Any transition towards a renewable energy system should be a 
fair and just transition for workers including retaining pensions, wages and safety standards, all 
the benefits a union provides. Initiatives such as the Eland Solar Project have shown how 
LADWP’s large scale investments in renewables can benefit workers through strong project 
labor agreements. Similar guarantees should form the basis for the thousands of jobs that 
initiatives in energy efficiency and other forms of building modernization will offer. We must find 
the opportunities at each level, from solar and wind manufacturing to job-training partnerships. 
 
Achieving climate justice for Los Angeles is about more than making changes at LADWP. It 
requires a wholescale reimaging of how our City will remain accountable to its residents. That 
begins by allowing those most harmed by the injustices of the past to be the ones whose 
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experiences and knowledge guide a new way forward to a regenerative economy. As this 
broader reimagining takes place, LADWP’s plans for 100% renewable energy must not be 
siloed. The recently established Climate Emergency Mobilization Office (CEMO) represents one 
of the clearest forums for ensuring coordination, collaboration, and leadership from frontline, 
Indigenous and labor communities. Making a just recovery possible will require that the Mayor’s 
Office, City Council and LADWP further commit themselves towards supporting the work of the 
CEMO, providing the financial backing and partnership required in order to achieve its mission. 
 
By empowering our communities as clean energy leaders we will not only reduce emissions, we 
will create green careers for our workers, restore healthier air, protect our climate, and provide 
our communities with the resources they need to thrive. This time, LA will lead. 
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